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Concurs that no official and collective 
notification need be made (see No. 20) .. 
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’•Bfl 

18 

24 

Sir F. Bertie 

101 

Confidential 

23, 

Abyssinian affairs. Transmits notes by Sir 
J. Harrington of conversations with 
French Minister in Cairo (see No. 134) .. 

• 19 

25 

Memorandum commu¬ 
nicated by Italian 
Embassy 

• 

• • 

Mar. 1, 

j 

Defence of Legations. Refers to No. 213, 
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Extension of German influence in Abyssinia. 
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To Sir J. Harrington 
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(see No. 33),. 
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Requests views as to representative Board 
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Proposes that, in case of difference of 
opinion, that of majority of Representa¬ 
tives should be acted on (see No. 35) 


Southern frontier. Refers to No. 16. Sug¬ 
gests addition to Article II of draft Treaty 
which is desired by Emperor Menelek 
(see No. 43).. 

Defence of Legations. Acknowledges No. 33. 
Requests him to draw up draft of identic 
instructions to foreign Representatives .. 

Southern frontier. Transmits No. 31 for 
observations (see No. 37) 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 86. Sug¬ 
gests certain modifications in proposed 
additions 

Railway. Informs that French Government 
will put Company into liquidation. Ques¬ 
tion of custom-houses on frontier 

Bank of Abyssinia. Refers to No. 32. 
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reply to Italian objection respecting Com¬ 
mittee • • •• . « •• 

Defence of Legations. Refers to No. 29. 
Inquires if draft of instructions to Repre¬ 
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signified •• #. •. • • 

Defence of Legations Refers to No. 40. 
Draft of instructions will be communicated 
as soon as possible (see No. 67) 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 84. Addi¬ 
tion to Article II of draft Treaty desired 
by Menelek is too comprehensive. Pro¬ 
poses alternative wording 

Bank of Abyssinia. Refers to No. 39. Italy 
and the Tripartite Agreement of 1906. 
Failure to keep him informed of incidents. 
Unable to increase foreign members as 
projected Committee of Bank. Deprecates 
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TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


No. 


Name. 


No. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Page 


45 


Mr. Hohler 


46 


To Sir E. Go*sfc 


47 


48 


Mr. Hohler 


»» *1 


49 


50 


51 


To Sir E. Gorst 


Mr. Clerk .. 


Mr. Hohler 


52 


53 


54 


55 
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Co |i ec ^ n , °[ 10 P° r cent tax on imports. 
M. Klobukowsky desires to obtain con¬ 
cession of the “ dime,” which would be 
levied not only on goods carried on rail¬ 
way but on all goods entering Abyssinia. 
-He stated that he had been told that His 
Majesty’s Government had no objection. 
Is this so ? (see Nos. 46, 65, and 91) 

Collection of 10 per cent tax on imports. 
Refers to No. 45. Understanding was 
that nothing should be done about the 
dime without the three Governments 
arri ving at preliminary agreement. A ppli- 
cation of “ dime ” to whole frontier would 
require careful consideration, and it is 
doubtful whether His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment would agree to it 

Railway. Doubtful whether next coupon, 
due on 1st June, of Railway Company will 
, m ® fc ‘ *°» Jt must go into liquidation 

Railway Refers to No. 47. Has been 
accused by French Minister of bad faith. 
Would like to be informed of decision 
come to respecting liquidation of Railway 
Company (see Nos. 51 and 55) .. ‘ .. 

Railway. Refers to No. 48. Trust Com¬ 
pany have been told that no representation 
on their behalf can be made to French 
Government. He should abstain from 
intervention between Trust Company, 

Railway Company, and French Govern¬ 
ment 

Defence of Legations. Refers to No. 42. 
Building of blockhouse rendered useless 
on the proposed site (see Nos. 57 and 103) 

Railway. Refers to Nos. 47 and 48 In- 
forms of intentions of French Government 
and of J rust Company in event of liquids- 
bon of RaRway Company. What should 
he do if British shareholders apply for 
assistance? (see No. 53) 

Passage of missionaries from Italian territory 

into Abyssinia. H °pes Italian Govern¬ 
ment will dissuade missionaries from so 
doing (see No. 73) 

/ • • 4 9 

Railway Refers to No. 51. Railway Com- 
pany has announced that, by order of 
rrench Government, they are going into 
liquidation. Agent of Trust Company at 
Dire-Dawa has received instructions to 

No 5*G) SSeSS10n ° f the ' r 8ecurit * v there (see 

, Re f® ra to No. 51. Inadvisable 
that he should intervene in order to render 
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Ethiopian Railway Company and Trust Com- 
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Majesty s Government to interfere with 
action of French authorities 
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Consul at Harrar reports that station at 
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Collection of 10 per cent, tax on import*: 
views of Italian Government respecting. 
Alleged attitude of French Minister in 
regard to. Matter cannot be decided 
without preliminary understanding be¬ 
tween the three Powers •• •• 

Railway. Preoccupation of French Minister 
at Adis Ababa in regard to. Messrs. 
Ochs’ proceedings. Communication by M. 
Cambon .. • • 

Patrol of line between Abyssinia and British 
East Africa. Transmits resum6 of Mr. 
Zaphiro’s reports (see Nos. 80* and 81) •• 

Railway. Messrs. Ochs are said to be form¬ 
ing German Syndicate with object of 
persuading Menelek to cancel b rench 
Railway Concession, and to hand it over 
to them. To support French Minister in 
resisting this (see Nos. 68 and 70) 

Collection of 10 per cent, tax on imports 
Informs of No. 60, and states that His 
Majesty’s Government consider a pre¬ 
liminary Agreement among the Powers 
essential (see No. 78).. • • 

Collection of 10 per cent, tax on imports. 
Refers to No. 45. Attitude of Italian 
Government with regard to question of .. 

Collection of 10 per cent, tax on imports. 
Refers to No. 65. Italian Ambassador 
informed of views of His Majesty’s Go¬ 
vernment 

Defence of Legations. Refers to No. 42. 
Informs of rumoured intention of Menelek 
to construct a fort commanding the 
Legations. This alters situation, and 
before proceeding with the draft instruc¬ 
tions respecting the defence of the Lega- I 
tions, it is thought desirable to await 
arrival of Mr. G. Clerk 

Railway. Refers to No. 68. Bank of 
Abyssinia know nothing of Messrs. Ochs’ 
project. Reports conversation with Zer- 
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Bank of Ethiopia. Refers to No. 32. In¬ 
forms of No. 44. His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment concur in view as to undesirability 
of intervention by Powers .. . 

Ref ers to No. 63. Almost positive 
that Messrs. Ochs have not approached 
Menelek with a view to transfer of Rail¬ 
way Concession. M. Klobukowski refuses 
to inform him of present position of his 
negotiations.. 

Railway. Refers to No. 70. Messrs. Ochs 
have no knowledge whatever of alleged 
(xerman Syndicate for obtaining French 
Railway Concession and Bank of Abyssinia, 
also know nothing of it. Is ignorant of 
proceedings of Zervudachi Mission 

Abyssinian interpreters for His Majesty’s 
Legation. Suggests that he may be autho¬ 
rized to secure services of a suitable one 
at 10/. a month (see No. 97) 

Entry of missionaries into Abyssinia from 
Italian territory. Refers to No. 52 
Desired instructions issued to Govern¬ 
ment of Erythraea (see No. 125) 

Railway Complaint of Messrs. Ochs agdinst 
french official hostility. Request for 

N^ r 76) nti ° n ° f BritiSh Government 

Collection of 10 per cent, tax on imports. 
Refers to No. 65. French Minister has 
informed Italian Chargd d’Affaires that he 
has no intention of imposing “ dime.” He 
also stated that he had not begun 
negotiations with Menelek 

Protection of interests of Company. Refers 
to No. 74. Action of Abyssinian authori- 
ne8 towards agent. Calls for representa- 

His Majesty’s Government 
(see No. 94) .. .. , 

M. Klobukowski’s proceedings. Informs 
of interview with. Origin of rumour 
respecting German Syndicate for ob¬ 
taining transfer of French Railway Conces- 
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78 Memorandum oom- .. 
municated by M. 

Cambon 

7* To Mr. Hohler „ n Tel. 


Inspector on southern frontier. Refers to 
No. 58. Honesty, but unfitness, of Adia 
Observations on qualifications 
204 } ( 8ee Nofl - 77 b, 80* and 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 77 a 
Menelek has complained of Mr. Zaphiro 
and wishes him replaced by one or two 
English officers (see No. 80*) .. 73b 

Railway. Refers to No. 64. Italian Ambas- 
sador m Pans has acted as Marquis di 
Giuliano has acted in London .. 78 

Railway. Trust Company complains that 
their agent is prohibited by Abyssinian 
Government from remaining in possession 
of the property of the Railway Company 
at Dird-Dawa. What are the facts ? 7 73 
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Proceedings of Messrs. Ochs, and alleged 
formation of a German Syndicate to under¬ 
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report to be unfounded 
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Nos. 59, 62, 77 a, and 77 b, relating to 
Mr. Zaphiro. Proposes to consult bir J. 
Harrington (see No. 88) . • 
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Chiefs of the Borana, for purposes of 
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probability of his having persuaded 
Emperor to acknowledge Convention of 
1902 with its consequences (see No. 92) .. 
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195) 
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July 4, 1907 

Inspector on southern frontier. Complaint* 
of Emperor Menelek respecting Mr. Zaphirc 
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» 80* 

91 

„ „ • 

. 26 

7, 

Ethiopian Railway. Refers to No. 45. M, 
Klobukowski has dropped idea of “ dime,” 
and proposes to try to induce Emperor to 
give up Customs dues and road taxes on 
railway-borne goods. Difficulties iu ne¬ 
gotiations (see Nos. 139 and 247) 

80 

92 

1 »» ,, •< 

. 28 

8, 

Expulsion of Trust Company’s agents from 
Dird-Dawa Station. Refers to No. 86. 
Transmits correspondence between local 
representative of Trust, the French Con¬ 
sul, and the British Consular Agent 

81 

93 

To M. Cambon 

. Confidentia! 

Aug. 6, 

Expulsion of Trust Company’s agent from 
Dird-Dawa Station. Refers to No. 92. 
Transmits extract from Company’s further 
letter. Trusts French Government will 
consider Company’s complaint, and favours 
some arrangement agreeable both to 
French Government and Company (see 
No. 160) .. 

82 

94 

To International 

Ethiopian Railway 
Trust and Constnic- 
tion Company 

• • 

6, 

Expulsion of Company’s agent from Dir4- 
Dawa Station. Refers to No. 76. Facts 
of case brought unofficially to notice of 
French Government. Proof that all legal 
remedies have been exhausted .must be 
produced before His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment can take official action (see No. 121) 

83 

95 

To Colonial Office .. 

• • 

8, 

Treaty for delimitation of southern frontier. 
Transmits No. 58. Opinion of Sir J. 
Harrington respecting.. 

83 

96 

*, „ • • 

• • 

8, 

Southern frontier. French Vice-Consul at 
Harrar. Refers to No. 88. Arrangements 
will be made to carry out suggestion as 
to discussion Undesirable to approach 
French Government as to Vice-Consul’s 
proceedings .. 

84 

97 

To Mr. Hohler 

56 

9, 

Education of two sons of Basha Baleina. 
Refers to No. 72. Sir J. Harrington re¬ 
ports that boys are sufficiently advanced 
to be sent to Egypt for education 

85 

98 

To Colonial Office .. 

• • 

9, 

• 

Education of two sons of Basha Baleina. 
'Iransmits No. 97. Proposes to leave sum 
of 312/. in National Bank of Egypt 

85 

99 

Mr. Hohler 

24 Tel. 

11, 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 57. Have 
His Majesty’s Government come to a de¬ 
cision as to wording of Article II of Treaty 
put forward in No. 57. Is draft Treaty 
acceptable; and, if so, may he sign ? (see 
Nos. 100 and 102) 
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100 

», • • 

25 Tel. 

14, 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 99. Do 
His Majesty’s Government consider estab¬ 
lishment of trading station at Omo os 
indispensable grant of Treaty? May he 
omit Article if Menelek shows reluctance? 
Establishment of frontier line is main 
essential 

• • • • 
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101 

• 

Colonial Office 

• • 

Aug. 15, 1907 

Boundary between East Africa Protectorate 
and Abyssinia. Refers to No. 98. Concurs 
in proposal to approve action of His 
Majesty's Charge d’Affaires in express¬ 
ing satisfaction at Emperor Meoelek’s 
communication to Governor of Equatorial 
Province, and to revert to original word¬ 
ing of Article II of draft Treaty (see 
No. 181) 

102 

To Mr. Graham 

24 Tel. 

16, 

Southern frontier. Tsana subsidv. Refers 
to No. 99. Transmits telegraphic instruc¬ 
tions which he may send on to M. Hohler 
if he concurs. Subsidy should be limited 
to Menelek personally (see No. 105) 

108 

Mr. Hohler 

31 

July 21, 

Defence of legations. Ref era to No. 50. 
Fear of Italian Government provoked by 
building of fort by Emperor. Danger not 
so great as is feared .. .. 
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» M * * 

33 

24, 

Murder of two Greeks and trial. Acquittal 
of Colirtessis. Action taken in the 
matter * • • • • • • 

105 

Mr. Graham 

55 Tel. 

Aug. 19, 

Southern frontier. No observations to offer 
on No. 102 which he has transmitted to 
Mr. Hohler .. • • .. - • • 

106 

Mr. Hohler to Sir C. 
Hardinge 

Telegraphic 

20, 

Health of Emperor Menelek. Reported that 
he has had a partial attack of paralysis .. 

107 

Director of Military 
Operations 

• • 

23, 

Expedition to survey country round Harrar. 
Requests that leave may be obtained from 
Emperor Menelek for the purpose. Im¬ 
portance of that country (see No. 122) .. 

108 

Mr. Graham 

139 

15, 

Proposed placing of Abyssinian frontier 
provinces under British officers. Refers 
to No. 59. Transmits despatch from 
Mr. Hohler reporting reception of Captain 
Jennings Bramly by Emperor (see No. 118) 

109 

Sir F. Bertie 

414 

24, 

Jibuti Railway. Refers to No. 88. Trans¬ 
mits extract from “ Aurore ” reporting 
intention of Goverrment to ask Chambers 
to guarantee loan for continuation of 
railway 

110 

Sir F. Lascelles 

375 

* 24, 

Abyssinian Mission. Reports in German 
papers as to its movements and object 
(see No. 119) .. • • 

111 

Mr. Hohler 

37 

July 30, 

Lawlessness of Ogaden tribes. Measures to 
be taken by the authorities (see No. 163) 

112 

The Marquis di San 
Giuliano 

• • 

Sept. 3, 

• 

Question of jurisdiction over French citizens 
iu Ethiopia Inquiry as to view of His 
Majesty’s Government respecting (see 
No. 123) •• •• •• •• 

118 

Mr. Hohler . .. 

»i ♦* • • 

26 Tel. 

6 , 

Jurisdiction over foreigners in Abyssinia. 
Refers to No. 124. Would His Majesty’s 
Government claim Consular jurisdiction as 
proposed by French Minister, or appoint¬ 
ment of European as Abyssinian official 
for European cases? Sir J. Harrington 
recommends latter plan (see No. 181) 

114 

M »» •• 

27 Tel 

6 , 

Railway. Agent of Trust Company has 
shown him letter from Foreign Office 
stating that all legal remedies must be 
exhausted before His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment cab give assistance. Agent points 
out that by then assistance would arrive 
too late (see No. 120).. 
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93 

94 

94 

95 


95 
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115 Mr. Holder 


116 „ 


Aug. 13, 1907 E 


117 „ 


118 Mr. Graham 


U» Sir P. Lascelles .. 894 Sept. 6, 


J20 To Mr. Hohler 


121 International Ethio¬ 
pian Railway Trust 
and Construction 
Company 


122 To Director of Mili¬ 
tary Operations 


123 I To Marquis di San 
I Giuliano 


124 Mr. Hohler 


125 Mr. des Gras 


126 Sir F. Lascelles ,, 


127 To Colonial Office .. 


17 Tel 


128 Sir J. Harrington .. 


129 Colonial Office 


43 Aug. 19, 


145 | Sept 12, 


ngagement of an interpreter. Refers to 
No. 72. Has applied to Swedish Mission 
at Asm .ra ,, ,. 


Slave raid into the Ghimirra country. Ac¬ 
count given by an Italian .. .. 90 

Illness of Southern Frontier Inspector. 
Arrangements made to meet the difficulty 
(see Nos. 172 and 192) .. . . 96 

Audience with Emperor Meqplek. Refers to 
No. 108. Account given by Captain 
Jennings Bramly before assuming duties 
as Administrator of Anuak country .. 97 

Special Abyssinian Mission. Refers to No. 

110. Arrival of at Berlin. Attitude of 
German press towards Mission *. .. 99 

Railway. Refers to No. 114. French Go¬ 
vernment have since been approached 
unofficially on behalf of Trust Company. 

To inform agent of this if he thinks fit .. 100 

Expulsion of agent from station at Dire- 
Dawa. Refers to No. 94. Requests 
again assistance of His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, not to enforce contracts in France, 
but to obtain recognition of rights in 
Abyssinia. Situation (see No. 144) .. 100 

Expedition to survey country round Harrar. 

Refers to No. 107. Consider that such an 
expedition is inexpedient .. .. 101 

Question of jurisdiction over European citi¬ 
zens in Ethiopia. Refers to No. 112 . 

Piefers to postpone answer till arrival 
of despatch now on its way from Adis 

Ababa (see No. 143) .. .. ..101 

Fropch Commercial Treaty. French Minister 
is negotiating a revision of, and endeavour¬ 
ing to secure rights of Consular jurisdic¬ 
tion (see No. 131) .. .. .. 102 

Detention of Mr. and Mrs. Wigley. Refers 
to No. 73. Transmits letter from Signor 
Tittom, with observations on the general 
Principle . 6 ..102 

YdHbi’s journey through Europe. Has shown 
Mr. Hohler’s despatch to German Foreign 
0ffice . .104 

Inspector on southern frontier. Refers to 
No. 117. Mr. Hohler requests authoriza¬ 
tion to incur necessary additional expen¬ 
diture which this arrangement may 
involve (see No. 129) .. .. < # 104 

Protection of foreign Legations. Views as 
to fort which Emperor is building, and 
scheme for defence of Legations (see No 

ia °) ... 

Inspector on southern frontier. Refers to 
No. 127, Approves action in appointing 
Mr. Boyes temporarily .. ^ # 105 
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No. 

130 

131 


Name. 


No. 


Date. 


To Treasury 


To Mr. Hohler 


132 


183 


134 


To the Marquis di 
San Giuliano 


To M. Cambon (also to 
Count Metternich 
and M. Poklewski- 
Koziell) 

To Sir F. Bertie 


18 Tel. 


Sept 21, 1907 


28, 


23, 


588 


135 To Mr. Hohler 


136 


137 


To Office of Works .. 


To Colonial Office .. 


188 | International Ethio¬ 
pian Railway Trust 
and Construction 
Company 


69 


23, 


23, 


139 


Mr. Hohler 


140 


28 Tel. 


»i »» 


.. I 29 TeL 


141 


» »» 


30 TeL 


23, 


28, 


24, 


26, 


26, 


26, 


26, 


Subject. 


Page 


Construction of new Legation at Adis Ababa. 
Refers to No. 128. Transmits No. 128. 
Importance and necessity of the work. 
Estimate of cost (see No. 146).. 

Jurisdiction over foreigners in Abyssinia. 
Refers to Nos. 113 and 124. His Ma¬ 
jesty’s Government prefer Sir J. Har¬ 
rington’s plan (see Nos. 140, 147, and 
234) 

Defence of foreign Legations. Refers to 
No. 128. Transmits Memorandum showing 
measures recommended by Sir J. Harring¬ 
ton, which has also been sent to French, 
German, and Russian Representatives (see 
Nos. 203 and 232) .. 

Protection of foreign Legations. Transmits 
Memorandum drawn up by Sir J. Har¬ 
rington. Refers to No. 25 .• 


Railway. Refers to No. 24. French Repre¬ 
sentative of Tripartite Agreement has not 
respected Article by which English and 
French Representatives are bound to keep 
each other informed (see No. 145) 

Protection of foreign Legations. Refers to 
No. 128. Transmits copy of despatch by 
Sir J. Harrington respecting 

Protection of foreign Legations. Transmits 
copy of letter to Treasury respecting 

Detention of Mr. and Mrs. Wigley. Proposed 
steps. Refers to Nos. 52, 125, and 173. 
To dissuade British subjects from entering 
Abyssinian territory without permission 
(see No. 152.) 

Concession to Mr. Alfred Ilg. States that 
under efforts of M. Klobukowski this is 
being cancelled. Urges that British 
interests should receive further care. 
Observations on situation of Company (see 
No. 151) •• •• •• •• 

Ethiopian Railway. Refers to No. 91. 
Reports conversation with French col¬ 
league respecting. Arrangement with 
Emperor signed six weeks ago (see Nos. 
141, 174, and 207) .. 

Jurisdiction over foreigners in Abyssinia. 
Has communicated sense of No. 181 to 
French Minister, who is in communication 
with his Government with a view to an 
Agreement being •come to with His 
Majesty’s Government. M. Klobukowski 
does not consider matter comes within 
scope of Tripartite Agreement (see Nos. 
150 and 173) . • .. 

Railway. Refers to No. 139. Might he be 
informed of terms of French Minister’s 
Agreement with Menelek, if M. Klobu¬ 
kowski is correct in surmising that it 
has been communicated to His Majesty’s 
Government by French Government (see 
No. 142). 


105 


106 


107 


108 


108 


109 


109 


109 


110 


118 


t 

118 


118 
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No. 

Name. 

““““ 

| No. 

142 

To Mr. Hohler ,. 

19 Tel. 

143 

To the Marquis di 



San Giuliano 


144 

To International Ethi- 



opian Railway 

Trust and Con¬ 
struction Company 



Date, 


Subject. 


xiii 


Page 


Sept. 26, 


26, 


145 Sir F. Bertie 


146 Treasury .. 


147 Mr. Hohler 


469 


.. 31 Tel. 


26, 


25, 


27, 


29, 


148 


»» •» 


149 


150 


82 Tel. 


» »» 


151 To Mr. Hohler ., 


152 Colonial Office ,. 


153 Mr. Lister.. 


33 Tel. 


34 Tel. 


20 Tel. 


154 


155 


Mr. Hohler 


»> »> 


[ 1509 ] 


484 


29, 


30, 

80, 

Oct 1, 

2 , 

2 , 


45 


46 


Sept. 7, 




1907 | Railway. Refers to No. 141. His Majesty’s 
Government have received no information 
from French Government Informs of 

No. 134 (see No. 177).. 

Jurisdiction over Europeans. Refers to 

No. 123. Shares views of Italian Govern¬ 
ment as to appointment of European, but 
has received no intimation from French 
Government as to scope of Commercial 
Treaty (see No. 161) .. 

Ethiopian Railway. Refers to No. 121. His 
Majesty’s Government unable to take 
action on behalf of the Company, except 
unofficially, to French Government (see 
No. 162). 

Ethiopian Railway. Refers to No. 134. 
H. Louis has taken note of Article 10 of 
Tripartite Agreement, by which Mr. Hohler 
is to be kept informed.. 

Defence of Legations at Adis Ababa. Refers 
to No. 130. Should it be possible to build 
Legations in one quarter, Treasury do not 
contemplate any extra expenditure on re¬ 
building beyond 5,0004 

Railway. Refers to No. 131. French 
Minister says he has instructions not to 
communicate negotiations until they are 
concluded. Has replied that instructions 
are not in accordance with Article 10 of 
Tripartite Agreement (see No. 148) 

Railway. Refers to No. 147. French 
Minister says that he is allowed by Tri¬ 
partite Agreement to obtain funds for 
construction of railway by imposing 
charges other than fiscal 

Revised Franco-Ethiopian Treaty of Com¬ 
merce. Advisable that full text should be 
communicated to him or His Majesty’s 
Government (s€» No. 164) 

Jurisdiction over foreigners in Abyssinia. 
Refers to No. 140. Reports action of 
French Minister, who has spoken of this 
matter to German Miuister (see No. 164;.. 

Railway. Informs of No. 138, and asks for 
report on (see No. 156) 

Question of entrance of foieigners into 
Abyssinia. Refers to No. 137. Concurs 
m proposal to act in concert with French, 
Italian, and Soudanese Governments .. 

Jurisdiction over French citizens. After 
conversation, although no precise details 
have been given, has impression that the 
rumoured settlement of question in Com¬ 
mercial Treaty is not without foundation 


114 


114 


114 


115 


115 


116 


117 


117 


117 


117 


118 


Gold-prospecting Concession obtained by an 
Italian subject. Behaviour of Ydlibi in 
obtaining another Concession from Em¬ 
peror Menelek (see No. 206) .. 

Desirability of restricting access to frontier 
district till frontier is settled. Transmits 
Report by Mr. Zaphiro respecting. Ques¬ 
tion of sale of cartridges by Italian 
soldiers (see No. 233).. 


118 


118 


120 
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xiv 


No. 

Name. 

No. 

Date. 

Subject. 

P*ge 

156 

Mr. Hohler 

35 Tel. 

Oct 5, 1907 

Railway. Refers to No. 151. Informs of 
proceedings of French Minister with re¬ 
gard to liquidation of Railway Company. 
Has said nothing about the matter to 
Menelek 

123 

157 

Sir E. Goschen ., 

129 

Sept. 28, 

Special Abyssinian Mission. Instead of 
going to Constantinople went to Buda- 
Pesth and then returned to Vienna 

124 

158 

To Sir E. Gorst 

269 

Oct. 10, 

Question of entrance of foreigners into 
Abyssinia. Transmits correspondence re¬ 
specting. Requests observations before 
replying to proposal of Italian Govern¬ 
ment . • *, •• •• 

124 

159 

To M. Gambon 

• • 

n, 

Consular Jurisdiction. Suggests as alterna¬ 
tive to proposed French scheme nomination 
of European Judge (see No. 182) 

124 

160 



11, 

Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction 
Company. Refers to No. 93. Requests 
information as to position of affairs, which 
M. Klobukowski was not at liberty to 
communicate (see No. 182) 











125 

161 

To the Marquis di 
San Giuliano 

• • 

11, 

Jurisdiction over French citizens. Refers to 
No. 148. Emphasizes the advantages of 
European Magistrate paid by Emperor 
Menelek over Consular jurisdiction 

125 

162 

To International Ethi¬ 
opian Railway 

Trust and Con¬ 
struction Company 

• • 

11, 

Affairs of Ethiopian Railway. Refers to 
No. 144. Further representations have 
been made to French Government. Ob¬ 
servations on rumoured attempt to prochre 
cancellation of Ilg’s Concession , 

126 

163 

Mr. Hohler 

48 

Sept 17, 

Expedition against the Ba Gheri. Refers to 
No. 111. It started from Harrar on 13th 
September, and numbers 3,000 men (see 
No. 179) 

126 

164 

»* »» • • 

36 Tel. 

% 

Oct. 9, 

Franco-Ethiopian Treaty of Commerce. Re- 1 
fere to Nos. 149 and 150. Italian Charg4 
d’Affaires believes that it has been settled 
with Menelek and is now on its way to 
Paris for approval 

127 

165 

99 99 • • 

a 

37 Tel. 

10, 

Greek community at Adis Ababa. Refers to 
No. 86*. Would Greek Government recog¬ 
nize, pending appointment of Greek Repre¬ 
sentative (see No. 169) 

127 

166 

» »» • • 

38 Tel. 

11, 

M. Klobukowski and Tripartite Agreement. 
Has told Italian Charge d’Affaires that 
Agreement does not bind him to com¬ 
municate any of his negotiations until 
they are concluded 

127 

167 

Sir F. Elliot •.. 

17 Tel. 

14, 

Greeks in Abyssinia. Refers to No. 168. 
Did not approach Prime Minister until 
30th September. He asked time for con¬ 
sideration (see No. 220) 

127 

168 

• 

To Sir F. Elliot 

14 TeL 

14, 

Greeks in Abyssinia. Refers to No. 165. 
Did he take any action on it, and if so what 
reply have Greek Government made to his 
representations? (see No. J67) .. 

128 

169 

To Mr. Hohler 

21 Tel. 

15, 

Greeks in Abyssinia. Greek Government 
wish time to consider matter mentioned in 
No. 165 (see No. 225),.. .. ,, 

1 

* 

i 

128 
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171 


172 


Mr. Il^b’er 


39 Tel. 


173 


174 


*» »• 


»» »• 


175 


176 


177 


»» M 


H )t 


Oct. 16, 1907 


40 Tel. 17, 

50 Sept. 23, 


Sir F. Elliot 


Mr. Hohler 


w l» 


53 


54 


25. 




144 


55 


56 


Oct. 18, 


178 


Colonial Office 


I 

(Confidential 


25, 


179 


180 


181 


Mr. Hohler 


»> i> 


182 


To Colonial Office 


41 Tel. 


42 Tel. 


• • I • • 


183 


M. C&mbon 


To Sir E. Egerton 


25, 


27, 


28. 


28, 


134 


29, 


Ethiopian Railway. Refers to No. 147. 
Agent of Trust Company fears their inte¬ 
rests are completely lost in negotiations 
according to letter from Menelek to llg 

Abyssinian expedition to collect tribute in 
Ugaden Attack and defeat of, by Somali 
tribe of Hawiya .. ./ “ 

Inspector^ on southern frontier. Refers to 
-No. 11'. Transmits copies of correspon¬ 
dence with Governor of British East Africa 
respecting temporary replacement of Mr. 
Zaphiro by Mr. Boyes (see No. 233) 

Jurisdiction over foreigners. Refers to 
No. 140. M. Klobukowski’s efforts to 
obtain consent of Emperor Menelek to 
Consular jurisdiction (see No. 176) 


128 


128 


128 


129 


Franco-Abyssinian Agreement respecting- 
™lway. R e f er8 to No . 139> Crenel 
Minister has informed of signature, but 

has not communicated substance. Surmise 

as to its principal points .. ig q 

Special Abyssinian Mission at Athens. An- 
nounces arrival and object of conversation 
with M. Skous&s respecting question of 
Greek Representative in Abyssinia 


Comilar jurisdiction in Abyssinia. Refers 
to No. 178. M. Klobukowski has been 
trying to win support of German Minister 

Pranco-Abyssinian Treaty respecting rail¬ 
way Refers to No. 142. Whilst unable 
to communicate details, M. Klobukowski 
has made reassuring statement as to cha- 
racter of Arrangement 

Southern Abyssinian frontier. Refers to 
No. 88. Transmits correspondence re- 
lating to future control of, for transmission 
to oir J. Harrington, with whom question 
nas already been discussed (see No. 222).. 

Abyssinian expedition against Bagheri. 
Refers to No. 168. Surrounded by 
superior force of enemy (see No. 201) 

Abyssinian Ministry. Formation of has 
been annciunced by the Emperor (see 
NO. 196) 

Delimitation of southern frontier of Abvs- 
sima. Refers to No. 101. Transmits 
certain alterations which Mr. Hohler 
proposes to introduce into Article II 
(see Nos. 184 and 221) 

(i.) Consular jurisdiction. Refers to Nos. 
159 and 160. States action of his 
Government and points out difficulties. 

Na sS) Pl “". 8 Pr6nC . h attitude 

Conaular jurisdiction. Italian Ambassador, 
although agreeing with English view 
admits there is much to be said on both 
sides 


131 


131 


182 


138 


135 


185 


186 


186 


137 
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Name. 


Subject. 


184 Colonial Office 


185 Mr. Hohler .. 45 Tel. 


186 „ 


187 Memorandum ad¬ 

dressed to Mr. 
Norman by Mr. T. 
Gilmour 

188 The Marquis di San 

Giuliano 


189 To Mr. Hohler .. 23 Tel. 


Oct. 31, 1907 


Nov. 4, 


190 


192 Mr. Hohler 


193 », »» 


194 „ 


195 » 


196 „ 


197 » » 


.. 24 Tel. 


191 To India Office 


59 Oct. 14, 


.. 43 Tel. 


.. 46 Tel. Nov. 9, 


Southern frontier. Refers to No. 181. No 
objection to authorizing signature of 
Treaty with modifications proposed by 
Mr. Hohler .. 


198 To Mr. Hohler . • 26 Tel. 


Ydlibi. Rumour of his return as adviser to 
Imperial Ethiopian Rubber Company, 
which would be disastrous (see No. 189).. 138 

Action of M. Klobukowski. Refers to 
No. 174. Statements relative to annulment 
of 1894 Concession probably come from 
M. Ug .18® 

Reconstruction of Imperial Ethiopian Rail¬ 
way Company. Sets forth objections to 
French scheme and proposes an alterna¬ 
tive •• •• •• 18® 

Formation of Ministry. Gives views of 
Italian Charge d’Affaires at Adis Ababa, 
and asks for ours with a \iew to acting 
in agreement (see No. 217) •• •• 140 

Ydlibi. Refers to No. 185. Return cannot 
be prevented. Rainproof and Rubber 

Company know our opinion .. .. 140 

Franco-Abyssinian Commercial Treaty. If 
8 per cent, duty to French goods is 
conceded, to request similar concession 
for British goods .. • • • • 140 

Guard for Legation at Adis Ababa. Com- 
mander-in-Chief and Adjutant-General in 
India are willing to furnish six sowars as 
suggested by Sir J. Harrington. Asks 
that arrangements may be made ac¬ 
cordingly .. .. • • • • 140 

Southern frontier inspector. Refers to 
No. 117. Unsatisfactory character of 
Mr. Boyes, temporary substitute for 
Mr. Zaphiro (see Nos. 221 and 253) .. 141 

Interpreters to Adis Ababa Legation. Re¬ 
fers to No. 115. Inconvenience of present, 
small staff. Students still too young. 
Proposes engaging another (see Nos. 211 
and 229) .. .. • •• .. 141 

Death of Governor of Harrar. Reports. 

Order is maintained .. •. • • 142 

Greek Representative for Adis Ababa. Re¬ 
fers to No. 86*. Describes case, showing 
advisability of appointing. British protec¬ 
tion is invidious and burdensome (tee No. 

220) .. .. - ..142 

Abyssinian Ministry. Refers to No. 180. 

There are objections to character of 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. He pro¬ 
poses, however, to express satisfaction at 
formation of Ministry (see No. 199) .. 144 

Liquidation of old and formation of new 
Railway Company. Menelek is said to 
have been informed of by French Minister, 
and asked to grant Concession at once in 
Dr. Vitalien’s name (see Nos. 208,210,215, 
and 216) .. • • * •• 14 

Southern frontier. Authorizes to sign with 
proposed modifications • • .14- 
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203 I The Marquis di San 
Giuliano 


204 


205 


Mr. Hohler 


»» », 


49 Tel. 


50 Tel. 


206 


207 


» n 


51 Tel. 


To Mr. Hohler 


208 Mr. Hohler 


83 


52 Tel. 


209 To Mr. Hohler 


210 


To Sir F. Bertie 


28 Tel. 


629 


211 


212 


To Mr. Ilohler 
Count Metternich .. 


29 Tel. 


9, 


11 . 


12 


12 , 


13, 

12 , 


14. 


14, 


15, 

13, 


No 

j Name. 

[ 

P 

| Date. 

199 

To Mr. Hohler ., 

27 Tel. 

1 Nov. 11, 1907 

200 

To the Marquis di 
San Giuliano 

• • 

11, 

201 

Mr. Hohler 

47 Tel. 

H, 

202 

To M. Cam bon ## 

• • 

12, 


Subject. 


XVII 


Page 


Xe rqfi Ab7 D in i an Ministr y- Refer,, to No. 
ir , 1 rot ?st against appointment of 
Nagadras inadvisable. Expression of 
satisfaction unnecessary. Italians in- 
iormed accordingly 


145 


147 


ranc. .-aD yssmian Commercial Treaty. R e - 
fera to his note of 29th October. Informs 
* * * . . . 

ifixation in Ogaden. Refers to No. 179. 
Describes, is becoming serious 

l) M»Tw JUri8diction - If French can get 
Menelek to agree, and if Italians agree 

S 18 ^ajesty s Government will support.’ 

(2) Railway. Satisfied that French are 

fera to No. 8 ] 82* ° f “ int6re8ts ' Ke ‘ 

* * • • 

Defence of Legations at Adis Ababa. Was 
Memorandum ,n No. 132 communicated to 

(see"No. 232 / 80 What their 

Southern frontier. Gives Repoit by Mr 
Zaphiro. Mav measures mentioned in 
F°-“ A be adopted to prevent elephant 
Hunters crossing line (see No. 209) 

Reconstruction of Railway Company Re- 

Wbh l l N °u 139 ;, Re P ° rt8 conversation 
with French colleague. Change in his 

attitude. Emperor and Ministry probably 
not favourable to him.. y 

Franco-Abyssinian Commercial Treaty Re 
fers to No. 154. French colleague has 
done nothing further, but is rSidy to 
assent to 10 per cent, duty in return for 
other concessions 

Itahan subject’s claim against M. Ydlibi 
Refers to No. 154. Proper course should 
be prosecution m Abyssinian Law Courts 

Dr. Vitalien. Refers to No 197. Has 
solicited Italian support. His appoint¬ 
ment as Minister would be highly Sbjec- 
tionabe. Is being urged by French but 
opposed by Menelek (see No*214) | 148 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 204. Has 
concurred in scheme recommended by 

N°o 2 «j) Ce and Sir J ' Harlin gton (see 

Transmits No. 197. To inquire of 

G ° v ? rnm ? nt R information is 

if^tw’vr out , how regrettable 

It is that M. Klobukowski does not take 

No. 2 C 23)‘ agUe iUt ° hi8 comidence (*» 

Interpreter, temporary. Refers to No. 193 
Sanctions engagement of 

of . Lections. Has communicated 
Foreign Office note, 23rd September, to his 
Government. Transmits Memorandum in 

pw^ UCU T 8 geDeraI,J in mea9UreS | 
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147 


147 


148 


148 


148 


[ 1509 ] 


TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


r 
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No. 

Name. 

No. 

Date. 

Subject. 1 

i 

213 

Mr. T. Gilmour to 
Mr. Norman 

• • 

tfov. 15, 1907 

Railway. Gives summary of interview of 
15th November, and transmits telegraphic 
correspondence between Trust and its 
agent at Adis Ababa .. 

214 

Mr. Hohler 

53 Tel. 

15, 

Dr. Vitalic-n. Refers to No. 208. Negus 
has told Italian colleague he will not con¬ 
sent to appointment of, io the Ministry .. 

215 

w »» • • 

54 Tel. 

14, 

Railway. Refers to No. 197. Hears 
Menelek’s answer is offer of Concession to 
French colleague or his nominee for section 
up to the Hawash, reserving to himself 
section from the Hawash to Adis Ababa 
(see No 240) . • • • 

216 

To Sir F. Bertie 

131 Tel. 

16, 

Railway. Refers to Nos. 197 and 213. Has 
formation of new Compauy actually taken 
place ? • • • • • • • • 

217 

To the Marquis di 
San Giuliano 


Mb 

New Abyssinian Ministry. Refers to No. 188. 
Answers as in telegram No. 27 to Mr. 
Hohler .. • • • • • • 

• • 

218 

To Sir F. Bertie 
„ Sir E. E^erton .. 

„ Sir A. Nicolson .. 

635 

147 

391 

16, 

Defence of Legations. Urgency of the 
question ; to recall matter to the attention 
of French, Italian, and Russian Govern¬ 
ments (see hi os. 242, 254, and 255) 

219 

• 

To Sir F. Bertie 

687 

16, 

Ethiopian Railway. Refers to No 216. 
Transmits Mr. Gilmour’s Memorandum of 
4th November, and describes further con- 





vereation with Mr. Gilmour respecting. 
To inquire unofficially of French Govern¬ 
ment if agreement on these lines would 
be acceptable to them (see No. 281) 

220 

To Sir F. Elliot 

120 

16, 

Greek Representative for Adis Ababa. Re¬ 
fers to No. 167. Transmits No. 195. 
To inquire again if Hellenic Government 
have come to any conclusion respecting, 
without mentioning Mr. Holder's sugges¬ 
tions for temporary relief • • . • 

221 

To Colonial Office • . 

• • 

16, 

Southern frontier Inspector. Refers to 
No. 181. Transmits No. 192. Has autho¬ 
rized temporary measures. Suggests 
Governor of British East Africa be advised 
to keep watch on Mr. Boyes .. • • 

222 

», Yt • • 

.. - 

16, 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 178. In¬ 
forms of Sir J. Harrington’s concurrence 
in scheme for control of. Hopes for early 
execution of scheme (see No. 230) . • 

223 

Sir F. Bertie 

63 Tel. 

16, 

• 

Railway. Attitude of M. Klobukowski. 
Refers to No. 210. French Minister for 
Foreign Affairs denies that French Repre¬ 
sentative informed Menelek that old Com¬ 
pany had been liquidated and new one 
formed, or that he requested him to grant 
a Concession to new Company at once. 
M. Pichon’s observations regarding the 
complaints made as to M. Klobukowski 
not communicating freely with his British 
and Italian colleagues (see Nos 264 and 
269) .. •• •• •• 

224 

Mr. Hohler . 

65 

Oct. 21, 

Death of Governor of Harrar. Transmits 
report from Vice-Consul at Harrar respect¬ 
ing the situation, and commends M. Gero- 
limato's discretion on this occasion 
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Mr. Hohler 


Oct 23, 1907 Greek Representative for Adis Ababa. 

Refers to No. 169. Describes further 
development of Thomas case, and urges 
pressing necessity of (see No. 228) 


55 Tel. Nov. 15, 


Director of Military 
Operations 


To Mr. Hohler 


To Treasury 


To Colonial Office .. (confidential 


Sir F. Bertie 


232 To tjae Marquis di 
San Giuliano 


233 Mr. Hohler 


.. 56 Tel. 


•• 58 Tel. 


235 „ „ 


•36 „ „ 


68 Oct. 26, 


m „ 


Southern frontier. Asks instructions in case 
Abyssinian Government alter wording of 
Agreement (see Nos. 230 and 249) .. 157 

Defence of Legations. Refers to No. 202, 

J Ias &Q y decision been arrived 
at? (see No. 243). 158 

G, m k ““ muuit y at Adis Ababa. Refers to 
-No. 225. Approves his answer to George 

Thomas •• •• .. . 158 

Interpreters for Adis Ababa Legation, 
describes present inconvenient situation 
as ip No. 193. Asks sanction to ex¬ 
penditure of 10/. a month on training of 
students as suggested.. .. 15 g 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 222. 
Transmits No. 226 and draft telegraphic 
reply for concurrence (see No. 246) .. 159 

Railway. Refers to No. 219. Transmits 
Memorandum communicated unofficially 
to French Government in accordance with. 

Reports conversation with M. Pichon, who 
will confer with M. Oaillaux .. .. 160 

Defence of Legations. Refers to Nos. 182 
and 203. German reply only has been 
received; would be glad of Italian 
answer. Paris, Rome, and St. Peters¬ 
burg!) Ambassadors instructed to request 
J early expression of views . ## 161 

Railway. Abyssinian Government mean to 
construct a part, at least. Statement in 
£°- 15o is on authority of Menelek’s 
French interpreter; that in No. 172 on 
that of French colleague .. ] g 2 

Consular jurisdiction. Refers to No. 131 
French colleague states his Government 
have been told His Majesty’s Government 
agree to principle of (see No. 270) .. 162 

Formation of Abyssinian Ministry. Trans- 

of?^. 236) KiDg Mene ‘ ek “S lg2 

Abyssinian Ministry. Refers to No. 285 
Discusses personnel a D d prospects of! 

Important point is sinister influence of 
Nagadras Hailo Giorgis, Minister for- 
Foreign Affairs (see No 237) .. .. jgg 

Agreement of 18th December, 

1906. Refers to No. 236. Describes re- 
lations with French and Italian colleagues. 
^ On ^ov evident, y wishes obstruct (see 
No - 248 >. .. 164 

Sir John Harrington. Menelek asks for his 
recall, and will give no reasons. Has 
refused to send telegram, which Menelek 
threatens to do himself. Discusses probable 
cause. Urges no attention should be paid 
to this request .. .. .. 166 
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239 

Sir E. Egerton .. ^ 
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Confidential 

Nov. 19, 1907 

240 

Mr. Hohler 

57 Tel. 
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To Mr. Hohler 

30 Tel. 

25, 
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Sir F. Bertie 

559 

25, 

243 

To Director of Mili¬ 
tary Operations 

. • 

• 

26, 

244 

Mr. Tyrrell to the 
Marquis di San 
Giuliano 

• • 

28, 

245 

Mr. Hohler 

72 

6 , 

246 

Colonial Office 

Confidential 

30, 

247 

Mr. nohler • • 

60 Tel. 
Confidents 

Dec. 8 , 
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* n • • 

61 Tel. 

3, 

249 

To Mr. Hohler 

82 Tel. 

4, 

250 

Sir F. Elliot 

168 

Nov. 28, 

251 

Colonial Office 

• • 

Dec. 6 , 


Subject. 


Page 


M. Klobukowski’s attitude to Mr. Hohler 
and Count Colli. French attitude as to 
jurisdiction in Abyssinia. Reports con¬ 
versation with French colleague re¬ 
specting 

New Rail way Company. Refers to No. 215. 
French colleague says it cannot be said 
to exist until it has finished negotiations 
with old Company, but has in fact been 
formed . • • • • • 

Consular jurisdiction. French are confident 
Menelek will accept. Possible i <sfusal was 
our only ground for objection. French 
informed we will agree if Italians do also 

Defence of Legations. Refers to No. 218. 
Transmits reply from Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, who recognizes utility of pro¬ 
posals, and has referred question to M. 
Klobukowski •• 

Defence of Legations. Refers to No. 227. 
Transmits Nos 128 and 212 

Consular jurisdiction. The Secretary of 
State wishes to add to his conversation of 
27th November that he has informed M. 
Gambon of our readiness to agree, if 
Italians do also •. 

Southern frontier. Desirability of obtaining 
services of trustworthy Englishman to 
inspect line in Mr. Zaphiro’s absonce. 
Recommends Captain A. B. Eckford for 
the post .. • • 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 230. 
Governor of East Africa Protectorate 
concurs generally in proposed system of 
frontier patrols. Treasury sanction still to 
be obtained. Suggests alteration in draft 
telegram .. • • • * • • 

Railway. Refers to No. 91. Desirable to 
obtain communication of railway proposals 
from French Government. Suspects con¬ 
ditions prejudicial to interests of His 
Majesty’s Government 

Working of Agreement of 13th December, 
1906. Refers to No. 237. Has been 
informed by French Minister that his 
Government have expressed entire ap¬ 
proval of all his proceedings .. • • 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 226. In¬ 
structions in case of alteration in wording 
of •• .. •• •• 

Greek Representative for Abyssinia. Refers 
to Nos. 123 and 220. Reports conversa¬ 
tion with M. Skousfcs. A Bill will have 
to be passed through the Chamber for 
appointing a regular Consular official. 
Meanwhile hopes to appoint an Honorary 
Consul . • • • 

Defeat of Abyssinian force by Bagheri tribe. 
Refers to No. 163. Transmits telegram 
from Acting Commissioner of Somaliland, 
stating latest intelligence. Contradicts .. 
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258 Sir N. O’Conor .. 745 


259 Sir E. Egerton .. 28 Tel. 


260 Mr. Hohler 


.. 62 Tel. 


261 The Marquis di San 
Giuliano 


- ui viutueii. reports 

conversation with M. Klobukowski 
Marked change in bis attitude. Also with 
Count Colli, who agrees as to undesira¬ 
bility of Dr. Vnalien joining the Miuistry 171 

Southern frontier inspector. Refers to 
No. 192. Transmits extract of letter from 
Mr. Zaphiro, giving reasons for not 
leaving Mr. Boyes in charge; also proces - 
verbal of proceedings respecting allega¬ 
tions against him .. . .. 172 

Defence of Legations. Refers to No. 218. 

Italian Government agree in general to 
proposals in Memorandum of 23rd Sep¬ 
tember. Details might be referred to 
complete understanding between Repre¬ 
sentatives at Adis Ababa .. - 17 g 

Defence of Legations. Refers to No. 218. 
Transmits letter from M. Isvolsky, stating 
he is making inquiries at Adis Ababa .. 176 

• •• . V - - 

Defence of Legations. Agrees generally in 
terms of Memorandum contained in 
No. 132. Details should be settled by 
three Ministers at Adis Ababa. Captain 
Colli has been authorized to obtain help 
of one or more of the Chiefs for purpose 
of defence. Attitude of M. Klobukowski 
regarding situation of new French Lega¬ 
tion (see No. 273) .. .. .. 177 

Consular jurisdiction. Refers to No. 239 
Transmits Mr. Tyrrell to Italian Ambas¬ 
sador 28th November.. .. .. 178 

Access of Abyssinians to the Church of ihe 
Angels at Jerusalem. Refers to i art II, 

No. 129. Abyssinian Mission is en¬ 
deavouring to induce Sultan to reopen 
question, and also to send a Diplomatic 
Representative to Adis Ababa. The 
Mission will afterwards proceed to 
Jerusalem. Reports steps taken to oppose 
demands of Abyssinians .. , j 7 g 

Franco-Ethiopian Treaty of Commerce, 
bir J. Harrington was told at Italian 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs that their 
Representative believes customs duties 
will be considerably augmented, and 
that part of duties will bo set aside for 
purpose of railway guarantee. Such 
action would violate Article X of 
Tripartite Agreement.. .. l 7 g 

• • • 

Railway. Informs of conversation with 
french Minister, whose attitude is now 
satisfactory, respecting progress of his 
negotiations. Refers to No. 209 (see 
No. 269): .. .. .. 1 .. 179 

Franco-Ethiopian Treaty of Commerce. 

Italian Government have heard that 
French Minister at Adis Ababa has 
resumed his negotiations respecting. 

Ireaty would provide for 10 per cent, 
customs duties and Consular jurisdiction 
Emperor Menelek not inclined to consider 
the latter favourably .. .. .. 179 
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262 Mr. Hohler 


Nov. 19, 1907 Southern frontier. Describes line as drafted. 

Points out disadvantages. Recommends 
establishment of ports at Dolo, Hurra 
Gullgullo, Gebel Churre Muyele, and on 
line between Lakes Rudolph and Stephani 
(see Nos. 263 and 274) .. 


268 „ 


19, » 


266 Mr. Lister.. 


266 Mr. Hohler 


Dec. 18, 


Nov. 29, 


267 „ „ 


68 Tel. Dec. 16, 


268 To Mr. Hohler 


269 To Sir F. Bertie 


33 Tel. 


270 Mr. Hohler 


64 Tel. 


271 »• tt 


272 Sir F Bertie 


65 Tel. 


Southern frontier. Refers to No. 262. Sug¬ 
gestions as to action to be adopted in the 
event of Emperor Menelek trying to intro¬ 
duce chauges into wording of draft Agree¬ 
ment, or to postpone definite settlement of 
question ., .. •• •• *84 

Formation of new Railway Company. Dis¬ 
cusses. Refers to No. 223 .. • • 184 

Railway. Reply of French Government to 
representations respecting interests of 
Trust Company .. .. • • 185 

M. Klobukowski’s relations with British and 
Italian Representatives. Reports conver¬ 
sation with M. Klobukowski, who stated 
that representations had been made at 
Paris with regard to his attitude. French 
Governor had informed him that his con¬ 
duct met with their approval. Discussion 
respecting M. Klobukowski’s attitude to¬ 
wards Sir J. Harrington’s return .. 186 

Railway. Refers to No. 260. Agent of 
Trust Company states that French Law 
Officers decided that there was not sufficient 
grounds to pronounce forced liquidation, 
and that French Minister is to induce 
Menelek to pronounce dissolution of Com¬ 
pany (see No. 268) .. •. • r 187 

Railway. Refers to No. 267. On what 
grounds is Menelek to be induced to pro¬ 
nounce dissolution of Company ? (see 
No. 276) .. .. •• ..187 

Abyssinian Railway. Refers to No. 223. 
Transmits No. 260. To express to French 
Governor satisfaction that M. Klobukowski 
has informed Mr. Hohler of general lines 
of Agreements which he is negotiating 
with Abyssinian Government To inquire 
whether negotiations have not reached a 
Btage when details might with advantage 
be communicated to His Majesty’s Govem- 
•ment (see No. 272) .. .. .. 187 

Consular jurisdiction. Refers to No. 284. 
Abyssinian Government propose that mixed 
cases shall be tried before an Abyssinian 
sitting with a European Judge, with appeal 
to Menelek. This proposal, which is merely 
recognition of existing system, is accepted 
by French Minister .. .. .. 187 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 263. Treaty | 
has been signed .. .. .. 188 

Railway. Refers to No. 269. Informs of 
interview between Mr. Grahame and M. 

Louis. Difficulties of communicating in¬ 
formation respecting railway. Expected 
that Agreement will be come to in a 
month’s time.. • • .. .. 188 
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278 To the Marquis di 
San Giuliano 


274 To Colonial Office .. i 


275 The Marquis di San 
Giuliano 


276 Mr. Hohler 


66 Tel. 
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Dec. 27, 1907 Defence of Legations. Refers to No. 256. 

His Majesty’s Government consider that 
before any decision respecting details of 
scheme can be arrived at the reply of 
French Government on general scheme 
should be awaited. Russian and German 
Governments should be consulted from the 
beginning. Agrees that once a general 
Agreement is reached the details should be 
left to the foreign Representatives at Adis 
Ababa .. .. .. ..188 

27 , Southern frontier. Transmits No. 262. 

Does Lord Elgin agree that there is no 
reason to change instructions sent to Mr. 
Hohler in No. ? .. .. ..189 

26, Franco-Ethiopian Treaty of Commerce. In¬ 

forms of general lines of. What do His 
Majesty’s Government propose to do re¬ 
specting new Customs duties ? Arrange¬ 
ment respecting Consular jurisdiction not 
acceptable to Italian Government. What 
are views of His Majesty’s Government? 
Considers moment opportune for a conver¬ 
sation between Sir E. Grev, M. Cambon, 
and himself, in regard to various Abyssinian 
questions .. .. ..189 

27, Railway. Refers to No. 268. Reasons of 

French Minister for trying to secure dis¬ 
solution of Company. Measures to be 
adopted to enable Abyssinian Government 
to construct part of line .. .. 190 


277 M. Gerolimato to 
Mr. Clerk 


278 Sir N. O’Conor 


Affairs of Abyssinia. Observations on Arma 
Traffic and two Abyssinian punitive ex¬ 
peditions 


Access of Abyssinians to Church of the 
Angels at Jerusalem. Refers to No. 258. 
Reports conversation with Grand Vizier 
respecting present state of question. 
Abyssinian Mission still at Constantinople, 
but their request is not going to be granted 
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Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Abyssinia. 




Paet III. 


[43463] 


No. 1. 

Sir Edward Grey to Marquis di San Giuliano. 




Sir, Foreign Office 9 January 1, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note of the 
26th ultimo, containing a proposal that the recently-concluded Agreement on the 
subject of Abyssinia should be communicated to all the other Powers. 

His Majesty's Government see no objection in principle to this proposal, and I have 
the honour to suggest to your Excellency that the most convenient method of making 
the communication, without giving undue importance to a question which primarily 
concerns the three Signatory Powers, would be that I should take an early opportunity 
of mentioning the matter, in conversation, to the German, Austro-Hungarian, Russian, 
and American Ambassadors, handing to them at the same time a copy of the Agree¬ 
ment, should they desire it. 

I have the honour to request that I may be informed whether this suggestion 
meets with the approval of your Excellency’s Government. 

[ have &c 

(Signed) ’ EDWARD GREY. 


[43463] No. 2. 

Sir Edward Grey to M. Cambon, 

Sir, Foreign Office , January 1, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that the Italian Ambassador has 
addressed to me an official communication proposing that the recently-concluded Agree¬ 
ment on the subject of Abyssinia should be communicated to all the other Powers. 

I have informed the Marquis di San Giuliano that His Majesty’s Government see 
no objection to this proposal in principle, and I have suggested that the most 
convenient method of making the communication, without giving undue importance to 
a question which primarily concerns the three Signatory Powers, would be that 
I should take an early opportunity of mentioning the matter, in conversation, to the 
German, Austro-Hungarian, Russian, and American Ambassadors, handing to them at 
the same time a copy of the Agreement, should they so desire. 

I shall be glad to be informed whether this suggestion meets with the approval of 
the French Government. m 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 


[1509] 


B 


















[ 886 ] 


: 


No. 


3. 


Sir E. Egerton to Sir Eduard Grey .— (Received January 9.) 

(No. 3.) Rome , January 6,1907. 

Sir ' WITH reference to my immediately preceding despatch of yesterday’s date, I hare 
the hmmu^t<f inclose herewith translation of an article> respecting Nogara . from last 

night’s “ Tribuna,” which is an organ faronrable to Ae^Garernment 

(Signed) & ’ EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 3. 

Extract from the “ Tribuna ” of January 5, 1907. 

NO Nogara Incident.— People are beginning to occupy themselves 

Ktot7u.U n.Ll, one of the u.n.1 cue. nhieh do no. de.emto be g.ven ft. 
Inportonce rfinodento^^ ^ Ktg „ a „« A il« M.rinm, mule . ndd in the 

.Sr.'as-: 

»e,e injnredn Govern „„t ,„„k remonstrance. to the Negus nnd to the Gn.e.nor 

"-fitsizu: £22 Szzz£!z2&i. oning ft ft., ^ 

times had had cause to complain of the same rebel, Aile Mariam, p P 

acort "hSnC.fS.tion. en.Sl.d hlmft ueert.in hon e.ent. h.d .centred ,n .neh . 
way as to exclude the responsibility of the Chief of Nogara. , , d 

7 When the Colonial Government considered his mission fulfilled, they 

As regards the special interests of Erythrmam the region of Nogara owing to the 
as is permitted by the recent Treaty of Commerce between Italy and Ethiopia. 


[ 1365 ] No ’ 4> 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 20.) Foreign Office, January 9, 1907. 

8ir ’ M CAMBON told me to-dav that M. Pichon’s view was to tell the Ambassadors 

he would be glad to send them a copy when published. 


1 


15 




3 

This would prevent any implication that they had a right to be consulted. 

I replied that we had presented the Agreement to Parliament, and I would pursue 
the same course with the other Powers. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[ 1068 ] 


No. 5. 


The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 10.) 
(Translation.) 

Your Excellency, Italian Embassy , January 7, 1907. 

IN your note of the 1st instant your Excellency informed me that you intended, 
in order not to give sovereign importance thereto, to communicate the Agreement with 
regard to Abyssinia to the Ambassadors of Germany, Austria-Hungary, Russia, and 
United States of America in the course of conversation at an early date; and at the 
same time you expressed the desire to know whether this proposal was acceptable to 
my Government. 

I have now the honour to state that my Government agree to the suggestion, 
and Signor Tittoni will, on his side, make a communication in the same way on the 
first occasion. 

I may add that the Italian Ambassador in Paris has been instructed to inform 
M. Pichon of the above. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. di SAN GIULIANO. 


No. 6. 



Mr. Clerk to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 11.) 


(No. 1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

SOUTHERN Frontier Treaty. 

Emperor Menelek agreed to sign to-day. 
upon which Harrington and Emperor Menelek 
authorized to sign ? 


Adis Abeba, January 10, 1907. 

Wording of Treaty is practically that 
agreed before Harrington left. Am I 


[ 1570 ] No. 7. 

The Earl of Cromer to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 14.) 

(No. 1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo , January 14, 1907. 

M. KLOBUKOWSKI, the new French Agent, visited me this morning and told 
me confidentially that he was starting shortly for Abyssinia on a mission. 

I said that I was confident that he would find the British Representative ready 
to work in concert with him in coming to a satisfactory arrangement with regard to 
the railway questions in which he is interested. 


12173 ] No. 8. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Foreign Office , January 19, 1907. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 15th instant, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, for the information of the Earl of Elgin, a 
copy of a Minute by Sir J. Harrington, His Majesty’s Minister at Adis Abeba, on the 
subject of the Southern Abyssinian frontier. 

Sir J. Harrington arrived in England on the 17th instant, and no time has been 
lost in consulting him as to the Treaty it is proposed to conclude with the Emperor on 
the subject. 





4 


In view of the opinion expressed in the last paragraph of Sir J. 
m- Qir F Grev would be glad to be informed as soon as possible whether^ 

should now be authorized to sign the Treaty with 

the Emperor Menelek. j am> ^ 

(Signed) E. GOB.ST. 


Inclosure in No. 8 . 

Minute by Sir J. Harrington respecting the Southern Abyssinian Frontier. 

THB frontier 

»h Ieptekw 7 i») » far »• the tfClS * 

fSS&'S VSS S h 35 ^ott leave Mounts Naita and Gonna in 

Abj ^S ™Sfor SZttkn - in Anglo-BMouL ,***,. « «« 

(Soudan frontier), How. taiStaS). -? 

pSgUf.'S-“^JS - J-«■»«- “ - -—- 

m th 2J^ Te \. • + t* „ Vmf npppntable to the Abyssinian Chiefs in the South; 

- *“ “ 

be over this frontier. (Signed) J- L. HARRINGTON. 

Foreign Office, January 18, 1907. 


[ 2534 ] No ' 9 - 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received January 21.) 

Downing Street, January 21, 1907. 

Slr ’ I AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt £ 

the 19th January, and to roquest £■ m ^^3iS wi| 

between Abyssinia and the British 

East Africa Protectorate. j am &c 

(Signed) ’ R. L. ANTROBUS. 


[ 2173 ] No ‘ 10 - 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Clerk. 

( N °- 2< ) v Foreign Office, January 21,1907. 

<T ' IStj ™ authored to sign with King M.uelek the Tn»ty «ttli»g th. «»«thetn 
frontier of Abyssinia. 


* 
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[ 335 °] No n 

(No. 3.) Mr ' CleTk t0 8ir Edward Grey--(Received January 29.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. ... ., , _ 

-jgz sar»} z° ! (“ i 'szsxl. 

communication of signature of a m ln ^°™ ed ^7 the latter, that a formal 

appears to them to be necessary, and that PrencTand BrShGov Menel f lo ^ er 
so informed. Pending reeeinf nf fiu • * i- fritish Governments have been 

in the matter. 8 P fUrther mstructl0M > therefore, I am taking no action 


[ 350 °] No. 12. 

Mr. Heard to Foreign Office.—(Received January 31.) ; 

Sir, • 

letter to Dedjazmatch Gassessa) as I hfve^o^py^m ^^ 1011 ° f ^ Menelek ’ s 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. B. HEARD. 


Inclosure in No. 12. 

Mr. Heard to Governor-General Sir R. Wingate. 


Sir, 

to frrtSrd'T Repo h rt n o°n r 4 jiSe^from AdisAbT 

Kassala. ^ ^ ^ rom ^ dls Abeba, through the Governor of 

Itinerary. 


capital on the 301^ May 0 ^^^Travelled v^A 3 ? ebra Tabor > Ra s Guksa’s 

Debra Tabor I first learnt u j ? ebra , , Markos and Dembecha. At 

arrival by telephone to His Majesty's Minister* 6 ! 11 kiUe<i ’ a ^d. after notifying my 
Inchetkab, Dedjatch Gassessa’s eanitel f S ,^ r : P Proceeded in the direction of 
returning. On arrilSXl te P wL nu *7" informed the latter was 
Dedjazmatch was still at TWadHi and ^ or f. ^he 6th June), I was told that the 

ly a ci ' o, ‘ i ‘ o " 

prisoner, were Ef ooncfSted rouldD^ne"?*’ *!? '““PS the Abu Gulud 

the Emperor, I thought it best to Dropped in n P ^ 1D k t lG re ^ el P t °f instructions from 

Emperor’s reply, having left Debra TaTor^’i^ote hearing no news of the 

have the Mudir's letterVnt ontomesTthatTmiX S ask “S bm to 

his instructions. Meanwhile I arranged in ! nu 8 ht adapt my further movements te 
how the Abu Gulud prisoners were bl^ T * of in9 P^ion to see 

the difficulty of obtafninff fresh mule** t /* - 1 w ^. detained » however, partly by 

and partly by the^rder of one ofrnv ° f ^ unfit for further travel, 

bfia i 

Mudirof Kassala's letter dated the 1 st T,, dls ^ nb ution. It was here that the 
“ J "S ’5 ““ ” «»• it contained ’no S ^ 

,J c 


accompanying the prisoners to Gallabat, and having satisfied myself that they 
were being well treated, I returned on the 4th July to Gondar, and proceeded thence to 
Gallabat (the 10th July) arriving here the 14th July. 

Sir J. Harrington's Instructions. 

Failing other instructions from the Soudan Government, Sir John Harrington 
gave me the following orders on leaving Adis Abeba :— 

1. To report fully on the actual state of affairs now prevailing in Walkait, Semien, 
and the country north of Gondar (so far as your route may permit), in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the Soudanese frontier, particularly with a view to ascertaining how for the 
Emperor Menelek’s authority extends to the above-mentioned districts. 

2. To take note as to whether Dedjatch Gassessa cordially co-operates with the 
Soudanese authorities, and carries out the orders given by the Emperor, of which yon 
are aware by the letters sent herewith. 

3. To report immediately any slackness on the part of Dedjatch Gassessa by the 

quickest route possible. « 

With regard to Nos. 2 and 3, the death of Hailo Mariam, and the dispersal of his 
followers by Gassessa, has left me nothing to report on the matters indicated therein, 
and the Soudan Government is, no doubt, in possession of more accurate information 
than I, arriving later, was able to obtain. 

With regard to the instructions contained in No. 1, circumstances prevented my 
reaching the districts of Semien and Walkait, the main cause of my journey having 
been removed by the death of Hailo Mariam and Gassessa’s return to Tagaddi, and 
the disposal of the prisoners, which appeared to be the matter of next importance, 
requiring my presence in the neighbourhood of Gondar. My experience is, therefore, 
limited to the districts of Woggora, Tagaddi the neighbourhood of Gondar, and the 
Gondar-Gallabat road. 

The Emperor's Authority. 

It is a generally admitted fact that the Emperor’s authority tends to dimini sh in 
proportion to the distance from his capital. The amount of attention paid to the 
Emperor’s orders in the more distant provinces depends almost entirely upon the 
attitude of the provincial Governor, and upon how much he has his province under 
control. If the latter wishes to loyally carry out his Sovereign’s wishes, and has his 
smaller Chiefs under good control, the Emperor’s orders will be obeyed. 

In the case of Gassessa, judging by his conduct in the matter of Hailo Mariam he 
could hardly have shown greater zeal in fulfilling the Emperor’s wishes, and the, 
respect paid to his orders by his Chiefs, as far as my experience goes, is quite remark¬ 
able. They seem indeed to hold him in considerable awe. 

It is said that the Emperor’s first letter to him (copy of which is inclosed) caused 
him the greatest anxiety, and a Chief told me that he “ Did not eat for three days 
after he received it.” How far this anxiety may have been caused by the prospect of 
having to pay compensation I cannot say, but the fact remains that he carried out the 
Emperor’s orders with remarkable energy. 

In the matter of housing and feeding the Soudanese prisoners, pending the arrival 
of the Emperor’s instructions, as will be shown later, Gassessa has taken considerable 
trouble and made excellent dispositions, and all the Chiefs concerned seem to have 
carried out his orders with scrupulous care. 

At the present time I should say that any command of the Emperor’s conveyed 
through Gassessa will be promptly obeyed throughout the southern portion of his 
province, though as to how far this would be true in the remoter regions of Walkait 
and Semien I cannot speak from experience. From what I have heard, however, he 
seems to have established a wholesome dread of his name in the districts formerly 
frequented by Hailo Mariam. 

It may ne mentioned here that it is a principle of the official hierarchy that 
orders to a Chief should be conveyed by his immediate superior. Thus, if a command 
is issued by the Dedjazmetch to a “ Chika ” Shum, or small village Chief, it should 
be conveyed by the " Messleni,” or Chief of his district. The same principle holds 
good, in theory at any rate, with regard to a command emanating from the Emperor, 
and thus an admirable excuse is frequently afforded for evading responsibility, should 
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such a oommand be presented direct. Thi<a ^ a i ,. 

summed up in the native proverb “ Ja o-hpfj i , de ^°l u tion °f authority is aptly 
my master's master.” P g^tzyen gheta alawekem ”_« T do not know 

Menelek^onie!sVh”n the^ disposition to evade King 

judging by their behaviour when confronted authorit y • at least! 
show little respect for the RoyaJ commands At ."Jik^ 68 ^ 8 e ^ er > they frequently 
Emperor to accompany me with the special obiect o^inf 8 ’ ^ ? ffice 5, detailed by the 
and assisting my progress was furnished with Jwte • mte J7 1 ® w . 1 . n S tlle local Shums 
should be provided with barley and srrass tte f. m wllich was ordered that I 

, A few examples of the manner in whieJ £ 7 0n 

best serve to illustrate this attitude of the petty Chief^d” 1 * letter Was received may 

cte! * h " 1 »■»“»■ 

saying that his superior wS iwaj and"’hi' wuld'not’ '• 0 ° k ** f 6 E »P««>r's letter. 

“ * £ text 

Z £-itSKf 2X2 XX?!,- sr&t 

and besought p°ardon, pW stones on hi^n’ v 8 / Wind of this ’ then came 

and saying that the Dedjazm 8 tch would flo/hTm o^ K ^ *\ th £ native custom - 

He pretendedTo°be Chief if an^afte^ V™ ^ 8hort of Adjir6 - 

to stay there, saying it was no use my c 0 i ns fufthpr Em P' Bror s letter » -pressed me 
a day or so, &c. Next day, after I had^tarhSP Gassessa would arrive in 

to try and prevent my camping in his village » n d SGDt 8eVera brassages to my guide 
visit me, or send me provisions On hpU ° n m ^j a ^ riva ^ bailed to come and 
promised to provide forage, but only sent mul^.^^ 117 Came and 

myvisitingthe Onmyprodud^T^E^Mro 1 '’’ 1 fT” ^ hum rudeI y forbade 

ilKlSttSifjp '“ l ** A- 

Sou^nese prisoners, or to look at Menefek’s letter1° let , me interview some 
the Dedjazmatch, as he was Chief of thp nm, f . h® °oly took orders from 

King of all Abyssinia, to whioh he ag^ h f im T * Hoy was not 

this country to Gassessa.” ° ’ Dut «Pl»med. that Jan Hoy had “given 

.»eS, kler “• k. could « re«l, «ud 

his subjecta in the "remote.- 1 parin' oMds^ ^ KiUg .^'cclok is looked 
who dwells a long way off and whilst • • °!? ini ? n as an abstract personality 

King of Ethiopia he has little influent onT^? 8 v fact that he is Ja » Hoy and 
of the Province! on the co^^^^U^“ ° f The Governoi 

his commands promptly, and punish or RewardatwflP who , 18 able to enforc e 

extent to which the Emperors order/ Jo 4 He , nce ’ as alread y stated, the 

attitude of the semi-independent Provincial de P end s almost entirely on the 

transmission, and to whom great latitudeTLSn^wv, who act as a med mm for their 
their districts. ° ~ e 1S & ranted ln the management of the affairs of 


Brigandage. 

disturbed oSsoJ mKreSiJl“ito ramfiT “ k “P in * «• country in a 
»s.ji. 8 that ,h.« ■ beliCTe 1 “ 

«ct,r, operations ,b„ngbo.t the prosinee, ott 
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T have Questioned many Chiefs, merchants, and peasants, and all agree on this point. 
oJ Kther ^ToL hears of many ex-brigands who have come in and been 
nardoned or who have become quiescent for various reasons, and such are always liable 
V * nnfivifv at anv time Highwaymen who waylay solitary travellers, 

S, of the bC Me, but Li cen.et be <M 
as regular brigands, as theyhave no coUective organization, and caravans have nothing 

to conditions it seems easy enough for a Chief of any prestige who turns 

« ghifta ” to collect a following. The pay of a soldier amounts to from 5 to 10 dollars 
a-vear with rations, and the career of a brigand naturally appeals to many of 
them as being more lucrative, as well as more exciting. In Woggora, I was told 
that many peasants who have committed a murder turn as a matter of course to 
Wamlaee As the country is full of rifles, and there is, of course, nothing in the 
shape of police, brigand chiefs will always be able to find recruits amongst the more 
lawless elements. The peasantry, whether through fear or interest, can, as a rule, 
he relied upon to harbour, supply, and generally assist a brigand chief and his 

Mlowers^e rf a conversa tion with Gassessa I suggested that it would save a lot 

of trouble if these brigands’ bands were broken up as soon as a leader obtained any 
notoriety, and before he had had time to collect many adherents and do much 
mischief to which he agreed. I would venture to suggest here that if his services in 
the matter of Hailo Mariam are duly recognized, he will he more likely to act with 

Siml Thr'lled'jazmatch has certainly put down brigandage with a strong hand, and 
should he continue to deal with it with the same seventy, it is not likely to flourish in 
his province. All peasants who harboured or assisted Hailo Manam, or whose families 
supplied him with recruits, have, I am told, been fined and many rifles ^ed from 
them, so that they arc thoroughly cowed and unlikely to give assistance to bngands 

f ° r S Eonnerly Gassessa appears to have dealt leniently with bngands, and to have 
pardoned them when they came in (as was the case with Hailo Manam), but since 
the latter’s raid he has completely changed his attitude, and has shown great energy 

aD<i Passing through* Dara I was shown the corpses of five brigands hanged on trees, 
being those of one Lij Igzaou and four of his followers who were caught about the 
beginning of June. This band, variously estimated at from twenty to thirty men, 
had infested Woggora since last year, carrying their depredations down as far south as 
Gondar where they drove a luc4tivc trade in stealing slaves and holding them to 
ransom’ They also levied toll on caravans, and had committed several murders. It 
is said that as Ras Guksa took no steps to repress them Gassessa sent him a message 
sayinc- that if he granted them a safe asylum in Gondar, he himself would send his 
men to capture them there, though it was not in his province. I cannot vouch for the 
truth of this story, but it seems clear that Ras Guksa did nothing, whilst Gassessa 
acted with treat vigour. With characteristic severity the Dedjazmatch has ordered 
a certain district to pay a fine of 500 dollars, because on an occasion when a man 
was murdered there by Lij Igzaou’s men, no one tried to prevent it or arrest the 

“^Gassessa has now under surveillance at Inchetkab a certain Dedjatch Makunan 
formerly Chief of part of Walkayt, whom he regards as a patron and organizer of 
brigandage having indeed committed acts of brigandage himself. He states that 
Makunan used to harbour and assist Hailo Mariam and terrorize the peasants into 
providing him with supplies. He has written to the Emperor about him and fears that 
if he is allowed to return to his former sphere of activity he will resume his old 
habits and continue to prove a source of disturbance. 


Relations with Gassessa and Guksa. 

I may mention that my relations with Gassessa, whom I only saw for a day and 
a-half, were most friendly, and that he received me with considerable ceremony, 
sending out an escort of about 200 men under a Eitauran to meet me. He also came 
as far as the door of his tent to receive me. In marked contrast to Gassessa s behaviour 
“ s the manner in which Ras Guksa, whom I visited at Debra Tabor, received me 
He sent a small officer with three men to meet me, and remained seated when I 
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10 ,h ? e 1“?' -• ><*“*». b r 
that amount of civility. Throughout mv brief wi 1 . con f ldered that I was entitled to 

and offered me no refreshment 2te/othe tbe reverse of cord H 

come again, saying that he did not know !Lt \ seyeral messengers to ask me to 
had explained it to him beforehand! and T 1 v*a untrue > as Ato Zikbala 

meet me I would visit him, but not oth^rii^Wa^^ h ® Uked to come out and 
would be enough if he came to the firft S6 ' ?. e sent more mesaa ges, asking if it 
as I declined these concessions, he sent to Lv^t^ 6 ^ ° f thc but, 

and there the matter ended. I mention hw^jJdfnJfc! C ° Uld COme ? ut to meet me, 
perhaps be exceptional, merely as a fact wiii 1 ° Ur -^ 1S oceas ion, which may 
estimate of his character in future dealings with Ra^uL^!^ towards formin g an 

Trade . 

There is not even a Greek^r^ndi^'tra^er^o'b^fiundIt^d 18 ° f , Mtive mer chants. 
for at least one foreign merchant. It would I think h Gondar > where there is room 
firm in Khartoum or Egypt to establish an b WOr . t , h wMe for some large 

in Adis Abeba by the^g BombavJrAZfi ^ S T la . r to those maintained 
Gallabat, he should be able to undersell fw, h”***’^ ? y lm P ortin g goods via. 

Asmara route, and, being on the spot would bt in , b ?r b 7 t i he , lon g and difficult 
requirements. P ’ Uld be m a Position to study native tastes and 

the respective advantages^of^tta 11 Asmara and tadlfb T^d”* 8 ° n the 8 ub i ect of 
unanimously declare that if the market at the 4 trade route s. and they 

and they could depend on finding big buvers anH fi,? F P lace f ere more considerable, 
to trade with Gallabat. The advantages^ thelntte pnC f S ’ t ley , would much Prefer 
Asmara is difficult and expensive in latter route are obvious. The road to 

single journey • it also passes four customs ^The^ take l da J 8 for the 

with ease in a week and the road is much better^T? J urne y Gallabat can be made 
not looked on as serious impediments. eyer and bngands are apparently 

that it is P not worth-while sending ^Xto aSSf”® a ^ n ^, Ab y ssinian merchants 
or else the inhabitants form a sort of r ;° f bt ’ ? ® lther they find no big buyers 

refusing to buy unless they do so anTthe u^fnrT 1 t hem t0 1°™* their P rice8 b y 
compelled to sell at a loss. 7 ’ d * unf °rtunate merchants are at length 

and on to ©ver^^liied^should Debra Tab ° r to Gondar 

between the two latter places, and would great advanta S e to trade 

to, as merchants could telephone from Gondar ^ P™ ceedill g s just alluded 

7* * he f "•» wiirSb ' S d ‘ they Pr ° P °“ d 

attempts to foster trade b^the constructioirofTbeir^ fort ! lnate hithert o m their 
route over the mountains is still adhered to Varim, « W TOad t0 . Gondar > as the old 
water is scarce, that fever is present th£ hIT reas ° nS are ? iven for this-that 
This latter explanation,ifMES“^ n T ot autllori ^ d its use. 
well have been withheld in view of the as . th ®. I “P erial sanction may 

whatever be the reason, the factTemains^ T . C , ustoms - However, 

I struck this road at the ford of the Angareh n n ? d + 1 “ Ief * sever ely alone, 

improved. Trees had been felled and stonef th ^ &, om S considerably 

bounds. In the plain the breadth was ® )?"f f / , ed and P laced alo >ig the sides as 

it narrows considerably in parts and in steen nlac^^ i? Q hlUs north of Gondar 
suffered some damage. 8tiU it would b,< P P,^ Ce , S las been washed away and has 
section of the road in dry weath^ an2 t e ;f ,0SSlble to ta . ke a str °ng light cart over this 
bnlloch-oarts. I .i be pmclicebie to 

transport and guides to merchants nsW rn ? r °/ A ™ ara bad offered free camel- 
, The market at Gondar^ ““"J 0 W l thout sm 

sale. However, it seems that these laffor P ’ tbe ^ beia g European goods for 
merchants, so it is hard to judge oftheh^LZv^ ^ i?^! houses ot 
from Asmara are able to find an immediate sqle /' th caravans arriving 

informed me, «It runs away like“Tt e 7’’ merchandize. As a merchant 

haS 8adly faIIen fr ° m ltS fonner greatness and consists of a few 

D 
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scattered settlements scattered amongst its rums. The Governor ms asmall Clnefof 
secondary importance. It is said to contain one Chief for each of its forty-four 
SSK7alTof whom are always drunk after midday. This is perhaps an exaggeration, 
but Sufficiency IndicateT thei/ intemperate habits. Its decadence is accounted for, 
partly by the raids of the Dervishes and partly by the cholera which ravaged the 

country some of the population dispersed by these successive 

visitations is now returning to Gondar and that trade shows a tendency to increase. 
It is to be hoped, therefore, that the place may in time regain something of its former 

imt»ortance which its central position warrants. ., . , .,. , 

P The markets at Inchetkab and Debra Tabor are said to h e smaU. l)utthat at 

Ifdo- two days distant, is said to be as large, if not fcirger, than that at Gondar. 

° A11 the country over which I travelled north of Gondar is very sparsely 
populated, and there is little cultivation. The country west of Gondar as far as 
CheWa on the other hand is more thickly populated than any I have seen north of 
Adis Abeba. It is extensively cultivated and contains large herds of cattle. 

A list of some of the principal imports will be found in Appendix 13. 


'Treatment of Abu Gulud prisoners. 

On the 27th June I left Gondar for a week’s tour of inspection of the Abu 
Gulud prisoners. I found them scattered over some 40 miles of country in the 
neighbourhood of Dara, being quartered on the villages of Woggora in small parties 

a7era Gass g es fi srhad S Jven orders that they were to be supplied with food and not made 
to work. In view of the fact that the villagers, who are very poor, were obliged to 
maintain them at their own expense, and that they would be naturally inclined to 
regard captives from the Soudan as intended by Providence for slaves, it says much 
for Gassessa’s authority that I heard not a single complaint as to insufficiency of food 

01 at ItTi S somewhatScffitTt'first to find the prisoners, as the villagers either 
wilfully misdirected me or attempted to conceal their presence. The Chiefs were also 
unwilling to assist me in distributing clothing without orders from Gassess®. 
However, after I had received a letter from the latter instructing the Chiefs to give 
me their help, I was able to interview the majority (in all eighty-six). 

I found them well-treated and in fair condition considering the privations they 
had undergone, but suffering considerably from the cold as their clothing 
and ragged, many of them being in a semi-naked condition. I accord ngly 
distributed cotton sheeting, six or seven yards to the women and to the children 

aCC °They l were''much disheartened at the long delay in restoring them to their 
country and were beginning to despair of ever returning. Two had even fled with 
the idea of making their way back to the Soudan, but were fortunately recovered in 
the desert. They were, however, reassured, for the time at least, by my arrival, as I 
told them that they had not been forgotten and that they would soon be restored to 

their ^country Abubakr, the interpreter I was bringing for the Soudan 

Government to look after them and accompany them to Gallabat. I have instructed 
him to complete the distribution of clothing, to supply them with tenM f ourteenat 
about 6 dollars a-piece), if the Abyssinians have made no arrangements for protecting 
them at night, and to purchase food or other necessaries should occasion arise. 
Before leaving Woggora I wrote to Gassessa askmg him to order his Chiefs to give 
him their assistance 8 I trust that the above course may meet with your Excellency s 

approval that the Emperor - 8 reply to Gassessa has been so long delayed 

as the weather is often bitterly cold on the high plateaux. Some of the women are 
sick, and there is a large proportion of children and infants, some of them without 

m The number given me by Gassessa was 140. Lij Mullaling, the officer who has 
been charged with their distribution, puts the original number as consigned to him at 
142, of whom two have since died. One birth has occurred, and more are expected. 
Judging by their rate of marching, I should hardly think they would reach Gallabat 
much under a month after dispatch of the Emperor’s instructions. 
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Goremor of Kassala, in 

of the prisoners* relatives were beinff sent to ^ P nsoners > that some 

to give them instructions. TtSShrit ^ w } l \ do ^ and requested 

stand have been communicated to you Wthe IcttoTaove 1118 ^ 0 ^ 118 W , hioh 1 under - 
at the same time that they should not^e ? Kassala, suggesting 

sanction for their departure Cdbeen^refZand P 7?f« the Emperar ’f 
received that His Majesty has sent bis inrfLf « d , un ‘ l1 definlte news had been 
removal. J 7 8ent hls “Actions to Gassessa for the prisoners’ 

obstructtheir 3 relattees t on^theh^awi’ral C< a^d a aI 7 ^ 11 ^ the Prisoners, asking him not to 

write another to Jehia Abuba^ ,a lns 7 ructinp a b S im r ^ UeS ^ e< ^ Mamur at Gallabat to 

distribution of donkeys. Ifthe lattershonfd bin ™gejvith the Chief for the 

likely to pay attention to my requit btt if h^sS,^ 8 ^ Mullaling, he is 

men, it is quite possible thathemay be unlfilin- or afraid to takT* ° f Gu ^ sa ’ s 
superior authority. J ° or atraid to take any step without 

donkeys and twenty-thra^ ows”*"som'e of "t lTe m<3 by Gassessa M twenty-two 

appearance, few are likely to survive * are at Gondar > and > ^m their 

I have, & c . 

(Signed) W. B. HEARD. 


Appendix (B). 

-»stts? K, bu ,s; ■* * *■-«• <•*» •«- 

Mushn (“shash”). 4 

Turkey red (“ jano ”). 

Cotton yams (“derr,” “mao”!. 

Drill (“ mabruk 

Chintz (“ shitt 

Silks (chiefly for shirtings). 

» 01V©L. 

Gold braiding. 

. Chiefs* cloaks (“ kabbas **). 

Parasols. V # I 

Enamel ware, glasses and decanters (•• berrillis ”) mirrors, scents, &c. 


articles of luxury are imported,was °to?d Di^C ab °— list< J fano y few 

send specially to Adis Abeba or Asmara to obtain them. f qUmng such sometimes 

_ (Initialled) W. B. H. 


[4349] No. 13. 

Note communicated by French Minister, February 8, 1907. 

RdpubhqJ^S^raduction^de ltccJsf dfre 3 P ar TP? ir au Gouvernement de la 

flJJuiUet, 1906, qui a dte remis 1« a ml r ® cep ‘ 1011 . de 1Ad cord paraphe a Londres le 
Representants Francis, Anglais, et Italicn^ 6 demier par i’Empereur Mdnelik aux 

Gouvernement'^Franfa^^de'sbrerait 1 savoir^Ma ^adimt' *‘ 6X *' eS • en Abyssine, le 

Londres par Sir John Harrington esfcZormel cTu^qS S :|‘ 
Le 8 Fevrier , 1907. 


Inclosure in No. 13. 

Acknowledgment by Emperor Menelek of Receipt of Triple Agreement. 

(Traduction.) 

(ConfidentieL) 

LION Vainqueur, &c., 

Salut a vous! 

„jsrrjr-^3ssr-*iS srsa 

que cet Arrangement «e «>»e«ne 
atteinte h tons nos droits et pouvoirs souverains et ne fixe aucune limite a qn 
estimons @tre ces droits et pouvoirs. 

tferit k Addis-Abeba, le 25 Haidar, 1899(v.s.) (3 Decembre, 1906 (ha)). 


[ 4382 ] No ‘ 14 

Mr. Clerk to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 9.) 

!•) Adis Abeba , January 10, 1907. 

Sir ’ r T t AVF the honour to transmit to you herewith a draft of the proposed Treaty 
respecting the Southern Frontier of Abyssinia, together with two maps illustrating e 

^“''ThisTrontier line was agreed upon, as regards its general direction, by the 
Kf^ltveTSo^ who 

lim"s point .has i been noted 

value^rpt^of Mount« « ^orm, which ha, therefore been^nduded in 

t h] rsn^ffiatand are apparently of the 
by a few underfed natives, there was also an Abyssinian 




I (12517) Wt. 10696/324 3,000 9/32 Hw. G.620 
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at the last moment and try to reopen the discussion of the whole frontier. That in 
itself would be undesirable for many reasons, and moreover in this country an open 
question, especially one concerning a frontier, bars the discussion of other matters and 
adds very greatly to the many difficulties surrounding official work in Abyssinia. 

I have &c 

(Signed) ’ GEORGE R. CLERK. 


Inclosure in No. 14. 

Proposed Treaty respecting the Southern Frontier of Abyssinia. 

After Preamble:— 

ARTICLE L 

THE frontier between British East Africa, Uganda, and Ethiopia agreed on 
between the two Governments shall be :— 

The line which is marked in red on the maps annexed to this Treaty in duplicate, 
which line, starting from the junction of the River Daua with the River Ganale, follows 
the thalweg of the River Daua to Ursulli, and from that point follows the tribal limits 
between the Gurre and the Borana to Gebel Kuffole; from Gebel Kuffole the line 
passes through the summits of the following hills : Roka, Churr^ Moydle, Burrol^, 
El Dimtu, Furroli, Dugga Kakulla, Burrchuma, Afur. From there the line goes to 
the creek at the south end of Lake Stefanie, thence due west to Lake Rudolf, thence 
Dorth-west across Lake Rudolf to the point of the peninsula east of Sanderson Gulf, 
thence along the west shore of that peninsula to the mouth, or marshes at the mouth, 
of the River Kibish (River Sacchi), thence along the thalweg of this, river to 
latitude 5° 25' north ; from there due west to a point 35° 15' longitude east of Green¬ 
wich, thence the line follows this degree of longitude to its intersection with 
latitude 5° 40' north, and runs from there to the intersection of the 6° north latitude 
with the 35° of longitude east of Greenwich. 

The tribes occupying either side of the line shall have the right to use the grazing 
grounds on the other side, but during their migrations it is understood that they shall 
be subject to the jurisdiction of the territorial authority. Free access to the nearest 
wells is equally accorded to the tribes occupying either side of the line. 


ARTICLE H. 

The boundary as defined in Article I shall be delimitated and marked on the 
round by a joint Boundary Commission, which shall be nominated by the two High 
Contracting Parties, who shall notify the same to their subjects after delimitation. 


ARTICLE HI. 

His Majesty the Emperor Menelek, King of Kings of Ethiopia, engages himself to 
grant His Britannic Majesty’s Government, on the navigable portion of the River Omo, 
in the event of the establishment of navigation on Lake Rudolf, a block of territory 
which shall be leased to His Britannic Majesty’s Government to be administered as a 
commercial station. 

It is agreed between the two High Contracting Parties that the territory so leased 
shall not be used for political or. military purposes. 


[ 4518 ] No. 15. 

Count de Bosdari to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received February 9.) 

(Translation.) 

® p * 20, Grosvenor Square , February 6, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to reply to the note which you were good enough to address 
to me under date of the day before yesterday, asking me to clear up a misunderstanding 
. [1509] e 
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Mm. to tarn «to» to regato to toe to the Emp.eo, Meeel.l ot 

the signature of the Agreement of the 13th December, 1 . J&a the WO rda 

!n the Marquess of a “£ \ntour reply dated the 23rd January, you 

occurred * having already notified ;, p su ^ pose that the misunderstanding 

used the words “ has ^officially notified^ ^ , of San Giu i iano did not put 

originated in this wor ^ Ro y al Government telegraphed to this Embassy 

in his note. Indeed, from what the Koyai irow i j Har ° in it on and M. Lagarde, 

it appeared that Ma]or Chccodicola, ^ Agreement had been signed on 

notified separately to 8 of San Giuiiano doubted whether a notification 

Sd "ro[J!y "c.ll.d official, md consequently he did not u* that »ord 

i ”“ , TTS U SSftetaS?«e J ™Tmu. to the Italian Charge d’Affaire, at Adis 

J th -p. nl -f v that although the Royal Government do not regard as at all 

coilemive and more tonnal_not ‘ficat'on to j» ^ ^ any ^ „ lon . K 

reach me. Accept, &c. 

(Signed) A. de BOSDARI. 


[ 4423 ] No - 16 ‘ 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received February 9.) 

(No. 71.) Paris , February 7, 1907. 

Sffl SSrrffEmpotor Ifonelik .El «. #> *•<*»• » l “» h “ 

territory to all goods imported or exported otherwise ^by mdway. 

(Signed) ’ FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure in No. 16. 

Extract from the “ Temps ” of February 7, 1907. 


Le Commerce Franqats et lb Chemin de Fer de Djibouti. 

mJUSS. ‘XSX2SV&& Ch=t O-KSce^hotS 

le 20 D&embre dernier :— ‘ , 

£Sl^SHi£=E=i;=S£ 

sous la denomination de dime 10 pour cent valorem ; d > 6tre que tout 

“ Considdrant que la question de la di«ne ne pent ser0 nt frappdes de 

autant que toutes les marchandises entrant oj sortani u -any 

lamfime taxe ; Maies t6 l’Empereur Mdndlik a fait connaitre par les voles 

ldgales h tons les 

5 droit de 10 pour cent ad toutes 
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les marchandises voyageant par caravane ne seront pas soumises & ce droit de 10 pour 
cent ad valorem; 

“ Considdrant que le commerce entre la c6te et TAbyssinie et vice versd est pour 
les quatre cinquidmes au moins entre les mains do maisons qui ont leur sidge social 
k Aden; .. . 

" Considdrant que ces maisons d’Aden et meme celles de Djibouti ne transitent 
leurs marchandises par Djibouti que parce que le chemin de fer leur en assure une 
expedition plus rapide et moins aldatoire; 

“ Considdrant que ces mdmes maisons trouvent un a vantage pdcuniaire k expedier 
et recevoir leurs marchandises par voie caravanidre Zeila-G ueldessa, puisque le trajet 
6st plus court, et par consequent le prix de la charge moins dlevd qu’entre Djibouti- 
Gueldessa et Djibouti-Dire-Daoua; 

" Considdrant de plus et surtout que les chefs des maisons ayant leur sidge social 
k Aden dtant tous sujets Anglais auront un interdt moral considerable k faire transiter 
leurs marchandises par le port Anglais de Ze'ila; 

“ Considdrant que le Gouvernement local de Ze'ila fait tout ce qu’il lui est possible 
de faire pour amener le plus de marchandises possibles k transiter pour son port; 

“ Considdrant, pour toutes les raisons qui prdeddent, que toutes les maisons ne se 
ddcideraient k expddier et recevoir leurs caravanes de et a Djibouti que tout autant 
qu*elles y trouveront un avantage pdcuniaire sur Ze'ila; 

“ Attendu que si une telle exode se produit, e’est indiscutablement la ruine de 
notre port de Djibouti au moins pendant tout le temps que durera Implication de la 
dime 10 pour cent ad valorem par la Compagnie Imperiale Ethiopienne. 

“ Emet les voeux :— 

“ 1. Que le Gouvernement Eran^ais insiste auprds de la Compagnie Impdriale 
Ethiopienne pour supprimer la dime 10 pour cent ad volorem jusqu’au jour oh Sa 
Majestd l’Empereur Mdnelik croira devoir fermer toutes les portes de son Empire & 
toutes les marchandises d’importation et d’exportation expddides autrement que par la 
voie ferrdo; 

“ 2. Que le Gouvernement local prenne les dispositions ndeessaires pour sauver de 
la mine imminente tous les interessds. 

“ Ces voeux sont adoptds par 21 voix contre 1.” 


[ 4868 ] 17 - 

Memorandum by Sir J. Harrington.—(Received at Foreign Office, February 13.) 

CLERK writes to me under date of the 6th ultimo: “ At Adis Abeba it is 
rumoured and confirmed by Chefneux (President of Railway Company) and England 
(Ochs Brothers* agent) that the three Powers are negotinting some arrangement by 
which they will collect the 10 per cent, promised in the original Railway Concession in 
their respective spheres of influence, and devote the money thus collected to the 
development of those spheres. The idea is to furnish Railway Company with a 
guarantee on which they can raise the capital for the completion of the line to Adis 
Abeba. England seems to think that you agreed to 10 per cent, being levied all 
round the country for the benefit of the railway.** 

Clerk asks me what is the truth, and what is being done by the three Powers. 

This report is evidently due to repetition of a recent conversation between 
M. Pascal, Governor of Djibouti, and myself, in which I had remarked that I could 
not understand the Prench Government’s attitude towards the project. of inter¬ 
nationalizing the railway. M. Pascal informed me that he was not against inter¬ 
nationalization provided present Railway Company was got rid of. I informed him 
that I thoroughly agreed with him that the Railway Company, in its present over¬ 
capitalized state, was no use as an instrument of development, and would be no use 
till the capital had been written down and a clean sweep made of the present 

administration. _ __ __ . . , , 

I remarked that I thought it only fair that if the Emperor Menelek wanted 
a railway that he should contribute towards its cost, and that I personally would not 
be opposed to the institution of some sort of a « Caisse de la Dette,” and an increase 
of the customs all round to say 15 per cent. My idea being that 10 per cent, should 
be paid to Menelek and the remaining 5 per cent, would go into the “ Caisse,” which 
would be under international control. This 5 per cent, would be then apportioned 
partly to the railway, partly to the establishment of schools, improvement of means of 
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communications, establishment of a system of justice, &c., but equally all round, so aa 
not to unduly favour one nation over another, and not in support of any one particular 
object, such as the railway. 

I carefully stated that the idea was purely personal, and that I had no idea of 
how His Majesty’s Government would regard such a scheme, as I had never suggested 
anything of this kind. I added that there was also the question of whether Menelek 
would accept such a scheme or not, but that as the question which now really 
interested us all, if the three Governments were honest when they made the Tripartite 
Agreement, and really wished to maintain the independence of Abyssinia, was the 
commercial development of Abyssinia, there would be no harm in trying to induce 
Menelek to accept something of the sort. 

There is no doubt in my mind that, unless there is an improvement in the present 
system of administration in Abyssinia, and the grievances under which Europeans 
having relations with Abyssinian labour are not redressed, the policy of maintaining 
the independence of Abyssinia as outlined in the Tripartite Agreement is an absolute 
impossibility and farce. 

Abyssinia lias been recognized as a Christian and more or less civilized Power by 
the European Powers, and has to learn that such recognition entails certain 
responsibilities, otherwise trouble is sure to arise which will end in the partition of 
Abyssinia, which seems to me highly undesirable in the interests both of the Soudan 
and Egypt. 

Prom what I have been able to gather from my conversations with the Governor 
of Djibouti, the French Diplomatic Agent in Cairo, and the French Ambassador in 
London, the impression conveyed to my mind is that the French Government do not 
regard with pleasure the idea of having to approach the Chamber for a guarantee of 
interest to enable the capital necessary to continue the line to Adis Abeba to be 
raised, and will endeavour to induce Menelek to take some share in assisting the 
enterprise. 

Under these circumstances I should be glad to know whether His Majesty’s 
Government would approve of such a scheme as has been outlined in my conversation 
with the Governor of Djibouti. Its advantage, in spite of many disadvantages which 
could easily be cited against it, would be that it would be the thin end of the wedge 
towards improving the existing system of administration in Abyssinia. It must, 
however, be borne in mind that it is very long odds against Menelek being induced to 
accept any such arrangement. 

J. L. HARRINGTON. 

London , February 12, 1907. 


[ 4349 ] No. 18. 

« 

Memorandum, communicated to French Minister , February 13, 1907. 

WITH reference to the Memorandum of the French Embassy dated the 8th 
instant relative to the acknowledgment of receipt of the Agreement initialled in 
London on the 6th July, 1906, which was handed by the Emperor Menelek to the 
British, French, and Italian Representatives at Adis Abeba on the 3rd December, 
1906, Sir Edward Grey has the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the English 
translation of that document forwarded by His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires,^ which, it 
will be observed, does not differ substantially from the French version, although not in 
precise verbal agreement with it. 

Foreign Office , February 13, 1907. 


[ 4518 ] No. 19. 

Sir Edward Grey to Count de Bosdari. 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 18, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 6th instant, 
explaining a misunderstanding which seems to have arisen relative to the notification 
to the Emperor Menelek of the fact of the signature of the Tripartite Agreement of 






Mr. Clerk, Telegraphic, December 10, 1906. 
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£ the rieS rfkjS “ov™7£ Stott b^tKX 1 ~ 

official communication n«d be mad. to Hi, ImpitJ^; thc”u W ^ 

Maj f est ? s Ch argd d Affaires at Adis Abeba will accordingly be informed that 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[4518] No. 20. 

( . No 13 Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Clerk. 

Sir 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 9 of the^28 tlf" ul h 

question of the communication to the Emperor Menelek of the fact of tl ™ to tlle 
of the Tripartite Agreement, I have to inform you that on 1 theJ7th nhf 

concurs. JJSKmE tl £ ST””* 

Italian 1 Ambassador* ilS s tiffi„,£™ l ‘ ll » 

On the 9th instant I received a note from the Italian a* a • i 

to my communication, stating that, according to the telegram rectived at the EmbaS 
from the Italian Government, the Representatives of thfKeTlWat^Adfs AhZ 

t0 M T le . k the si e nature the Agreement ^ 

sssi zm s iF* 

ment should Hi, Majesty, Government venire ,„y forth*, ezpl“ ,? 0 „ ° lu 

made, U SKSfA 

I am, &c. 

(Signed 1 * E. GREY. 


[ 5590 ] No. 21. 

(No. 91.) ^ F ‘ B ‘ rtie t0 ^ Edward Grey-—(Received February 19.) 

Sir, D 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith a M F f ruar y 18 > 

to John Hairington, recording a conversation he hi yesteTdavwhh IT *7 
Political Director at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 7 M - Louis » the 

I have, &c. 

(For the Ambassador) 

(Signed) REGINALD LISTER. 


[1509] p 
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Inclosure in No. 21. 

Memorandum by Sir J. Harrington . 

"WHEN I saw M. Louis, Director of Political Affairs, yesterday, I informed him 
that my chief object in visiting Paris and Rome was to ensure that the Representatives 
of the three Powers, France, Great Britain, and Italy, should receive strict orders to 
follow out a policy in the interest of whites as against blacks, and that if the Repre¬ 
sentatives were not in accord about any particular point, they should not disclose 
their differences of opinion to King Menelek, but refer the question to their respective 
Governments for settlement and orders. In fact, I wanted to see the Representatives 
of the three Powers act as one in all questions that concerned the public good. 

As regards the railway question, I informed him that it was the business of the 
French Government to find a solution, which I would, if asked, give my opinion on, 
and which, when they had decided, would be supported by me to the utmost of my 
power. 

The idea of the French Government is now to make Menelek pay for the railway, 
and not to give the Railway Company any further pecuniary assistance. 

The idea seems to be to formulate a proposition based on some remarks of mine 
to M. Pascal, the Governor of Jibuti, and to create a sort of “ Caisse de la Dette ” 
under international control. 

M. Klobukowski, recently nominated for a special mission to Menelek, was 
present during most of my conversation and was asked to formulate a proposal. 

The conversation was general and I made it clear that any remarks of mine were 
to be considered as purely personal, and in no way binding His Majesty’s Government 
or representing their views. 

J. L. HARRINGTON. 

Paris , February 18, 1907. 


[ 5551 ] No. 22. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Egerton . 

(No. 25.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , February 20, 1907. 

I TOLD Count Bosdari to-day that I understood his Government were disturbed 
by the deposition of the two Chiefs who had been punished for the Nogara incident^ 
and M. di San Giuliano had made a personal suggestion that there should be a mixed 
inquiry on the subject. * 

We did not think it necessary to have a mixed inquiry, which, I thought, would be 
making rather too much of the affair; but if the Italian Government wished to approach 
Menelek, and get him to reinstate the two deposed Chiefs, they were at liberty to take 
that course. We should not take any part in the matter, but we should offer no 
objection. '»*■•» «? 1 - 

Count Bosdari seemed to think that this would be a satisfactory solution. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


' * “i 

[ 6460 ] No. 23. 

Count A. de Bosdari to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 26*) 

- t , 

(Translation.) f 

Your Excellency, Italian Embassy , February 22, 1907. 

I WAS careful to inform my Government immediately of the substance of my 
conversation with your Excellency on the 20th instant, viz., that the British Govern¬ 
ment did not consider the incident of the removal of two Chiefs of the Noggara of 
sufficient importance for it to be submitted to the judgment of a Mixed Commission ; 
that henceforth the British Government preferred not to interest themselves in the 
question; and that if the Italian Government, -in agreement with the Emperor 
Menelek, were to reinstate the Chiefs, the British Government would make no 
opposition thereto. 
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& st a ecl “ i< ”; .<4 

henceforth indifferent (» estraneo ”) to the Question Government remaining 

USES sssk *» * h » 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. DE BOSDARI. 


[ 6313 ] No. 24 . 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 26.) 

(No. 101. Confidential.) 

Harrington 00^1^^^ Sir John 

. I have, &c. 

(In the absence of the Ambassador), 

(Signed) REGINALD LISTER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 24. 

Note on Conversations between Sir J Harrington and M. Klobukowski, nominated for 

Special Mission to Abyssinia. 

me tiJu^eratod^tha^the^renc^Onvo 83 ^ 011 ^ •* hs ? h ? d with M ‘ Klobukowski gives 
negotiationswiSthe^ Emperor^MendekfoX i f ^notation regarding the 
except m thorough agreement with His Majesty’s 0 Government. ® ^ t0 ^ Abeba 

to asr 8eems 

rf tte 

asked to give financial support tc? the l.W pro P? sed whereby the Emperor will be 

po “™ r £ fi“ l “,r» IWh G ™“* 

proposition to the effwt 3 th a t e dauerJln tbe’RaU^ 8ee “® t0 fomwla te a 
should be in some manner applied to Abyssinia and thi once88 ’ on granted by Menelek 
the various railways foreshadowed in th/l906 Agreemen^ 66 ^ 1Z6<1 t0 guarantee 

ii»itopi,r^srifz“S. b Lt”*• £? b r » p »!. «b. 

benefit of railway construction. I have expressed 1 " d 4 byssin i a for the 

likely to hamper trade. pressed my distaste for this idea as being 

men, 1 tS dSdrii? ‘.“pCtSCW 

r "“."ttTk. THatig* 

,mpr ?=" t *s * “ l “ i ‘ 1 

It is no use attempting to conceaHts ’ disadvan eVGr , pr< ?]? osal ma y be made, 

plenty of people who will show them. The only poLibWb ^ E ? iperor » ae ^ere are 
being perfectly open with the Emnprnr ^ possible chance of success is that of 

and advantages of any plan proposed*^’ ^ C * early ex P 3a mmg to him both disadvantages 
Forth.,, I bar. , dded th<t , ia n? tle presm[ situat . m ^ 
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stows an absolute want of confidence in Europeans, and that under existing circum¬ 
stances the safest policy to follow is abstention from any appearance of interference 
on the part of the Powers in Abyssinian domestic affairs. 

I think I have made it clear to M. Klobukowski that I am not very hopeful of 
obtaining financial assistance from the Emperor for the railway unless the French 
Government confine themselves to keeping a financial control over the railway, and 
avoid interference other than this in railway matters, but that under these conditions 
there is no harm in attempting to get the Emperor to assist the Railway Company. 

I have also pointed out to M. Klobukowski that it is as well that Italy should 
approve of the plan proposed, as it is easier to prevent an affair being brought to a 
satisfactory finish than to carry it through in Abyssinia. 

M. Klobukowski spoke to me about the Bank of Abyssinia, and the possibility of 
France taking a more prominent position in the affair. I informed him that the bank 
was not a political but purely a commercial instrument, created with a view to the 
development of Abyssinia, and that my one object was to have no relations whatever 
with the bank, but to see it placed on a satisfactory footing and conducted as a purely 
business concern, free from interference of any sort on the part of the Ministers at 
Adis Abeba and their respective Governments. I remarked that there was no objection 
on the part of His Majesty’s Government or mine to the nomination of a second French 
Director on the Board of the bank, and that, so far as I was concerned, I waB personally 
in favour of the idea. 

In conclusion, I think it is thoroughly agreed on with M. Louis and M. Klobukowski 
that French and British Representatives in Abyssinia are to keep one another thoroughly 
informed of one another’s proceedings, and, in case of disagreement on any particular 
point, are to refer the question for decision to their respective Governments. 

(Signed) J. L. HARRINGTON. 

Pam, February 22, 1907. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 24. 

Observations on Conversations with M. Klobukowski. 

(Private.) 

THE general impression conveyed to my mind is that the French Government is 
too inclined to think that any scheme put forward by them and supported by Hia 
Majesty’s Government will succeed. 

The question of the railway is an extremely difficult one, and, if not carefully 
handled, may give Germany an opportunity of establishing herself in a position of 
very considerable influence in Abyssinia. 

The French Government evidently are unable to separate sentiment from business. 
They are at present in a quandary owing to their wanting to elimiqate the control 
which Messrs. Ochs Brothers have over the French Railway Company through the 
International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company, and their desire 
not to bankrupt the French Railway Company. This they realize is a dangerous 
proceeding, because there is no means of forecasting what action King Menelek may 
take. 

The latter might refuse to renew the Concession or recognize its transfer, or insist 
on his being allowed to buy up the portion of the railway line in Abyssinian territory 
at the highest price bid for it. 

I cannot understand their not utilizing the so-called International Trust Company 
in the extension of the railway to Adis Abeba, now that the Tripartite Agreement has 
been signed. I mentioned this to M. Klobukowski, and remarked I really could not 
see why they did not, as it appeared to me that, once we had recognized the railway as 
French to Adis Abeba, it did not matter whose money built it. 

M. Klobukowski admitted that there would be a public outcry if Ochs Brothers 
retained their control; it would be thought that the French had been scored off, 
because French public opinion would take the view that the Trust, having control over 
the Railway Company, and the construction of the second section being in their hands, 
would be in a position to make a branch line from the second section to a British port, 
and thus ruin Jibuti. The natural reply to this was that the Agreement did not allow 
of it except with the consent of the French Government. 

Apparently the French Government are afraid of Parliamentary interpellation and 
a press campaign on the part of M. Michel, who is a pronounced Chauvinist, and a 
violent antagonist of the Trust Company. 
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rat of a Go ™“' ™> the 

Bro.W, to rataiAjr pr«», ““ “ ll ™ 0d “ 

oourse of X^f.wda ° « I'lJfr jg' £££■“” *0 b. taken in the 

op the 12,000k necessary, £' S, K PU * 

Paris, February 23, 1907. (Signed) J. L. HARRINGTON. 


[ fi758 ] No. 25. 

Memorandum communicated by the Italian Embassy, March 1, 1907. 

between Marquis ??i S^GdRano^nd’ Sir 0 *!' lf US R ° f ldeaS took place last 111011 
dangerous situation which might arise at Adi«°!u P ar ? m S*° n on tlle subject of the 
Menelek. Sir John HarrinSon suggested thJ ^ eve ? t of the death of 

try to have all the Legation? built near each otW ^d^ v° be d , 0ne now was t0 

of a block-house to protect them would be if not -ihfinl tV ’- pe . rla P s > construction 

Si,John^^„ 0 ;XrL"SSSiyTh ski “ a ‘t e ™" «p™»d by 

place near the British Legation and thev / f f r £l le seat ° f tlle Royal Legation to a 
houss. They, moiTvey SS™d(TintS frl? th " »' * “<«*- 

m regard to a subsidy to be granted to an aCI’ B P resen ^ lves at Adis Abeba, 
of Sir John Harrington ^ Abyssinian Chief, according to the suggestion 

shouJd frame jointly £s b LoSon^SS ^' “ d . F ™“ i G °™™>» 

Representatives at Adis Abeba on the subject’ d tlCal lnstructl ons to be sent to their 

<» th.British Government , h . 

“»* would be prepared to d “p a Se'l rd o'o" "“M" ““ ““ “"era- 
lines. He would suggest that such srlipmp ^ instructions on the aforesaid 

him and to the French Embassy in London After d^find" 1 “ read /’ ^jtrrfaoitterl to 

“a".“L£" cI * dsfi; 

Italian Embassy , 20, Grosvenor Square. W. 

February 27, 1907. 


[646( M No. 28. 

Sir Edward Grey to Count Bosdari. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reeeint n F° retgn March 1, 1907. 
taking act of the communication which? made to vou in cAn n °* t - e ° f tb ? 22nd ultimo, 
in regard to the removal of the two Chiefs ofNogar? oonvers ation on the 20th ultimo 
effect that, if the Italian Government wished to^aimm ‘ ls com ™ UI1Ic a t i o n was to the 
request him to reinstate the Chiefs in question -‘HiEmperor Menelek, and 

object™, lh0 „ gh ^ „ u|d „ 0[ , Wdve . Mle ^e«y , G »™—t world offer 

G 
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I note with satisfaction that the Italian Government have accepted this solution. 

In order to prevent the possibility of misunderstanding, I think it desirable to 
explain that His Majesty’s Government, while taking no part in the matter of the 
reinstatement of the Chiefs, cannot be considered as remaining henceforth indifferent 
to the question of Nogara generally, their view being that the position of that district 
is regulated by the Tripartite Agreement of the 13th December, 1906, under which 
Italy, France, and Great Britain enjoy equal privileges throughout the Kingdom of 
Ethiopia. • 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[ 7015 ] . No. 27. 

Sir F. Lascelles to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 4.) 

(No. 82.) 

Sir, Berlin , March 1, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report that a paragraph has appeared in the “ Cologne 
Gazette ” on the subject of the extension of German influence in Abyssinia, in 
criticism of an article on the subject which appeared in the “ Bourse Egyptienne.” 

According to the latter organ, the efforts of German diplomacy in Abyssinia have 
already had remarkable success, and the role which Germany will in future play in 
that country will every year be a more important one. 

In any case, German influence is every day becoming of more account at the Court 
of the Emperor Menelek. The Empress Taitu has engaged a German governess for 
the education of the heir-presumptive, Prince Yacu, and the son of Ras Makonnen, and 
German merchants have received several marks of favour, of which the most important 
is the monopoly of the sale of alcohol and tobacco. These facts show, the “ Bourse 
Egyptienne ” states, that Germany, in consequence of her possessions in German East 
Africa, seems to take the same interest in Abyssinia as she does in Morocco. It would 
therefore be advisable to recognize, once and for all, that Germany will not meekly 
give up what her diplomats and merchants have gained for her in the country of the 
Negus by ignoring British opposition. 

The “ Cologne Gazette,” in commenting on the article, states that Germany, like 
all other Powers, is merely endeavouring to further her own interests in Abyssinia, and 
that the German Government has repeatedly pointed out that those interests were 
purely of an economic kind. 

Germany will permit no Power to dispute her right to further those interests. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 


[ 6758 ] No. 28. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 

Sir, Foreign Office , March 8 , 1907. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copy of a Memorandum communicated by the 
Italian Embassy at this Court , 0 relative to some proposals for the defence of the foreign 
Legations at Adis Abeba in the event of disturbances following the death of the 
Emperor Menelek, which were put forward by you to the Marquess di San Giuliano in 
the course of a conversation with his Excellency during your recent visit to England. 

You will observe that the Italian Government concur generally in the views 
expressed by you on that occasion, and that Count de Bosdari inquires whether His 
Majesty’s Government would be willing to prepare and submit to the French and 
Italian Governments a draft of instructions to be sent to the Representatives of the 
three Powers at Adis Abeba, with a view to carrying your proposals into effect. 

Count de Bosdari has been informed that His Majesty’s Government are willing to 


* No. 25. 
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immediately^e*tek^rf in The'maUer!' ^ eXpr6S8ed > and that the necessary steps will 

wordd Lr^shme^S^ your careful consideration, and 

to offer as to the form which tie 

I am, &c. 

- (Signed) E. GREY. 


[675f « No ; 29 . 7 

Memorandum communicated to Italian Embassy, March 9, 1907. 

Italian Embassy, dated the^^rultimo^relativeT t0 f e ? eive the Memorandum of the 
Harrington, in the course of convematiou P r °POsals made by Sir Jolm 

defence of the foreign LegationTIt Adk llX - th ® Mar( l ui8 * San Giuliano, for tS 
upon the death of the Emperor Mendek. A b “ ^ ® Vent ° f dis turbances following 

Majesty’s Government a^wdbng"^ complv^vhh th ° honour to state that His 

2&S.*-" — "«■» - bSi r 

The necessary steps will immediately be taken in the matter. 

Foreign Office, March 9 , 1907. 

_ * % 


[838 « No. 30. 

*» Afa* 15.) 

of Ihe ]•“!; “0*10 f B T d of Krnotor. 

ssf - AddS A^itofs .tasss srr SfE 

presented to ^e^ego™ throng™ the* BrdbTT 3 ^ thiS C0IJnter 'Proposal has been 
cannot help thinkingfhat it would have b^ Lega . tlon at Add ^ Abeba ; and they 
spirit of the Tripartite Agreement of the 13th fw T ac , c01 ' dance with the letter and 
tad been made jointly by the Itahan BrlS a^d FrZ + 8U ° b a “^unicatlon 
Abeba ; or, at any rate, that the Italian and fL i 7 e Representatives at Addis 
previously informed of the step of their British coui^f th ” e sh ° uld have !j een 

- rn„ Pe „ DeIegate , 

Government aTto th^chln^Yto’ Stffected'Tn^ ^ above ' stated views of his 

c ? - 

they wnnH ^ be r ?P resented on the Committee atTdT A, botJl Ital y 

they wouW consent to instruct their Represen tit iv! ,1 aYv 18 Abeba S and whether 

P »»‘ de B0,d “ ^ '**“> <» Sr E. Grey for oa 

Italian Embassy , March 14, 1907. 
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[ 9715 ] No. 81. 

Memorandum respecting Conversations at Rome with M . Tittoni (Minister for Foreign 
Affairs ), Marquis di San Ciuliano , and Commendatore Agnesa (Director of Colonial 
Affairs).—(Communicated by Sir J. Harrington , March 25.) 

POINTS on which there was complete agreement 
i 

1. Instructions to Representatives in Abyssinia. 

That the British, French, and Italian Representatives should receive clear and 
precise orders that they are to act together in all questions, thus instituting a white 
policy, and to do nothing without informing one another. 

In case of disagreement on any particular point, they are to refer the question 
for decision and orders to their respective Governments, thus avoiding disclosure of 
their differences of opinion to King Menelek, before whom the Representatives of the 
three Powers should appear always in agreement. 


2. Menelek's Death : Defence of Legations. 

That the Legations should, if possible, be all established in the same quarter, and 
be built so as to resist rifle-fire. Also, that the Representatives of the three Powers 
should be authorized, in case they thought it necessary when Menelek’s death occurs, 
to promise a money payment to a Chief or Chiefs who might be in a position to 
protect the lives and property of Europeans in general and the Legations from mob 
attack. 


3. Jurisdiction over Europeans in Abyssinia. 

That the Representatives should endeavour to persuade King Menelek to appoint 
some sort of Mixed Court with a European Judge in order to improve the administra¬ 
tion of justice in Abyssinia. The Judge to be paid by King Menelek, and to be 
considered as an Abyssinian Government official. 


4. Agreement concerning Arms Trade of December 13, 1906. 

That the efficacy of Article 3 was doubtful, and that it was advisable that the 
Representatives of the three Powers at Adis Abeba should be left free in their 
endeavours to obtain the best terms possible from Menelek. 


5. Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company. 

That it was no use discussing the railway question until the French Government 
had informed the other Signatory Powers to the Tripartite Agreement what the 
French proposals were. 

The following questions were referred to 

(My impression was that the views expressed by me were not generally acceptable 
to those present.) 

1. Spheres of Influence .—This expression was constantly used by the Italians in 
the course of the conversations. I stated that I did not admit the. existence of any 
spheres of influence under the Tripartite Agreement, which, I said, did not define 
spheres of influence, but merely the respective interests of the Signatory Powers. 

The point was raised that the Agreement itself recognized spheres of influence 
by quoting the Anglo-Italian Agreements of 1891 and 1894, &c., in Article 1. To 
this I replied that Article 1 recognized the independence of Abyssinia, and in no way 
altered the existing relations between the Signatory Powers and Abyssinia. The view 
I took of Article 1 was that it did not create spheres of influence, but merely 
presumed that, in the event of it being found impossible to maintain the independence 
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M The arrangement^^^ft3r‘ 0 0 SSSjta“ 

“"u :l”K"ta ;"nd h tt«“n™ce Eng Menel.k that hi. eenntry Ed 
been divided into spheres of influence. 

A ,. linrp been <*iven but I considered them better left unsaid. 

jr^rdTSnS^ireeidentlyverg vexed my reply, and left m 

somewhat of a bad humour. ^ remarked in a very disa pp 0 inted manner that 

When I saw M Titto „ d ’ elimitation of eventual spheres' of influence it was 
if I was opposed to his id how6 ver continued to harp on the advantages of 

no use raising ie q ■ might be a source of friction in the event of the 

settling a11 ‘ b ii n i q a 'ConsequentTy 8 knowing the disapproval of the Tripartite 
SSmlnt .S Ste in E, C.feni.l eirefe., I though, it advimbl. no. t. ray 

■«££*WSSa-r nvare that 1 w» no. an « o, 

& « a s 

f“ntlv protected by the engagements between the two Governments concerning 
Abvssinia y so fai as we were concerned. I added that, though they had given me 
no reason which inclined me to alter my personal opinion as to the undesirability of 
ffie proposed arrangement, I would not say “ No ” to the proposal, but would consult 

L ° rd Thk“nswer had the effect of putting M. Tittoni and the Marquis di San Giuliano 

in a ^ t tt tk r ig f ™“ e r °^ eW) w hich took place the day previous to my departure from Rome, 
M Tittoni referred to the Agreement of the 13th December, 1906, regarding the 
toffi™. ,™, mentioning the inability of the Agraement £™g "jghjta. 
unless France exercised a stricter supervision over the loral trade at Jibuti. 1 
informed him that I had spoken to M. Pascal, the Governor of Jibuti, when I was at 
the latter place in December, about what I considered the insufficient control that was 

pxercised hv the local Administration over the trade m arms. ... 

He particularly asked me to speak to Sir Edward Grey and Lord Cromer on this 
subiect with a view to the British Government exerting their influence to induce the 
French Government to insist on the local Administration at Jibuti exercising an 

pflioipnt control over the trade in arms locally. 

A remark was made by the Marquis di San Giuliano in the presence of M. rittom 
to the effect that “ Harrington wanted to institute a white policy which he would 
control ” I replied that if my Italian and French colleagues behaved towards me in 
the manner that I should behave towards them, viz., do nothing without informing 
them and suspending action if they were not in complete agreement with me, I 
failed to see how, under the circumstances, Harrington could he said to control any 

POll °The Minister for Foreign Affairs and the others were clearly given to understand 
that any views expressed by me were personal opinions and m no way binding on His 

Majesty’s Government. 

Cairo, March 11, 1907. 


18386 ] No * 32 * 

Sir Edward Grey to Count de Bosdari. 

SIR EDWARD GREY presents his compliments to the Italian Charge d’Aflaires 
and has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of his Memorandum of the 14th instant 

relative to the Bank of Ethiopia. . . ,, • 

In this Memorandum Count de Bosdari expresses the opmion of his Government 

that the proposals submitted to the Emperor Menelek by the Board of Directors of the 
bank, in reply to those which His Majesty had made to them should have 
been presented not by His Britannic Majesty s Chargd d Affaires at Adis Abeba 
alone, but by the Representatives of Great Britain, Italy, and France together, or at 
any rate that the two latter should have been previously informed of the step which 

Mr. Clerk was about to take. 
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The Memorandum further raises objections to the terms of these proposals and 
inquires whether His Majesty’s Government would be prepared to support a fresh 
arrangement, in substitution for that which has been submitted to Menelek for 
increasing the number of the foreign members on the proposed Committee of the l:>ank 
at Adis Abeba, and whether they would consent to instruct their Representative at that 
capital to concert with his Italian and French colleagues as to the best means of °ivmg 
effect to the views of the Italian Govermnent. & 6 

Sir E. Grey has the honour to point out, in reply, that the Bank of Ethiopia is not 
and has never been in any sense a political institution, and that, in transmitting to the 
Emperor Menelek the proposal in question, His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires was not 
“S# ln a political capacity, but was merely consulting the convenience of the Board 
of Directors by serving as a channel of communication between them and His Imperial 
Majesty. He impressed, moreover, upon Menelek on that occasion the non-political 
character of the bank, and expressed the hope that for the future neither His Britannic 
Majesty s Government nor their Representatives at Cairo or Adis Abeba would be 
called upon to interfere between that institution and the Abyssinian Government 
. , Italy possesses a representative on the Board of Directors of the bank whose duty 

it should be to defend Italian interests if he considers them to be threatened, and to 
keep Ins shareholders informed of the proceedings of the Board so that they can 
protest against any action of which they disapprove. As no such step was taken on 
the present occasion, it was natural to suppose that the proposals made to Menelek by 
the Board were considered unobjectionable from the point of view of Italian interests 

and His Majesty s Government now learn for the first time that the Italian Government 
take exception to their terms. 

With regard to the nationality of the two foreign members of the proposed 
Committee at Adis Abeba, who, the Memorandum assumes, will be respectively British 
and Egyptian, the proposals stipulate that their appointment shall be a matter 
of arrangement between Menelek and the bank, so that the claims of aU Powers 
represented will receive consideration. 

Sir E. Grey will have the honour of communicating further with the Italian 
Embassy on the subject of the modification in the constitution of that Committee 
proposed by the Italian Government. niee 

Foreign Office, March 26, 1907. 


[ 10957 ] 


No. 33. 


Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 6.) 

Sir 

T PTaVT? v. , Cairo , March 20, 1907. 

o., . ... the . ¥ nour t0 acknowledge the receipt of vour despatch of the 
8th instant, transmitting copy of a Memorandum communicated v to you by the Italian 
Ambassador, relative to some proposals for the defence of the foreign Legations at 

fntS t he 6Vent 5* dl8turba,lces follo "-mg the death of Menelek, which were 
put forward by me recently m conversation with the Marquis di San Giuliano 

1 have given the Memorandum most careful attention, and it appears to me that 
}: Pr T? P ° SaS T def u ensibl , e Legations have been adopted bythe three Powers 
*ft lr pf e r/ en r V / 3 r have , b( fnauthonzed, m case of necessity, to subsidize a 
Chief or Chiefs for the defence of the Legations and protection of European lives and 
property, the action of the three Representatives is already defined by Article 3 of the 
Tripmtite Agreement of the 13th December, 1906, regarding Abyssinia 

• i ^ ,°“Iy suggestion I have to offer is that the three Representatives should be 
instructed that, when the Emperor’s death is imminent or occurs, in case there is a 
divergence of opinion among them -as to the necessary action to be taken for the 
defence of the Legations and protection of European lives and property and it is 

impossible to refer the question for decision to their respective Goyernments the 
decision of the majority is to be acted on. governments, the 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. L. HARRINGTON. 
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[11697] # No * 34 ' 

Mr. Clerk to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received April 11.) 

N ^ Adis Abeba , April 11, 1907. 

(Telegraphic.) r. 

SOUTHERN frontier. 

IhS^objiction ^following additionArticle II of the draft Treaty which 

" “STSifSmmis.i.. will have power to male .och modlfleation. 
• f rnT1 tip r line as geographical or other conditions may necessitate. They will also 
settle frontier between the P Gurre and the Borana tribes in concert with the Chiefs of 

those tribes.” 


[10957] No - 36, 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 

Foreign Office, April 12, 1907* 

’ I HAVE received your letter of the 26th ultimo, respecting the measures to be 
takeA for the defence of the foreign Legations at Adis Abeba in the event of disturbances 

arising on the death of King Menelek. _ , . • 

In view of your local knowledge, and of the fact that you have been m c °mmi - 
cation with the Italian Ambassador at this Court on the subject, it would, 1 think, be 
desirable that the draft of the identic instructions to be sent to the 1 

sentatives at Adis Abeba should be prepared by you I °H h f 0 d ’ f vou^ 

if vou will be good enough to draw up such a document and forward it to me at yo 

early convenience, for submission to the French and Italian Embassies m London. 

1 am, etc. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[11697] Na 36 ‘ 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

«. Foreign Office , April 13, 1907. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 13th February I am directed bj 
Sir E. Grey to transmit to you, to be laid before Je Secretaiy of State for # the 
Colonies, copy of a telegram from His Majesty s Chargd d Affaires at Adis Abeba, 
the subject of the Southern Abyssinian Frontier Treaty. 

You win observe that King Menelek wishes to add a clause to ^f rontier hue 
draft Treatv providing for the introduction of such modifications in the trontiei bn.e 
as'o'eooT'iphical or otlfer conditions may necessitate by the Boundary Commission, an 
Ke seSment offhe frontier between the Gurre and Borana tribes in concert with 

^ °I^5 toVeq°uTst tr tha e t you will move the Earl of Elgin to furnish Sir E. Grey with 
liis observations on this proposal as soon as possible. 

1 am, uC. 

(Signed) E. GORST. 


[12422] Ko - 87 - • 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 18.) 

g* r Downing Street , April 17, 1907. 

’ I AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
]3th instant, inclosing a copy of a telegram from His Majesty s Charge d Affaire 
Adis Abeba on the subject of the Southern Abyssinian Frontier Ireaty. 


* No. 81. 
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or t£ S "Ctl S i°. Uld '« »UWnt 

be at^liberty ^ Commission should 

sssr:stfassss.-? 

“ ,h ” ~ » f «» The ta “o7 SST“v«o 

10 r™* “»» id 

indispensable alterations of detail ^Altemtin ^ ‘ ter acc . urac y and to make any 
nature affecting theXundanr it corrections of a more important 

Commissioners for the approval of their respecdv^GoveLmentT™" 1011 C ° n8ent ° f the 

Government^Sir Riwlrd Grey ’iTir bt° W ° a ,f ri ? d 011 with the French 

provision co^ld be improved 7 d ° ubt C ° DSlder whether the wording of this 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. L. ANTROBUS. 


[13122] 


No. 38. 


(No. 240.) Sir Edward Gre lI 10 Sir F. Bertie. 

Sir, 

*, J. a c ^ ot “ u - *■ 

- <*• *— 

,ej^ ££*!? £& A ?"*' ^ <b* and then it would b, 

w.» to Sablsh a “ ‘ at Adi. ltd the railway. Their idea 

My. Bn, i, order T™U £”"> E “ gl “ d ’ “ d 
custom-houses on the Abyssinian frontier 11Ttr ] C T g 1 ^ necessary to form 

asked me what I thought of Zs ideT te ° f the 111166 P °wers. He 

X op^u 00 " 1 »d orb™ who were fMIia, with 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[12766] 


No. 39. 


(No 69 ) ^ Earl ° f Cr ° meT t0 Sir Edward G rey.-{Received April 22.) 

Sir, 

forwari^™™^"^“SLd r °” d “ P -‘ Cl ?°' '"mo. 

Government of the manner in which thp™ respe 1 ctm S the complaints of the Italian 
Bank of Ethiopia in replvto ° f ‘ h6 Board of Directors of the 

before His Majesty, and ^raising obieotinn. tZk* by tle Fmperor Menelek were laid 
mittee of the bank at Adis Abeba whirl, the TtZ C6nstltutlon of the proposed Com- 
I have referred this despatch to&rJ Gov6rn “ 6I1 t desire to modify, 

and I have now the honour to inclose rnmr’ f f ton .’ ^ 0 * las be en staying in Cairo, 
I fully concur* ?° te 8 1 ™**** observations thereon. 

bank is a commercial and not a onlitienl s . er ^ a J 1 ^ 8 ’ afl d I venture to submit that the 
^ of pohtical interference Tnd 1 intrigue. 0t a ^ owe( ^ t0 

I 




30 


Sir J. Harrington informs me tliat some of the statements made by Count Bosdari 
■on behalf of his Government are not altogether accurate. He does not, however, 
consider that there is anything to be gained from discussing these points in detail, and 
has therefore refrained from doing so. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in No. 39. 

Note by Sir J. Harrington on Sir E. Greys despatch No. 89 of March 26, 1907. 

ANY interference in the affairs of the Bank of Abyssinia on the lines suggested 
by the Italian Government would in my opinion be a mistake. 

The Bank should be allowed to settle its difficulties with the Emperor Menelek 
free from all interference on the part of the Representatives of the three Powers. No 
action should be taken by the Powers in question unless asked for by the Board 
of the Bank. 


[13966] No. 40. 

Count de Bosdari to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 30.) 

THE Italian Charge d’Affaires presents his compliments to His Britannic Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, with reference to the Memorandum of the 
9th March, begs to inquire whether the British Government have already been able to 
prepare the draft of the instructions which it was proposed to send to the Italian, 
British, and French Representatives at Adis Abeba concerning the defence of the 
foreign Legations there, in the event of the death of the Emperor Menelek. 

If so, Count de Bosdari would be very pleased to have such a draft communicated 
to him at Sir E. Grey’s early convenience. 

Italian Embassy, April 29, 1907. 


[14484] No. 41. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 4.) 

Sir, Downing Street , May 3, 1907. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 29th April last, on the subject of the Southern Abyssinian Frontier Treaty, and to 
request you to inform Secretary Sir Edward Grey that his Lordship concurs in the view 
expressed in the third paragraph of your letter that it will be advisable to define, in 
instances where water is referred to, whether high or low water mark is signified. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. L. ANTROBUS. 


[13966] No. 42. 

Sir Edward. Grey to Count de Bosdari. 

Sir, Foreign Office , May 4, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 29th ultimo 
on the subject of the defence of the foreign Legations at Adis Abeba in the event of 
disturbances arising on King Menelek’s death. 

The draft of the proposed identic instructions to the British, Italian, and French 
Representatives in Abyssinia is not yet ready, owing to Sir J. Harrington’s absence from 
England. He is, however, expected to return shortly, and I shall not fail to 
communicate the draft to you as soon as possible. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 
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[1448 « No. 43. 

(No. 5.) Slr Edward Grey to Mr. Clerk. 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

ABYSSINIAN Frontier Treaty Foreign Office , May 8 , 1907 

e therefore propose wording as follows 

boundary for the p^P°se Commissioners to modify the said 

pensable alterations of detail ^ greater accuracy, and to make ttiv inrT 

» S'™! , ,heir fWi" OoZZS ot * he Commissioner. 

—assissasssssF ,i ° tribe , ^ 

flerStm* £ 2,'''“'" “ should bo .Med j„ , ;verj . imUuce 


[16235] V A* - -- 

No. 44. 

(No. 4.) ^ Clerk t0 Sir Ed ™rd Grey.-(Received May 18 ) 

Sir, v 

SoH Tit 
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the establishment of Italian commercial f the ' vc -stern frontier of Abyssinia 
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keep me acquainted under the terms of the Trio 'f ° qU , estlons with which he should 
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Committee of four, has practically accepted their alternative proposal—a Committee 
of three, consisting of himself, one other Abyssinian, and a European, whose decision 
must be unanimous. The only question is whether His Majesty will accept the 
Governor of the bank as the European member, or whether he will ask to be allowed 
to nominate some other European from outside in whom he has confidence, such as 
M. Ilg, and whether the Board will agree to this. In any case, the question is one to 
be decided between His Majesty and the| Board, and I would most strongly deprecate 
any intervention by the Representatives of the Powers, save in the last resort and at 
the request of the Board of Directors themselves, as such intervention can only result 
in convincing His Majesty and the Abyssinians generally of what they already suspect, 
that the bank is, after all, a political institution—a suspicion which this Legation, 
since the hank’s inception, has steadily endeavoured to prove unjustified. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE R. CLERK. 


[16909] 


No. 45. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 24.) 


(No. 6.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , May 24, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report the arrival to-day of M. Klobukowski, who has 
seen M. Chefneux, and stayed a long time in conversation with him. It appears that 
he is inclined favourably towards the idea of maintaining the existing Railway 
Company; he said, however, that the chief end he had in view was to obtain the 
concession of the “ dime.” 

The principle of the “ dime ” is, I understand, that it should not only be levied 
on goods carried by the railway, but also on all goods reaching Ethiopia, no matter 
by which frontier they enter Abyssinia. 

He said he had been told both in Cairo and London that His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment had no objection to the “ dime.” I should be glad to learn whether this is so. 

(Sent to Cairo.) 


[16909] 


(No. 15.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 


No. 46. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Gorst. 


(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 28, 1907. 

FOLLOWING telegram No. 7 is for His Majesty’s Charg6 d’Affaires at Adis 
Abeba:— 

“ The understanding between Sir J. Harrington and French Minister referred to 
in your telegram No. 6 was that nothing should be done -with regard to the * dime ’ 
without the three Governments arriving at a preliminary agreement. 

“ As to the application of this ‘ dime ’ to the whole frontier, it would in any case 
require most careful consideration, as it also concerns Egypt and the Colonial Office, 
and Sir J. Harrington, indeed, said that he doubted whether His Majesty’s Government 
would agree to it.” 


[173971 


No. 47. 


Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey. —(. Received May 29.) 

(£o.7.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , May 28, 1907. 

I AM informed that there is some doubt whether next coupon of the Railway 
Company, which falls due on the 1st June, will be met. I understand that, if it is not 
paid, the Company must go into liquidation. 

Were this to happen, it is to be apprehended that the entire Concession will be 
cancelled by the Emperor, who might even take advantage of Article 14, and 
confiscate that part of the line which lies within Abyssinian territory. 

It would be to no one’s advantage that the Concession should be cancelled. 

(Sent to Cairo.) 
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[17630] w do 

No. 48. 

(No. 8.) Mr ' H ° hler t0 Sir Edw *rd Grey.—(Received May 30.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

FOLLOWING sent to Cairo, No. 21:_ Adls May 29, 1907. 

that thCTe was Constroction Company informed me 

Minister, and I have juM^Se'd'XSlh.'fXl? the knowledge of the French 

„ “Sh2 he’n'o'tX. W~ oltff,■» a= 
about Ihel^mdaiion of the Railway Company™!?^ at U fe een deei^d to bring 
if I might be informed what decision * “* 18 18 so > I should be very grateful 

Company which would suffer very heavily if aS , t0 tte inter ests of th1> Trust 

Siiir bo — 1 *: £ 

i. «■ b». i. 

As a matter of .fact the agent of IITtJ, “‘? ntlons are - 
possible to ...are ,h c payment a ^ eo „ pon befej‘ 0 ^7 < W done all ,ha, was 


[1763 « 

(No. 16.) Sir Edvmrd ^'ey to Sir E. Gorst. 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

FOLLOWING for Adis Abeba, No. 8, with referenc June 1907 - 

! * Jour w ' 8ra “ No - 38 - 

Goyemmeut that they am unah2°to make™ 0<,cas,on been informed bv His Majesty’s 
French Government ° “ ake an ? representation on their behalf to the 

RnilwatcinLy^d 1, ”2 ',” 0 ™""“ the 

Articled" *» «“ •< *■» WeiSeXS, Abyssi.i,, 


[18080J No. 50. 

(No. 5.) MK Cl6rk ‘° Sir Edward ^ey.-(Received June 3 ) 

Sir, 

YOU will recollect that in the schemes for a t Adi * r Abeba > May 8, 1907. 

r, r.£x d .: 

There is now an additional re^nn wkTv ot employed m the defence 
advantage. The Emperor Menelek has rp y 1 constructlon would be of little 

SSL vu S 

""^^d by Si? ^ HaiLSon qU ° ted ^ 0r in *ore 
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I would add that I have no doubt whatever that His Majesty is actuated by the 
deliberate intention of rendering the Legations, and especially the British Legation, 
untenable in the event of an attack—the site of the fort could hardly have been more 
discourteously selected—and, further, I have very little doubt that the whole plan 
originates from the disclosure to His Majesty by non-British Europeans of high 
standing here of the suggestion to build a blockhouse for the purpose of defence on the 
very site chosen by the Emperor for his fort. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE R. CLERK. 


[18181] No - 51 - 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 3.) 

(No 9) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba, June 2 1907. 

M. KLOBUKOWSKI came to pay me a visit this mommg, and retracted most 
fully the accusation of bad faith he had made, as reported in my telegram No. 8 . 

‘ He said that it was the intention of his Government to bring about the liquidation 
of the Railway Company, even if the coupon which falls due to-day is paid, within a 
short period bv decree. He explained that liquidation is not the same as bankruptcy, 
inasmuch as ‘the rights of creditors are reserved. Still, the French Government 
consider the claims of the Trust Company are illegal, and consequently refuses to 
recognize them. The French Tribunals will have to pronounce as to their legality. 
For the time being, the working of the railway will be carried on under the control ot 
a French Government Commissioner, and to this arrangement M. Klobukowski says 
that the Emperor has acceded in principle. The French Commissioner will, in fact, 
direct the working of the whole line, but the Emperor will be invited to name an 
Abyssinian Commissioner to supervise that part of the line which lies within the 

Abyssinian borders. . . e . 

‘ The French Minister has very recently arrived, and is without experience of what 
is liable to happen when King Menelek gives a consent in principle. I fear that the 
danger mentioned in my telegram No. 7 still exists. 

On the other hand* I have been informed in confidence by the representative ot 
the Trust Company that, as soon as the Railway Company goes into liquidation, they 
will at once take steps to possess themselves of the station at Diredawa, and the last 
80 kilom. of the railway which have been mortgaged to them. For this purpose they 
have an agent waiting at Diredawa provided with a power of attorney. It is their 
intention to transfer this property as soon as they are in possession of it, and in order 
to conform to the Agreement of the 13th December to a Company under French law, 
and registered in Paris. This Company already hold the rights of further construction 
which have been conceded to the Trust Company by the Railway Company. 

I am told that the total amount of British capital invested in the Trust Company 
amounts to 400,000/. I beg to be informed what action I should take in the event of 
their applying to me for assistance. 


[16565] No - 52 * 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Egerton . 

Sir ^ ^ Foreign Office , June 3, 1907. 

IN October 1905, Mr. Frank Wigley, a British subject and a missionary, 
accompanied by his wife, entered Abyssinia, from Asmara, without the permission 
from the Abyssinian authorities which all persons visiting that country are obliged to 

In consequence of this action Mr. Wigley and his wife were detained and treated 
with some indignity by Shum Agame Desta, the Abyssinian Chief of Adigrad. 

Mr. Wigley has since died, and his widow has put forward a claim for com¬ 
pensation against the Emperor Menelek, on account of the treatment accorded to 
her and her late husband, for which she has solicited the support of His Majesty s 

Government. . . ,. ... 

The case has been carefully considered in this Department m conjunction with 

His Majesty’s Minister at Adis Abeba, who is now on leave in this country, and 
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£ G wS“i“‘no*w t hSSri * h “ t 

that nis Majesty’s Government do m!t Jonsider XTK prol °“^ ed correspondence, 
a claim for compensation on her behalf. th * ^ y could 8ucce ssfully sustain 

Governo/of flS h Said ’ from Asmara ’ and the 

Regulations governing the admlSon T L 7 ^ a ?£ re of the mature of the 
that they had not been comrZ whf/T 618 mt ° Ab y ssinla > an <* of the fact 
prevent them from proceedin'* or even tn ” 'fu case ’ a PParently took no steps to 
their action. P D g, or even to warn them of the probable consequences of 

recurrenXo^XilXMidentsX^L^T E ^ cellenc y> with a view to avoid the 
the hope that they will see their wav tn U / 6 ’ P, e ^P ress to the Italian Government 
instructions to advise British sub^ ^ * uth ° rities of Erythrsea with 

enter Abyssinian territorv unless h, n ° "'PP'’! 1 Colony not to attempt to 
from the ? wi “ 1 U,e T 

I am, &c. 

_ (Signed) E. GREY. 


t 18313 ] No. 53. 

(No. 10.) MK H ° hler *° Slr EdWard Gre !/—(Reived June 4.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. ...... _ 

SEE my telegram No. 9 of the 2nd instant. ” AM * t 4 19 ° 7 ‘ 

- *• 

=sr* 

obtain confirmation of Abyssinian authorities. ? “ ’ d ’ f posslble > 


[18181] No . 54. 

( No 17 j Sir E - Grey to Sir E. Gorst. 

(Telegraphic.) P. ,_ 

and W^S^amNr 9 h - U0Wing t0 Mr ‘ H ° Her ’ * ith:refer ^”t° 7^ telej-tm Na 39 
“ No. 9 (see my telegram No. 8 ). 

Trust Company/’ ViSable **“* 7 ° U Sh0uU intervene > in order to render assistance to 


[18383J No. 55 . 

/XT oocr . Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

O. oOu.j 

Mr ?l , an . SWer .. t ° tbe communication which M. Cambon h^T^ respecting 
wi ? j 1 M actl ° n . at Adls Abeba, copy of which is transmitted herewith P I told 
him to-day the substance of the telegram No. 8 from Mr. Hohler, pointing out that 
M Kiobukowski had not told Mr. Hohler of the intention of the French Government 
to liquidate the Company, and his action was taken in ignorance of this intention 
I also told M Cambon that we had instructed Mr. Hohler on the 1st instant that 
we had on more than one occasion informed the Trust Company that we were unable 
any representation to the French Government on their behalf and that )ip 
should abstain as far as possible from any intervention between the Trust C^mnanv 

° overnmeat and tbe Kailwa y Company; and we had referred TimX 
Article 6 of the Agreement of 1906 respecting Abyssinia. 

I said to M. Cambon that Messrs. Ochs had certainly put forward a claim • hut 

we had informed tnem that, so long as they were treated on the same footing as the 


■ 
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others who had an interest in the Railway Company, we could not intervene; and it 
appeared to me that their claims, if disputed, would be a matter for the French 
Courts. 

M. Cambon expressed himself as quite satisfied with this attitude. He said that 
the liquidation in question was not the same thing as bankruptcy, and that all 
creditors who could establish their claims to be treated on an equal footing would 
receive equal treatment. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


Inclosure in No. 55. 

Note by M. Cambon . 

M. A. OCHS, President de V “ Abyssinian Trust,” dtait venu, le mois dernier, 
declarer au Minist&re des Affaires Etrang&res de France qu’il ne preterait plus aucun 
concours financier a la Compagnie Imp^riale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens. II 
avait ajoutd qu’il n’agirait diffdremment qu’au cas oh le Gouvernement de la 
Rdpublique lui exprimerait le ddsir de le voir venir de nouveau en aide k la 
Compagnie. Aucun d^sir de ce genre ne lui a 6t6 exprimd. 

Sur une demarche analogue du repr^sentant de M. Ochs k Addis-Ababa, le 
Ministre de France lui a rdpondu qu’il n’avait pas k intervenir dans les affaires 
du “Trust.” Malheureusement, le Chargd d’Affaires d’Angleterre n’a pas observe la 
m 6 me reserve. D’apr^s une lettre qu’il a 6 crite k M. Klobukowski, il a conseill4 au 
reprdsentant de M. Ochs de faire payer le coupon du l er Juin de la Compagnie des 
Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens. 

Le Ministre de France a 6 td surpris de cette demarche, car le Chargd d*AfFaires 
d’Angleterre lui a t^moignd les intentions les plus favorables k une action commune 
et lui a promis de n’agir aucunement dans la question du chemin de fer sans entente 
prealable avec lui. II a dit toutefois a M. Klobukowski qu’il n’avait pas k ce sujet 
destructions de son Gouvernement. 

Le Gouvernement Fran 9 ais serait ddsireux que des instructions fussent envoy 6 es 
au Representant Anglais k Addis-Ababa, lui prescrivant de seconder, dans le sens de 
PAccord du 13 H^cembre, l’action de M. Klobukowski dans l’affaire du chemin de fer. 
Le Ministre de France a dtd charge par le Gouvernement Frangais de regler directe- 
ment avec l’Empereur M6n61ik, toutes les questions concernant la situation de la 
(’ompagnie des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens, et il serait tr&s important qu’il fht assurd 
de l'appui de l’Agent Anglais. 

Le 3 Juin , 1907. 


[18668] No. 56. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7 ) 

(No. 11.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , June 5, 1907. 

IN continuation of my telegram No. 10, I have the honour to repeat a telegram I 
have just received from the British Vice-Consul at Harrar :— 

“ Railway station at Diredawa and the adjoining 60 kilom. of the line have been 
taken possession of by the Agent of the Trust Company. The Railway Company did 
not object. The French authorities are astonished.” 

M. Klobukowski and the Trust Company are disputing over a question in which 
neither side seem to have a perfect legal case, while King Menelek remains as arbiter 
to whom both must appeal to enforce their claim, so that the result is not unlikely to go 
in his favour. 

I venture to think that it is much to be regretted that the French Minister did not 
take steps to conciliate all European interests concerned before coming here. 
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1.19069] 


No. 57. 


(No. 6.) Mr ' CltTk t0 Sir Edward Gre y— (Received June 10.) 

Sir, 

IN my immediately preceding despatch T W Abeba ’ Ma l 15> 1907 ' 

“T£ ^ for 

Abyssirdans, S7t£ 

unhealthy districts have tendered it neoesciQrv 11 ^^- 8 ^ ai 5 d arduous work i n those 
As it is impossible for me t0 KTSS 'K ^ “ chang \ and some rest, 
and unwatched violence of the borderland Ah™ ? tnb6S e ^P osed t0 the uncontrolled 
retaliate on those who have in any way a liftS Mr"5 “T 3 ™- 
person available, I am sending a tniRtJLln av • • aptllro > and as tllere 18 no other 
known for maw years to replace bTr^T^ A ty®“ UU i named Ad « a > whom 1 ^ 
back as soon as his health is re-established 1111501 *^ 1 ^ but 1 propose to 8end Mr * Zaphiro 

1905^that'the^Trealury^samitionfoi^the^em 16 ' 8 deS f patcldNa 84 ‘he 15th December, 

to the 31st March of Ais year eXpen86S ° f Fr0ntier Rector only extends 

in saUrSl 7 the^p^nt 6 cTan TZt not ^st hesitation 

conil that Sir and I am 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEQRGE R. CLERK. 


[19070] 


No. 58. 


(No. 7.) Mr ' Ckrk i0 ^ Edward ^ey.—{Received June 10.) 

Sir, 

IN my telegram No. 1 of the 10th January last I ha Aihl M ? y 15, 1907 ' 

authorization to sign the Southern Frontier Treaty which lid iTT* r ^ quest J our 

acceptable to the Emperor Menelek, so that he had promised to eti it “whl a * * 
a reply to my request—in fact almost w hJl* tu • ™ lsea t0 sign it. While awaiting 

Ghibbeh intrigue started, and’when, after receivingthe promise—some 
I next approached the Emperor on the subject he raided authorlt 7 to S1 f 1 ? t,le Treaty, 
the result that the conclusion of the arrangement seems awfJ 8eneS °{ ob J ections . with 
will recollect that matters have “.«»• You 

His Majesty had promised to sign, and then when it came to th tW ' C ? P r ® vi0 “ sl y> when 
The fact is that His Majesty has been excessive!v Zne t P ° ,nt ’ retused - 
Treaty of Uccialli. The low-class European and Levan?[ne b SU8plC10 ? ev L er «nce the 
who have a most unfortunate influence* with the Emperor SadTtTth — Ghlbbeh > 

It happened at the time when the Emneror wnn ^ VAllro u j- , 

Treatv that I was making several strong representations to S d ^ ptW8 f. towar,| s the 
a,.British territorj, which bad beenraSKT'TS” “ “» fo„^. 


Giorgis, Go’emor ^V to tTZZZ* T » "l™* H *P“ 

.inch the line ... sati.faelo'ril, dehn^ „,S“ ™ S™ ‘V,* ??“!■• » 

subjects not to cross it. I have the honour to inclose a tranL?' a11 , Abyssinian 

is practically the first article of the draft Southern Frontier Treatv ° f h " et ' er ’ which 
It is most desirable to hold His Maiestv firmlv in i- i , „ 

possible formally to take note of it, as it is merely addressed t h™’ bUl i. fear lt is not 

granted by him in order to endeavour to prevent raids and J so nhl°7 Uand was 

my repeated representations. The copy /obtained for Mr ZaSm the necessit y for 
[1609] lr> ^aphiro was given me for 

L 
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1 * *i . - Q _,i j,q q friendly act. A verbal acknowledgment will, under the 

his guidance pnvateiy and as a Inen y note might only alarm his 

circumstances, probably be the best curse, 

suspicion and lead to ^?jj^ e r^g 1< ' n g(j' or ^ should, be made to prevent the Emperor 
I am of opm.on that »h e every M ton^ rf the lin) / the Gove rnment of 

from receding from e the time, also to recognize it, and to make 

SfLSjiJS ;rar d e necessary for maintaining it, pending the conclusion of the 

T 7h ■*»£ TStisn jSLsmxsa rats# 

Jtftai, in the term it.he, ,«n,h«d .t the preee.t 
moment Article II is here modified in accordance with your telegram No. 5 of the 
8th May I venture, however, to submit that, with regard to the powers of the 
Boundary Commissioners, it may be not undesirable to revert to the previous wording, 

viz.:— 

“ This Joint Boundary Commission will have power to make such modifications in 
. the frontier line as geographical or other conditions may necessitate. 

Firstlv this wording was proposed by the Emperor himself, so that he cannot well 
now refuse' it Secondfy, directly a modification is put forward his suspicions are at 
once aroused, not only in respect of the point at issue, but of the entire subject. Also, 
both to meet this frame of mind as well as the exigencies of the Amhanclanguage, t 
is impossible to use too brief a wording. Thirdly it is fwriy certain that any well- 
selected British Commissioner would refuse to give his sanction to any piece of delimi¬ 
tation which would be detrimental to the interests of His Majesty s Government and 
that he would refer to them the question ol any considerable departure from the line a, 

at present described, before accepting it. And, finally, if we a low / 0 fe°Hon ^111 
Abyssinian Government, as proposed in the alternative wording, the delimitation may 

be JX Soud.n frontier delituiution tend, to .ho» that .e 

have little to apprehend from Abyssinian Commissioners. They are entirely ignorant 
of their task, and are susceptible of being fairly easily led by their British colleagues. 
They detest the low country, in which the work of delimitation lies, and their main 
object is to conclude the matter and to return to their healthy uplands as soon as 

1,088 His Majesty has raised some fresh objections to Article III, but these should, I 
think, not prove insurmountable. ^ ^ ave ^ 

(Signed) GEORGE R. CLERK. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 58. 

Emperor Menelek to Fitaurari Hapta Giorgis. 

(Transla^ t ^ e \[ ne on which both Governments will agree as the frontier of 

Ethiopia with East Africa and Uganda, marked with the red line on the two maps 

annexed to this Treaty:— . , , , ,, r\ 

This starts from the junction of the Dawa with the Ganale, then along the Dawa to 

Urrsulli, thence follows the tribal limits of the Boran with the Ghirn as far as Mount 
Kuffole Erom Kuffole it will go along the summits of the following mountains : Roka, 
Churre Moydle, El Dimtu, Furroli, Dugga Kakulla, Burrchuma, Afur ; from there to the 
creek at the south end of Lake Stefanie; thence in a straight line westwards to the 

shores of Lake Rudolf. . . , , , 

Though we have mentioned the names of these mountains and nvers, and marked 

them temporarily with a red line on the map, the two Governments have to send their 
officers, who have to agree and settle the frontier on the map within two years. Until 
then, we have instructed our men not to pass what has been written here. 

(Written on the 14th day of April, 1907, at the city of Adis Abeba.) 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 58. 

Mr. Clerk to the Emperor Menelek. 

Your Majesty, 

I HAV^E the honour to Abeba , May 14 1907 

ment, the letter, dated the 14th ultimo undw °“ behalf of Gove '™- 

temporary frontier-line between yo,TMad“ 3’' ?8 ‘ J ' manual ’ defi "mg the 

Of ° f y ° Ur Majesty ’ 8 desire for the maintenance 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) G. R. CLERK. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 58 . 

Draft Southern Frontier Treaty. 

ARTICLE I. 

the Governments shaMe?— E&St AfnCa ’ Uganda, and Ethiopia agreed on between 

limits between the Gurrd and the Borana to tbat P oint follows the tribal 

passes through the summits of the fTot°ng Id J“ R t J^el Kuffole the line 

Dimtu, Furroli, Dugga Kakulla, Burrchum /fur Mojble > Burrold, El 

at the south end of Lake Stefanie, thence due T th ® re the line goes to the creek 
across Lake Rudolf to the point of the peninsuk east ® ? Ud °' f ’ thence north-west 
* h t' ve , st abore of that peninsula to the mouth or ml °^ aunde ™>n Gulf, thence along 

Sh f (R T Saccl,i )> thence along the “ thalwT’’ nf tl ° m ° Utb ' of tb e Rivef 
n° rt h from there due west to a nointW i v' ^ f thls nver to latitude 5° 25" 

line follows this degree of loneitiid#/ tn •+ • east of Greenwich ; thence the 

” tl J!j e S “J of longitude jL of G^niET*'" "‘‘ h ]alilude 5 ° 40 " "Orth 

right to u,, the 

they shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the te^rit e ! r migrations 18 understood that 
newest „ell, „ «ejded „ S5STXSJSS-STiT *° ** 

ARTICLE H. 

bf . JLXX‘S? ”“ k « d “ «» Fonnd 

KSi, “Ve” <T“ ? ft " Co ° 1, ”‘ i " s 

for the purpose of f«i„ g P i, f "of? »be H bound.r, 

alterations °f detail . Aiso a ]t era tif n8 or arraSente of* * ^ indis P ensab le 

affecting the boundary must be submitted hr nnmTn 4 * more important nature 

the approval of their respective Government C ° nSent ° f the Commissioners for 

consulting S G ” d ” d «» ^ Who. .tter 

ARTICLE HL 

Britannic MSty^Gove^nme^ him8 elf to grant to His 

u° f ^ establl8b ment of navigation on Lake Rikolf 0f M be , Rlver 0mo . in the 

■“L^S.n“ B “ W Oo‘l “uf’to* 

shall not be^sed for any pditiS o^mfiiSrypufpofe^ 4168 **“* th ® teirit ory so leased 
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[18952] No. 59. 

Sir E . Gorst to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 10.) 

(No. 83.) 

Sir, Ramleh , May 29,1907. 

IN view of the general condition of lawlessness and unrest prevailing in certain 
of the frontier districts between the Soudan and Abyssinia, and particularly in the 
Anuak country, from which quarter frequent raids were made into Soudanese territory, 
His Majesty’s Minister at Adis Aheha took an opportunity of proposing to King 
Menelek, in the autumn of last year, that he should accept the services of a British 
officer, lent by the Soudan Government, who would undertake the administration of 
the Anuak country, collect tribute, &c., acting under the direct orders of His Majesty. 
King Menelek signified his readiness to try the experiment of placing the district in 
question under a British officer, and added that, if the experiment proved a success, 
he would be prepared to intrust to British officers the administration of all the low 
countries on the Soudan frontier, such as Beni Schongul. 

The idea was submitted to the Earl of J Cromer and the Governor-General of the 
Soudan, and met with their entire approval. Major-General Sir Reginald Wingate 
selected Captain A. W. Jennings Bramly, Inspector on the Upper Nile, an officer who 
had had considerable experience in dealing with black tribes both) in Uganda and in the 
Southern Soudan, for the service in question. Captain Bramly left Khartoum for 
Adis Abeba on the 10th instant. Facilities for his journey have been arranged by 
His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires in Abyssinia. On arrival in Adis Abeba, he will 
receive instructions from King Menelek, and also a letter which has been addressed to 
him by Sir John Harrington for his information and guidance. 

I* have now received a despatch from the Governor-General of the Soudan, 
reporting that news has just reached him of a serious raid from Abyssinia on the 
village of Jebel Bogaia, south of the Khor Yabus, in Soudan territory, which took 
place on or about the 20 th February last. In forwarding this Report, Sir Reginald 
Wingate calls serious attention to the state of lawlessness prevailing on the Abyssinian 
side of the frontier, causing perturbation and alarm to the villagers in the immediate 
vicinity. The result is a general feeling of insecurity, with a consequent interruption 
of trade and neglect of cultivation, very prejudicial to the material and financial 
interests of the Soudan. Sir Reginald Wingate states that he has informed Captain 
Bramly of the raid and has instructed him to make suitable representations to Ras 
Tsemma, the Abyssinian Governor of that part of the frontier. He adds that he 
considers it extremely desirable that His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Adis Abeba 
should take the present opportunity of urging King Menelek to place not only the 
Anuak country, but also other frontier provinces of Abyssinia, under the administra¬ 
tion of British officers lent by the Soudan Government. Otherwise, the situation on 
the border must become more and more dangerous and likely to lead to serious trouble 
between Abyssinia and the Soudan. 

I have sent a copy of Sir Reginald Wingate’s despatch to Mr. Hohler, and have 
requested him to lose no time in making representations to King Menelek with a view 
to the speedy punishment ot the raiders, the return of the prisoners, and the payment 
of compensation; but not to broach the subject of placing further provinces under 
British officers until be receives instructions to that effect. 

I would venture to suggest that Sir John Harrington should be asked for an 
expression of his views on this question. I am personally of opinion that it would be 
well to wait and watch the results of the present arrangement under which the 
Anuak country is to be administered by a British officer, before extending the 
experiment to other parts of Abyssinian territory and incurring the considerable 
responsibilities which the system must entail. 

I hflvp 

(Signed) ’ ELDON GORST. 


[ 19649 ] No - 60 - 

The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 14.) 
(Translation.) 

Your Excellency, Italian Embassy , June 12, 1907. 

ACCORDING to information received by my Government it would appear that 
the French Minister, in the negotiations with the Negus respecting the Jibuti 


* 
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• 41 

to exact a tariff of 10 per cen^on^oodf claims of tbe ooncessionnaire Company 
of th* terms of the Concession; and”the claim of d J eavln & Abyssinia in the sense 
in addition to the customs duties on all other o ^ ^ e ? us to lm pose such a tariff 

rh 7 i 0 t p Cr , r0Ute ' The representative of the ^ °, r Ieavin S Abyssinia by 

agreement has first been reached between them § ,M bef ° re the Ne S™ unless an 

of ?he n e Pl !- t ° T, measl,re which^Ssfc^- 0 - Ita V » opposed 
of the existing Abyssinian customs rdrimTanrf th; mor ® 1 burdensome the annoyances 

would be specially hurtful to the Colony“f’ EiTtfrlT.K °£ CUr and > ifc is considered, 
m the sense of the Convention of 1894 to tl^h lf t ^« Negus besides consenting 

X ““ se “ of the Ita “ h -xu 

the Brit' h° ft ExCeUenc y ’ 8 attention to 

the Italian view of the case, and to ask that thc M ' 1 Gover “t will concur in 
to the British Representative at Adis Abeba to Ce f ssar ^. 1 ^ lst l r } lctlo ns may be given 
colleagues as to the method of kving the m^ter ^ r h ’ 8 , Itaiiai1 a “d French 
Menelek. - v n s cne matter in question before the Emperor 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H . DI SAN GIULIANO. 


[20302] 


No. 61. 


(No. 365.) Sir Edward Gre y to Sir F. Bertie. 

Sir, 

named Iservodachi, 'and '^ aker . a * Alexandria 

P a ^ Cr p an ^ndicate to take over the railway. B * f Abysslnia - in getting 

Bank of Abyssinia and pr<3SSUre u P on the 

Messrs. Ochs. VncTl had co°m”o offiTtWe^adb^ ^ ?“ k ° f Ab y ssin!a or 

times, this had been refused. Thev were now vnr!? - U ? ^ or su PP or t several 

action °f which I had not previously heard was no doub^t^k^ 5 their P resent 
° Ur n d, ‘1, n0t See bow ^ could tntZ them **** “ C0nse iuence of 

Kh^woSden? 8 aPP n hendei that tb <* would do. 

I am, & c . 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[1509] 
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[ 20119 ] 


No. 62. 

Mr. Clerk to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received June 18.) 


g^ r ’ ’ Adis Abeba, May 20, 1907. 

IN November 1905 Sir John Harrington, with the sanction of His Majesty’s 
Government, appointed an Inspector, Mr. Zaphiro, a Hellenic subject, to travel along 
the frontier between Abyssinia and British hast Africa, in order to patrol the line, and 
to turn back Abyssinian raiding parties from British territory. The conditions of his 
service, his instructions, and copies of the letters with which be was provided by the 
Emperor Menelek are contained in Sir J. Harrington’s despatch No. 16 of the 
30th November, 1905. 

Since that period Mr. Zaphiro has sent in a large number of reports on the country 
in which he has been travelling. As they are of great length, and as his knowledge of 
the English language is peculiar and limited, it will probably be more convenient that 
I should forward to you a r 6 sum 6 of his proceedings rather than copies of his 
communications, as well as such notes made by him on the commerce, tribes, &c., as 
seem likely to prove of interest to the authorities of British East Africa and to any who 
may subsequently have connection with the frontier district. 

I have the honour to recommend to your attention and to that of His Majesty’s 
Government the excellent work which, according to his reports, Mr. Zaphiro has carried 
out under the most arduous and difficult circumstances, and I know that Sir J. Harrington 
will warmly support my recommendation. 

In my despatch No. 6 of the 15th instant I had the honour to request that the 
grant for the maintenance of the Frontier Inspector might be extended, and I venture to 
submit that nothing could more clearly show the imperative necessity for the continuance 
of the post than the contents of Mr. Zaphiro’s reports. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE R. CLERK. 


Inclosure 1 in No 62. 

Re'sume' of Mr. Zaphiro's Reports , fife. 

THE instructions given to Mr. Zaphiro are contained in Sir John Harrington’s 
despatch No. 16 of the 30th November, 1905. The map with which he was provided 
was that made by Captain Maud, R.E., with Mr. Butter’s expedition 1902-1903. The 
letter given him by the Emperor Menelek enjoined that no soldier should pass “ between 
Lake Rudolf and the juncture of the Dawa with the Ganale until both Governments 
settle the frontier.” 

Dejazmac'n Lul Segett was, and still is, the Governor of Arusiland, and Fitaurari 
Hapta Giorgis is the Governor of the Equatorial Provinces. These two are 
consequently the chief Abyssinian authorities norih of the frontier. Gardula is the 
chief Abyssinian garrison north of the line; the next in importance is Arero. 

On his arrival at Gardula, at the close of the year, Mr. Zaphiro received 
information to the effect that the Abyssinian local authorities had been sending an 
expedition into the Borana country to spy out the land, and to send the Chiefs up to 
Adis Abeba; also in order to establish proof that they were there before any British 
officials came. 

On the 7th January, 1906, he reported having learnt of sundry expeditions of the 
Abyssinians to the south of the line, towards Wojjera in the centre and Muddo and 
El Wak m the east of tHe frontier district, to shoot elephants and to collect “ tribal 
levies.” These levies were still being exacted, but no cruelties were being practised; 
only the exaction of supplies. He lost at this time from illness a horse and seven 
mules; and, further, he found that the Emperor’s letter was not very much respected. 
Altogether his march from Gardula to Tertale was hampered by every kind of difficulty, 
including lack of water. On arrival at Tertale he heard of an elephant-shooting 
expedition in Golbo, and at once hastened southwards to Gorai, where he succeeded in 
turning three parties back. 

He found large numbers of the Borana and Gabra from Egder, Gof, and Le were 
going southwards, sent, he believed, by the Abyssinians in order tliat they might 
establish a claim to the country south of the temporary frontier. His transport 
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fbuHa bjfc 4bjrataifn°ZtS5“ t h " e ' h ' °” d h ” * dv “«“ *« help 

frontS 1 Here “W-bort,>od of G.bel BnrroH, „„ 

who insisted that the district he was huntWin eie P hant hu "‘ er s Sping to the south, 
indicated in Menelek’s orders He here Wa ? or \^ be Abyssinian side of the line 

escort. herC had con8ld erable trouble with his Abyssinian 

Uo. “'ibf&fTot ” “Vf*7 «**<*»« to .be 

acquire some idea of the frontier district ’it is ^ ls . essent ^ 1 m order to 

followed by an interesting report on iha retore here given tn extenso , and is 

possibilities of the trade between t ° f ^ Vontier district8 and the 

given in full, as well as a on th“ SLSKrfV " 0 h als ° 

prove of value to the authorities of British East Africa 7 f BOra " a P ° C8 ’ WhlCh “ aV 

giving ^pktur^of 0 ! beflawlessness which*^rp 7 ? ^ ^ M ° Wed ^ two ° there 

Lrlsed^ the oppression 

absence of control, or*|of any tnach^ner^ft’r'^nain^nim'^order 116 ^ " C ° mplete 

very couJerX n^ £ \* ^served that Mr. Zaphiro recommends a 

belittle likelihood that thesugge^ There appears to 

the Emperor Menelek, but his remarks as to tho ^ him would ever be accepted by 

south of the line according to the seasons are imJrf °/ th ? P eo P le moving north and 
give rise to difficulty later on. poitant, as it is very possible this may 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 62. 
Reports by Mr. Zaphiro. 


Notes on Tribes West of the Ganale f^hrri, Marro, Shehash, Shirmoge, and 

Gas SU ™l d aid C WoX\ S a 0f ar?rnha^r ( ! e h ■£ D f?> Gedouina » Ga ™ ^ulel, 

Ibrahim Yero ; the trib^ Shehash witi th^r with their Chief, 

Shirmoge, with their Chief, AbdiHas=an- and the i ^ bdul . Rahman ; the. tribe 
Ali Addo. All those trioes inhabit the west side aW S with TL their Chief, 

and Ali Addo are in the pay of the Italian n„th^ \ ^ Ganale River. Ibrahim \ero 

obey the British Government orders M ohnme \ ay? V^ugh, to j d ^ em n °f to 
Alyo, reports that the two Chiefs told him that the TtaSn^ a f i SOldl . er ot ^ den ^haban 
that if they obey the British Government order, aut ^ 0 !? tles at declared 
100 dollars, and also the officer at Lue*h summoned li fu JP L a J as punishment 

all their names, and obliged them to leave the west side and* ^ hehash > ” r °te down 

refused, saying that, as their houses and 'dhnrrn « u nd Cugh. The natives 

not leave them and go to Lugh Adef ChaUn t 7” ° n *7 we8t they could 
I have sent a report to the officer at K mvu l “V* ^ in Arabic ab om it. 
Alyo, that he may see that the HaHaf! V the . lett er of A wa Chaba 

the tribes on our side (copy of report inclosed! 1 1 *l* erC * Se *P 0 influence over 

come up here and see me but l do not know'if Li? » t0 t he lonr Chiefs 
above tribes were under the orders of the trihe ew," 1 - Tor 200 years the 

unwilling to listen to Aden C'haban's orders All the above"* but n0W the J are 

of dhurra all along the Ganale River and south ofth ribes h ave g reat cultivations 
east side is not good either for cattle r enlf lr the Dawa River at Dolo. As the 
cultivations on our side. cultivation, many of the Lugh people have 


Gahrri Kuran. 

Aden Ch.b.P 41 jo, * returned 1.^£ 
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p,.c of hi. father, who i., «> J-» <■£ Th, tribe ^S.'KdeTtb^ 

great trouble with Dcjaz Walda many of their animals. Since 

on two occasions, killed a considerable n ■ b g Dejazes and to Fitaurari 

sr h air 's * 7 * z 

f'ro'n, those^people "■'■“.'f ^ “hS CM.fb . £od m» ~d 

very pleased to be deliver J c&me ls and cattle. Their country, near 

i e C h L G rr=‘^«f»d the, here greet .eiti.eti.e. of dh.rre. 


Merrihan and Bon Merrihan. 

The Merrihan are divided into two different tribes, the Rer Isaak and the Rer Hassan. 
These tribes inhabit the country between El Wak and Bardera, at Koli, Humbalo, 
n 1 nahinv Kuni and Kormaro: some of them at Marile, west of Ganale River. 
They arfalHanaMc ’They never paid tribute either to the Abyssinians or to theBritish 
Government. Consequently they are very rich in camels, cattle, and goats, and the y 
sunnosed to have dhurra cultivations also. More than once they proposed to the 
Gahrri Tuff and Kuran to surprise Lugh and the Borana The Borana refused, knowing 
what the consequences would be if the Abyssinians heard about it It “ reported that 
the tribe Rer Isaak surprised the old Awa Chaba on the 15th June, 190b, and kdled 
wo men and two women. The Kuran killed eight of them in return From those 
tribes we shall have some trouble for the first few years until the British Government 
has made arrangements for checking them. I sent word to them by All Abdi that, as 
their country belongs to the British Government, they must obey and respect any orders 
that may arrive. At the same time I asked two of their Chiefs to come up here, but I 
am not Jure that they will obey. These tribes are believed to have a great number of 
slaves, who inhabit the west of the Ganale. 


Eggi or Kablalah, 

The Eggi are divided into two different tribes, the Bahaga and the Telemuga. 
The Bahaga are divided into two sections, the Aoulihan Ogaden and the Maliat Rob. 
The Telemuga are also divided into two sections, the Rer Abdullah and the Rer Hallaj. 
The Mahat Rob are divided into six sections, viz., the All Warak, Ah Nassir, Shishore, 
Rer Higgis, Ali Yuse, and Rer Amer. The Rer Hahaj are divided into thirteen 
sections, viz., the Rer Hirsi, Rer Amadin, Ogass Guleit Ogass Noor Aha Yunis, Habar 
Suleiman, Wintin, Medeluk, Aden Her, Gilmis, Guleit Hallaj, Samatar Hallaj, and Rer 
Elmi Samatar. Then come the tribes Tura Aden, Gabreil, Rer All, Rer Abokar, Sonkat, 
Rer Djere, Rer Aden Gulul, and Rer Kassin. The principal Chiefs of all the above 
tribes are Ahmed Magan and Abdul Rahman Mursal, both resident at Kismayu. Ihen 
comes the Abudiak, with their Chief, Hassan Awouder. They are divided into seven 
sections, viz., Rer Kassin, Hassan Azouina, Rer Haroun, Odo Goya, Musa Ibrahim, Rer 
Yahaya, and Rer Gulet (who assassinated Mr. • Jenner). Next is the tribe Abdallah, 
with their Chief, Hassan Bergin, and the tribe Rer Mohamed, with their Chief, Yusut 
Gedi Sarana. These two tribes are divided into many different sections, but 1 am sorry 
I cannot at present give their names. All the Eggi tribes inhabit the country 
from Kismayu up to Fangal, and from Cowin, Ganale River, down to the south of 

El ^The Rer Abdallah, according to the reports of the natives of the Golbo and the 
“ safaris’* (travelling merchants), are good people—that is to say, better than the other 
Ogaden tribes—and they have a certain respect for the British Government. Ihe 
Aoulihan are somewhat worse than the Rer Abdallah; they have an intermittent respect 
for the Government. The Abudiak, who, after the assassination of Mr. Jenner left 
i heir country and went to Tehori and the interior, are very bad people. They have 
occasionally been seen in the south of Wojjeira. Lately a report was circulated up here 
that they had killed ten natives (Ajuran). I asked Hido Roole about this, but he said it 
was not true. In general the Eggi are not good people. They believe that they came 
from Ogaden and settled in the country they are now inhabiting. Before the 
Abyssinians came to Borana the Eggi used to raid that country, killing a great many 
people and taking away animals; even to-day Borana women can be seen as slaves in 
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the houses of the Eggi. The Eggi, when they heard that I had arrived in the Borana, 
and that the Golbo, Gahrri, Ajuran, and Sakuye were British subjects, were displeased* 
as they understood that if they attempted to give any trouble to the Government they 
would be put between two fires. All this did not prevent them from killing lately 
two safaris—one Ajuran and one Gahrri—who were trying to get to Kismayu vi& 
Wojjeira. The murdered Gahrri had sold me a camel at Le, when he reported that 
nearly all the safaris coming and going to Kismayu are obliged to pay them a sort 
of tax to escape being killed, but I hope that once the boundary question is settled the 
British Government will teach them to mend their ways. 


Yabeina or Dagodi. 

The Yabeina are divided into three sections, the Murale, with their Chief, Aalum ; 
the Rer Mohamed, with their Chief, Abdullah Mohamed ; and the Rer Fai, with their 
Chief, Liban Ali Gaba, and Farah Elmi. Half of them inhabit the country south of the 
Dawa River at Meddo ; the remainder are at Takaba with the Gahrri Tuff and Kuran. 
These tribes came from east of the Ganale River to escape the cruelty of Dejazes Walda 
Gabriel and Asfao, who are alleged to have taken all their cattle and to have killed a 
considerable number of them. They took their few remaining camels and sought 
protection with the Gahrri Tuff and Kuran. Since then they have paid taxes irregularly to 
Ali Abdi and the Abyssinians. It was reported lately that they had quarrelled with the 
Gahrri Tuff at Meddo, and similar reports have come in from Takaba that they had great 
disputes with the Ajuran Garren there. They are stated to be very bad people. I 
asked their Chief to come up here, but he refused. Accordingly I sent word to 
Aden Chaban Ali and Ali Abdi that, if they would not listen to reason, I would send 
them back to the east from whence they came, to stay with the Abyssinians. 


Ajuran. 

The Ajuran are divided into four different sections, the Ajuran Ribi, who inhabit 
El Wak; the Ajuran Garren of Takaba; and the Ajuran Kelbaris and the Gashe, who 
inhabit Wojjeira. The principal Chiefs of the Kelbaris and the Gashe are Hido Roble 
and Bare Sadeko; of the Garren and Ribi, Mahadetcha and Abdi Hidi. All the 
Ajuran are good people. They have paid tribute to Guyo Anna and the Abyssinians 
for six years. Hido Roble, whom I called up here, is a clever man. He went to 
Kismayu six years ago to complain against the Abyssinians and returned with 
Mr. Jenner as far as Fangal. Six days after their separation Mr. Jenner was 
assassinated by the Eggi Abudiak near Kore, between Fangal and Wojjeira. This 
same Eggi killed seven of Hido Roble’s men. All the Ajuran are rich in camels, 
cattle, and goats. They are very glad to be delivered from the Abyssinians. Some of 
the Ajuran Kelbaris are on the highlands of Borana, and ask to be sent, with their 
animals, to Wojjeira. On the Italian side there are thousands of Ajuran Kelbaris 
Gashe, Ribis, and Garren. It is reported that they are crossing the Ganale River every 
day, and I believe in a year or two not a single Ajuran will remain on the Italian side. 

1 saw some of these people and asked them why they were crossing to the west. Their 
reply was, “ W T e went to the Italian side because we were afraid of being killed by the 
Abyssinians. Now that Allah and Mahommed have given the country to the Dowle 
Ingilisi, we shall not stay one day with the Italians if we can help it. We wish to 
join our brethren who are at El Wak and Takaba.” All the Ajuran are very fond of 
tradi ig. 

Gahrri Tuff. 

The Gahrri Tuff, with their principal Chief, Ali Abdi, inhabit the country from 
Ganale up to the frontier of Liban, including Guba Galgalo (please note that on the 
map the name Guba Galgalo is north of the red line) and Garra, or Jarra, as far as 
Damtu. Aba Worcessa is one of the cleverest men in these parts, and will be very 
useful to us, if we can take him from the Abyssinians, as he knows all the Lugh 
safaris, and the country as far as Kore and Rendille. He is liked by every Mahommedan 
here. He is at present in the Abyssinian service, but we ought to get hold of him at 
any price. If I have Aba Worcessa, and give him ten soldiers, he can watch the 
[1509] N 
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Gahrri country for me, as Ali Abdi is a stupid man and can do 

Worcessa If I have this man at Gahrri, then I myself can watch the Golbo, a most 
interesting country, containing thousands of elephants; the exportation of ivory yearly 
is said to be about 800 tusks, according to the reports of Aba Worcessa. 

All the Gahrri were pleased to hear that they were delivered from the Abyssinians. 
They are the last of the Mahommedan tribes south of the red line. 


Sakuye, 

The Sakuye are divided into two parts, the Sakuye and the Migo. Their Chiefs 
are Dido Kuno, Abdi Karah, Roba Elmi, and Hoka Borou. The Sakuye inhabit the 
country south of the red line at Goffole, Buna, Buttelo, Ajawa, and Wojjeira. They are 
believed to have come 200 years ago from Rendille to the above-mentioned districts, 
and since then they have paid taxes irregularly to Gedu, but when the Abyssinian^ 
came to Borana they were obliged to pay tribute to the Abyssinians, and I believe they 
paid very heavily each year. Gedu, Chief of the Karayu Sabo, is said to have protected 
them, and it must be for that reason that they do not want to be separated from Gedu. 
The Sakuye are a very powerful tribe, very rich in camels and goats. They have few 
cattle. Their country is full of game. Gedu calls them his slaves. Their habits and 
religion are more similar to the Mahommedans than to the Boranas. Their women 
put round their heads a black “shash” like the Mahommedan and Gabra women. 
When they brand their camels they do it in the same way as the Mahommedans and 
Gabras. The only thing which separates them from the Mahommedans is that they 
do not pray; they believe in a black God (Wak Gouraz), and they do not care for any¬ 
thing else. At all events, the Sakuye, Gabras, and the Mahommedans are similar, and 
they differ completely from the Boranas. All of them are strongly built. They live 
on camels’ milk. The Eggi are said to be on good terms with them, as many of 
them go to Kismayu via, Eggi, and they have never been killed by the Eggi. They are 
very fond of trading. They must not be handed over to Gedu or to the Abyssinians, as 
there is not a single Sakuye on the north of the red line. If we acquire the Sakuye 
they will be very useful to us in the future. 


Gabras. 

The Gabras are divided into four tribes, the Algana, the Garra, the Galbo, and the 
Odola; their Chiefs are Haro Liteho, lie Telo, Alake Gorai, Isaako Neyteho, Guyo 
Laffe, and Haro Sako. These tribes in the rainy season inhabit Golbo, south of the 
red line, at Hurri, Uran, Forole, lie Bora, lie Dimtu, Torbi, Dida Galgal, and Wojjeira, 
while in the summer they go up to the highlands at Magado, Diglo, Sake, Obock, 
Lisso, and other places in Borana. The Gabra who are at Wojjeira never visit the 
highlands of Borana; they remain with Hido Roble. The reason for the other Gabras 
visiting the highlands of Borana is that Golbo, in the summer, has not water enough 
for the great number of their animals, and also they are afraid of the Kore, who have 
many times attacked them and killed many of them. The Gabras are very powerful, 
and as populous as the Gahrri; very rich in camels and goats, but poor in cattle. The 
country in which they live in Golbo is full of elephant, giraffe, buffalo, and rhinoceros, 
and all sorts of antelope can be seen on the plain and in the forests of Golbo. 

It is said by all the Borana and Gahrri that before the Abyssinians took possession 
of Borana the Gabra lived by their spears, i.e., they never paid tribute either to Gedu 
or to Guyo Anna, and, if they did pay, it was only after a fight. The country ot 
Liban is full of them. When they heard Golbo belonged to the British Government, 
their Chiefs told me that, having camels and goats, and being promised by the gentle¬ 
men of Mr. Butter’s expedition that the Gabras would never be given to the Abyssinians, 
and as the country of Borana is unsuited in the rainy season for their animals, they 
declared they would not stay one day with the Boranas and Abyssinians. They have 
already refused tribute to Gedu and Guyo Anna. The Abyssinians once took a great 
number of animals from them for disobeying orders, and so when they heard that the 
Gabra refused tribute to Gedu they put Haro Liteho, the principal Chief, in irons, 
and did not set him free until he gave them twenty-five animals. Haro Liteho sent me 
some men to ask to help him, but 1 sent them back, saying that he must have patience 
for the present. At the same time I promised to write to you about it. Thus if we 
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do not want the Gabras they want us, and they declared that if we gave them over to 
the Abyssimans they would take all their animals, and run away in the direction of 
Kore preferring to fight with the Kore than to stay with the Abyssinians. Mr 

S 3 to.? Z°Tl T 7 , those people, and the Abyssinians, seeing 

LK/ m.n tH f ih G f. bra ?i. ha f fnendly fei-lin S s towarda British Government, 
punished many of them after the departure of the expedition. For my part I believe 

that if the Gabras are handed over to the Abyssinians they will run away to Kore and 

Sri 1 y!, rOUb Jp In rn ny J *7 trying for the present to make them friends 
with the Kore and Rendille, and for that reason I sent word, by the Somali Safaris 

whmh are going to Nairobi, to the Chief Luba to send me, if possible, some of his people 

* he Gabras are fr ? ends w *th the Kore, I do not see why I should not help 

5”^ ♦ K A 7 ' here Un T tl1 the Abyssinians forget about it. If they do 

not want to stay with the Abyssimans I do not think we can force them to: no subject 

tZllTTT Ca “ ^ f0rC,b 'j detained if the 8aid Government is cruel and un/ust 
At present I have never promised them anything; I have merely told them that as 

STfiSra^ A 1 i 17 n r ke them friends > and in the future they must 

rllk, K f 0 ^' a! 8 f °- r he Gabra ' vbo are north of tbe red line > I advise them 
to obey the orders of the Abyssimans so as to avoid unnecessary punishments. 


Kore and Rendille . 

,yr c °untry of these two tribes is reported to extend from the frontier of Nakuro 

SWnW fd* oV* Go b £ and “• The Rendille have four Chiefs, Luba, Tumala 

J i t i‘^ J lnhab ' t the coun 'ry south of Golbo, at Salle, Dibsar, Nagana 
S^MataArba, Odola, Meida.te,Korrole, Mei Kone.Robi, Fauna Galla, and WouteS'he 

ofGollfo^t^k C K Cd S T dl \„ rh ,1 K r lnhabit the countr y south and south-west 
of Golbo, at Sake, Koyar, Koya, Marelle, Bavo, Kurkoum, Farit, Lelerwa, and Hawasho 

'Giese two tribes are reported to be so powerful that the Ajuran Gabra and Borana are 

? r ? ld ° f the ?'- J belF ? U “ try 18 ful1 of £ ame > especially elephants. They are said 
to have a certain amount of respect for the British Government. I tried to get into 

waTohl?' C H t° n ™ tb tham > bu ‘ n ° l a sm " le native from here was willing to go I 
was obliged to offer the Somali Safari, Aly Sheikh Doon, a tusk of ivory if he would go 

r h !f baand . 8 e f£ dltl > and f ? ave f he ® eight pieces of amerikani, which I am sending Is 
bakshish to the eight Chiefs of Kore and Rendille, with two red cloths for Luba and 
Segedito The Kore and Rendille have a considerable collection of ivory, and they have 

to fiftvl T rd f°«. (C i° th 2» T If ‘ be Government were to send me there with fron/thirty 
to fifty loads of mardouf, I think I could exchange all the “ mardouf ” for ivory and 
the Government would profit greatly, as in Kore or Rendille you can buy or exchange 

ftrhiHrfon 68 W ° rth f “ mardouf ” f°j; 600 rn P e e 8 worth of ivory. At present I have 

further orders from /of ' * P™^ fr ° m me ’ P endin S tbe recei P t of 

Borana. 

p , The P ( °, r T are divided into two sections, the Sabu, with their principal Chief 
Gedu, and the Gonna, with their principal Chief, Guyo Anna. The Sabu are divider! 
again into four different tribes, the Sabu, the Karayu, the Mattari, and the Dizalo The 
Gonna are divided into fifteen sections, the ( 1 ) Gonna, ( 2 ) Oditu 131 Giliti, U\ 

mTn ( t 5 l GaW no\ Galantu > (V Konitu, ( 8 ) Dembitu! (9) Nonitu ( 10 )’Metehitu' 
i 2 Gatehltu ’ ( \ 2 ) Haroressi, (13) Guzi, (14) Sirayu, and (15) Arusiluka. The 
Boramt country extends from the east of Lake Rudolf and the highlands of Tertale up 
to the frontier of Sidamo at Djamdjam; thence through Liban to the frontier ot 

Sine 1 and oVI* ® i Man / B °5 ana8 of S<5 > Goffa, Dadeteho, Eggder Agab 

oirre, and Gadaduma have their camels and goats at Golbo Woiieira TaWio n . ’ 

Buna, Buttelo Corondile, and Garra. The°Borana co^ bfo? %ood ^<£mX 

G a , man /” f tbos , e . B o ra na for two generations past have been living in Golbo but 

The ™t! bl Vrk highlands of Borana, while keeping their camels and g goats at Golbo 

The cause of their coming up is that the Eggi, before the Abyssinians came to Borana' 

Cnfh ° n tbam a “ d oW'ged them to leave Golbo. To separate the Borana from 

Golbo, Sakuye, and Gabra is as if one were to separate the child from his mother The 
Borana say: “ If the Golbo is to be British, and we are to be given to the AbvssiniJn. 
where shall we put our camels and goats ? And if the Sakuyl are taken from Gedu,’ 
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and the Gabras from Guyo Anna, we will go all of us, to Adis Abeba, andask the 

the Borana would never consent to be separated from Golbo. As l speaK 10 me 
personally in their own language, thev have great confidence in me, and both Gedu an 
Guvo Anna declared that they were friends to the British Government, and that if we 
tried to deliver them from the hands of the Abyssimans they would help us. Gedu said. 

“ I am in terror of the Abyssinians when they ask me anything and when giv y 
opin“n aboTthem, for I am afraid that the British Government may leave me, then 
they will kill me. This year Sir John Harrington was very angry with me, but what 
could I do’ If I spoke otherwise, surely, surely I should he put in prison or kiUed by 
the Abyssinians.” He meant that if he was sure that the British Government would 
nrotec/him from the Abyssinians he could speak his mind truly before the Emperor. 

P Guyo Anna's messenger, a certain Galgalo, who was with Mr. Biter's expedition 
1ms a certificate from Mr Butter in which he recommends Galgalo as a most useful man 
Zl fMo ^tLe BrSsh Government, &c. This man has been sent to 
Anna to declare that he has friendly feelings to the British Government, and that if we 
fake tl e Borana co^try he wS help us to do so, but he will not risk anythmg for the 
present^ foaring* that I may go away" and leave him to the Abyssinians, who will surely 

klU Th’e Borana worship snakes. Gedu, Chief of Sabu, keeps in his house at Karayu 
the snake called “ Biitte,” and Guyo Anna, Chief of Gonna, keeps one called Boffa. 

At a certain period of the year all the Chiefs, including Gedu and Guyo Anna go to a 
forest near 4 amdjam with their snakes, which they then let free, keeping only a male 

iffsZi&stzr& siiriJ&r s 

ihem follow what customs they please so Ion. as they pay tribute and do what they are 
told. 

Digodis and Yabeinas (,supplementary account ). 

These tribes are said to have come recently from the Web River to the Gahrn 
country. They are over 6,000 in number. Their divisions are— 

Rer Fai, under the Chief Osman Gaba. 

Rer Gibrail, under the Chief Suleiman Yussuf. 

Rer Mashari, under the Chief Hassan Moussa. 

Rer Mourale, under the Chief Aalim Nur. 

Rer Mahmoud, under the Chief Abdullah Mohamed. 

Three years ago Dejaz Lul Sagid, of Arusiland, came to the west of the Ganale 

lliver and demanded tribute of these tribes, and they gave him a “ ord ' n f ly6 ® C ^® 18 
and 180 head of cattle. On the following day he called all the Chiefs ^ a meeting 
twenty of the principal Chiefs obeyed the summons, coming unarmed, as they expected 
no harm When they were at prayers Lul Sagid suddenly caused them to be attacked, 
and they were all killed, together with fifty-five of theif followers, and their cattle, said 
to amount to 20,000 head, were carried off by the Abyssinians. 
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Commerce in the Frontier Districts. 


... (, arn sending yon a commercial report of Borana which has been made by me 
wtth the assistance of Sheikh Mahomed and Mahomed Noor, Safaris.* Since efoht 
years the above Safaris have been trading in the country of Borana and Luk ; both are 
Italian subjects, and they are supposed to know every article and market of importation 
and exportation. During those eight years Sheikh Mahomed, the principal of all 
batans at Borana, had great trouble with the Abyssinians; he says they do as they 
please with the customs duties, and sometimes, if the Safaris refuse to give them the 
number of the articles unreasonably wanted, they whip them. Sheikh Mahomed showed 
me some marks on him, saying that once they took from him goods worth 2,000 dollars 
and then sent them back to his country. He is of opinion that if the British Govern- 
rnent wouid protect the trade the exports and imports would increase tenfold. He says 
that it he were not afraid of Abyssinians he would bring o,000 tobes of mardonf, and they 
would be sold m two months. Just at this moment there are about 150 Safaris and 

Liuk people (Gahrn, Ajuran, and Hatchi), having with them from 200 to 300 tobes of 
mardout each. 

Previously a Gahrri named Aba Woreesa had charge of all the Safaris, taking 
the customs duty; but lately the Emperor, seeing that thousands of tobes of mardouf 
arrived every year at Adis from Borana, decided to send some fellows of Nagadras 
Uaiio Gorgisj and now there is a custom-house at Karayu and another at Teltele. Since 
the arrival of those people, Aba Woreesa has only to go round, and if he hears that new 
Safaris are coming from the south he sends his people and brings them to Le; from 
there he sends a messenger to Karayu for the custom-house people. It was agreed 
between them that they shall come in six days, but sometimes they do not come 

within a month. The regular taxes are 5 per cent., and they take any new article 
they see. 

t i Principal commercial roads are three— (1) the road via Le and Gahrri to 
Lu fi P) road via Gadaduma and El Wak to Bardera; and ( 3 ) the road via Debel 
and Wojjeira to Kismayu. Nearly all the articles of export go to Luk and Bardera. 
because if the Abyssinians find any Safaris at Wojjeira the* take from them their 
goods, bbeikh Mahomed says that all Safaris would prefer the road by Wojjeira if 
there were protection against the Abyssinians, as the road by Luk is not good for them 
tor the following reasons : ( 1 ) The road from Golbo to Brawa or Mogdisho is thirty-five 
days, while from Golbo to Kismayu is only twenty days; ( 2 ) on the Ganale River many 
id the cattle die from tsetse flies, while the Wojjeira road has none; ( 3 ) the market of 
Kismayu is better than that of Brawa, Mogdisho, and Marka. So, the road of Wojjeira 
lavmg th ()se preferences, of course the Safaris will prefer to send their goods to Kismayu 
sheikh Mahomed has already a house at Kismayu. On the road from Wojjeira to 
Kismayu, if there is much rain, there is water for six months at the following'places: 
VVo.ijenra to Lakole, thence to Huluti, then Gourati, Miskiti, Matta Worcessa, Goura 
Arba, Djima (rain water at all the above places); then Fengal (wells), Ajmatu, JDeshek 
Wama, Kalkaltcha, Guouti, Gowin (rain water at the above); thence to Kismayu. The 
caravans can go in the rains to Kismayu very slowly in fourteen days. From five to six 
months after the rains are over there is not water from Wojjeira until Fengal, but as the 
animals of Borana are accustomed not to drink water for from five to six days, they say that, 
by going in the night and resting by day, they arrive in six days in Fengal. Sheikh 
Mahomed last year sent 600 goats from Wojjeira, and all arrived at Fengal except ten 
which died from want of water. * 

To prevent the articles of export from going to Luk and Bardera when the boundary 
question is settled, a custom-house at Dolo, near Luk, would be necessary to take a tax 
of 10 per cent, on the articles which come from Borana, Gahrri and Wojjeira, and are 
intended for Luk. A similar tax can be put on the articles for import from Luk and 
Bardera. No large expense would be incurred, as a post of ten soldiers would be sufficient 
making the Chief of the place, Awa Samba, responsible for the Safaris. Those ten 
soldiers, the Chief, and a native or Indian Secretary would watch the place, I may say, 
better than 300 soldiers, because all the Safaris who go to Luk have to pass through 
the country of Awa Chamba for five days. So if the Chief has a small pay from the 
Government he will watch the place, and the arrival of any Safari from Borana will be 
reported to him by his people, while, if there were a European custom-house the 
contraband would be great. An inspector would visit these places every three months. 


* Travelling merchants. 
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f Head of the merchants in Abyssinia. 
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Another serious thing makes the post and custom-house necessary at Dolo, as it was 
reported to me by many Safaris that every year hundreds of Luk people cross the 
Ganale River in the rainy season, and go to the south of the Dawa River and Golbo 
for elephant shooting in British territory. To this the Italian authorities of Luk close 
their eyes, so that every year a great quantity of ivory goes to Brawa. Those fellows, 
if found (which is easy if the Chief of the west is watching the places), not only we 
could take from them the ivory, but a punishment would be necessary. All this depends 
on the friendship of the Chief Awa Chamba, who detests the Abyssinians for their 
cruelty; he says that his country belongs to the British Government, who, however, 
never come to take possession of it. Awa Chamba is supposed to be the man who took 
down the Abyssinian flag (which was hoisted last year by Fitaurari Woldi of Gardula), at 
the same time sending a messenger to Woldi saying that British soldiers arrived from 
Kismayu and took the flag down. His son, Aden Awa Chamba, has been taken by 
the Abyssinians, as I told you before, and is now in Adis. I think if the British Govern¬ 
ment give him orders about the custom-house and post he will do his best. He is 
very old, but his son will take his place. A second custom-house with the same 
system would be necessary at El Wak or Bard era for caravans coming from the west. 

If those two custom-houses could be established in those two places under the system 
which I suggest, and if the Wojjeira road were left free from any taxes (except at 
Kismayu), the articles of export and import will be cheaper, and a great movement will 
be seen on the market of Kismayu. Some articles may cross to Luk and Bardera, such 
as salt, coffee, and hours, which the natives of the south use very much; but the 
principal articles will go to Kismayu. I think the commercial port of Golbo when 
the boundary is settled would be one of the greatest ports in South Abyssinia. The 
market of Kismayu can compete in the articles from Adis Abeba which are coming 
down to Bako, Sangama, Cojja, Djamdjam, Sidamo, Gardula, and Konso for the 
following reasons: Articles from Adis Abeba, to come from Jibuti to the above 
countries, take more than two months, and they have to pay transport and custom 
duty, while those from Kismayu will take only twenty days to come to Golbo, and of 
course would be cheaper from there than from Adis Abeba. It is reported that the 
natives of the east and the south as far as Zanzibar prefer the Abyssinian coffee to that 
of Aden. The export of coffee from Cojja, Bako, and Sidamo is supposed to be about 
100,000 to 160,000 farasl&s yearly. 

With regard to Bardera, there is a Somali called Fara Ibrahim who has fourteen 
guns given him by the Government of Kismayu. Sheikh Mahomed, coming up this time 
from Bardera, met the people of Abdi Din, Somalis of the Ogaden, Aoulihan, who are 
between El Wak and Bardera. They took from him a sort of tax ot 200 dollars, saying 
that the road belonged to them, and he must pay them or otherwise he could not pass 
on to Borana. Sheikh Mahomed went to Fara Ibrahim about it, but he told him that, 
having fourteen guns, he could not fight with all the Abdi Din people, and the best 
thing to do would be to pay them. As far as I have been told, the Abdi Din people 
respect the British Government, but they do not want to have anything to do with 
Fara Ibrahim. 

A messenger came from Dolo saying that an order of Dejaz Lul Sagid came to 
Dolo for 1U0 oxen and 100 sheep. Some consented and gave them, and some refused. 
I sent word to Awa Chamba that I was coming, and that he must send people to Dolo 
saying that henceforth the natives which are south of the Dawa River must not listen to 
any order which comes from the Abyssinians. 


Approximate Yearly Importation. 


Mardouf and Amencani 
Massokn .. 

Lull Rassas 
Tobacco, Zanzibar.. 
Bangal-bi-Madar .. 

H indole— 

Black .. 

Bashar .. 

Alel 

Hakawa .. 

Hontoi .. 

Apgal 

Loti «• • • 


.. 350,000 tobes. 

.. 50 faraslas. 

50 „ 

.. 4,000 tourous. 

.. 6,000 pieces. 

.. 200,000 „ 

.. 200,000 „ 

.. 1,000 faraslas. 

.. 1,000 tobes. 

1,000 „ 

5,000 „ 

.. 1,500 yards 
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Appeoximatb Yearly Exportation of Borana, Wojjeira, 
0xen __ and Merihan. 

Biki .. 

Mirgo .. 

Zibitcha 
Kalnn 
Camels .. 

Goats and sheep 
Horses ,, 

Mules .. 

Salt— 

Diglo .. 

Magad .. 

Bours 

McJmel .. 

Ivor J .. ] 

Rhinoceros horns 
Hippopotamus tusks* 

Ostrich feathers 
Goat skins 
Ox skins .. 

Donkeys .. 

Ladawa .. 

” • • .. 

and a tobe is eq^vaTe^to °l\ dol^ ^ Americani ia *ken as money. 


Golbo, Gahrri, El Wak, 


600 

600 

600 

1,200 

600 

36,000 

60 

300 

600 faranlaa. 
600 
1,200 
60,000 
1,200 faraslas. 
1,200 
120 

480 lbs. 
30,000 

120 faraslas. 
120 

240 faraslas. 


»» 

»» 


Each “ taka * contains five tobes, 


Sanga— 
Baki 
Zibitcha 
Mirgo 
Kalim 
Bouts 
Melmel 
Ilka— 

Arba 
Worcessa 
Robi 
Guzi— 
White 
Black 
Bor 

Ladawa 


MaBsoka 
Luh Rassas 

Bangal-bi-Madar 

Hintole 


Vocabulary. 


Loti 

Alel 


An ox 8 years old. 

»» 3 •• 

A ” 5 » 

A cow 3 „ 

Perfumed wood. 
tt gum. 

Ivory. 

Rhinoceros horn. 
Hippopotamus tusk. 

White ostrich feathers 
Black „ 

Brown „ 

Perfumed wood. 


Bronze. The Borana use it for bracelets. 

at-fj5a k *””--;■*»- m. 

ShTfi k ha 'Z- T t Bonma put it in their ears 

ell-fisb, white. The Borana put them round their milk-pots. 


Kalim* 0 ^ f °“ nd ‘ n B ° rana and the 80uth - 

Camels from’Gahrri and Wojjeira. ” 

b 0 "’ E ' W “ k > and Wojjeira. 

Horses in Borana country only. 

Salt— C ° me fr ° m Sidamo ’ in Abyssinia. 

Diglo, from salt mine at Diglo, Borana. 

Magad „ „ „ Magad, „ 

Melmeloolleetr. ^ 8nd D J amd i am Sidamo. 

81W - 1 

Rhinoceros Cf £“ d «<>.bo. 
Hippopotamus tusk from Dawa River 
O^nch feathers from Borana and the‘south. 

Goat skins and hides only in the south. 

Donkeys from Borana and Gahrri. 

Ladawa collected from the trees in Gahrri country. 


























Summary of further Report by Mr. Zaphiro on the future Commercial Prospects in the 
British Territory on the South Abyssinian Frontier. 

Every Mahommedan of the south is cleanly in his habits. He needs two tobes of 
mardouf, 7 yards each, for himself, and two tor his wife, i.e. y 28 yards for each Mahom- 

Every Sakuye, Gabra, Kore, and Rendille needs probably 28 yards of mardouf 
yearly, but also 6 yards of black shash for his wife to wear on her head. 

Every Borana needs 14 yards of mardouf yearly, as well as 3 yards for his head and 
4 yards for his breeches ; in all, 21 yards. Their women wear skins. 

Thus, supposing there are 300,000 Mabommedans, Sakuye, Borana, Gabra, Kore, 
and Rendille, who require 28 yards of mardouf a-year, the total yearly demand comes to 

8,400,000 yards. . , . _ 

Fifteen to 20 per cent, of this cloth comes up from Kismayu, the remainder from Brava, 
Mogdisho, and Marka, and passes through Lugh and Bardera into our country. If an 
import duty on goods entering British East Africa were imposed, and custom-houses 
established on the roads coming from Lugh and Bardera, Kismayu would benefit very 
greatly, while the dues would more than pay for the expenses of the two posts. 

The export of ivory is considerable. Every year at least 100 or 200 tusks go to 
Abyssinia, 200 or 300 to Lugh or Bardera, and about 20 to Kismayu. There is great 
fear of the elephants being exterminated owing to the practice of the Abyssinians of; 

killing indiscriminately old, young, and females. 

When the Kismayu route is further developed and tranquillity established along 
the frontier, there ought to be a great- development in the trade in cotton cloth (Abu 
Gedid) for Southern Abyssinia, as the Adis Abeba market could not compete with this 
cheaper route—sea-borne to Kismayu, and by boat up as far as Bardera, thence over flat 
country by camels, which are plentiful, and cost very little. 

There are great salt mines in Borana. 

The Kouso country south of Lake Margarita is extremely fertile and highly 

cultivated. • 

While one great commercial highway runs from Kismayu to Golbo, another starts 

from Golbo to Nairobi. It is about twenty-five days’ camel march. 

The Ganale River is navigable as far as Liban except for one or two cataracts 

at Lugh and Bardera. . 

It is probable that the construction of a railway along the JNairobi-brolbo road 
would be both easy and profitable. Thence it would be easy to prolong it to the 
Baro River, from where it would one day doubtlessly be linked with the Soudan 

system. . , 

Efforts ought to be made to secure the Borana country, it is a rich country, and 

the natives are shamefully ill-treated by the Abyssinians. 

Agal, in the Borana upland, is a very suitable place for a post and valuable as a 

sanatorium. x 

Once order is established it would be very easy to encourage the trading propensities 

of the natives. . _ « 

Mr. Zaphiro repeatedly dwells on the importance of the Borana country, the 
present misgovernment of it, and the desirability of its being included in the British 

sphere. 

Sirri 9 Borana , September 15, 1906. 


Recent History of Borana. 

The red line on Captain Maud’s map, which you gave me, indicates exactly where 
the Borana country ends. I tried to be sure about it, asking the Chiefs and many old 
people of the south, who told me that Golbo, Wojjeira, El Wak, and Gahrri never were 
called Borana, and they are not Borana. Gedu, Guyo Anna, and the Abyssinians lie, 
and they know they lie. I will tell you why the above Chiefs say that as far as the 
territory of Gore, Rendille, Wojjeira, El Wak, and W r orabessa (Ganale River) is Borana. 
When F. Hapta Giorgis, seven years ago, came to Borana, the Borana people gave up 
their country to the Abyssinians without any fight. The cause of their doing so was 
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kill him and take" ^^^^^“'iJntil’thenVey SdSt k* rtT"* Karayu tried to 
came, hundreds of them, to Karavu and U d not k ? 0 w the effect of guns. They 

the others went away. Since then they have fhorrmSenth * 0 ab ° Ut 160 of then G 

pi b ■£prosars* 

.ho ... .ime.ith Bo.tog.,.i«e"ta\V& ss.” 

... Chief of Gedu, Abo Fil.to, 

having those two principal Chiefs took everythin J tZ of . G ® nna - The Abyssinians, 
are all Borana people ; the Sabu are of the family of ? abu and Gonna 

of Anna, consequently each one is Chief of his n Abo Filato and the Gonna of that 
seeing that if the Abyssinians cont nued to ac t n tZ ^ The , above two Chiefs, 
decided to send people and ask taxes from the .n th way th( ? w ™ ld *>on be ruined 
the south, being afraid of the AbvSan.?. h ^ and the Gahrri - the people of 

of Gahrri), consented to send taxes for their woLct-T* kU L ed a great numb er 
Borana people with their cattle to the south tn ' J! hen tbe two Chiefs sent 

to let the Borana stay with them and till i n d 7 tbefe ' Tbe Ga hrri did not consent 
interior of Gahrri. Thus theThv’Jni. I to ' day you cannot any Borana in the 
Gedu and Guyo Anna and bad nofhing to do^fth^ 76 * 1 * t°°t W ^ at tbe ? wanted from 
after Mr. Butter’s expedition, seeing that the district 6 f°av’ but,atel J. and especially 
are very ric h, Basha Muju wenl foThe sou^ and toot "* ® Wak ’ and 
Without even consulting Gedu and Guyo Anna number of animals 

Adis, and the result was that Basha Muiu was mft 8 the ™ a tter to 

ofthe red ita, bef.e.n ,be». 
Wojjd,., Buna, Be,„“ X 8 * b “ n , G « l >“> i «be G.b„ 

near the Abyssinians at Arero and M e J • Gonna These Chiefs, being 

because they take double from the south e . v h er - yt .^ n ^».^ 3 . ut they lose nothing, 

above Chiefs, reported the case to Adis sn F ® -Abyssinians, suspecting the 

£ £ JJ ,ldi last jear to go to the south and see' th^couSry^V'w"'ld‘‘ ex P® dition 

«.g to Worabcisa, U illU j .".‘J " Abj “““ 
European came from the south. He did the same at FM*Lt w — tb ® flag ,f an 7 
He never saw all those places himself but declared th \ Y, 0Jjei . ra ' and Bawasho. 
much as he could of oxen, cows camels tobes and f . a 1 Ab ^“. coUected as 
if asked, to say his country was Borana and returnpd^n °°^ £ are warn ^ Abdi, 
many camels and hundreds of water-pots nromisin * P urmg hls expedition he took 
them or left them at Borana" Z T ^7,’ bUt he f ° rgot ab °ut 

what had been taken from them Tinder ? tlves p the sou th never received back 

«*»• >o lb. interest rTS ?*!' ~ “ 

•hich i. very fr.„ Adi, AbeS S el.tSt'lfv, 0 StoSST*™ S »*”*». 
try to make as much money as thpv fan f,!r fK ^ 1 ^ * ro ? 1 an 7 control—first they 

may he dismissed, and then they think about the^mn^ novvin £ tiiat to-morrow they 
F. Hapta Giorgis that if the south be ff iveu un SZSZ”’ ml *?*/ a11 of tell 
But they he, for the Borana country, which is leifto them S n W1 |h be f f ° r ttle Em P er or. 
large and rich, and they ought to be very ^ankfll an f nni t a ° f r , ed line . “>ery 
that the south is Borana, because it is not true anA 'f tv, ^ P ersua( ^ e tbe Fraperor 
of the two Borana Chiefs actual Chief in Borana’ and In . e LH mper ? r were to ma ke one 
Borana, then he would see what the Bnmnn ,• ’ ■ d | t -° WIlbbraw the Abyssinians from 

b.v his Chiefs and soldie-s. 6 ° raDa Ca " S ‘ Ve blm yearl >’- aab what now is taken 
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Mr. Zaphiro to Sir J. Harrington. 

gj r Gadaduma, March 15, 1906. 

With regard to the country south of the red line, I visited the places from Hurri 
eastwards as far as Dantu Hill, and from the highlands of Borana down to the lowlands 
of Golbo, where the line indicates there is no water, neither a road, as far as 1 could see, 
from the top of Gara Buroli, Bad Bada, and Kilta. The country south of the line is a 
bushy plain with some hills to the southward. It is reported that every year, m the 
rainy season, all the people who are on the highlands Gabra, Borana, and some 
Sakuye—visit the plains of the Golbo, keeping the grass of the highlands for the 

summer. . 

Hurri is a point which may be useful in the future as a commercial road to 

Nairobi; this road is supposed to be twenty marches from Magado to Rendille, and 
water is supposed to be found all along the road. Previously Safaris from Gahrri used 
the road for going to Gore and Rendille, but eight months ago the Gore killed eleven 
Safaris, and took all their goods and camels; five of them escaped, and arrived at 
Magado. I saw two of them at Eggder. They sa.v that some Gore people have guns. 
I reported to you before that from the same road Gore people came last year and killed 
some Gabra and Borana ; since then nobody goes to Hurri, but to the plains on the east 

and south. . 

From Gara Buroli and Torbi, as far as Debel, the country is supposed to be 
visited by 60 per cent, of the Borana people and the Gabra. Thus from the east end of 
Lake Rudolf until Debel and all the country south of the red line is uninhabited during 

the summer, when there is no water.* # # 

Before the Emperor forbade the elephant-shooting, thousands of Abyssinians 
visited this plain during the rains, but now the only place frequented by them is 
Galarassa, near Gara Buroli, on the line. 

Ganyazmatch Benedikti and Basha Beru, who were still at this place, reported that 
all the elephants in the summer approach the highlands for water, while in the rains 
they go to Lorian, where Gragne Willi had last year killed a great number. Just now 
the place is full of people from Lugh. I saw some of them, and told them that if I 
catch any of them with ivory he will be put in irons and sent to Kismayu. Those 
fellows are killing every female elephant and young ones, and, as the female elephant’s 
tusks are forbidden at Kismayu, they send them to Luk and Bardera. I hope you will 
kindly instruct me about them. 

With regard to Kilta and Holali, which are on the line between Gara Buroli and 
Gadaduma, there is water at both places, but, having the tsetse fly, they are never visited 
by the Borana or Abyssinians. At all the above places it is impossible to establish a post. 
The only place where a post would be necessary is Debel or Corondille Hill; at both 
places there are water, stones, and wood. From Debel down is the only direct road to 
Bunna Battelo, Wojjeira, and Kismayu, and it is the only road by which the Abyssinians 
can go to the above countries. I think a strong post should be put here as soon as the 
boundary question is settled. From Debel southwards, in the districts of Bunna 
Battelo, Merkore, and Ajja, there are thousands of peoples, mixed Sakuye, Borana 
Ajuran, Kellaris, and some Gabra. All these people are willing to pay any taxes which 
the British Government may fix for their protection. Gedu, Chief of the Borana, has 
here about 1,500 camels of his own. I told all the above people to report to me if any 
Abyssinians come to them. 

I was not far away from Debel when an Abyssinian called Aba Guraza went to 
Bunna Battelo, saying he was sent by the Abyssinians at Arero, and took from them 
three goats, one ox, and 2 tobes mardouf. As soon as it was reported to me I sent 
three soldiers to catch him, but in the meantime a Somali, of the twelve which are at 
Karayu, happened to pass from there with a letter to Kismayu, and found Aba Guraza 
on his way back to Borana. The Somali, seeing a single Abyssinian, and being 
stronger, beat him and took from him the ox and the tobes. Aba Guraza left Golbo 
for the highlands. My soldiers had instructions to catch him in Golbo. When they 
arrived it was too late. They returned reporting the above news. The Somali, having 
the ox and tobes, arrived at battelo and took a camel and two water-pots, saying that he 
was sent bv me to Kismayu with a letter. The natives, recognizing the ox, reported 
the thing to the Chief of Wojjeira, Hido Roble. The Chief, having instructions from 
me that every soldier of mine must have a red cloth on his breast (a secret sign 

* In a previous letter Mr. Zaphiro stated that the country between Lakes Stephanie and Rudolf was 
uninhabited for the same reason during the summer. During the rains many Abyssinian punters come. 
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ThoAllowsX'ving Jr S »? an -P^nation of Ihf behawl oftHo" dif 
the natives ev; r ,thin| gUn8>andu8, ^ the of the British 

natives, mixed IWaM^S^uye^ahl-ri ? a ' able> a " d Takaba, there are thousands of 
are very rich in camels and cattle. TheyTre’ wil ata ’ and Yabeina - All these people 

G ,r S ” F a* 

h " e “ lUe 

* om Hide Roble, putting himln ^ns u'nri and tookTtO 

^ G «nno kdled a native of Woiieira called t! k bro “ gh * them - An Abyssinian 
with the barrel of his gun because he diH < Ga basso ^ eri hy breaking his head 
This man Gurmo and the brother of the^ 5® 1 COnsent to g ivc him a horse to ride 
at Gardula sent the brother back !wV° Adis Abeba - hut Gedu’ 

was punished, but I do not think thev will J ^ him that he would see that Gurmo 
Abyssmians do not care to kill a fellow^ountrvZ^f 111 ” 1 &S be deserves > because the 
other cruelties have been related to me about the aI" * natlVe L of Wojjeira. Many 
exaggerate things, as you will not like it. Abyssinians, but I do not want to 

tht° fh them mn8t ~ “p b to 8 Borana W without del the , natives of th e south, saying that 

“.Sr" *■>"»•«. o, A.rr&“s 

' HidoRobl Pedi d i0 A n i h t ave been secret, y punished Wh ° received in 

a present. I « °Wojjeira, sent me three camels as 

me, being too small and not good for loading, ” 6m back ’ as tbe ? are no good for 
1 do not suppose that Fitaurari R« r *o n' 

and Mega about the line. The proof is fh i° r ^ ls £ en ^ an J letter to the Chiefs of Arero 
whom I sent back, went to Gardl Zu^ Beru ’ twenty of his sofdi/rs 

they are shooting elephants. I showed them y th e e; p rCtUrned 7 Gal,arassa (Golbo), and 

as le,,e Go,bo ^ 

tr;„r - S 

me about them.^ ^ * ,l8t ° f the prlnC ' pal Chieft , hoping that you will kindly instruct 
soldiers, including Gedu^and 'I^yo AbI!" The"!*? d W ? rabeisa ’ he had about 600 

hundreds of donkeys and camels for his transport and hTT* to P rovide him with 

to e!ght oxen &c. He came back with a 2 f eV ?7 for his food 

told by many Chiefs that F. Woldi has a jL!/ b . of cattle » camels, &c. £ am 

which neither the Emperor nor F. Hapta Giorxns . man ^ am ™ aJs in Borana of his own 

sell all the animals they take from the natives in then* to Konso > ai »d they 

tblD f bere _ ln Borana is “ vole, volons, volez ” Ther*! ° f / he Em P eror - The whole 
what they doi w,th the taxes. The natives have to rive mT &Dd D0 contro1 
f°° d 0f the Abyssinian soldiers; these oxen are sent ^ m0attl for 

transport the gram the natives have to supply camels nrH K ,? to l bu ^ 1M g g™in. To 
of the Emperor for hundreds of oxen, & c and so on • Jht rbeD COmes the order 

and if they do not consent thev are treated w tbe Borana must give, give give- 

.in« r ,„,.tG^i.r ^<4 ^»iCf 

He *°j k ,? ve da ^ s to come, and for every day’s food heVnnk ^ Ab J sslman messenger, 
or 10 dollars, for bringing a note. [ hope you wdl see a5 is - ^ goats. 

you some things about the Abyssinians in the Borana VfoH 77“ i he wil1 tell 

corana. A fellow, Ato Achini, beat, 
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before me, an old Borana because he did not consent to give him a big sheep. I 
interfered, and we had a great dispute about it. 

I wrote to you about Aba Woreessa in my last report. This man is a native ot 
Gahrri. For twenty years he has been a Nagadi,* and is supposed to know Kismayu, 
Rendille, and Brawa very well. Six years ago he established himself at Le. The 
Abyssinians, seeing that he was clever, made him chief Safari; but the real cause of 
his staying at Lc was to watch the Abyssinian’s movements. When an expedition was 
preparing to go to Goibo or Gahrri, before it started he sent news of it to Gahrri; so 
the Gahrri had time to send their animals to the south. Since the departure of 
Mr. Butter’s expedition, the Abyssinians have tried many times to capture their 
animals, but they were saved by Aba Woreessa. All this did not prevent the 
Abyssinians from taking donkeys, goats, &c., whenever they please. This Aba Woreessa 
may be a very useful man for us, as he is very clever and supposed to know every Borana 
of the south and Safaris. 

I am preparing a report as to the number of animals taken by the Abyssinians from 
the south since the departure of Mr. Butter’s expedition; but, as I want to report the 
exact numbers taken, I am waiting to see two more Chiefs from the south. The cause 
of my reporting to you is simply to let you see how little the Abyssinian Government 
respected the Agreement of 1900. 

To engage local men as soldiers is impossible af present, the natives being afraid of 
the Abyssinians, for they say, “ If we now consent to be your soldiers, when you go away 
the Abyssinians will take our animals; while if you stay with us, we are all of us your 
soldiers.” I engaged some Safaris, but I had to send them away, because they are 
asking 6 tobes a-month, which is 12 dollars, and then they want me to give them coffee 
and tobacco (of which I have none for myself), so I sent them away. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) PH. C. ZAPHIRO. 


Principal Ajuran Kelbaris Chiefs living in Borana. 


Mohamed Abdis 
Godana Yerou.. 
Ahmed Omar .. 
Dima Bousain .. 
Mahomed Abu Bakr 
Ali Desao 
Bone Ido 
Arijata Bake .. 


• • 
• • 


S Liviug at Eggder. 


»» 

» 


Bada. 

Le. 

Aramsatn. 

Agal. 


All the above Chiefs have half of their animals, camels, goats, and cows in Wojjeira. 


Principal Chiefs of different Tribes South of the Line. 


Wojjeira, Ajuran Kelbaris 
„ „ Gasha.. 

„ Borana, Sabu, Gonna 
Takala, Ajuran Garren .. 

„ „ Ballata .. 

„ Yabeina Mourale 
.. Rer Mahomed 


Meddo, Yabeina Rer Fai 

Goffole, Sakuye 

Battelo , • 

Bunna .. •. 

Banissa, Gahrri Tuff and Kuran 
Ganale .. • • 

Dantu 

Meddo, Gahrri Tuff and Knran 
Takaba •• •• 


.. Hido Roble. 

.. Bare Sadeko. 

.. Aleka Girma. 

.. Abdi Hidi. 

.. Mahadetcha. 

.. Aaalim. 

.. Abdullah Mahomed. 

f Farah Ilmi. 

.. ( Lib&u. 

I Ali Gaba. 

/ Didi Kouno. 

' * \ Abdi Karah. 

.. Roba Elmi. 

.. Hoka Borou. 

.. Ali Abdi. 

•. Awa Chamba. 

.. Abdi Hidello. 

.. Kaliti Mahad. 

{ Isaak Dida. 

Abdi Mahad Kurania. 


Of all the above Chiefs, the principal for Gahrri is Ali Abdi; for Wojjeira, Hido Roble; for Sakuye, Dido 
Kouro j and for Takaba, Abdi Hidi. Photos of each Chief will be sent very soon. 


(Signed) 


PH. C. ZAPHIRO. 


• Merchant. 
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gir Mr - Zaphiro to Sir J. Harrington. 

Koutchou, Bakateher, and two o°Lre°l||t'to Bakaba QaT’ ? orru> B°uke, Samade, 
for the present, with an order from the Abyssinians A ah £ n ’ w ^ ere All Abdi is staying 
and twenty camels to be delivered within two dnv Arero b ? r , sev . e J* t I' sheep, thirty cows, 
same Ali Ahdi with an order from Gedu for ^fTj Aba Woreessa went <° the 
delivered without delay. Ali Abdi Chief of Cahll h’ ^ C ° W8 ’ and ,our cam els to be 
give anything to the Abyssinians refused to h ’ having instructions from me not to 

and at the same time heC*’ two men with? ^ *° the above Allows, 

Gudi (copy inclosed) saying that, Gahrri beinJsoS of "Z * 86nt 3 letter to Ato 

for taxes, and that I wrote to you abou ^. Ill f 6 \ ne> he muat nofc send People 
from Adis Abeba. I am sure the Emoeror know I® “I wait , until a letter came 
the Gahrri gave them ; as for myself I will a ., out tlie 144 animals winch 

anything until I have orders from you about it A er P ermit . an f Abyssinians to take 
oxen from the Wojjeira. I sent the fellow hark f-'}. ( ! tber ord . cr arrived to-day for seven 
horse and never give it him hack ’ ^ hlm lf he returns 1 wii l take his 

Having seen and heard nearly all the Chiefs of „ 

of the north, I am taking the opportunity tn t 8 °j^ an( ^ man ^ borana Chiefs 

the boundary-line at Borina W > t0 teU y0U of a dlfficu %> and my opinion of 

taking ^“Ir allfeTamW r °M he Ab ^ ssinian Chiefs of Borana are 

Borana country is supposed to be »hp Rmnnmi.’ D b i 8 ^ " ave been told, the 
“ madbet,” and no tails have to be Jven TceDt^Tell Pr ° Perty ’ Which the ? caU h -e 
of the Abyssinian soldiers in Boranf • butthenat^h™" month for * he *'ood 
country in Abyssinia. * 6 natlyes here P a J mor e taxes than any 

be beLWio'hGo™Z"»« 0 rt eip° c iXfoT^^” 1 ° tk “ « ~«Jd 

from Borana to ObS^S 

like Jimma Abajifar. In the country of Jimmatherp i« nnt a u • • f Borana » 

King of Jimma gives every year to the Emneror mnn * i^gle Abyssinian, and the 

If Borana „e,e"und„ S Se TsSTtZ*”'^ 

Emperor every year more taaes than what the Abyssinia. bnn S to ‘the 

Borana will accept Geda or Gnyo Ann. k 

as much as he can so as not to lose his ulace as Chief Or Tmi, anxious to give 
number of cattle, camels, ivory, &c„ which the CMefe are JIt * Emper ° r fix the 
the number be great, it never will reach the number which are belnl * f 

Borana and the south without his knowledge Not a sino-lp Ah — takl ? n n .°, w * rom 
into Borana except the Nagadis. Gedu ol co^se will & the Cr ° 8S 

Gabra, and some Sakuye which are north of the line. The Borana thiVh ^ Boran . a » 
the south can return, or stay where they are and p-ivp * n i are no ^ 

Government will have all the Mahommedans of the south who win’lie'^H the , Britisb 
Gedu and Guyo Anna as they were before theAbyssSseiLli Bo^'IfU i 
possible ^ arrange as I suggest, the Emperor will have many more oxen and ivorv of 
both of which be is very fond; and to the British Government there w 11 faU I 
commercial road between Kismayu, Borana and I mav sav siHnme, n i , a S reat 

If Gedu is Chief and no Atjsrinian, Xaln in tYeTo’ranlTi onUklll' 
will come to Borana for trading, but also the British Government will ifot lellf . Sata ™ 
any soldiers to watch the different districts. The Chiefs ofT he ^ south 
country, and a travelling Inspector can control them everv three “ j 1 * r 

British Government puf the custom-house, as I suggestl mv rZI / / ik * 

Kehruary [sic] 1906, an income will arrive from the cistom-house every ve£ 

could be put of one ox a-year from each house, which the Mahommei.^o V f 

are willing to give for their protection. This boundary-line as far as I kn! th6 “°!? th 

reasons?—-^* UV ° AnM "° r the Mah —edans of the south, forfeSng 

Every year in the rains the Borana go to the south keenimr the „„„ r 
summer, while the Mahommedans of the south in the summer not hiving emmlif ^ 
come to Borana for it. If we refuse to allow the Borana ?o go soulh lhev wl IT' 
water to the Mahommedans, while if we permit the Borana I go south thereTlT 
questions between the British and Abyssinian authorities who ale watching thl Le 6 
[1509] s 
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and if it must be watched, as you order, there will be need for a great many soldiers to 
watch a boundary of 300 to 400 miles. The best thing to do is, if possible, to clear 
the Abyssinians out of Borana, and with Gedu or Guyo Anna it can be arranged so that 
every native can go up and down as it is now. The principal roads for the Abyssinians 

to go south are— 

1. The road vi& Le and Jimma to Gahrri; 

2. The road vi& Gadaduma to El Wak; and 

3. The road vik Debel to Wojjeira. 


All these places are watched by my soldiers, and everything is reported to me. 
Any Abyssinians or natives who are going south for taxes are sent back. I may say 
that from the day of my arrival on the line the natives of the south have not paid a 
single animal, and no Abyssinians have attempted to go south except Aba Guraza. I 
hope, Sir, you will not call me up until the boundary question is settled, and, if you do, 
please kindly send somebody in my place; otherwise those poor fellows of the south 
will be punished by the Abyssinians for not giving taxes. I am sending you a list 
of the principal Chiefs of the south, hoping to send you their photos when I see 

Aba Guraza, after he left Golbo, went to the neighbourhood of Gahrri and took 
from a native there his only three cows, after beating him and telling him to go and 
tell to the “ Frangi ” to see what he can do. The man came to me, and I sent him 
with a letter to Ato Gudi, of Arero, and I will see if A to Gudi will return him his 


To-day, the 28th March, about 100 of the Kore people arrived in the night not 
far from my camp in a Borana village and killed seventeen women and children, taking 
away 800 sheep with them. The next day all the Borana went after them, retook the 
sheep, and killed two Kore people. They came and asked my help, but I had only 
three soldiers with me, the others being away about 80 miles in various places. 
These Kore begin to be very dangerous, and I hope you will instruct me about them. 
The Abyssinians are watching for an opportunity, and may go to Kore and spoil 
everything. 


Correspondence between Mr. Zaphiro and Ato Sorsi 


( 1 .) 

SENT from Mr. Zaphiro, Inspector of the boundaries of the English Government. 
May it reach Ato Sorsi. I showed you the letter of the Emperor for protecting the 
boundaries mutually, that no soldier shall give trouble until the boundaries are settled, 
and you told me that the Emperor had ordered you to forbid huntsmen only, and that 
you are not to protect the country against Fitaurari Hapta Giorgis’ men. My Govern¬ 
ment ordered me that, except Ato Sorsi and his clerk Ato Haili, with twelve soldiers, I 
should not allow anybody to pass. But you sent twenty soldiers, the men of Ato 
Belillo and Woldi, beyond the boundary to bring bullocks, camels, goats, &c. All this is 
contrary to our order; look at it and send me an answer. 


( 2 .) 

Sent from Mr. Zaphiro, Agent of the English Government. May it reach Ato 
Sorsi. How do you do ? Your letter reached me. I do not agree with your word. 
Let us send our letters to Adis Abeba, and until the reply comes I advise you by the God 
of the Ethiopian and English Governments to let no soldier pass the boundary or enter 
the country. 


(3.) 

May it reach Mr. Zaphiro. How do you do ? Sent from Ato Sorsi. I am ordered 
to stop hunters. I have not been ordered to mark the boundaries. But you told me 
that the men of F. Hapta Giorgis and Fit. Woldi had no right to exact taxes, and that 
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; e i' d p - tch th * m together. But it is impossible for me to restrain the men of 
a' G ,or £ ls > w *! 0 rU th,s coantl 7 from former times. I have not been ordered to 

8 H°’ m f ^. e P a P er of the Emperor does not sav, “ Let the country be protected by your 

Jame ? a " reC that b0th of us wouId send Otters and wait until the answer 

came? 1 have not twenty guns; my guns number twelve only. I have two pack 

mules, five female servants, &c. Haili has two guns. If you say that above twelve 
guns cannot pass we may count each other’s mutually, and send them back. 


(4.) 

well fetC t hT t t Ph r ^°T do y° u do ? Tour letter has reached me. Very 
Ad ’ Abeba / listen to P r W i T TO 1 PP° int - ^e answer of our letters from 


( 6 .) 

man etl^ Zaphi r°- . Ma ? * re *ch Ato Godi. How do you do ? Behold a 
man called Aba Guraza, having crossed the boundary, asks from the people taxes 

drovp g ’h‘m f b “Jl° c h 8 . goats, cloth, &c.,” gave me trouble, and I sent my soldiers and 
d ^. VC b ™ *e Golbo country. He again came into my country “nd beat a man 
with the butt of his rifle, and took from him three cows. Let him Return the cowT to 

to to'fhe’p If 16 -f r r ““West hira . as he has abused the Government He shall 
me an answer" * * “ * M ^ ““ if this is so ’ and 1 ** arrest him Send 


( 6 .) 

rnd,- Se R SZ Mr ; Zaphir0 ’ Age , nt T .? f the En g lish Government. May it reach Ato 
Godi. Behold, certain men named Jildessa, Sori, Boki, Semati, Kocho, men of Borana 

having traversed the boundary and going to the country of Ali Abdi by order of the 
Abyssinians demanded seventy goats, thirty cows, twenty camels. Another man also 
by order of Gedu, demanded ten cows, ten bullocks, and four camels but I told 
not to give all this cattle^ It is arranged that ’until the Emperor and the /nglis/ 
Government shall settle the boundaries below Golbo Debel, till Woiieira Giri^and 
Genoli, no man should pass. For this reason, until the boundaries are settled all 

‘|* eSe . . c ' JUnt ™ s are not boun d to give tribute. I have sent to Adis Abeba concerning 
the 144 cattle and seven bullocks which you demand; do not take any cattle till thf 
answer conies. I write all this to you because you are the Judge of the country 


In the letters attached to the preceding report, the first four are a correspondence 

S W en 1 t Ch h P r d R ln ^ ° f aSt Jear between Mr - Zaphiro and one Ato Sorsi, who had been 
sent by the Emperor, in response to representations of Sir John Harrington to assist in 

patrolling the line. He proved much more hindrance than use, as he refeed to trie" 
long it, and he, and the men with him, laid every kind of exaction on the natives on 
the plea that this was necessary for his support, and in order that he might be able 
to carry out the orders of the Emperor. At this time Mr. Zaphiro had moved eastwards 
the d line. Gadaduma ( Kud(kd uma), near Gebel Kuffole, the extreme southern point Jf 

Here, again, great difficulties occurred with his attendants and his suddIv of 

provisions. His allowance did not allow him to supply his servants, like Mr Butted with 

d rr Very da ?> beefs > muttons, and game meat extra,” and meanwhile his furniture 
guns, &c., were suffering damage. uture, 

Up to August, Ato Sorsi is reported as continuing to maintain his attitude 

rahf^r-H 16 elepha "‘ hunt « rs ? n . 1 y. "bile the two officers with him, Walda Dadi and 
Gabro Gidan, deny the authenticity of the red line marked on the map as the temporary 
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frontier. Under their auspices a raid was made into Golbo, and a Chief named 
Gallarassa and his son, carried off and sent as prisoners to Karayu, where they were 
detained on the plea that they had neglected to pay tribute. Gallarassa had rendered, 
considerable service to Mr. Zaphiro, and the latter believed that this was the main ground 
for his capture. 

It appears that even Fitaurari Hapta Giorgis had sent letters ordering his officers 
to respect the red line and to take no tribute from the south of it, but this was 
'isregarded, no less than the letter from the Emperor. 

The next time that the two men above mentioned levied tribute south of the line 
Mr. Zaphiro was more successful in his representations, and he induced Ato Sorsi to 
confiscate the oxen which had been carried off and to return them to him; and shortly 
after, having received early news through Aba Woreessa, he succeeded in cutting off 
another batch of cattle which had been taken from the Sakuye of Wojjeira. 

Mr. Zaphiro’s difficulties at this point were increasing. His activity had rendered 
him distasteful to the Abyssinians, who now refused to supply him with anything, even 
with water. He holds Walda Dadi to be the chief cause of his troubles. He prolongs 
his stay at Kuddaduma as it is the centre of the line and the most important point for 
trade and traffic. 

At this time (the 4th August) he had sent out all his escort to various places to bring 
him news, keeping only two armed men with him, and he applied urgently for more 
arms, as the country was dangerous and full of elephants, lions, and leopards. His,stores 
were almost exhausted, and the difficulty and expense of procuring more were very great. 
His health was suffering severely, and one letter from him at this point contains his 
testamentary dispositions. 

The next incident was a demand from Ato Sorsi for the surrender of a Garrhi who 
had murdered a Borana, but this Mr. Zaphiro refused until the Abyssinians in their turn 
handed over to him five Borana murderers. 

An Arab named Abdul Barri Shereef was reported to be approaching from Kismayu. 
This man asserted he had been appointed by Major Hansen in 1901 to watch the 
frontier for five years. He appears to have been more of a trader, and his chief 
protection and influence sprang from his sanctity as a Shereef. On being warned by 
Mr. Zaphiro of the presence of the Abyssinians, he returned towards Kismayu. 

Raids and fighting were reported from Kore. No measures could be taken to stop 
this owing to the difficulty of the country and lack of water. 

Mr. Zaphiro’s complaints against Aba Guraza (some of whose misdeeds have been 
related above) had been successfully backed by Sir John Harrington, and the man had 
been sent in chains up to Adis Abeba. 

Large numbers of people were reported to be coming in from Italian and British 
territory along the Juba and raiding elephants. 

At the end of August Mr. Zaphiro had moved a little to the north-west, where he 
had heard ot elephant hunters, and he was camped at Sirri. Here he was met by 
Ato Woldi and Gedu, who demanded from him tfce cattle, levied as tribute, which he 
had confiscated. He stoutly refused, placing himself in the door of the inclosure where 
the animals were kept, and telling the Abyssinians that they must go over his dead 
body to get them; but at last a compromise was arrived at, by which the matter was 
referred to Adis Abeba, and if in fifty days no answer came, then he would surrender 
the cattle. On the other hand, Gallarassa and his son were released. In reporting 
this, he justly points out that it is not the few cattle that matter, but the question of 
principle, and the effect that his action is bound to have on the surrounding tribes. 

In the meanwhile, Mr. Zaphiro’s complaints and allegations against the Abyssinians 
were being consistently denied and qualified as untrue by the authorities in Abis Abeba, 
who in their turn raised complaints against him, and pressed for his recall With 
regard to the matter of ivory, Mr. Zaphiro was actively engaged not merely in stopping 
hunters crossing the south of the line, but also in confiscating tusks which had been 
obtained in British territory and were being transported to the north or to Lugh. Near 
this place he had considerable trouble, as men from Italian territory were persistent in 
their poaching expeditions across the river. During the past eight years they are reported 
to have obtained about 1,000 tusks, which they now, on the departure of the Abyssinians 
from Gahrri, were beginning to convey to their homes. Previously they had been 
unable to do so from fear of the Abyssinians, and they consequently used to hide the 
ivory in the forests. Great numbers of men (2,000, according to report) also came 
to hunt the elephants and recklessly destroyed females and young together with the 
adult males. Mr. Zaphiro opened communications with Major Kirkpatrick, the officer 
at Kismayu, with the object of preventing these inroads more effectively. 
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There were also feuds and disorders among the Renlille and Kore tribes. 

Writing towards the middle of October, Mr. Zaphiro reports a visit from Ato Sorsi, 
who took by force the tribute cattle, extorted from the Sakuye and Gahrri, which he 
had confiscated. He himself, in order to avoid loss of prestige on the one hand and a 
possible fight on the other, feigned illness and refused to see the Ato. 

He was unable to go south lest Ato Sorsi and his men should forcibly accompany 
him and terrorize the natives there. 

On the 22nd October he had to commence a fresh struggle with Ato Sorsi, as 
orders had arrived from Menelek for some salt and the local Chiefs commenced 
commandeering large numbers of donkeys, &c., from Buna and Wojjeira, far to the 
south of the line. 

On the 23rd October Abyssinian officials arrived to summon to the capital Ato 
Sorsi, Walda Dadi, Gallarassa, and other persons who have figured prominently in the 
previous pages. 

On the 24th October this official directed Mr. Zaphiro to leave the Borana country 
and to proceed to some spot south of the line, but on sharp inquiry it appeared he had 
no authority to do so, either from Sir John Harrington, the Emperor, or the Fitaurari 
Hapta Giorgis. 

In the course of the dispute which ensued, the chief Abyssinian official, Basha 
Waldo Gabriel, accused Mr. Zaphiro of exacting supplies from the natives, a charge 
which Mr. Zaphiro appears to have refuted satisfactorily; and he retaliated by complaining 
formally of Ato Sorsi s seizure of the tribute cattle which he demanded back, also of 
the late demand for supplies from Bunna and Wojjeira. 

On the next day the tribute cattle were restored, and the orders which bad been 
sent for the supplies countermanded. 

Meanwhile, the Abyssinians were intimidating the natives so that they should sell 
him no milk nor other supplies, while his stores were, he reports, almost exhausted, and 
all his escort had been dispatched to one place or another. 

In a previous letter Mr. Zaphiro had sent in information which had reached him 
to the^effect that M. Guignoni, French Trading Vice-Consul at Harrar (who is known to 
have a considerable interest in the arms traffic), was selling Gras cartridges to the 
Ogaden through an agent of his, one Ludovicos Zervos, at Ginir, in Arusiland. He now 
adds the news that the Abyssinians at Karaule, on the Webi Shebeli in that district, are 
selling numbers of rifles and cartridges to the Her Af kab (Ogaden) on the east of the 
Ganale, and that this tribe was intending a raid into British territory west of the river. 

A rifle is sold for four head of cattle. A considerable trade in arms is also carried on in 
the adjacent corner of Italian territory. 

Mr. Zaphiro refused to allow the southern Chief, Gallarassa, to go up to Adis Abeba, 
as‘ordered by the Emperor, unless accompanied by one of his own escort; this was 
agreed to by Basha Walda Gabriel. It eventually appears that Gallarassa was unable to 
travel to the capital owing to illness. 

In reply to Mr. Zaphiro’s various complaints, Mr. Clerk addressed him the 
accompanying letter of instructions on the 12th December. 


Mr. Clerk to Mr. Zaphiro. 

Mr. Zaphiro, Adis Abeba , December 12, 1906. 

SIR JOHN HARRINGTON left here for the coast last Friday. Owing to the 
state of his health and the pressure of work to be got through before leaving, he was 
unable to send off your messengers, and requested me to do so and to write to you. 
Another reason why the messengers were delayed was that Sir John Harrington hoped 
the carbines, &c., intended for you would have arrived at Adis Abeba. I am sorry to say 
they have not yet reached us, and 1 am sending you as a temporary measure six Gras 
rifles and six belts with thirty-six rounds in each belt. 

The boundary of the southern frontier of Abyssinia was agreed upon between 
King Menelek and Sir John Harrington on the morning the latter left Adis Abeba. It 
is the red line marked on your map, so that the Borana go to the Abyssinian and the 
Gahrri and Golbo to the British Government, but the tribes on either side of the frontier 
may cross it for grazing without being interfered with by the two Governments. Until, 
however, you hear from me that the Frontier Treaty has been actually signed, you must 
continue to act on the lines laid down in Sir John Harrington’s original instructions 
to you. 

[1509] R, 
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I inclose a letter from Fitaurari Hapta Giorgis to Fitaurari Woldi, forbidding the 
Abyssinians to go below a certain line, either for hunting or for levying tribute. I hope 
that now Ato Sorsi and the rest have been sent back to Adis Abeba you may be 
having less trouble, but in any case the letter may be useful to you. 

I also inclose a letter from Dejazmatch Lul Segetto his officers,* which forbids them 

to collect tribute, &c., from our side of the Ganale River. 

Sir John Harrington was very pleased to hear from your letter ot the 2oth October 
last that you had recovered possession of the Sakuye and Gahrri tributes. Unless you 
are prevented by force you should restore those tributes to the people from whom they 

were originally taken by the Abyssinians. . , 

You have also done very well to stop Ato Woldi’s orders to Golbo for men, donkeys, 
and salt; I trust that Fitaurari Hapta Giorgis’ letter will prevent further difficulty on 

on this point. , . , * u- u 

As regards Gallarassa, he is probably still on the road up here, for your soldier has 

not reported his arrival. ^ , . , , 

The Borana who were sent here by Basha Walda Gabriel arrived here some time 
ago, but the Emperor dismissed them again, as he found their accounts of their 
country were so contused that he could learn nothing from them. 

It is very serious, if true, that the Abyssinians of Arusiland are selling rifles and 
cartridges to the Ogaden, and I will ask Dejazmatch Lul Seget to try to stop it. 

If the Kore pay no heed to your instructions and start raiding either the 
Borana or the tribes on our side of the line, you may take some Abyssinians and raid 
them, as a punishment. If the Abyssinians know that they may loot the cattle, &c 
they will be ready to accompany you. It is, however, a question which must be left 
largely to your discretion, and you must bear in mind that under no circumstances are 
the Abyssinians to be allowed to carry off women and children from the Korc. 

I return herewith the answer you propose sending to Major Kirkpatrick, which you 
may forward to him. I have kept a copy of it, so there is no need tor you to send 

me one. 

As regards merchants coming from Lugh, Sir John Harrington’s instructions are 
that you are not to take any customs duties on goods brought in from Lugh, nor are 
you to stop ivory bought in Abyssinian territory, i.e ., north of the red line, from going 
to Lugh. But confiscate all ivory shot by Lugh people or killed by natives for sale at 
Lugh or to Lugh people, in our territory, i.e., west of Ganale River, and south of the 
red line. As regards the ivory already confiscated by you, you can use some of it for 
rewarding the Chiefs, &c., who help you in this work ; the rest you must keep until the 

decision of the Government is known. 

I should like to have a report from you on the general situation soon. 

(Initialled) G. B». 0. 

p S. You will notice that the line in Fitaurari Hapta Giorgis’ letter is con¬ 
siderably south of the red line. The red line is the frontier, and Hapta Giorgis’ 
letter will only be useful in the event of a regular Abyssinian raid, or if you have to 
leave the Borana country altogether for any reason. 

G. v* 


Fitaurari Hapta Qiorgis to Fitaurari Woldi. 

(After compliments.) 

Until we settle the Borana frontier with the British Government— 

On the Rudolf side, Gebel Chirruck, Gebel Roka, Gebel Churrd Moydle, Gebel 
Torbi, Gebel Torb, Gebel El Dimtu, Gebel Ullero, Gebel Diddimtu Idda, Gebel 

K ° n On the Geri side eastwards, Kuffole, Gebel Alati, Gebel Udder, Gebel Gurchebi. 
Gebel Uroba, Gebel Gundudd, El Chilako, Urgums, Chulluka, Ursulli, from there the 
Dawa limits. 

As His Majesty has said no hunter or soldier, except tbe natives, is to go below 
the said place until the frontier is settled, therefore prevent anybody going below 
the above-mentioned places. The countries below the said places, which formerly 
used to pay tribute to us, you are not to oblige them to pay tribute. Let it wait. 

Adis Abeba , October 8 , 1906. 


Not printed. 
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Memorandum. 

mn<> We M 0 'V in ^ r u P on a fres , h seriea of re P" rt8 . commencing from the 20th November 
X one rf uS mwTJr'r". ‘ “"i «&»>. t» meet AdTch.b.n 

visited by e neonle n from the W* ? ?“ rra GuI1 S ull ° and Muddo. The latter is much 
favourabfv 3 ter " tor ? ‘he west. The former he reports on very 

favourably, anrt states that it is a very favourite resort of the Gahrri tribes From the 

it is ev,dent that all the tribes of the lowlands keep gradually 

Rerana hi th >?l ** a PP ears > for instance, that the Gahrri formerly inhabited the 

Borana highlands, while the Borana used to live to the north of Liban. 

imnunitv^t^Ttor* 501 ^ 6 t Ge ;[ az , PjU ' ® a o' d is in the habit of making raids with 
mpunity into Italian territory, which are conducted with great cruelty. His chief raid 

the natives^° Ur * S ° t0 Withi “ sk hours ’ j° urne y of Brava, when he killed 1,600 of 

and u conc . I “ des tbis despatch by giving an account of a series of petty raids 

and murders between the various tribes, from Magado to the Ogaden. The most serious 

The brother of one Ahmed Mergan and Ms • 

f laid on th d p een r. kllled V-iv e be Rer Dumal - Ahmed had avenged his brother by 
alahThv W h Rer Dumal kdling 120 men, women, and children, including twelve men 

f | Wlth a nfle be bad been S lven at Mombasa. The other rifles in the 
hands of his followers were stated to come from Kismayu. 

Uecembef a i906 O,S deSpatch is dated from his old P 08t a ‘ Gadaduma on the 25th 

.he «lSTrf FH55 4t P G h “rgi« beS “ “ ‘ h *. W “ t ( ”“ r M * 8 * d ° >10 

A " emba ^°/ K f P ut _ on trade°except at Arero, so that no merchants could come from 

Rardera Jd T e m n and eaSt ( Ki8 ™yu, Brava, Mogadishu, Marka, 

Bard era and Lugh) were compelled to pay double customs, and were detained at L6 

tor one, two and sometimes three months, until the Customs officials found it convenient 

to come and levy the dues. Meanwhile, they were in great straits, being allowed to buy 
no provisions. ° J 

ad 1V ^i. Z i aphl ^ neX t bad to settl ° a dis P ute between the Gahrri Chief, Ali Abdi and 
Aden Chaban Alyo It was arranged by the latter being appointed over the country 

Takaba ° ° l ° M “ dd °’ and the former over l he part from Muddo to El Wak and 

The Rer Afkab (from Lul Sagid’s country), armed with rifles, had made a descent 
on UoJo and effected considerable havoc. 

s °me Rendille Chiefs came in to express their pleasure at hearing that they fell 
within the British boundary, and to complain of the raids of one Dejaz Biratu, who, they 
said, penetrated as far as Mount Kulal, on the south of Lake Rudolf. They said they 
were ready to pay any reasonable amount of blood-money for their murders of Borana 
folk, and on being asked how they had ventured to come into the Borana country after 

having killed so many of that people, they said they were safe so long as a British 
omcial was there. 

Mr. Zapbiro instructed them to capture, if possible, or kill any Abyssinians visiting 
their country, and to be friends with the Gabras from Borana, whom however, together 
with the Abyssinians, he would endeavour to prevent from going among them. 

The following despatch is dated again from Gadaduma on the 1st February last 

i in fr0m Fltaurari Ha P te Giorgis, inclosed in Mr. Clerk’s letter of’the 

12th December (see above) which had reached Mr. Zaphiro, defined the boundary 
considerably to the south of the red line, and Mr. Zaphiro had consequently refrained 
from making use of it, as it excluded from British territory all the wells, viz., those 
below* Gadaduma, Kuffole, Dantu, Gebel Udder, and Gebel Uroba on the Gahrri 
(Gurre) side, and those near Gadaduma, Gebel Roka, Holali, D. Muttasingaware 

n ? ebel , Bu f roh ( the 9eat of the Golbo Cbief Gallarassa) on the Golbo side, from 
all of which places he had so far, for the past fourteen months, successfully kept out all 


• See Map (not printed). 


Golbo, Mr. Zaphiro explains, is a waterless plain, only inhabited during the rainy 
season. For the rest of the year the people live at the above-mentioned watering places, 
which are at the foot of the Borana highlands, or else (certain tribes) to the wells at 
"VS/" oj j eira 

Many of the Borana people were crossing the line to the south, refusing to pay tribute 
to the Abyssinians, so that the latter asked r.o be allowed to enter Golbo to retake them. 
Mr. Zaphiro refused, but endeavoured to take measures to prevent these migrations 
pending the definite conclusion of the frontier Treaty. 

The order for killing elephants had brought down large numbers of hunters, who 
were destroying the animals recklessly, male, female, and young alike, and were 
beginning to cross the line, especially into Rendille. One Ato Noru was the chief 

offender. . 

The country between Wojjeira and Kismayu was reported to be m a state ot war. 

Repeated vehement representations were unavailing to induce Basha Walda Gabriel 
to restore the tribute of the Sakuye and Gahrri, which he had confiscated, and which Ato 
Sorsi had taken from him by force (see above). 

On the 22 nd March Mr. Zaphiro gives news of a considerable difficulty which had 
arisen in connection with the letter of Fitaurari Hapta Giorgis, where, in his definition 
of the frontier, he had mentioned Gebel Torbi. A reference to the map will show that 
on the very line there is a Gebel Torb, a Gebel Torbi, and, well away to the south, a 
Gebel Turbi. The Abyssinians were now endeavouring to maintain that the latter was 
the mountain mentioned in the letter, and were endeavouring to cross the line in order 
to seize Gallarassa and other Golbo Chiefs as well as tribute. Meanwhile Ato Noru 
had entered the Rendille country from Tertale with thirty rifles, and was putting people 
in irons, seizing cattle, and killing elephants. Also some Gabras had been sent to raid 
the Rendille and had captured some cattle, which, however, Mr. Zaphiro retook and 
restored to their owners. Basha W. Gabriel and Ato Woldi had themselves crossed the 
line with sixty rifles to seize Gallarassa. Mr. Zaphiro accordingly found it necessary 
to remove his camp to the west towards Gebel Burroli, where Gallarassa lives. He 
here met the two Abyssinian officials, and the dispute over Gebel Torbi waxed hot. 
Mr. Zaphiro piteously explains that he “ has to do with stupid people here ; they don’t know 
any maps or red line, or others than the orders of their patron Hapta Giorgis.” He is 
convinced—and very probably rightly—that their aim is to get him away up to Adis 
Abeba, when they will be able to do as they please with the Golbo. Meanwhile, 
they are preparing for a raid—commandeering horses, &c.—while the Golbo Chiefs 
take refuge with him. 

Mr. Zaphiro writes that unless he receives orders from the Legation that he is to 
give up Golbo to the Ab)ssinians and retire to the Gebel Turbi in Rendille he will 
protect himself by force, but not until the Abyssinians have struck the first blow. He 
reports many further outrages by Ato Noru in Rendille—flogging, cattle raiding, 
elephant poaching, &c.—while large numbers of other hunters are following his example, 
though on a smaller scale. It is absolutely necessary, he says, to make an example of 
Ato Noru. 

He had by now succeeded in making peace and friendship between the Rendille 
and Gabras. On making up accounts it was found there was a balance against the 
Rendille for the value of one man killed, t.e., thirty head of cattle, which they 
were ready to pay over, but Mr. Zaphiro stopped them, pending orders from the 
Legation. 

He further asks for instructions as to how to dispose of the ivory which he has 
confiscated up to date (5th April, 1907). This amounts to no less than 145 tusks, 
weighing 2,568 lb. It includes many very small and many female tusks. He reports 
one or two murders or lootings, hue only of minor importance. 

All these last five reports reached Adis Abeba on the 1st April. Mr. Clerk took the 
promptest action possible upon them, and on the 22nd April sent him a letter from the 
Emperor Menelek defining in a clear and satisfactory way the frontier line. A copy of 
this letter was given to Fitaurari Hapta Giorgis for communication to his officers. It is 
dated the 14th April, and states that the frontier is the red line marked on the map, 
i.e., it starts from the junction of the Dawa with the Ganale ; thence along the Dawa 
10 Ursalle; thence it follows the tribal limits of the Borana with the Gahrri as far as 
Mount Kuffole. From Kutiole it will go along the summits of the following mountains: 
ttoka, Churre, Moydle, Burroli, El Dimtu, Furioli, Daga Kakulla, Buchuraa, Afar; 
thence to the creek at the south end of Lake Stephanie, and thence in a straight line 
westward to the shores of Lake Rudolf. 

About the same time other orders were sent for the puuishment of Ato Noru and 
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Stairs: iLd'ipi; >“& w^- w™’* 'r ^ ■» •» ... 

h,d «»t . party ofthirtymen uni/ ZWouffl H. 

succeeded in checking, and another under Waldo Mr * Zaphlro 

With Ato Woldi, who carried off four Bomnl chieft iwLl'S e W d 

is %£? ot *• hiss's 

«>u.b Th rf',"re d „^ ? S Fil * U ™ •» from 

natives along the line are in a panic and TvidentlTf^rt 11 * tlle Mahommedans. The 
profitable to put up with Abyssinian tv’rann den % uncertain whether it will be more 

by continuing to look for British rule and JrotecUom ^ ° f redoubled ^-treatment 


[20302] No. 63 

( No 18 ) Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Gorst. 

(Telegraphic.) P. „ . 

PI-EASE transmit following ,o,og„„ t» ldi , Abo^ Z. ^ 

also tb“K li ” "“ h M ZerTod '“ h b “ Alexandria banker, and possibly 

kind Mo^ver weha™ e tl, ^! nt °V 9 ° 6 WOuld be by action of this 

«, rw Vi ai tbe rl &ht to continue the line beyond Adis Abeba 

With y the mamtenance of the French Concession is in our interest and 

colleague.” ^ m V16W ’ y ° U sbould do a11 that y° u properly can to assist your French 

discomlgo’S prSjeot*^ ““ W " ha ™ wi,h M ' of the bank, to 


[19649] No. 64. 

Memorandum communicated to M. Gambon, June 18, 1907. 

A COMMUNICATION to the following effect has been received from the Italian 
Ambassador on the subject of the Ethiopian Railway, which Ts referred to in 
M. Cambon’s Memorandum of the 3rd instant. a 10 ln 

• , Phe , Ita]ian Government understand that the French Minister at Adis Abeba 

on Ion T? th 5 C , laimS of A tbe Kailwa y Company to exact a tariff of 10 per cent 
on goods entering and leaving Abyssinia in the sense of the terms of the Concession 

“ Til !il, he Em P eror , 8 c . ,aim to impose such a tariff in addition to the customs duties 
on all other goods entering or leaving Abyssinia by any other route • and that the 
representative of the English capitalists interested has placed in sequestration a section 
of railway 60 kilom. in length and the station at the head of the line 

,,,, rbe Ital ' an point out ^at under Article 10 of the Agreement of the 

ohhT ? U , Ce “ ber ’ 1996 ’ , tbe Representatives of the three Powers at Adis Abeba are 

Tni g th i° UP f 6aCh ° tb ! r r e ci Pr°caHy informed in any matter of common interest 

brought hpW e f f h r V° n8lder T neceSSary that the P resent question should not be 
brought before the Emperor unless an agreement has first been reached between them 

Italy opposed in principle to any measure which would render still more burdensome 

the annoyances of the existing Abyssinian customs regime, and this would occur 

13 u° n ?, ldered ’ Wf ! uld be s P eclal| y hurtful to the Colony of Erythrcea if the 
lfl P 7 r besides consenting, in the sense of the Convention of 1894, to the levy of 
10 per cent, on merchandize passing through Harrar-Diredawa, were to extend this 
measure to all other routes. And, moreover, it is considered that a modification of 
Cu^onxs Tariff introduced by the Emperor in the sense of the French proposal 
"ould affect the status quo to the detriment of Italy. ^ ^ * 

the Tt«r :raW n ng the att ! nti ° n of H ' s Ma i e sty’s Government to the foregoing remarks 
the Italian Government request that the necessary instructions may he sent To the 

s • 


66 


British Representative at Adis Abeba to confer with bis Italian and French colleagues 
as to the method of laying the matter in question before the Emperor Menelek. 

In reply to the above communication, Sir E. Grey proposes to inform the 
Marquis de San Giuliano that he instructed His Majesty’s Representative at 
Adis Abeba on the 2Sth ultimo that, in the view of His Majesty’s Government, 
nothing should be decided in regard to the 10 per cent, tariff without a preliminary 
Agreement between the three Powers; that this instruction was sent m view of a 
statement made by M. Klobukowski, evidently based on a misunderstanding, to the 
effect that he had been assured that His Majesty’s Government would not object 
to the “ dime,” and that His Majesty’s Government concur with the Italian Government 
in thinking that if the proposal is formally put forward by the French Government, 
an agreement should be arrived at by the three Governments, and they agree to send 
instructions to their Representative to confer with his French and Italian colleagues 
as to informing the Emperor Menelek that this is their view. 

Foreign Office , June 18, 1907. 


[20337] No. 65. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , June 18, 1907. 

THE Italian Government have instructed their Representative here that they decline 
the project of imposing the “ dime ” referred to in my telegram No. 6 of the 24th May 
on all the frontiers of Abyssinia, and, with regard to its collection on goods brought up 
by the railway from Jibuti, they have decided to make certain reservations. 


e 


[20666] No. 66. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Egerton. 

o. 87.) 

ir Foreign Office , June 19, 1907. 

’ I TOLD the Italian Ambassador to-day, with reference to the “dime” in Abyssinia, 
that my view was that, in so far as it was to be applied to custom-houses on our 
frontier and the Italian frontier, it ought to be made a matter of agreement between 
the three Powers, and I intended to communicate with the French Government to 
this effect. 

The Italian Ambassador urged that, if the “ dime ” was to be applied to custom¬ 
houses through which our trade passes, it would mean that English and Italian trade 
generally would be made to pay for the French railway. He thought this would not 
be fair. If the “dime ” was applied on the railway only, it would not divert trade from 
the French side to English or Italian routes. The French seemed to fear that it 
would do so, but this would not be the case, as the railway, even with the “ dime,* 
would be a much cheaper route than the caravan routes. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[18804] No. 67. 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 

Your Excellency, Foreign Office , June 20, 1907. 

WITH reference to my note of the 4th ultimo, addressed to Count de Bosdari, on 
the subject of the defence of the foreign Legations at Adis Abeba, I have the honour 
to state that, according to a report which has been received from His Majesty’s Charge 
d’Affaires at that capital, the Emperor Menelek is planning the construction and 
armament of a fort in a position which would , 1 permit it completely to command the 
Legations. 

This report has been shown to His Majesty’s Minister, now on leave of absence 
from his post, who, as your Excellency is already aware, has been intrusted with the 
task of preparing the draft of the instructions which it is proposed to send to the 
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f u““ 0 °CwS“ Ch « Adi, Abeba, ,„d wh. i. a. 

by Mr.’cierk, “"T? ^ 

that it is necessary to meet the changed - V t e Ration at Adis Abeba, and 

the introduction of importantalteSns in Zd .“ff - M ? loh " 0 “ ld > be 80 created by 
the wish, before deciding on the temls now ! S He has ex P re88ed 

who has left Adis Abeba, and is expected shortlv tn f° —’ co , nsult with Mr. Clerk, 
of the draft instructions will therefore be somewhat STddayed?' ^ COmpletion 

I have, &c. 

_ (Signed) E. GREY. 


t20562 ^ No. 68. 

(No. 42.) ^ ^ G ° rSt t0 8n Edward Grey.—(Received June 21.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

ABYSSINIAN Railway. Ramleh ,, June 21, 1907. 

Your telegram No. 18 of the 18th instant. 

m«t!r,d toy" 7 ”™ l ” W “ ,hin * of "» which th. French An,ba,„d„, 

in Abyssinia, which Harriugt^^wi^l^ble^to'tocS'ai^^H 51 ', h “ e variol ’ s interefsts 
a Concession for a tramway, which it seems mi oL ’ bas ’ arnon g st otter things, 
Railway. Instructions had ZdybeZHMhLTdftfT 1 ** 5 ™ th the F ™ch 

from any political questions in which the three fw~ 8 Abeba ag j nt J° kee P al oof 
interested, and, at my request he has i.L G ° v ™ents and Menelek were 

seemed to be without information as to linv forth tb ‘ S sense ' Zervud achi 
ment of the French Ambassador could have been“ Which ‘ he State - 
(Kepeated to Adis Abeba.) 


[16235] 


No. 69. 


Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 

Your Excellency, _ 

ON the 26th March last I had the honour to ,dd. June1907 - 

Sficattnl tSconsSutmn otte ** GoTrnmenttf a 

a., a S , i, „,cb i ra-as: 

Mr. G 8 : cTerkSTfatSy 6 A b< r en A J n communication with 

of the proposals made by your Excellency’s Cover 1 ™ 8 & t A nlf Abeba ’ on tlle subject 
addressed to me a report in Xchhenodn^onttW K f ftleman has now 

informed the Emperor Menelek of th e P reply of thf Board’ of Ty 6 Januar ^ last - he 
Ethiopia to the proposals put forward hv HU k d * Dlrectors of the Bank of 

with the Italian Minister, Major Ciccodicola and tho*^* m £ on8l,ant communication 
Legation, Signor Mochi, with both of whom he snoke to Ctlng Secretary of the Italian 
the bank, but that at no time did either of tLT q it<> °? e ^ about the P osition °f 
the question should be treated jointly bv the Renrefenf t ^ lndl “ tlon of a desire that 
and Italy. Mr Clerk states that r® ■ R , e P r f entatlves of Great Britain, France 

.ucb. w« »».d^£'y. ,h £c.“ '"•“p"-'*' 

Amencan Minister and the German Consii/ft*nArol u St ^ . the P rese °ce of the 

interests of shareholders in their respective countries' coS^o^bTi^LreT ***** ^ 
any joint representations to Menelek on the subject * b gnored ln case of 

.pokS"to HklESoJ t‘t k 16 «ce[ro"„* r7 „ ll ? ^ °‘» k >■“ »* 

XiST”* 1 “»o”'“« - ;. e 
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finding that the Board of Directors refused to give him a casting vote on the Committee 
of Four, has practically accepted their alternative proposal—a Committee of Three, 
consisting of himself, one other Abyssinian, and an European, whose decision must be 
unanimous. The only question is whether His Majesty will accept the Governor of the 
bank as the European member, or whether he will ask to be allowed to appoint some 
other European from outside in whom he has confidence, and whether the Board will 
agree to this course. In any case the matter is one to be decided between His Majesty 
and the Board, and Mr. Clerk strongly deprecates any intervention by the Repre¬ 
sentatives of the Powers, save in the last resort and at the request of the Board of 
Directors themselves, as such intervention can only result in convincing His Majesty and 
the Abyssinians generally that the bank is a political institution—an idea which His 
Majesty’s Legation has, since the bank’s inception, steadily endeavoured to prove 

unjustified. 

I have the honour to inform your Excellency that His Majesty s Government 
entirely share the view expressed by Mr. Clerk on the subject of the undesirability of 
intervention by the Representatives of the Powers in this question. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[20691] No - 70 - 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 22.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba > { une r 20 > 1907 - 

IN reply to your telegram No. 10, I have the honour to state that 1 am almost 

positive that the firms you mention have not yet approached the Emperor on the 
subject of a transfer to them of the Railway Concession, I have not even heard that they 

were combining, but will take steps to ascertain. 

M Klobukowski recently refused to inform me as to the present position of his 
negotiations, as he said they were still in progress. According to all I can hear, he 
has in fact made no progress whatever with King Menelek, whom he has scarcely seen. 
He also told me that he should not require any assistance from me. 

As I stated in my telegram No. 7, I fear that the continuance of the Concession is 
greatly endangered by the liquidation of the Railway Company, but in obedience to 
vour instructions I will do what I can to secure its maintenance. The Emperor, 
however, has invariably asserted that the old Concession holds good only for the first 
section of the line, under the provision of its second Article, and that for the con¬ 
struction of the other section it will be necessary to arrange new Concessions and 

altered terms. 


[20692] ' Na 7L 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 23.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba, June 22, 1907. 

I AM assured by the representative of Messrs. Ochs Brothers that he has no 
knowledge whatever of the combination mentioned in your telegram No. 10. He 
informed me he would undoubtedly have heard of it if his firm had taken any part m 
it. Naturally I refrained from telling him from what source I had heard the report. 

I am ignorant as to the proceedings of the Zervudachi Mission, who have been 
directed to have no communication with anybody, but I am certain that they have had 
no communication with the Emperor on the subject of the Railway Concession. The 
Bank of Abyssinia know nothing of the combination. 


[20858] 


No. 72. 


Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 2 4.) 

g^ r 0, 9 ‘) Adis Abeba, May 81, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to draw your attention to Sir John Harrington’s despatch 
No. 3 of the 12th January, 1905, on the subject of Abyssinian interpreters for this 

Legation. 




in Jf t0> bl " co » ,ide “ bl J' described 

. Mr ' Be ^’ First Interpreter, spends practically all his day at the Ghibbeh so 

him is before 8 °' clocki “ the 7 moraing and then 
P4.about 6 in the evening. He is considered to he the best interpreter 
Fk A l XJ . ba ’ b ut he is practically the only channel I have for communication with 

he * Can onl y be . sai d that he is more decrepit and infirm than 

as translatorFn thft/ ^ 18 WlUmg> and renders considerable assistance 

as translator in the numerous legal cases which are brought before His Maiestv’s 

thelluties of an InriF ^ arbitratio “> but he is quite incapablfof SlSg 

the duties ° f “J 3 *eter, such as they are described by Sir John Harrington. 

who mav o^mlv nFtSffiff 18tanCe - 18 pressi , ng ’ and cannot be met by educating boys 
wno may or may not be fit for use m several years’ time. J 

secure thTser^ h ?. n ? l } r to ^ that I may be given sanction to endeavour to 
10 / mil 7 ? 1 sultab J le interpreter, at any reasonable cost, say not exceeding 

hpl* tW T h> lmi ? ed ! at . el y» a nd, should this request meet with your approval, I would 

.^tobStS “ 1 b «“ d »>' « “ 

honour to report th.t th. Gcemor-Gener,! of <l,„ Sou,la,. h» to 

G™ Odi^e S to Kh“toum “ h"*"* ““ ° l0thi ° S> *° bojr. rt tho 

'm^ VOaiin S fi n<l suitable boys to send there. Meanwhile, I would 
suggest that the sum of 312/., which I understand, from Sir John Harrington's 

StM™ 2 f° f *S? 12 f h Ja ? uar y> 1906 - has been deposited in the National Bank of 
returned*to the^nnhHn educatlon of Basha Baleina’s sons, should be withdrawn and 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[20848] No. 73. 

(No 109 ) ^ E EgeTt0n t0 Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 24.) 

Sir 

ON receipt of your despatch No. 78 of the 3rd instant, I did not fail to address a 
note to Signor Tittom, in which I brought to his Excellency’s notice the circumstances 
attending the entrance into Abyssinia from Asmara of Mr. and Mrs. Wiglev and 

lonlZTt h '°? e iF f H il Majesty’s Government that the Italian Government would 
consent to furnish the authorities of Eritrea with instructions to advise British subjects 
passing through that Colony not to attempt to enter Abyssinian territory unless they 
are provided with the necessary permission from the Abyssinian authorities 7 

«• 1 tbe b° nour to report that I am now in receipt of a reply in which 

S efF°H H 1 - me bb o be ba ® written to th e Government of Eritrea in the 

&ense desired by His Majesty s Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


[20938] No. 74. 

International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company to Sir Edward Grey.— 

(Received June 24.) 

1F * Clements Lane , London . June 22, 1907. 

for ^ 0U are - awar P e ’ addressed t0 y° u more than one occasion a request 

FrerX V nt€ ^ entl °F °5 the b^ itish Government with the Government of the 

h [1609] ) 10 f ° r the protectlon of Bn ti8h capital invested in the shares and obliga- 
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tions of the Ethiopian Kailway Company and of our interests as creditors of the Railway 

Company^ and Government could only intervene 

for the protection of the interests we represent in the event of those interests bei g 
unfairly treated as compared with the French interests concerned. , 

f We would now respectfully beg to direct your attention to the following statement 
of facts which as we are advised and believe, constitute absolutely unfair treatment 
specially affecting the interests of our English Company as distinguished from the 

French shareholders and bondholders in the Railway Company. ., 

On the 1st March f 1906, the Ethiopian Railway Company wa,s formally authorized 

by the Minister of the Colonies to issue debenture bonds (obligations) to our Company 
in discharge of the past indebtedness of the Railway Company to us and against certain 
further sums of money which, at the Minister’s request, weundertookto advance to 
enable the Railway Company to pay the coupons due on the 1st March, and, as the 
Minister especially desired; also the one of the 1st June of that year. 

In pursuance of this authority, the Railway Company i8SU ^ 0 t ^ ? ^ ^ ^ fr Company, d 
we accepted 11 900 bonds, representing a capital sum of over 1 , 90 U,UUU ir. 

It was 'expressly stipulated by the Minister of the Colonies that these obligations 
should not be exchangeable for bearer bonds negotiable on the Pans Bourse before 
the 15th October, 1906, and therefore until the latter date they possessed no leady- 

m ° n Towards the end of August the Railway Company, having failed to obtain from 
the French Government the long-promised settlement of its status and rights under 
Concession from the Emperor Menelek, again sought our assistance in providing the 
funds for the payment of the coupon due on the 1st September. 

It is obvious that if the coupons were left unpaid the Railway Company would have 
found itself forced to go into liquidation, and our loans might have been seriously 
prejudiced. Consequently, for the purpose of protecting our mterestintheHailway 
Company, and more particularly the bonds which we had accepted under the Settle- 
ment P of the 1st March on the authorization of the French Government, and of thus 
preserving our security, we agreed to find the sum required for the service of the 

September^ coupon^ hftd ear]j in August requested the Minister for the Colonies 

to authorize a farther issue of bonds to enable tt to meetSthe September couponi and 
other current expenditure. This authority the Minister for the Colonies declined to 
give, but intimated to the Company that it might avail itself of other means at its 

^TcclrdmgVythe CcomplnTagain sought our assistance and, as already stated, we 
agreed to finefthe sum required on the security of a small portion of the line situate in 
Abyssinian territory, and therefore not within the jurisdiction of the French Govern¬ 
ment Subsequently, on the 5tl, September, the Minister for the Colonies informed 
the Railway Company that in contracting this loan without his formal authority, the 
Company had contravened the stipulations of the Convention of February 1902 between 
the French authorities in the Somaliland Protectorate and the Railway Company. 

We recognize that the question whether the authority of the Minister of the 
Colonies was or was not required to enable the Railway Company to contract a loan for 
the purposes indicated is not one as to which we can ask His Majesty s Government to 
express an opinion, though it was and is the view of our French legal advisers that 
French Government authority was not needed under the circumstances for this 

advance. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ the refugal of the Minister f or the Colonies would, 

but for our action in furnishing the funds required have driven the Railway Company 
into liquidation before the date at which the bonds we had accepted with the authority 
of theVrench Government became negotiable, and thus the security taken ith e 
approval of the French Government for moneys lent with their consent would have been 

endangered^if not that in f onna tion which reaches us from reliable 

sources leaves no room for doubt that the liquidation of the Railway Company was 
sought by the French Colonial Office with the express object ot destroying the interests 
we fad acquired in the Company, including the large number of bonds we had accepted 
under the Agreement of the 1st March, with the full authority of the then Minister ot 

the Colonies as security for our advances in the Railway Company. 

The latter has now been forced into liquidation under circumstances with which we 
have already acquainted you in our letter of the 28th ultimo, and we understand that 
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dL!T ST *» the coupon, o. 

Government. March of thls year is disputed by the French 

lent which were not negotiable^ntinhe 8 ! -nf rf 80 ? t0 US ° f bonds as security for money 
arrived, refusing authority to the Railway^ 0c '°b er > and then, already before that date 
for the maintenance of these bonds as rpo to raise th e further funds necessary 

With grave injustice to C ° ,0nial 0ffice — a ®4 

interests by the French Minifter'for^the Colon? 1 * 1 - 1 ^ WhiCh bee " displayed to those 
are British interests, and ’ S d " 6 be fact that those Crests 

we have set forth justify us in churning '" espectfull y to submit that the facts 

Government. The situation which has nm» hpp pro,ectl ° n . aud assistance of the British 
France, as appears from the freauent nnf created 18 attracting much attention in 

it is known i PP this maUer till* ? f tbe Paris p - 88 > aad 
the sympathy of all his colleao-ues P He h"' al ^mistersection does not meet with 

the English interests concerned—"Eraser le'gmnne^n^ »' 8 lntRn ‘; ionto destroy 
once recognized it is difficult for « nr- *■ S rou P e ^ n gl ais —and this fact being 
hostility. mCUlt f ° r a pnvate Company to stem the tide of official 

character since the lit March'Toog 6 when^ot^ ^h"* 8 ° penly sou £ ht bas not changed its 
of the Ethiopian Railwayrt^°"\^ ici P fttion in the affairs 
formally invited to continue ^ parStln^/d T""** Government > but we were 
Railway. If a change of Ministry in i / “1 to lncrease our interest in the 

British capital without provoking even the ITf thuS place in j eo P ard 7 

the British Government,we fea/that the idcT. vf? e JI dly remonstrance on the part of 
of British capital invested in entprnrf hltherto enlert ained as to the security 

We still! however, bel\” v^ t^a^^frieruff' 61 ’ “ U8t be materia,1 - v r R ™ed. 

ment that they feel bound to watch over British Hls Ma J est y’ 8 Govern- 

elsewhere, would lead to anamSfbleTJ ,nter „ ests in Abyssinia, as 
which is the solution that, as we have informed thp^ 8e ‘ tlem ® nt of the whole business 
and would make sacrifices to obtain It is for this Prench authorities, we most desired, 
beg your friendly intervention Wp pop r ./l- 18 reason th at we again most earnestly 
before them, His Majesty’s Government wifi fi e . 1 . eve t,lat > with the whole of the facts 
we consider ’we have a rig t7 ™ to ^ th!? ? d? the d °° r Up0n the hopR8 
In any case, our duties to ow ? ly 8Upport and as8is tance. 

our endeavours to protect their interests so that*!? wli f S ., to ! eave no 8tone unturned in 
understand that this lamentable result d„ * / . WC fai ’ tb f y wlP be able clearly to 

enlist that support and assistance from His Majesty’s°G°o"verame't ^ h ° ° Ur fa , i,Ute to 
are advised, we have, under the circumstances a ri/ht tn ? wblch ’ as we feel and 
position is wholly different from that nfth* u n ?n 1 ex P ect » more especially as our 
their money witfout^ who invested 

ordinary commercial risks. We did so with th* Government and subject to 

Government and took security lith V* * h * expre8s authorit 7 of the French 

French Colonial Minister who seeks to destroy the^vp™ ^ .^ thor ^* Now ^ is the 
instance of his predecessor Hprpin n e . ver ^ s 1 e 1 curities which we took at the 

ordinary bondholders and entitled fr ° m that of the 
friendly intervention of His Majesty ; s Governmonf^ t0 the countenan oe and 

Republic, more especially as the Law Courts afTnrrt W1 Government of the French 
acts of the present French^CojoniA?Minister! “ 8 D ° adeq “ ate redr6SS a S ainst 

refused, th e P Directors ofthe^mst'CompanTwilThav/^„ Ma |? Sty I 8 Government are 

fully before the thousands of sharehoTder! whom thev altematlTe but to lay the facts 
duty to point out that the persistent and determined r ® pi f.^ nt; t and the ^ f eel it their 
Representatives of the French Colonial Office to BriHsh^ 8h °™i by the official 
necessarily create a sentiment of o-rave resentment in . co ®®® rc,a l interests must 
interests may be thus wantonly sacrificed " th ° 8e Wh ° 8e 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) OCHS BROTHERS, 

Managing Directors . 
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[ 21100 ] 


No. 75. 


Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. „ Adis Abeba June 26, 1907. 

FRENCH Minister stated yesterday unequivocally to Italian Charge d Affaires, 
so the latter informs me, firstly, that he had not yet even begun negotiations with 
Menelek, and secondly, with regard to the “ dime,” that he never had any idea of 

^ What his Excellency has always told me entirely conflicts with these statements. 


[21225] 


No. 76. 


The International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company to 
Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 27.) 

34, Clements Lane , London , June 26, 1907. 

WITH reference to the letter which we had the honour to address to you on the 
22nd instant, and in which we invited the attention of His Majesty’s Government to 
the course pursued hy the French Minister for the Colonies against British interests 
in the Ethiopian Railway which we represent, we regret to be again obliged to ask 
you to take steps to protect the same interests and rights from a danger which 
menaces them from another quarter. 

We should explain that one of the securities given to us for our large and 
continuous financial assistance to the railway Company in September, December, and 
March last was a special transfer of the goods, furniture, and property owned by the 
Company at Dird-Daouali and of 80 kilom. of the line, all being situated in Abyssinian 
territorv, together with the accessories relating thereto, until such times as the loans 
should be refunded. Captain R. Brian England, or his substitute delegated by us 
(actually Dr. Folmer Hansen), was intrusted with the guardianship and management 
of the property so given as security, but it was agreed that the security should not 
interfere with the use of the line or stop the working of the same, in order that the 
general interests of trade and the commerce of the Colony of Jibutil should be safe¬ 
guarded.^ inarch i as t a formal certificate {proces-verbal) of the taking possession 
by our agent of the security was executed. Early in the present month, as you are 
aware, the railway Company, being no longer able to pay the interest on its bonds, 
entered in Paris upon the process of judicial liquidation. 

We have since learnt that the Abyssinian authorities prohibited our agent from 
remaining in possession of the security above mentioned on which we had entered; 
in other words, they have compulsorily deprived us of property which was ours, as it 
had been formally and legally granted to us for good consideration by the then owners, 

who alone had the right to make such a grant. ... 

As a private Corporation, we have neither the means nor the right to protect our 
property in Abyssinian territory by material force such as is being employed to 
deprive us of it, but we submit that, as a British Company, we are entitled to that 
protection from His Majesty’s Government, and we therefore respectfully ask you to 
make such representations to the Abyssinian authorities as will insure to us the full 

enjoyment of our rights. . . ,. 

We need scarcely say that we hold ourselves entirely at your disposition to furnish 

vou with any documents or further information which you may desire to have. 

J J We have, &c. 

(For Managing Directors), 

(Signed) OCHS BROWN. 


[21625] 


No. 77 a. 


. Mr - Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 

(No. 11.) 

8ir, 

Adga to replace him temporarily. InSpeCtor ' and had 8ent a certnm Abyssinian named 

Mr Zaphiro 3 had nof finkhn'i'u/ kad *° . tako f a c l uant > t y of supplies of all kinds for 
able to start'to-day 0 ^ fin,shedh,s Preparations for the journey, and has, in fact, only been 

In tbe > nt e r val, I received several messengers from Mr. Zaphiro reportin'-- further 

ata^moment'° f . ll,s la " les8 fellow-countrymen in the frontier dfstricts, especially 
a a ThT r -K eD hClr 8eems t0 be on ‘he increase. It would be puZg both 

S* therefore h 4 he /? uld 1 CX P eCted to P^tect in an unfair position. It appears to 

on the subtect of Mr Zanhir °f. further 1 C0m P !ai ‘ lts from the Emperor Menelek 

"»» *'»< of exposing op, 

to en 1 1 nlov e 4ri CCOrdl, !) Sly dlr J ec i e< ? Mr - Zaphiro to remain for the present at his post and 
to th t k- * nd n P a [‘°f ‘ b e men who accompany him, on some other pnrt of the line 
to that which he is watching himself. This will give an opportunity fbrTeingwhethe. 

r s. Mr f - Zaph,r °'* ■“»^ • ■‘Wet “sra 

elce"the men who “P?"? 88 Ad « a and the ei S h ‘ with him merely 

"ted toVir homes " C ° mP,eted * ^ ° f 8ervk ‘ e Under ^ Zaphir ° and 

- At the 8 ^ me . tl ?T 1 h, ave arranged with the Government of British East Africa that 
the ivory conhscated by Mr Zaphiro shall be transported to Nairobi by an Englishman 

camp." B ° yeS ’ Wh ° t0 ' day ® ft Adis Aheba for Nairobi, travelling via Mr. Zaphiro’s 

Mr zJohfro?’ in h t S des P a,c h N °- 8 °f the 20th ultimo, which inclosed a summary of 
mnro Z H Ph l M f P tba ‘ date > expressed his conviction that nothing could show 
th « facts ‘herein related, the necessity of an Inspector to protect the 
nmW T| h • J-1° the , S o Ut h„° f the hne, or which anticipate being reckoned as falling 

G ° V “ t - 1 ‘h‘ 8 conviction 8 

I belieie that it cannot be denied that Mr. Zaphiro has done good work with such 
resources as he had at Ins disposal; but, while his knowledge of the local tribes and their 
language is remarkable, he is not, I fear, regarded with veiy much respect by the 
Ab / 88 ' n , ia “ 8 ’ wl, o know that his original occupation was that of a dispense! at Harrar 
d that his present profession, apart from his inspectorial duties, is bird-collectino r 
A h * 7niL . .h' 00 opportunity for examining into the charges made against him by the 
thS n „ aU ‘ h0n . t,e8 > nor do . 1 3' e .t know fully what they are, but it ceitainly appears 
hat in one or t«o instances his actions have been somewhat injudicious. At all events 
it is quite ceitain that they have provoked the suspicion and annoyance of the Emperor 

JlT'f,’ " hl c h 18 ver 7 undesirable, not so much on account of the temporary friction 
produced, as because it renders His Majesty more unwilling to come to a final a-ree- 
ment, especially on such points as the sanatoria and the trading station on the Omo°and 
I s ak n lhe settlement of the Anuak and other cognate schemes (by which 
officials of the Soudan Government are to be appointed as Governors, under King 

attainment^ Cert ° ln Abyssinian lowlands on the western frontier) much more difficult of 

in- tbe i honour to draw your attention to a despatch addressed by Sir Charles 

v 10 ‘*‘ be ,‘ h f" Commissioner of the East Africa Protectorate, on the 17th July, 1903 
No. 346, to the Marquess of Lansdowne, commenting on a report by Mr. Baird on the 

8irThale b s ° r T d M r t Wlt 1 ^, b ^ ssln,a - * venture to submit that the proposals there made by 
8ir Charles Eliot would be most timely and fitting at the present moment, and that all 

the arguments he there adduces in support of his proposals still hold good and have, in 
fact, gained greatly m weight from the progress of events. 

[] 509] * u# 



The cost of the establishment which he proposes is not large, and, if Mr. Zaphiro’s 
estimates of the commercial prospects of the country are only approximately correct, 
the charge which would fall on the Treasury of the Government of British East Africa 

wonld be inconsiderable. . 

Allowance should also be made for the increase of commerce which is sure to come 

as soon as safety and order replace the anarchy described by Mr. Zaphiro. 

Further, the Soudan Government estimate that the cost of maintaining an officer 
as Governor of the Anuak country, with an escort of twenty Abyssinians, will amount 
to somewhat over 1,200/.—perhaps 1,500/.—per annum. The monthly pay and rations 
of an Abyssinian soldier come to, roughly, 1/. per month, and I presume the cost oi 
native soldiery would be about the same, but probably less. Consequently I am inclined 
to believe that it would be possible to maintain two officers and a sufficient force on the 
frontier at a considerable less expense than that estimated by Sir Charles Eliot. 

The line which the British posts would be directed to regard as the frontier would 
be that which is defined in the Emperor’s letter, a copy of which was inclosed in 

Mr. Clerk’s despatch No. 6 of the 15th May. 

On the side of the Soudan, where a similar course has been adopted, frontier 
questions have been rare, and when any have arisen, they have been easily and 
quickly settled, whereas the southern frontier has been a source of constant trouble 

and friction. . . . . . . , . 

I think this is hardly a matter for surprise so long as it is maintained solely by the 
efforts of a Greek ornithologist, and such orders as it has been possible, by pressure or 
persuasion, to extract from the Emperor Menelek. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[21963J No - 77 »• 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba > Jul V 2 > 1907 * 

SOUTHERN frontier. 

I received a message this afternoon from the Emperor asking me to go and see 
him at once. It appears that he wished to complain about Mr. Zaphiro, the southern 
frontier Inspector, with whom His Majesty was much displeased and irritated. He 
said the charges against him were more thau be could detail to me, but that in 
particular he had been intriguing with the native tribes, and that he must be with¬ 
drawn, at all events from Abyssinian territory. 

In reply, I stated that I could not consent to leave our tribes unprotected, and that 
the charges made against the Abyssinians also were very numerous. I said it could 
hardly be expected that the Inspector could stay permanently on the south of the red 
line, from what I had heard of that country, but that if it were possible I should be glad to 
replace Mr. Zaphiro by one or two English officers. I had already reported on the state 
of things to His Majesty’s Government (please see my despatch No. 11 of the 3rd June), 
but if His Majesty wished, I would telegraph his request to you. He begged that I 
would do so, and he consented in the meantime to Mr. Zaphiro remaining, on the 
condition that he did not penetrate far north of the line. I took the opportunity to 
point out that these troublesome questions would be put a stop to once and for all, as 
soon as His Majesty was ready to come to an agreement on the southern frontier. 


[21296] 


• No. 77. 

Mr - Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 27.) 


(No. 16.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. ....... 

- a-ssKS- * - 

- - - ■-* 

the son “at!f^teG t e™ e w addre8 - 8ed t0 M ? nelek a named Hall, who is 
Majesty against the three Powers whom ho , attendaace the Empress, warning His 
to have recourse to Germany for the completionof theraUwa^ 61 " 1168 ’ *° A 

tioned to ml! and 8 the Result wm ^ aUeMd^comb^ 6 P ^ pi f cked U P- which he men- 
telegram No. 10. aUeged combination referred to by you in your 


[21933] No . 78 

Memorandum communicated by M. Cambon, July 3, 1907. 

^tra^s B i S e S d?Se d ’dlS e ie mfie <!? V 6 Ministre des Affai ™ 

mentionn^e dans le Memorandum du Foreign OfflT ^ a 't • ^iu 8 de ® an Giuliano, 
au Comte Tomielli que arKloZkowskT nfr,S n , U 18 J ? UL K Pichon a repondu 
sur place de la question du chemin de fer Ab^ssin^t aue^eJ 6 ““T* q . u ’ a une ^ tude 

M°SoEX3S”aiXTnx ”' 1 “ 
qu'ii H a S™n« oi L 4 !!• 1 *» iw™ 

importers en Abyssinie. H semble done mi’il v ait tS v pr ^ ev ^ 8 sur ^ es marchandises 
les paroles du Representant Franca is a\ 7 t eu 4 ce sujet un malentendu et que 
Le QouvememenfFZX** inexacte ^ len 1 t interpreted 
de la question des Dodes ^ . An ^is et Italien 

soulevee, et ll les en saisirait alors directempnt *t* est on l?. 1 P arai ssait devoir 6tre 
des trois Puissances 4 Addis Abeba on du Gouverne^Abyssb* deS Ag6ntS 

Ambassade de France , Londres , le l er Juillet, 1907. 


[21225] No. 79. 

( No n ) Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Hohler. 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

ABYSSINIAN Railway. Foreign Office, July 4, 1907. 

,T”‘ " ? roh i M “ h - v »>• 

Ss,“sr*" " d of 80 ki, °“' ° f ' ri * fch 

Please state what the facts are. 


[20692] No. g 0 

Sir Edward Grey to M. Cambon. 

Your Excellency, „ 

WITH reference to our conversation of the 17th T ° ffice ' 4 > 1"7. 

the reported intention of the Ethiopian Rail wav Tm^^rT 1 “ formed m e of 

Limited, represented bv Messrs Och<? \ ^ rust and Construction Company, 
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make every effort to assist the French Minister to secure the maintenance of the 
Concession of ^n°ws nothing of the 

tizsrts&js 

ssrwr^sM 

£»d^SK further telegraphic 

M. Zervudachi appeared to be unaware of the existence of any p oj 

haVe Mn Holder reported" thaT^he'IJents of M. Zervudacld at 

SSS3fho 7 w f “r, satisfied him.eU .to they to. ». 

approached the Emperor Menelek on the subject of the railway. ^ ^ &q 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[22469] 


No. 81. 


Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 8.) 

(No. 14.) Abeba, June 14, 1907. 

SiT ’ WITH reference to Mr. Clerk’s despatch No. 8 of the 20th May, I have the 

J=s rSttSHjssysii - 

to ta MtT »' «» r " iSi ^ I" 6 "””” •» the 

to b. po.tp.brf the more 

“““ S!!ht!™“'tb« the Gab,, and Borao. are now on friendly tom. with the 
Rendilie, with whom he t Q d~troctionZZeZants by”Kuropeans travelling through 

East Africa Protectorate. j haye> &c _ 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[22470] 


No. 82. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 


(No. 15. Confidential.) Mig Jwe 14> 1907 . 

&r ’ I AM confidentially informed that the Emperor Menelek is sending a Mission to 
Berlin and Vienna as a return for the Missions sent to Abyssinia two years ago by 
German and Austrian Governments. head of it will be 

the J^^ent^^lepres^iTtaliTO ^^e ^^eror^to 

Jemsalem £d Constantinople in 1904 and 1905 in connection with the dispute over the 
Holy Places. j have &c 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


Tf 
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[21963] No. 80 s . 

(Confidential.) °°<*“- 

,!j am db ~«t Sir E - <** “ yT'ioSVZn- 

toiZ in AbpiiS." 1 " :l “” 8 “> “■ Z »l’ hi '». ““ ■»«*»"■ frontier 

1-^SMSS “ Sir J ' H “ ,TiDg “ n ' Wh0 “ “»““ d “ England 


[1509] 


* Nos. 59, 62, 77*, and 77 b. 


Ut 
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122471] No. 83. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 

(No. 16.) 

Sir, Adis Abeba , June 16, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report two internal events of some importance which have 
occurred within the last fortnight. 

The first is the nomination of Dejaz Suyun to the Governorship of Gojam. Dejaz 
Suyun is the last surviving son of King Tekla Haimanot, who was driven from his 
kingdom by the Emperor Menelek twenty-five years ago, and subsequently replaced. 
Until lately, Dejaz Suyun was in prison on account of quarrels with his own officers, in 
which he had conducted himself improperly. 

The other incident is that peace has been made between the Emperor Menelek and 
the Dejaz Guksa, the grandson of King John, and the rightful successor to the Kingdom 
of Tigre. He has no province, but is very powerful owing to his personal popularity 
and his birth. Tigre being on the confines of Erythrea, and Dejaz Guksa being the 
most influential man therein, the Erythrean authorities have always been in negotiations 
with him in the hopes of winning him over to their side, or at least of keeping him as 
a thorn in the side of the Emperor Menelek. The present peace, which was solemnly 
but privately sworn to in the Church of St. Gabriel here on Monday last, is considered 
as a great check to Italian ambitions in Tigre. It marks a considerable step in the 
consolidation of the Abyssinian Empire. 

(Signed) taVe ’ & T.‘ B. HOHLER. 


[22472] No. 84. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received July 8.) 

(No. 17.) 

Sir, Adis Abeba , June 16, 1907. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 11 of the 6th instant, I have the honour to 
report that according to the telegraphic reports I have received from the British 
Consular Agent at Dire Dawa it appears that on the 1st June, the day when the 
Railway Company went into judicial liquidation, the agent of the Trust Company, 
which has a mortgage on the railway station at Dire Dawa and the adjacent portion 
of the line, took possession of the station and 60 kilom. of the line without opposition 
from the Railway Company. At the same time I am informed that they began to 
collect the receipts of the railway at Dire Dawa. After one day the Railway 
Company, acting on instructions from their head-quarters in Paris, resumed the 
collection of receipts, while the local Abyssinian authorities turned out the agent of 
the Trust Company and his employ6s. The French Consul was instructed by his 
Legation to take charge of the line and station, and he was informed that the 
Emperor Menelek had agreed to this. 

I am further informed that the Trust Company’s agent made a second attempt to 
take possession of the station on about the 10th instant. This latter action, so far as 
I can ascertain, was taken on the initiative of the agent himself and was made without 
the knowledge or consent of his superiors. 

The first seizure was made in order to assert formally the preferential right which 
the Trust Company consider they have on this part of the railway’s property, which 
was mortgaged to them in consideration of the advances made for the payment of the 
coupon during the past year. The claim is not recognized by the French Govern¬ 
ment, who maintain that the loan was illegal under the conditions of the Convention 
of the 6th February, 1902, between the French Somaliland Protectorate and the 
Ethiopian Railway Company, of which Article 5 requires that no loan shall be 
contracted without the approval of the French Minister of the Colonies, which, the 
French Government assert, was never given. The curious feature of this point is 
that the Convention in question refers to property within Abyssinian territory, the 
Sovereign of which has hitherto steadfastly refused to acknowledge the Convention. 

The fifteen days of grace allowed for the payment of the coupon expire to-day, 
and I understand that there is no probability of the coupon being paid, and that the 
affairs of the Company now come before the Tribunal of Commerce by whom all 
claims will be considered and adjudged. 
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I had a conversation with the French Minister this morning when his Ex^Ueney 
SSStitt dTcMeTupon! ^fLpon ^ being paid by flcthious 

£S£ AfiJZJZ £. 

sum of monev derived from the indemnity received from Italy after the war. Atte 
mSine sundry purchases, M. Chefneux had left in his hands a balance of 
2 000 000 fr This money he advised the Emperor to invest in the railway, as he 
beheved it would turn out a very profitable affair. Recently, seeing the general 
unsatisfactory state of the railway and the non-fulfilment of the undertaking of the 
Comnanv to complete it up to Adis Abeba, the Emperor inquired of the French 

Government what had been done with the 2,009,000 fr. he had advanced towards it. 

The French Ministry of Finance examined the list of shareholders and found no 
of any purchase J shares to that amount having been made by the Abyss-man 
Government. M. Chefneux, who was in Abyssinia, had stated that, as it was not 
nossible to put down His Majesty among the ordinary shareholders, he had bought 
the shares and put them under his own name. Now, then, that the whole question 
is being examined, the Vice-President, who resides in Paris, has been asked whethw 
he can throw any light on the alleged purchase of shares for the Emperor by 
M Chefneux and has answered that none have been bought, and that the supposition 
is an insult to M. Chefneux. The only shares owned m the latter s nar "e, or in that 
of M Ilg, on behalf of the Abyssinian Government, amount to a few hundred 
thousand 8 francs, equivalent, in fact, to the sum of 100,000 dollars granted to the 

Emneror by Article 15 of the original Concession. . . 

F On the other hand, M. Klobukowski informs me that he has simultaneously 
been questioning M. Chefneux (who is ignorant of the statements of the Vice- 
President in Paris) as to the 2,000,000 fr., and M. Chefneux admits having had them 
and having used them in the purchase of shares with the assent of the Emperor. He 
adds, in tlie letter which gives this statement, that he is willing to sacrifice his entire 
fortune rather than that the Emperor should become a loser. . 

M Klobukowski went on to outline his future prospects. The Emperor, he said, 
had expressed his eagerness to get rid of the old Company, and the old Concession 
would be transferred to a new Company which would take it over The interests o 
the shareholders in the old Company, and therefore also the interests of the Trust 
Company, were to be in some way safeguarded, but in describing in what manner his 
Excellency became somewhat vague, at all events too vague for my indifferent 

knowledge of finance to be able to follow. , . _ , , , , 

A few days previously he had promised to show me the letters which he stated 

he had received from the Emperor inviting the intervention of the French Govern¬ 
ment authorizing the temporary control of the line by a French official liquidator, 
^nd undertaking that the old Concession should be transferred to the new Company. 
Vs these are thepoints on which, I believe, the primary difficulties with the Abyssinian 
Government are likely to arise, I was very curious to see them; but on asking to be 
permitted to do so this morning, M. Klobukowski said that as negotiations were still 
being pursued and as his Government even had not yet seen the papers m question 
in fact! the telegram conveying their purport had not yet been dispatched, he much 

regretted that it was impossible to show them to me. ,, 

On the other hand, according to what I can learn from the Ghibbeh, the 

Emperor never took the initiative in inquiring what had happened to liis money, and 
such a step is not one which would be in accordance with his character. I am told 
that although he dislikes the old Company, yet he has never given any sort of 
promise as to any new one; that beyond his formal audience of reception 
M Klobukowski has had only one conversation with His Majesty of about a quarter 
of an hour’s duration; and that, in fact, his Excellency has made no progress 
whatever in his mission so far as concerns the Abyssinian Government. 

I am inclined to think that these reports, which come from a fairly good source, 
may be correct, especially in view of M. Klobukowski s refusal to show me the letters, 
for if they are as satisfactory as he says, I can perceive no harm that could arise 
from my seeing them. It is of course very unusual for the Emperor to commit 

himself thus to writing. j hav ‘ e> &c . 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 
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[23936J No . 85 . 

(No. 19.) Mr ' HMer *° SiT Edward G r*y—{Received July 19.) 

Sir, 

WITH reference to my despatch No 17 of the 1 rut, A H b ?' Jun ° 19 > 199 ?- 
forward to you herewith a despatch whieli T } have the honour to 

Consul., Agon, .1 J? ^K n'f” Mt ■ MMaelidi,, 

in connection with the seizure of the milwav staffor, Jt £. the 9th June - the events 
portion of the line by the agent of the Trusf Company. 1ITe ' DaWa and the adjoining 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


Inclosure in No. 85. 

Mr. Michaelidis to Vice-Consul Gerolimato. 


Sir, 


June 6, 1907. 


inclosing copy of 6 aTefo^am from° IlS MaTestK ChlrsJ d’Tff ° f ^ 6th instant > 
seizure of the railway bv the Trw Uiarg^ d Affaires concerning the 

advised of events on the matte!, whifh ^ZT^usTnoWS & p m ! **3 
messenger. J usc now P *M.) received by special 

informed me, not offidaUy 0 ^^ Company called on me and 

Company of 60 kilom. of \he line fro^Dirreillaw? a^of'.° f , th ?. seiz t ure b 7 bis 
guards on the station with special helmets nn f-it’ of bls decision to put two 
the whole day only on Sundays ’ Wbl ° b he ^ The ^ were to b « on duty 

M. H< "“? wbm 1 ™ 

bank in order to keep the money he received hi V° * deposit account ia the 

us the sum of 183 fr. 60 c We arranged to a8 i ln . come - and showed 

separate sealed basr as “valpur” ir» ^ r h S1 ^ amount m the bank, in a 
M F Chaumet. g ’ Val6Ur 1DC ° me ’ thls beln S the idea and advice to me from 

me to find a man fo? hL^go^oHLre^’b^muirMd 16 t0 at bank and asked 
transmit the same to Adis Abeba The filler ! e \. a d & a . ve a telegram for you to 

»££*■*■ 1 ars-s 

M. Bernard refund to gfreTihr! the iTomT of ThT me and -informed me that 
would not allow his guards to remain in the enmnr i *24 anc * that Ato Nagato 
he had received a telegram from Captain England °i l tke raii . wa ^ station, and that 

and also that of DeiazEmaTnr3? ? ■ to . ask assistaac e in the matter 
intended going to Harrar to s^e the he 

you when li Jgot there, and^ob^ahT'ordera^fm- m ^ V u *™’ 1 ad ™ ed bim « 
eariy in the Corning * Wp ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Monday the 3rd Tune ^t p°m * fore aii ^ aJ f pe °P le 11 a PP e ars occurred thus: On 

£ ss« 

had already been collected. * Gn ’ ^ was ^ 00 ^ a ^ e * as the money 

him wheSr 'thTaTn; 0 TthT Wh ° ^ T tkat was i-material to 
continued as before?but that it wa! n<S STr ‘f rallwa - v ’ or tbat the railway 

kept in the dark abTt tlie matter g ' ^ and ever y b ° d y else to have been 

had re!SvTrTt?dLTt7omTVS e T Ue ’ t M ' T ag ^ a /’ Wb ° informed that he 
Company being eTfr^in Vandal strahsTf I ’ llitn that tbe Railway 

on, they had been obliged to submit their - see f m§ tbat , tbe y could not continue 
[1509] ° tlle,r affalrs for examination before a Court in 
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Paris, and were allowed fifteen toswitli the Emperor for 

^rd “ t. and to »V the arei.tmme of the lord an,ho„t,« 

if necessary. , , , 

There is no other important event to report. ^ &(; 

(Signed) * M. MICHAELIDIS. 


[23938] . No ' 86 ‘ 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 19.) 

(No. 21. Confidential.) Adis Abeba> j une 22, 1907. 

Sir, , V. ,» r 1 r.v, instant I had the honour to inform you that 

IN my despatch No. 17 of the 15th inst , of the r rrugt Company 

ilirsSi “*■, “ by 

from that agent to the head agent of the ir P ntthe reauest of the French 

S stated thft the Abyssinian authonte. intervened *^^ e ^ e °l cting -Chef 

Vice-Consul, acting under ^t k entirely friendly disposed 

d’exploitation ’ of the line, M. B ®^ r , d y freel ’ a n ow ed the seizure on the first day, 
towards the Trust Company, and Company took place, explained to him, as 

when the ejectment of the agent of tbe .• P t w s0 at the instance of the 

he formally refused him entrance to the the Abyssinian authorities had 

French Vice-Consul (by wlmm alsp the m ^ , M Klobukowski, was based on 

been invoked), who stated that his actl ° > u Government the right of interference, 
the Convention of 1902, which allows to the ^ M Klobukowski has induced 

Assuming this statement to be true, together with the consequences 

the Emperor to acknowledge the Convention ofl902to^er mm J ^ 

which result from it, including &e general unposiUon of me , M * Klobu _ 

His Majesty has invariably most strenuously refused to ao. 

kowski’s mission would already he half accomp is ■ Excellency professes his 

Whether this is so or not I am unable Sn wEch as he says, is still in 
inability to reveal to me any details of a negotiation whicd, as ne y 

progress. ^ • + ;_ n i v through the Emperor’s Secretary, that 

Sf”,Sh» y “bia XS5! Ld fljte. Majesty h» ... td™ 1* «— “ 

“ y *» iz.gs? tx is££s£ 

think the latter has the greater appear® j his rece ption on his arrival, 

only had one brief audience with the f^f^ews are necessary in order to 
whilst usually somewhat numerous and ien^t y 
attain an object of quite minor importance. j hav6j &c . 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[ 24288 ] No ’ 87 ‘ 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey. -(Received July 22.) 

(No. 359.) Paris , July 20, 1907. 

Sith the Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Co “P a “J- &c 

(Signed) ’ FRANCIS BERTIE. 


) 
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l24282 J No. 86*. 

(No. 24.) Mr ‘ H ° hler l ° SiT Edward Grey.—(Received July 22.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to forward to you herewith „ v> r^ dU Abeba > June 28, 1907. 
living in Adis Abeba to Mr. Clerk a short t.'mlvt a Petition presented by the Greeks 
die first part of this Petition deals Jith£ a7e S efZrk ^° U wiU •*** 

an Abyssinian. The Abyssinian authoritieTTL - ^“ ade a Helleni c subject by 
however involved in such obscurity owing Kf"! “ v the matter - which was^ 
variance between the statements made bv the ! er ^ harges and the complete 

rsr Ue - »* ** o, s at ttrjtias? fijwb 

0ffco,i]SwHSa“K^fSi < 2i2,t i S ti,iO, ‘' " l ? Sre , th » t!re « t > complain 
and Wh a - rded by the Ab y ssi “ans. th sll shtmg manner in which they are treated 

undeniable fJSa/S® a^LpSn^the^ reek 0 " 6 # °“ ‘v® ° tber hand > the 
able, honest, hard-working individuals who are „ 3k s residing in the town are respect- 
country, there is also an element of a highly undesi™M U b , 0til t0 themselves and their 
of almost every class. These men take^vanta™ nfll** C ? mp T ng breakers 
law, and of the administration and execution nf . so “?® wbat elemental state of 
consequences of their misdeeds and to remain at larj! !! t ^ 1S cou ? ltl 7’ to evade the 
the burden of their existence. rge ’ con tmuing t0 inflict upon society 

is they, I venture t^sTy^wChlvrtrougL^th^Gr If* ^ m ° S ■ P rominent > and it 
disrepute; and while the Greeks are constfnt in® ° om ™“»ty as a whole into 

pfaTJng, Is 6 |£ k W WuaU«ttTc e e1n a com! 

Greek colony here 

IS quite incredible. ltn whlcl1 devolves upon this Legation 

inquire as ^ again came ^ 

point out to them that it was impossible for me o S ^ 1 was obIi g ed to 
general order that ah Greeks should be treated with re!! i ft? Em P eror Henelek a 
for the mam part in their own hands t> 0 ™i VUb res P ect - The remedy, I said lav 
of respect of which they showed themselves monhv™ Rested with that amount 

cases which have come before this Legation for adindi!! ' 3110 ^ & feW ° f tbe numberless 
showed the justice of the Abyssinian mi l S r ? assistance, which clearly 

which three men had been accused of coSm!v;n “ d \ ment ! 01 } ed Particularly one in 

and after a full and proper trial before the AbJiiS^Srt^ mtend ® d incendiarism, 
in order to insure justice, was Dresent in ^ y lnia .? aut ^°nties, at which Mr. Clerk 
condemned to be expelled the countrv w? 011 ’ tlle - y were found guilty and were 
are still here, and s& a cauTeS ° f ^ 

regular Greek coimnvmhty,^such^s Mis!shi Cairo'^Al desirable to establish a 

Levant, for mutual aid and p ro te^^^^' n ^fc dr “- f\ d towns in th! 
than against ill-treatment at the hands of the theirown undesirables 

settlement of thevery numerous disputes !risSg Wee^w^a 8 ^ 3 WeU as for tbe 
The deputation frankly admitted the wiT® c ee ? two Gre eks. 
which I thought it my duty to call their nttent° f tbe c f la [ ges ™ade against them to 
question of forming a community. ttention, and they retired to consider the 

had acted on my suggealton^nd ilmedthem^dve^ hMoT’ aDd in ^ 0rmed E ‘ e ^at they 
joined they stated, by practically all the GrSks l!v!n T^ ch bad bee n 

neighbouring_ districts, and that those who had not Lie g ', a ,, Adl ,? 0 Abeba a “d the 
new community were about to do so. A President nffl gned , the ^Statute ” of the 
elected by public vote, and a sum of 2,000 ddfi^Vov^r omn { a Eouncil bad b eon 
Uie first meeting as a nucleus of a fund for the purpose nf 2 ^' had beed collected at 
hire and upkeep of a house for public use the relief of rtel t l6 comm unity, such as the 
maintenance of penniless workmen, who not iSreouel?] V - ng u° aSe8 of charit y. the 
employment for a few days until they can obtain wmk &c. 3 ^^ 6 her ® “ the hopeB of 
[1509] * * 
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They expreoed their intention to which'i/at preaent 

iuclocmem ,h, 

3 to whom they report the format™, »'*'““ m ™7i 6 VeoJea»opr to obtain the 
^oogShon'o^the conirnunfty hy'ho gnperoj ^together praiseworthy, 

s-SK aert’S^SMSf 

s^jsiSSs jfaas.%Sy-ta, x ■*. -1«-— ih> 

matter to the Emperor Menelet. , v , hlt h I broached the subject, and 

I had an audience with His Majesty to y, . r ^ h ag be gald) which I 
he at once acceded to the formation of a be tter ord8 r and discipline into 

had myself expressed, that it would help behaviour, and said that only 

fhe Greek Colony. He complained veWudy °* them beliav & churcb had 

a week ago a number of them who were 61 yT2 a s onlv deterred from expelling all the 
broken their contract and left him, so tha ^convenience that would accrue to 

Greeks from his dominions by the thought of t - He would welcome any 

the numerous people who were at hi bv the Greeks, 

scheme which would tend to town jhea y grievances and causes for 

I pointed out that they, on their 8lde ^ a ^, “ a £ ig J noti c e later on. 
complaint, which I would bring more specifirally t John Harrington > 8 despatch No 1, 

I have the honour to invite your atteutio ibes tbe labour imposed on this 

Treaty, of the 18th J^cSrS* of the G?e.k. resident 

Legation by the protection of Greek interests, anui, nevertheless he foresaw 

here Although the railway is as far from completion as ever,^ ^ ^ ^ re oved 

accurately the situation which now exists, a average three Greek complaints 

Horn being intolerable It is safe to anticipate, on an average^ ^ ^ Majesty’s 

or cases daily, frequently attending to them, To-day, for instance, five 

Vice-Consul is practically absorbed in attending 

Ipplications for assistance of various kindt> were m d - ance _ It is not always 

There is a further consideration of very cons gasy tQ pr0 i 0 ng them to any 

easy to secure audiences with I 13 J extremely disadvantageous to be obliged to 

considerable extent. It is, ^ S 3nab e’tfme n putting forward Greek reclamations 
spend a large proportion of this valnable time in p £ me ^ ^ Aby8Slnl an 
ol all kinds, which, however just, are sure w 

authorities. . • i t fu ATe ; s n o Greek Consul in Erythrcea, and 

, Finally, it should be ^numermis^Hellenic subjects in the Italian Colony have 

thus all questions concerm t „tive here with his Italian colleague, 

to be treated by the British R?P re8 ™^® be con f e rred on the President and 

I do not know what precise legal powers oe ^ ^ ^ events tbelr influence 

Council of OP authorized c™™W. “ 1 h ,)„■ m.titution of » community 

srsstsiiz “ 

SiiXSd it ?, .l".“ “etS th.t the present attempt may similarly fad ounng to 

internal dissensions. , that the only adequate remedy for the present 

But I have the honour to submit that toe o J £ alld I venture earnestly to 

state of things is the appomtment of a, Greek P whether it is not possible and 

to nominate at leas, a Consul, * represent tho, 

interests of their nationals in this country. j bav6) & c . 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLEll. 

. ' c i 



• Kot priuted. 
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Inclosure in No. 86*. 

Petition presented to Mr. Clerk by Greek residents in Adis Abeba. 

[Printed literally.] 

Excellency, 

WE have the honour to inform you that last night, about 10 o’clock three 
Abyssimans, ex-servants of M. Constantine Vassiliades, being vexed againstbecause 
he has dismissed them, attacked him and cutted his hand by their swordf 3 

hrtv/ln rWl taCk agamst °“® of , the most peaceful man is not the first against us we 
have to declare numerous like these acts. * ’ 

Shops has been shutted up by force, merchants has been threatened to be p*l 

P^ a r ? h °! 1SeS at °'« bttlme has bee . n , ?P ened and ro bbed ; there is no family asylum- 
never has been judged any case quickly and rightfully ; in the streets we are sneered 

life and G p 0 roperty. and ° ther th ‘ ngS that proves that we hav e not security cf 

Excellency, 

Our Government trusted our protection on you and so we beg if you truly protect 
us here to take all the necessary measures for the safety of our life. Ako we beg voi 
will forward the Petition to the R. H. British Government. 8 y 

to preseS’ff'Ztitin??' Ph ° C g M £ alis ’ 0r Pk»nidis and Kavadia has been choosed 

,»Sd “d tfSSr " <l “ “ pl ”“ perso “ 1| y 

We have, &c. 

(Here follow 124 signatures.) 
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Inclosure in No. 87. 

Extract from the “ Journal des Debats ” of July 20, 1907. 

L’ Affaire d’Ethiopie. 

LE “ Bulletin du Comite de l’Afrique Frangaise ” pour Juillet vient de donner des 
documents qui completent et confirment les renseignements que nous publiions le 
20 Juin sur une tentative de la Compagnie des Chemins de Fer £thiopiens pour 
detourner, au moment du depot du bilan, une partie de l’actif du 4 tous ses cr^anciers, 
et en particulier a ses obligataires, au profit du Trust Anglais, creancier que son 
Conseil cbercbait a privilegier. Nous avons dit comment, sans l’energie de 
MM. Klobukowski et Pascal, ce dernier Gouverneur de la Cote Frangaise des Somalis, 
qui rappela au representant de la Compagnie a Djibouti a quelles suites legatee 
l’exposerait le detournement d’actif qu’il etait invite a tenter, le Trust mettait la main 
sur les recettes du chemin de fer et les installations du terminus de Dir6-Daouah, qui 
lui avaient 6te donnees en gage, lors d’empmnts conclus en 1906 par lesquels la 
Compagnie, d£ja virtuellement en etat de cessation de payements, engageait un 
cinquieme de son actif pour se procurer l’argent d’un coupon. II convient d’observer 
que ces emprunts n’avaient pas et6 sanctionnes par l’fitat Frangais, qui s’est reserve un 
droit de controle par la Loi du 6 Avril, 1902, qui subventionnait le cbemin de fer 
pr&fisement dans le but de l’empecher de passer entre des mains etrangkres. 

Les documents du “ Bulletin du Comite de l’Afrique Frangaise ” montrent que le 
coup dtait prepare depuis longtemps entre le Trust et la Compagnie, qui s’est toujours 
concerts avec la tyrannie des financiers etrangers bien qu’elle affectat de la subir 
a contre-coeur. Ces documents consistent, en effet, dans des pouvoirs donnas, des le- 
9 F4vrier dernier, par le Vice-President de la Compagnie a son chef d’exploitation en 
Afrique, de “ consentir la prise de possession ” par M. Folmer Hansen, agent du Trust, 
des etablissements de Dird-Daouah et d’une partie des recettes du chemin de fer, et 
dans un proces-verbal de prise de possession, avec inventaire detailld, signe par les 
representants de la Compagnie et du Trust, d&s le 11 Mars. Ainsi, plusieurs mois 
avant le depot du bilan, la Compagnie preparait la chute de son entreprise entre les 
mains des financiers Strangers dont elle a fait constamment les affaires au detriment 
des obligataires et de l’Etat Frangais. C’est une nouvelle preuve de la morality qui a 
regnd dans toute cette affaire et de la necessity de ne rien laisser subsister de ce passe 
si le Gouvernement veut ne pas perdre le fruit de l’effort impost aux contribuables par 
la subvention de 1902 et de celui qu’a accompli notre diplomatic en negotiant et en 
signant la Convention Anglo-Franco-Italienne du 13 D6cembre, 1906. 


[24642J No. 88. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 24.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Downing Street, July 23, 1907. 

IN reply to your Confidential letter of the 5th July, I am directed by the 
Earl of Elgin to request you to inform Secretary Sir Edward Grey that he thinks it 
would be of advantage if the question of the arrangements for the future control of 
the Southern Abyssinian frontier were discussed between Sir J. Harrington and 
Representatives of the Foreign Office and the Colonial Office. 

2. In the meantime. Lord Elgin is asking the Governor of the East Africa 
Protectorate for his views as to the advisability or otherwise of adopting some fuller 
form of control, similar to that suggested by Sir C. Eliot in his despatch No. 346 gf 
the 17th July, 1903 (p. 129 of Part LXXIV of the printed Foreign Office corre¬ 
spondence respecting East Africa), and is requesting him, if he is in favour of the 
proposal, to submit a scheme with a detailed estimate of cost. 

3. I am to request you to draw Sir E. Grey's attention to what is stated at p. 20 
of the printed inclosure to your letter regarding the action of the French Vice-Consul 
at Harrar in trading in ammunition. In the interests of the East Africa Protectorate 
and British Somalilar d it is essential that dealing of tills kind should be stopped, and 
I am to suggest that representations should be made to the French Government on 
the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. W. JUST. 

- —.-.—_—.- 
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[24807] No - 89 - 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 26.) 

0*°- 366<) Paris, July 25, 1907. • 

^ THE “Aurore,” in its issue of yesterday’s date, published with reserves a state¬ 
ment to the effect that when the Chambers reassemble M mUife&iacroK, Mmiste 
the Colonies, intends to ask them to guarantee the interest on a loan of 50,000,000 . 

for the -purpose of carrying on the construction of the Ethiopian hallway. 

A journalist of thJ “Temps ” interviewed M. Milhes-Lacroix on the subject of tins 
statement, and the Minister’s reply, as published in that paper yesterday afternoon, is as 

follows:— 

“ Le journal qui a publid cette nouvelle est mieux inform^ que moi Tout ce que 
je sais c’est quefc poursuis les etudes et les negociations relatives a cette affaire 
en parfait accord avec mes collegues des Affaires Etrangeres et des Finances. 

The “ Aurore ” of this morning expresses its surprise that the Minister of the 

Colonies could only reply so evasively to his questioner. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


[24878] No - 90 ‘ 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 26.) 

q. Downing Street , July 25, 1907. 

lr ’ I AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 15th instant, and to request you to inform Secretary Sir E. Grey that, as the sum 
of 3121. referred to appears to have been paid from War Office funds, his Lords p 

of opinion that this amount should be repaid to that Department. 

x am, <xc. 

(Signed) C. P. LUCAS. 


[26150] No - 91> 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received August 6.) 

86 - ) Adis Abeba, July 7, 1907. 

IN my telegram No. 6 of the 22nd May, I had the honour to report that I had 
heard that one of M. Klobukowski’s main objects in connection with the [construction 
of the Railway Company and the completion of the line was to secure the imposition 
of the tax known as the “ dime ” on all merchandize entering tins country by what¬ 
ever frontier. This his Excellency personally confirmed to me later. 

In my telegram No. 15 of the 24th ultimo, I stated that he was reported to have 
abandoned the idea of the “ dime,” and at a conversation I had with him this morning 
I inquired if this was the case, and, if so, by what means he hoped to find the funds 

necessary for the continuation of the railway. , , , . ., 

He answered that the idea of the “ dime had been dropped, and 
place he proposed to endeavour to induce the Emperor Menelek to give up the customs 
toes as well as the road taxes on railway-borne g^ds, which would instead pay a 
“ pr41eveme.it,” of a percentage to be fixed later, in French territory. He stated the 
amount of merchandize passing through Jibuti was continually and greatly increasing, 
and that it had now attained to a value of 35,000,000 fr. F , or 2 11 ® 
however, he took a total of 25,000,000 fr. only ; a 5 per cent. du £ “ 
produce an income of 1,000,000, of which a part would be assigned to the Emperor in 
consideration of his relinquishment of the Customs, while the remainder would be 
ample to cover the interest on a loan which the Company—which has to be formed to 
replace the old Company now in process of liquidation—would have to raise- 
V 1 inquired what progress he had made so far in his negotiations, and he replied 
as he has done before—that the Emperor was quite in accord with his scheme m 
principle, but that he had not yet commenced to discuss the concrete details with 
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£25150] No. 90*. 

(No 25 ) Mr ‘ H ° hler *° 8ir Edwttrd Grey.—(Received July 29.) 

Sir 

in t l i ii l . , , Adis Abeba, July 4, 1907# 

AS I had the honour to report in my telegram No. 18, the Emperor Menelek 

a^ivi’faM'hc ovu 0 ^ j n u tant ’ ! skins me t0 ?° and see him at once. On my 

Mr 5?anhiW Ghd ! be ^L X . fou nd i* was to complain of the Southern Frontier Inspector, 

Mr. Zaphiro. His Majesty s manner was unusually vehement, and he said that 

Chiefs 8 W?,S D0W ^ ar , m . 8 * de Abyssinian border, giving presents to the native 
Snhto ? a S amst , Abysaman authority, and causing an infinite amount of 

K? 0 *? M G ° ve ™ meat of the country. He had hesitated to believe all he had 
heard of Mr. Zaphiro before, but he had now convinced himself of the highly 

wWrto ! t nat T ° f + i hlS P roceedin g 8 - His Majesty alluded to the Boran Chiefs^ 
She fro “ thelr country for the capital I reported in my despatch No. 14 

from the f h Ul r m0 ' i He ? nde , d u by SayiDg that he wished Mr - Zaphiro to be withdrawn 

IbouVto he H tler a ?i d re P lac ? d other person, as Mr. Clerk had told him was 

the Ahvsstoii % h rT SG f, W ° uld be obli « ed to remove him, at all events, from 
tne Abyssinian side of the red line. 

w;tjnf. plied tb + at ^ Was im P° ssible t0 withdraw Mr. Zaphiro, leaving our tribes 
^ h;. eo a 7 P ro * ectl °“> and that > lf His Majesty had numerous grounds to complain 
Lti TtMh 1 * °. n . the otb er hand, had certainly no fewer causes to complain of the 
“ the Abyssinian authorities, though I had had no time before to bring them to his 
notice, and had been unwilling to mar my first audience with His Majesty by devoting 
it to representations against his officers, but I was now forced to do so. ^ He here 
interrupted me to ask whether I was going to believe his word or that of Mr. Zaphiro 
to which I pointed out that it was not a question of His Majesty’s word, but of the 
truthfulness of the reports given him by the Boran Chiefs, who were of identically 
the same class as those with whom Mr. Zaphiro was alleged to be intriguing-ignorant 

prompted ^ "° re t0 S&y anythin S that their interest, such as a piece of cloth, 

I said it was hard to understand how Mr. Zaphiro could be giving presents, as he 
had been sending messenger after messenger for quite three months past, asking for 
stores, money, and clothing, his supplies of which were all exhausted, and I had only 
been able to dispatch them in the beginning of June. I explained the reasons which 
had unavoidably prevented me from cariying out Mr. Clerk’s intention of recalling 
min, but added that at the time when I sent the stores I had also sent directions to 
him to keep close to the frontier, as his duties lay there, and I was quite ready 
to repeat these instructions to him, but it was altogether unreasonable to expect him 
always to remain in the and plains on the south of the line. The Emperor said there 
was very good habitable country there. I replied that that was contrary to my 
information, which tended to show that His Majesty had got all the country that was 
worth anything, leaving nothing to us but sun-burnt deserts. This remark seemed to 
molhfy his ill-humour, for he laughed, and deprecated the fact, and henceforward his 
attitude was more friendly, lie consented that Mr. Zaphiro should be allowed on the 
Abyssinian side of the line, but on the condition that he should keep close to it and 
not penetrate far into Abyssinian territory. 

I said 1 had already reported the whole state of the case to His Majesty's 
Government, suggesting that Mr. Zaphiro should be withdrawn, and that one or two 
English officers with a suitable escort should be sent to take his place in inspecting 
the frontjer, and, if His Majesty wished, I would repeat this to you at his request to 
which he replied he desired that I would do so; he trusted that this course would put 
an end to the endless annoyance caused by the present condition of things. I pointed 
out that if he had trouble with this frontier I had probably more, and should be only 
too glad to find any means to terminate it. I pointed out that all these mutual 
complaints came from the uncertainty in which the native Chiefs were as to whose 
jurisdiction they were to fall under, and they amounted to an attempt to delimit the 
frontier here in Adis Abeba, which was an impossibility, whereas it ought to be done 
once and for all on the spot by a Frontier Commission; and thus the responsibility 
for the present unsatisfactory state of things lay primarily with His Majesty, who 
would never consent to come to an agreement as to a frontier Treaty. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[1509J 
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him ; he was at present engaged in feeling his ground, as is necessary in all Oriental 
countries. 

His Excellency did not speak with that confidence which has characterized his 
previous utterances, and he remarked that he had a very difficult task before him. 
He gave me to understand that his difficulties arose in no small part from divergencies 
in opinion between the Eoreign Office, the Colonial Office, and the Ministry of Finance 
in Paris. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[26152] No. 92. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 6.) 

(No. 28.) 

Sir, Adis Abeba> July 8, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 21 of the 22nd June, on the subject of the seizure 
of the station at Diredawa by the agents of the Trust Company, and the ejectment of 
those agents by the Abyssinian authorities at the request of the French Consul, 
I have the honour to state that, according to a despatch from the British Consular 
Agent at Diredawa, which reached me on the 30th ultimo, the agent of the Trust 
Company invited the assistance of the local authorities to seize the railway a second 
time. They, however, declined to help, and the employes of the Trust were refused 
entry to the station by the Bail way Company. 

I now am informed by a despatch, which 1 received last night, that Mr! Hansen, 
the local representative of the Trust, addressed a letter to the French Consul, 
complaining of his exclusion from the station, and inquiring whether it was in 
accordance with the Consul’s orders that he was so excluded. 

The Consul, M. Naggiar, returned no answer to this letter, but visited 
Mr. Michailidis, the British Consular Agent, and informed him he could not reply 
to Mr. Hansen’s letter except through his intermediary. 

Mr. Michailidis, accordingly, forwarded the letter to M. Naggiar, and received a 
reply stating that Mr. Hansen should produce a procuration in due form, legalized by 
a French authority, specially authorizing him to address himself to the French 
Consulate for the purpose of opening an official inquiry to determine whether the 
stationmaster had properly executed his orders. It would be necessary for him to 
make preliminary payment of 200 fr. to cover the costs of the inquiry, and another 
preliminary payment of 500 fr. in case the stationmaster should demand damages in 
the event of his conduct being proved to have been in conformity with his 
instructions. 

I have the honour to inclose copies of this correspondence. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 92. 

Mr. Michailidis to M. Naggiar. 

M. le Consul, Dire' Daouah, le 22 Juin , 1907. 

J’AI l’honneur de vous faire savoir que je me suis bien empresse de faire la 
communication que vous m’avez charge pour le Dr. Hansen relativement a une 
lettre qu’il vous a adress^e. 

Je re$ois de ce monsieur k l’instant meme une dcmande officielle avec copie de 
eette lettie, que je me permets de vous donner ci-incluse, vous priant d’avoir l’amabilit6 
de vouloir bien donner "suite a sa demande, et dont je vous en serais bien obligd. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signd) M. MICHAILIDIS. 


[1509] 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 92, 

Mr. Hansen to M. Naggiar. 

M. lo Consul, Dire' Daouah y le 20 Juin , 1907. 

LE chef de gare de cette ville m’a inform^ qu’il a re 9 u de vous les ordres de 
refuser k tous, excepts aux voyageurs, &c., I*entr4e & la gare. 11 m’a dit que dans ces 
ordres je n’^tais pas mentionn6; mais que, malgr6 certains droits, notamment le droit 
de surveillance, qui ont 6t6 accord^s par la Compagnie des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens 
k la Soci6t4 que je repr^sente, il les interprdte comme les comprenant. 

Comme il y a 1& une contradiction apparente, je vous prie, M. le Consul, de 
vouloir bien me faire savoir si cette interpretation de vos ordres est conforme. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Sign<$) FOLMER HANSEN, 

Repre'sentant de /’ “ International Ethiopian Railway Trust 
and Construction Company (Limited)” 


Inclosure 3 in No. 92. 

M. Naggiar to Mr. Michailidis. 

M. l’Agent Consulaire, Dire' Daouah , le 23 Juin , 1907. 

AVANT de donner suite k la requite que vous m’avez transmise par votre lettro 
du 22 de ce mois, j’ai l’honneur de vous prier de vouloir bien inviter Pint6ress6 : 

1. A produire une procuration en due forme, 16galis6e par une autorit6 Fran^aise, 
et l’autorisant sp6cialement k s’adresser au Consulat de France en cette residence, en 
yue de l’ouverture d’une enqudte officRlle devant 4tablir de quelle fagon M. le chef de 
gare de Dir6 Daouah a ex6cut6 les ordres qui lui sont donnas; 

2. A verser dans la caisse du Vice-Consulat une provision de 200 fr. pour couvrir 
les frais 6ventuels de Chancellerie aifGrants a l’enqudte dont il s’agit; 

3. A deposer, 6galement dans la caisse du Vice-Consulat, une caution de 500 fr. 
destin^e k faire face aux dommages-iut^rets qui pourraient 6tre ult6rieurement rdclam^s 
par M. le chef de gare, en cas oil l’enqu6te deraand^e d^montrerait, au contraire, qu’il 
a parfaitement ex6cut4 les ordres qui lui ont 6t6 donnes et que l’accusation portde 
contre lui ne repose sur aucun fon dement. 

Veuillez, &c. 

Le Consul de France, 

(Sign6) NAGGIAR. 


[21225] ' No. 93. 

Sir Edward Grey to M. Cambon. 

(Confidential.) 

SIR EDWARD GREY presents his compliments to the French Ambassador, and, 
in continuation of his Memorandum of the 15th ultimo, relative to the case of the 
Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company (Limited), has the honour to 
tran mit to his Excellency herewith, unofficially and for the confidential informa¬ 
tion of the French Government, an extract from a further letter which has 
been addressed to him by the Company complaining of the expulsion by the 
Abyssinian authorities, at the instance of the French Minister at Adis Abeba, 
of their agent from the railway station of Dire Dawa, of which the Company had 
taken possession in virtue of the fact that the station and the neighbouring portion 
of the railway line form part of the security for the advances made by them to 
the Ethiopian Railway Company. 

It appears that on the 1st June, the day on which the Railway Company went 
into judicial liquidation, the agent of the Trust Company took possession of the 
railway station at Dire Dawa and the adjacent line to a distance of 60 kilom. without 
opposition from the Railway Company and began to collect the receipts of the railway. 
After one day the Bailway Company, acting on instructions from their head-quarters 
in Paris, resumed the collection of receipts, while the local Abyssinian authorities, on 
orders from King Menelek, who acted at the instance of the French Minister, expelled 
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the agent of the Trust Company and his employes The n i 

by his Legation to take charge of the station LV r 6 Consul w as instructed 

that the Emperor Meneiek had agreed to this proceedh^.^ ^ ag6nt WaS informed 

attempt to take possession of'the^tation^hut this'si lrU8t Corapan y marle a second 
on his own initiative and without CknowldVe and^'f «k«n by him 

It appears that the station-master^refused to nerm^ h ° f h f/ u P erior8 - 
or to reply to his letter of complaint on the subiecd Thn ! ¥2* t( i enter tbe station 

through the British Consular Ao*ent at Dire 3 Da then forwarded a letter 

stating that an official inquiry could be made inhTthe° T!* om J m 1 answer w *s sent 
provided that the agent of the Trust fnmmnv r. ^ th i actlon the station-master, 
ft. French .ulhorilic legHired by’ 

Consulate for that purpose and provided 2^! ' ■? address . bimself to the Erench 
and possible damages which the P station-master mteht*. ^ e - P ° S1 . t of 750 * r< for expenses 
proved to be in accordance with the orders given to°hi m I “ 0886 h ’ 8 conduct waa 

legality of the advances°rmide by the Trust Com^anTt 1 t’l^PfK 0 8 discussion as to the 
which, according to the contention of the TVen 1 p yto tbe Etluo P lan Railway Company, 
Article 5 of the" Convention othe<5* C0DStituted a violation of 

land Protectorate and the Ethtepian Railuti SmI. ' Prencb Somali - 

the consideration of M. Cambon the undoubted » ^t he desires to submit to 

assistance thus given, ttHStaJL the ^ m default of the financial 
become impossible. ° l tbe Railwa y Company would long ago have 

complaint of tL^TVusd^Compili'^ i^Lf which wTl™ 61 *^ 11 ^cognize that the 
consideration, and he feels that the incident ->l 8 'veil worthy of their benevolent 

argument in favour oftLconclustenofL'r 6 de8Cnbdd furnishes a “ additional 
Government and to the Company which as TIis a " reeable both to that 

intimated, they would view with lively satisf^tiom ^ ' Governmei, t have already 

Foreign Office, August 6, 1907. 


[21225] No. 94. 

Foreign Office to Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company. 
Gentlemen, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 2fith T„n. TT August 6 - 1907 - 
Abyssinian authorities o/your ao-ent from the railwat^t ^ ^ e T x P ulmon by the 

I am, &c. 

( Si g ne d) LOUIS MALLET. 


[19070] No. 95. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir, 

ft. S, H no re J"'"“ to “5*"" o«» of ft.'tftXATlS- to 


• No. 58. 
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for communication to his officials, in which His Majesty defines the. line m a manner 
satisfactory to His Majesty’s Government and orders Ins subjects not to cross it. 
Mr. Clerk also forwards copy of the letter which he addressed to Menelek expressing 
satisfaction at His Majesty’s action, and states his opinion that the Government of 
the British East Africa Protectorate would also do well to recognize this definition. 

Sir E. Grey proposes, with the Earl of Elgin’s concurrence, to approve the step 

taken by Mr. Clerk in thus addressing Menelek. 

Mr. Clerk further incloses copy of the draft Treaty in its present form, and 
advances various arguments in support of a reversion to the wording of Article 11 

originally proposed by the Emperor Menelek. 

S In this connection I am to inform you that Mr. Clerk s despatch has been shown 
to His Majesty’s Minister at Adis Abeba, who is at present on leave of absence in 
this country, and that Sir J. Harrington is of opinion that the wording of Article II of 
the Treaty is a matter of indifference, provided that that of Article I undergoes no 

He considers that the chief object in view should be to get Menelek s seal affixed 
to Article I as soon as possible, unless His Majesty’s Government finally decide that 

it would be better to await His Majesty’s death. . ,, 

He points out that, in the case of the ireaty of the loth May, 1902, defining the 
boundaries between the Soudan, Ethiopia, and Erythrsea, His Majesty s and the 
Abyssinian Governments are bound by Article II to notify the frontier when marked 
to their respective subjects, but that, though Menelek has never fulfilled this obligation, 
and has constantly during the last four years asked for the cession of Jebel Jerok, he 
has, nevertheless, always respected the frontier as marked by Major Gwynn. 

Sir J. Harrington is therefore of opinion that, so long as the Commissioner 
appointed by His Majestv’s Government to delimit the frontier is a capable official, 
the occurrence of argument or discussion about it after delimitation may safely be 
risked. Should Menelek raise any question on the subject it can always be settled by 
the exaction of a quid pro quo for any change he may wish to make, just as in the 
case above referred to it has been decided that Jebel Jerok might be ceded to him, it 
necessary, in return for the appointment of a British officer to govern the Bem- 

Shongul country. 4 . 4 

Sir J. Harrington does not consider that Article III need be pressed, and states 

that, in his opinion, the whole difficulty connected with the southern frontier is due to 
the action of the Abyssinian Chiefs, who realize that its delimitation will curtail the 
region in which they are now at liberty to engage in raids and elephant hunts, and who 

therefore stir up the Borana tribes. T 

Sir E. Grey would be glad to be favoured with Lord Elgin s opinion as to the 
various points raised in Mr. Clerk’s despatch, and as to the point of view adopted by 
Sir J. Harrington. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[24642] No. 96 - 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

gj r> Foreign Office , August 8, 1907. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, marked Confidential, of the 23rd ultimo, on the subject of arrangements for the 
future control of the southern frontier of Abyssinia, and to state that he concurs in the 
opinion expressed by the Earl of Elgin that it would be of advantage if this question 
were discussed between Sir J. Harrington and Representatives of the Foreign and 
Colonial Offices. Arrangements will accordingly be made to carry this suggestion 

into effect. . 

With reference to the third paragraph of your letter suggesting that representa¬ 
tions should be made to the French Government with the object of inducing them to 
restrain their Vice-Consul at Harrar from trading in ammunition, I am to point out 
that official representations are now being made to the French Government to 
instruct their Representative at Adis Ababa to co-operate more loyally in inducing 
the Negus to adopt regulations for the prevention of the traffic in arms in his 
dominions, and that in these circumstances Sir E. Grey is averse to taking any steps 
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calculated to irritate the French Government onri or* i. . 

and satisfactory settlement of the arms traffic question fn AbysTimA ^ ° f * **** 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[20858] 


No. 97. 


/ No 5 g j Foreign Office to Mr. Hohler. 

Sir, 

WITH reference tn tho ™ i a • x . Foreign Office , August 9, 1907. 

a ff 

r n bJ Sit '■ 

KtLalXnkofE^nrWM T* t , hem *° Cairo ’ the "^s deposited in 

of Education g7P 7 Mr ‘ D ° UglaS Dunl °P’ Adviser t0 Egyptian Ministry 

r,u rt S“S5£ VOTmrat * ***• °»«“**“ *tvx£! 

offer made f '° m t J| e Go / e rnor-General of the Soudan that the 

ttjJ f * educat ® twelve Abyssinian boys free of charge at the Gordon College at 
condi ti° n 4 on the pupils undertaking to enter the service 0 f° the 
udanese Government, so that the opportunity is not one of which Basha Raleim’a 

Si asr*" 1 ,or the ™ Hi - w Ss; 

u,. ,iv sst So^Ck ai ,or the 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[20858] 


No. 98. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


lefeofth d 2fito ted lt by SeCr , etary Sif Edward Grey t0 ackn °wledfe the receipt Jf your 
Balpfnn^ he ] ! 8tE relative to the education at Cairo of the two sons of Basha 

MinTter at < AH ) i H 111 Avl r ? y ° U i tbat he has , now consulted on the subject His Majesty’s 
Minister at Adis Abeba, who is now on leave of absence in this country. J ^ 

»aa 1 ai ?:° to 7 0U herewith copy of a despatch which Sir E. Grev has 

mutofr ° ^Majesty's Char ge d’Affaires at Adis Abeba» in reply to his wm- 

summarv°nf^ UC T w rm ® d ln ° losure in lfitter of the 15th ultimo, giving a 
is nmn 7 ,? f SU }, J - Harrington s observations on the subject, and I am to state that it 

SEre* m 180 circumstances, to leave the sum of 3121. in the National Bank of 
■“oJPh at any rate for the present. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[1509 J 


* No. 97. 
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[26836] No. 99. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received August 11.) 

^ ^. • % p Adis Abeba, August 11,1907. 

^e fnAVE the honour to request that I may he informed whether any conclusion 
has been come to as to the arguments advanced by Mr. Clerk 
Article II of the Southern Frontier Treaty in his despatch No. 6 of the 15th May 
Zt ; whether the remainder of the draft Treaty inclosed in that despatch ^ acceptable 
to His Majesty’s Government; and, if so, and if it is equally acceptable to the Emperor 

Menelek. whether I am authorized to sign it. . .. ... „ 

I am anxious to be informed of the above, as I am afraid that the Emperor may 
at any moment bring up the Tsana Agreement again, and it would be very undesirable 
to take any further steps in this question, unless progress can simultaneously be made 
with the Southern Frontier Agreement. 


[27323] Na 100 ’ 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Orey.—(Received August 14.) 

crranh i o \ P Adis Abeba, August 14, 1907. 

IN continuation of my telegram No. 24 of the 11th instant, I would beg to be 
further furnished with the views of His Majesty s Government as to whether they 
think that the grant of a trading station on the Omo is an essential condition of the 

SouthernFrontwr^A^unicatjons j have ventured to submit that the chief desideratum 
would appear to be the determination of the boundary, and that the trading station 
would, under present circumstances, be in advance of any existing needs. 

I should consequently be glad to be informed whether the Article concerning 
the trading station may be left out in the event of the Emperor Menelek showrng 
resolute opposition to it, or whether it would be sufficient to substatute an Article to 
the purport that the Abvssinian Government will be prepared to grant a trading 
station similar to that already established at Gambela as soon as circumstances 

demand it. 


[27470] No - 10L 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.— {Received August 16.) 

gj r Downing Street, August 16, 1907. 

’ I AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 8th August, and to state, for the information of Secretary Sir E. Grey, that he 
concurs in the proposal to approve the step taken by His Majesty s late Chargd 
d’Affaires at Adis Abeba in addressing a letter to the Emperor Menelek, expressing 
satisfaction at a communication which the latter had made to the Governor of the 
Equatorial Province on the subject of the boundary between the East Africa Pro- 

tectorate and Abyssinia. . , - 

2. Lord Elgin also concurs in the proposal to revert to the original wording of 

Article II of the draft Treaty relating to the boundary. 

3. The Governor of the East Africa Protectorate will be instructed to recognize 
the definition of the frontier contained in the Emperor Menelek’s letter to Eitauran 
Hapta Giorgis. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. W. JUST. 
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126836] No. 102. 

(No 24 j Sir E dward Grey to Mr. Graham. 

(Telegraphic.) P. „ . _ 

SOUTHERN frontier of Abyssinia. ForetyB 0ffice ' Au 9 ust 16 > 1907. 

in coSittion^tf Tt S *" iagtradktt ^ as he Menelek may raise Tsana subsidy 

If you see no objections, you may telegraph to him as follows 
“ Southern frontier: Your telegram No 24 

discretton.’’ ther ^ Sh ° Uld ^ SUbsid . y * 8 * leVer “ frontier question we leave to your 

£ a ss 


[27722] No. 103. 


(No 31 ) Mr ‘ tioh,er t0 Sir Edward Grey.—{Received August 19.) 

No 5 I 0 ?the E 8 t to d M leamt th ? Italian Ciar ge d’Affaires tha/lfr.’cferk^ despltch 
.Dot the 8th May, reporting the commencement by the Emperor Menelek of a 

of ,he 

the T 1 ® ^ 6XP 'f S u tllC °P lmon that this decision is unnecessary and, as far as 
e Italian Legation itself is concerned, hardly wise. 

the Te 0 St!?l plaCe ’i*. f Werea u ai , ly moment intention of His Majesty to destroy 

fildtof ?fort on X , d °/° r th , the , U . tm08t ease " r dhout going to the trouble of 
uiidmg a tort on the top of a high and inconveniently steep hill, by merely firing his 

ft isZoonZl ^ r ° m th f gr . ou f ds of h T is Palace - whence he commands all the sites vriiere 
it is proposed to construct the new Legations. 

destrorX dl f;iVnn e Abys l nian Government, or its Head, were to set to work to 
aestroy the Legations and them occupants, their action would be attended with the 

Slll^rZ 011 ^ har diy. credit so shrewd a monarch as the Em P oX 

annrect t }Z t0 Z W th a P lan which even a dense mind would 

appreciate as calculated to incur this risk. 

wn„i?iV„ he thir £ P[ ace > granting His Majesty’s intention to destroy the Legations he 
S > Ve SU ° h ?, bundant r , e J 80 , urceS of aU kinds at his disposal with which to accom- 
Fl di n W X d be ,. 0Ut 0f the q uestion i°r the handful of European 

if tW G ^ er t0 ^ ^ re ®^ 8 ) m t ^ 118 town to offer a serious opposition by force. Even 

til l ,T e P ro / ected by a powerful fort I think it would be fairly easy to stove 
m w ;l V° n ^^ e ^ ore an y ex PO<lition could arrive for their relief. 

greatestdiffirtenX- and inade, l" ato experience of this countiy as I possess, I have the 

r/TTT 8 an °S mion , of my own lmless 1 find it is supported by 
®f who ar . e qualified, by long residence here or special knowledge of the people to 
give a sound judgment. I find general concurrence in my opinion tLt the EmpeX is 
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alive to the fact that to destroy the Legations would he detrimental to his interests,, 
and further to the fact that it is in accordance with his interests to protect them. - 
The main danger seems to lie in the event of His Majesty s sudden death before 
measures had been taken to appoint and establish a successor and to preserve order. 
There are grounds, however, to believe that these measures are being taken at the 
present moment. Also, so far as I can learn, there is no cause for alarm 
condition of the Emperor’s health. He has recently suffered somewhat frequently, I 
hear, from bleeding at the nose, but it does not seem that the symptoms of arterial 

sclerosis have grown any more serious. . , 

But should His Majesty die before the necessary preparations are made tor that 

event it is probable that the lower classes in the town would begin to riot and loot 
Europeans (and here I do include Greeks) and European houses situated m the town 
would be very likely objects of attack, and as the present Italian Legation is situated 
in the immediate vicinity of the market-place, it would appear to be unwise not to 
remove it as soon as possible to the comparative safety of this hill, which is distant 

some 2 miles from the probable centre of disturbance. . . , . 

I anticipate that of all the Legations it is this which has the greatest chance of 
being attacked, as the number of British and Greek subjects greatly “ 

the other foreigners put together, and while it would appear that the British Indian 
traders are not altogether on the best of terms with their Abyssinian neighbours t s 
certain that the Greeks are on the worst terms with them. At any relaxation of public 
order I fear many Abyssinians would be glad of the opportunity to avenge old gru ges, 
and if the Greeks came here for protection, ae they certainly would do, the greater 
difficulty will lie in keeping them calm and orderly rather than m tranquillizing the 

Abys^mm^^opulace^ that the sa f est me thod will be to abandon ideas of 

defence by force, and to devote attention instead to preventive measures, and my I rench 
and Italian colleagues have both expressed their concurrence in this view. 

There would seem to be no way by which danger could be more effectually averted 
than through the nomination by the Emperor of his successor, and his establishment 

and recognition as such. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[27724] No - 104 - 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received August 19.) 

33 -) Adis Abeba, July 24,1907. 

1F ’ I HAVE the honour to forward to you herewith copies of a telegram and a 
despatch addressed in August and September respectively of last year by Sir John 
Harrington to the Hellenic Minister for Foreign Affairs, giving an account of the 
killing of two Greeks by a third named Courtessis, and of his trial before be ^yssiman 
Courts. You will perceive that Courtessis was acquitted on the ground that he had 
acted in self-defence, and that Sir John Harrington, who was present at the trial, 

C ° nC The d tWrd h Gre U ek^who was acquitted, the evidence against him not being sufficiently 
stroii"- was a man named Yanouikaki. Two others were implicated m the matter : one, 
Dimitri Papadopoulo, was alleged to have been the instigator of the attack and another, 
Evan"-eli Theophilou, was charged by Courtessis with having instigated the assault, 
and further, with having taken part in it. But the trial was for the purpose of ascer¬ 
taining the guilt or innocence of Courtessis, and these two charges brought by him were 
never fully investigated. There was, however, enough prmd facie evidence in support of 
"hem to cause the Affa Negus to order Yanouikaki and Evangeli Theophilou to find 
guarantees that they would keep the peace, and he directed Dimitri, against whom the 
fvTdence was least strong, to become surety for them, so that he also might be interested 

m P1 A 'day'o r^t wo 1 after* he trial Dimitri and Evangeli came to this Legation and stated 
that Courtessis had been holding great rejoicings over his acquittal, and Evangeli said 
that this was so great a provocation that he would not consider himself any more bound 

to ke ®P (lie n ^ onth 0 f November Courtessis again went before the Affa Negus complaining 
that the three men above-mentioned had threatened to burn down his house if he di 
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unsupported by other evidenc^and^mtsedThf case! Und theS6 statements ff ere 

Emperor in person g ’’ rhe case he ref <*red to the judgment of the 

had mdTonly beeT ^hained^ufhfd IkTbeen^J" *5"®^ ^ 8tated that his friends 
directed his steps to the house of the Aff n v gged . “"1 lU - treated i aad he next 
Theresa dollars and a box of champagne in^deftW^ Wh ° m - u® ? ffered 100 Maria 
This fact was related to Mr. Clerk* by the Affa NW thecasemi ff lu be allowed to drop, 
the alleged flogging, as well as To "Seal! 
flogging and ill-treatment were entirely baseless. “ rhe ftlle ?ations as to 

Mr. Clerk ‘himself bdng h pTeseTt n to W Te e h th d at b L f Xe the Emp ®T , on the 9th March, 
given at the preliminary proceedings was substantiated 88 p !' op ®'^ done - The evidence 
prisoners to be expelled from the country the Affa V ^ and ) t £ir e K ! ng condemn ed the 
in the justice of the sentence. N ° gUS and Mr - Clerk concurring 

So'oSd ,;“ tie ti,eir *“'5 ‘" d p*' k "r *i>* 

the, evaded the «Jion of tt,ei “Ke ’ ’ re l™ ,e *° “ d ">» 

.od, it s,‘°r h " ?i”* 

adversaries were still at large in the country and that hn M * 9 ,e [ k > complaining that hia 
The Nagadras was informedofthe W f. nt te / 1ror of their menaces, 

was in vain, for on theisth June I 1 caut *°nedthe three men, but this 

had again been the recipient of threats thaf it T ^ C °n I ?. la, " t from Co »ftessis, who 
something serious to^f * bUrDt ** “ ight ’ a “ d that 

which the verdict ofThVfiret fri^juatffied'lfim^and t P he P public r0teCted ’ “ * m ^ n “ er ta 

necessary that the verdict of the second trial e iA u k ] 1C peace preserved, it was 

HiiSI 

will be deported from the country as soon as possible 7 7 xpected. I hey 

of instituting proceedings either against this Legation or against the Ahv«inLn r ’ 
™„t and requested ,b.t 1 uuuld Jive h, r , 4per »?.efS”o“ S".™' 

h rtrnli ?h d i 1 havc ,, honour t0 " lclose a copy of the document herewith. 

I trust that you will approve the course taken in respect of these three verv d anM , n „. 

members of society, and I have the honour to beg that you will cause thomJf^fT 
brought to the knowledge of the Hellenic Government. “ 6r t0 be 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLEE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 104. 

Slr J. Harrington to the Minister for Foreign Affairs , Athens. 

(Tdldgraphique.) . t m . Adis Abeba, le 27 Aout, 1906. 

UN nommd Courtessis, sujet Helldmque, a tue deux autres Grecs, nommd Jean et 

Mc 0 n r 5ieI lai ? andlS ’ ?' manChe /° lr ; 26 C0Urant ' Cou PabIe sera jugd devant l'Empereur 
Menelek. Je me ferai reprdsenter au proems et veillerai aux interets de Courtessis 
Communiquerai a votre Excellence rdsultat du proems. 


2 A 


[1509] 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 104. 

Sir J. Harrington to the Minister for Foreign A fairs, Athens . 

i 

M. le Ministre, Adis Abeba, September 27, 1906. 

WITH reference to my telegram of the 27th August last relative to the murder of 
two Greeks by a compatriot, Sortiri Courtessis, I have the honour to inform your 
Excellency that the case was tried on the 3rd and 4th of this month before the Affa 
Negus, the highest Court in this country except that of the Emperor Menelek. His 
Majesty would have tried the case himself, but, being unwell at the time and desiring 
to have as little delay as possible, he ordered the Affa Negus to hear it. 

As this was the first case of the murder of one European by another in this country. 
His Majesty invited the Representatives of all the Powers here to attend the trial; 
M. de Likatscheff, the Russian Charge d’Affaires, was the only one to avail himself of 

the invitation. . , r 

1 was present on both days of the trial to watch the interests of the accused, and 1 

fully satisfied myself that the ends of justice were met. 

The evidence at the trial clearly showed that there was a quarrel on the afternoon 
of the 26th August in Courtessis’ shop between Courtessis and a Greek named George 
Diamandis and other Greeks. Diamandis left the shop, but returned later, accompanied 
by Jean Kappuianni. A third Greek is believed to have been with them, but no 
evidence was forthcoming strong enough to prove his complicity. Courtessis saw the 
men coming, closed his shop, and locked himself in his private room, taking with him 
one Andrea Mavroudis, to be a witness of what might happen. Kappuianni broke open 
the panel of the door, put his head and shoulders inside, and fired at Courtessis, who 
fired back and shot his assailant through the head. Meanwhile the door had been forced 
completely open, and Mavroudis ran out of the house and was knocked insensible by 
some one just as he got outside. Courtessis then ran into the market-place, pursued by 
Diamandis. Courtessis turned round, and warned Diamandis to stop \ the latter still 
came on and Courtessis shot him in the lungs. Courtessis then went to he house of 
another Greek and waited quietly there until Abyssinian police came and arrested him. 

It being therefore clear that the man was throughout acting in self-defence, the 
Affa Negus acquitted him. 

I have delayed reporting the result of this trial to your Excellency until now, as the 
representatives of the dead men talked of appealing to the Emperor Menelek to hear the 
case in person, but they have now definitely renounced this intention, recognizing the 
justice of the Affa Negus’ decision. 

I have also been making further inquiries to satisfy myself that the story revealed 
at the trial was correct, and everything I have learnt has tended to strengthen 
Courtessis’ position. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. L. HARRINGTON. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 104. 

M. Courtessis to Vice-Consul Johnstone 

In Town, March 3, 1907. 

WITH great sorrow, I again come to complain ; the which I did not wish to trouble 
you, Sir. 

My enemies torment me, and wish to put fire to my shop in order to destroy me so 
as I might be left in the streets as a beggar. 

And, unfortunately, the roof of my house is of straw, and, being afraid of my house 
and estate (merchandize, &c.), also my life, I am obliged to protest, Sir, according to 
the law, that my fortune and life should be insured. 

I am, &c. 

Witnesses: (Signed) S. COURTESSIS. 

(Signed) George Georgoudis. 

Andrew Marotjly. 

Xanthis Katsakos. 

F. Tom Williams. 


i 


L 




[Naeadras informed of threat and asked to protect.—H. B. J. March 7, 1907.] 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 104. 

Certificate, dated July 22, 1907. 

and the highest Abyssinian legal 3hoX for rr/ n t^ ^ be ? re ^ Emp ?. TOr Menelek 
from his dominions against the accused The British’ ^auT °if ex P ul8Ion 

O' *« L .&n A ,te A ^ h .“ ““ “ 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER, 

His Britannic Majesty’s Charged'Affaires. 
British Legation, Adis Abeba, July 22, 1907. 


[27870] No. 105. 

(No 55 ) Mr ' Grakam t0 8ir Edward Grey.—{Received August 19.) 

ABYSSINIA I have forwarded your telegram No. 2lTf th<f Tffth August to 
S'mS?^k N “ ,h ' r 1 ‘ he O'"™™* •' th. Soudan h.™ 


[28606] No. 106. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir C. Hardinge.—(Received August 24.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba, August 2 0,1907. 

the iSw receptiQn was held yesterday by King Menelek, but information to 
reliablTsou^. 1 * We6k he had a Partld attack of P aral ? sis has reac hed me from a 


[28316] No. 107. 

Director of Military Operations to Foreign Office.—(Received August 24.) 

THE Director of Military Operations presents his compliments to the Under- 

iv ™ ary j f n State f ° r Po . reign Affalrs > an( l requests that, subject to the approval of 
Sir Edward Grey, permission may be obtained from the Emperor Menelek to allow two 
JJritisti officers to enter Abyssinia and to survey the country 60 miles around Harrar 
2 . It seems probable that, after the death of Menelek, Shoa, with Adis Abeba 
ana Harrar, will remain the centre of political as well as of commercial importance 
Should it become necessary to send a British expedition into Abyssinia, this province 
therefore will in all probability form the theatre of war, and the town of Harrar the 
primary objective. A defeat of the Abyssinian army and the occupation of this citv 

ana the nch country around it would probably place us in a position to dictate terms 
to a Jttuler of Abyssinia. 

..., 3 - The . country round Harrar is at present but little known, particularly from a 
military point of view. The absence of such knowledge would be very seriously felt 

snouia it at any time become necessary to send an expedition into Abyssinia with the 
object of seizing Harrar. 

4. It is proposed that the officers should journey from Jibuti vi& Dire Dawa to 
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Harrar, and should return vi& Jigjiga an( ^ Berbera. The time spent in the work 

would probably be from two to three mopths. 

5. If this request meets with Sir Edward Grey’s approval, Major-General Ewart 
would be glad if the matter could be pressed forward, as the officers should start from 
England not later than the beginning of October. 

War Office , August 23, 1907. 


[28393] 


No. 108. 


Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 26.) 

(No. 139.) Jtamleh , August 15, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 83 of the 29th May last, regarding the 
proposal to place certain of the Abyssinian frontier provinces under British officers, lent 
by the Soudanese Government to the Emperor Menelek for that purpose, 1 have the 
honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from 
Mr. Holder, His Majesty’s Chargd d’Affaires at Adis Abeba, reporting the arrival and 
reception by the Emperor of Captain Jennings Brandy, who is to take over the 

administration of the Anuak Province ot Abyssinia. 

• I have &c. 

(Signed) ’ RONALD GRAHAM. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 108. 

Mr. Hohler to Mr. Graham. 

Adis Abeba , July 26, 1907. 

’ I HAVE the honour to forward to you herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
this day addressed to the Governor-General of the Soudan, on the subject of the 
appointment of an English officer by the Emperor Menelek to the Governorship of the 
Anuak country. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 108. 


Mr. Hohler to Governor-General Sir F. Wingate. 

Adis Abeba , July 26, 1907. 

• * WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the administration of 
the country of the Anuaks, I have the honour to report that Captain Jennings Bramly 
arrived here on the 16th instant. I had the opportunity of presenting him to the 
Emperor Menelek on the 24th instant as the officer whom you propose as an able 
administrator, and one who was likely to prove a successful Governor of the Anuak 
Province. 

His Majesty evinced considerable pleasure at his arrival. This morning I took 
Captain Bramly to a further audience, at which His Majesty agreed that he would take 
the Captain directly under himself, making him responsible for the execution of his own 
orders, but of those of no one else whomsoever ; that he would pay the amount previously 
agreed , on, namely, 1,200Z. per annum, or 1,000 dollars monthly ; and that Captain Bramly 
should now proceed home as quickly as possible in order to make his preparations and 
take his leave, so as to be able to return and assume his Governorship with the least 
delay possible. His Majesty expressed the desire that he should return to Adis Abeba 
on his way to his province in order that final arrangements might be made, soldiers 

provided, &c. . 

He entirely agreed that it was advisable that Captain Bramly should at first 

proceed slowly in his work of administration, and should attempt no large measures of 
reform or taxation until he had at first travelled for some months about the country, and 
made himself well acquainted with local conditions and the character of the people. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 
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[28530] No. 109 

(No. 414.) ^ F ' Bertle to Sir Edwa rd Grey.—(.Received August 26.) 

Sir, 

WITH reference to my despatch No 36fi of th„ «»*«, rt ffust 24 > 1907 - 

to transmit to you herewith copies of an article Jhf i 25th ult ™°> * have the honour 
morning on the subject of Z Lnnli T which appears m the « Aurore ” this 

Chambers to guarantee a loan of SO^OO OOO^^r^OOO^no/ 0 , ? ov ®™ ment to ask the 
the Jibuti Railway. w,wu,uuu tr - ( 2 fi00,000l.) for the continuation of 

invited the Bank of Indo-China to th M) , mst f. r of the Colonies had 

Railways, and states that it is the dutv of the To ° const ™etionof the Ethiopian 

Railway Company in whichcapital t0 lend its su PP°rt to the 

given by the Government to the agreements mfde Vtwn ° f the a PP rovaJ 

Emperor Menelek. ° made between the Company and the 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure in No. 109. 

Extract from the “ Aurore ” of August 24, 1907. 

ie KSSEss.ti': t 1" bruil ’ ui «—«i»» 

que le Ministre des C^nie^ ° 0nfr6reS a publi6 la nouve,le 

Chine a^trsomcit™ par7<T MMstre^ls C f ^ ”1 publiait <l ue la Banque de l’lndo- 
Chemins de fer fithiopTens ^ C ° l0meS de reprendre en ™ Affaire des 

c.tte'aS 1» ?»q»e d. l’lndo-OMne .eprtt 

manquerait pas de repousser. ° antie d ce que la Chambre ne 

cioi “ t f*pp“ de q ue iq ue * 

“ Ote-toi de 1 k que je m’y mette ” ? 

-fr? iussm? d '““ d » 

resneof mo “ ent , Ia 9 om P a n nie va obtenir de PEmpereur M6n61ik le 

attente an nrofit^ 8 qU ° n d °j Tenir la ^pouiller honteusement du fruit de son 

iTpSi de " ,ui ” qui ““o ~ 

auv,i? 8e “? la . C TP a " nie P^tendent que la Soci£t6 a outrepass^ ses droits 

mnnort rJT* 8 ^ ^ - ct 0n Ia menace, comme d’une 6p6e de DamoclL dtn 
rapport r6d, S 6 par une Commission dlnspecteurs des Finances ’ 

Chemin f mmi&S -° n ? blGn e ; xamin6 ’ en effet » la comptabilitd de la Compaffnie du 

^"ASSSX '' 11 


2 B 


[1509] 
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[28733] No * n0 - 

Sir F. Lascelles to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 27.) 

jNo. 375.) Berlin , August 24, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report that it is announced in the German papers that 
an Abyssinian Mission is now on its way to Germany, and will arrive at Hamburg 
on the 27th instant. The Mission will be received at Hamburg by Herr Coates, the 
German Minister in Abyssinia, and a member of the Foreign Office, and will be 
conducted by them to Kiel. They are to be in Berlin from the 29th instant till the 
4th proximo, when they are to proceed to Essen to inspect Messrs. Krupp s works. 
They will be the Emperor’s guests during the whole of their stay in Germany. 

The papers state that the Mission is bringing presents to the Emperor, and is 

intended to enter into contracts for railway building in Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Eor Sir Frank Lascelles) 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


[29316] No - m - 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September' 2.) 

37 ^ Adis Abeba, July 30, 1907. 

’ I HAVE the honour to report that there has been considerable trouble caused in 
that part of the Ogaden which borders on British Somaliland, owing to the lawlessness 
of the Ogaden tribes. The Somali merchants enter the country for the purpose of 
trading; they are constantly plundered, and they then present claims for compensation 
which are probably far in excess of their real losses, the amount of which there are no 

means of ascertaining. , , , ... . . 

Accordingly the local authorities in Somaliland have consulted with the local 
Abyssinian authorities, Dejaz lima, the Governor of Harrar, and Mr. Gerolimato, the 
British Vice-Consul in that town, and they decided that the best plan 
establish a post of Abyssinian troops in the Ogaden, near the frontier. The British 
Somali traders would be directed, when entering the Ogaden, to pass through this 
station, where they would pay the proper customs fees. They would enjoy the protection 
of the Abyssinian troops, and, in the event of their being plundered, there would be a 

basis on which compensation would be paid. 

I mentioned the matter to the Emperor Menelek, who said he had already heard 
of it from Dejaz lima, and that he had given his assent to the proposed scheme. The 
choice of the site of the new post he had left to the decision of the local authorities. 

I understand that it will probably be at Milmil, The arrangement promises to be 

beneficial to all parties concerned. . 

In this connection I have the honour, further, to report that in October 1 JOo a 
party of some thirty-three members of the British Habrawal Ayal Ahmed tribe were 
plundered of their property at a place named Hedidole, near the Webi Shebeli, by the 
Aulihan tribe. Various circumstances, including the death of Ras Makonep, retarded 
the dispatch of a punitive expedition, but now, owing to the representations ot 
Mr. Gerolimato, Dejaz lima has sent a force to punish the offending tribe, and to 

restore the stolen property to the Habrawal. 

Another Abyssinian expedition is on its way, under the command of Fitauran 
Abanabro, the Governor of Warandab, to endeavour to punish the Ba Gheri tribe, who 
are adherents of the Mullah, who have raided and laid waste the Ba Hawadleh country 
in the Ogaden. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 
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[ 29874 ] No. 112 . 

Marguia ii San OmSano I. Sir Edward Orrg.-O),,^ 

(Translation.) 

Foreign Affairs!'^n^dhaTTheTonour 11 ^ h EfS¥“ n S the Secretar y of State for 
have reached the Italian Government the h <- ^ f. ccordin g to reports which 
m Ethiopia will be treated of, and’ settled in Vo J “ nsdlctlonover French citizens 
negotiated between France and Ethiopia. ’ th Commerclal Treaty now being 

infonn him wheTher^nyinquh^has beSUdr E ‘ 6rey if he would 

matter, and what is his view. The Italian British Government on the 

this question should first have been discussed wa’ V thelr part » consider that 
Powers at Adis Abeba with a view to the Repr , esentet ivesJ of the three 

Italian Government would have been incliled IT™ 8 ° lut ? n ‘ That ^ich the 
magistrate, appointed and paid by the Ernnerm. m favour is that of a European 

exercise jurisdiction over Europeans. P MeneIek as his own official, who would 
London , September 3, 1907. 


t 2994 « No. 113. 

(No. 26.) MU H ° hler t0 Sir Edward Grey.—{Received September 6.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

m. isas f 

Tbi*;i u ,1 diolio ;'? ' e ™‘“ »< toSa & e £* i, ‘ lho r « hto 

<2 to SSZSL?* 1 " “ “ th “ “*• “ £S“b?ili, Majesty’s 

'“ pp tb.“Sto'^»*th" roi T/ udse “ Soffl1i.T'' he,her the)r tor “» 

most so.t.blf “ “ thod b 7 J. Hamngton, „ d 


f30M5 3 No. 114. 

(No. 27.) Mr ' H ° hler t0 Sir Edward Gre y- —[Received September 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. ...... „ 

CAPTAIN ENGLAND Wnl „ , Adls Abeba > September 6, 1907. 

Wl ’ lich th °* LoLrn firm h^SvTfr?m e !b me ^^ 0 ■ d • ay, 
Office dated the 6th ultimo, in which they are informed tbit nil T th ^. Porei ^ 

GX cZl Gd V Gf T^ S ^ ajest ^ 8 foment can Jive “ 

then bet Isto® *° P °“‘ °“‘ >' ossiW >’ .11 assistance would by 

attempt o(tto^Tmst Company to^ato^posaesston'uf' th)° t 0 P our to re P° rt ” n the 


t3015 « No. 115. 

^No. 40.) Mr ' HMer l ° Sir Edward Grey.—{Received September 9.) 
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I regret to say that the man whom I hoped to obtain, as mentioned m my 
despatch No. 9 of the 31st May, is now no longer available as he ^s one to Eur pe 
in the suite of the Abyssinian Mission to the Courts of Berlin and \ lenna. 

I was to tally unable to discover any other suitable person here, nor was His 
Majesty’s Consul at Harrar any more successful in that town ... j 

After carefully considering every means of procuring the ’ 

decided to apply to the Swedish Mission at Asmara inquiring ^hethw thgr Jad «my 
young man, whose education was just completed and who would be likely to be 
Lite! to fill the post. I suggested the advisability of sending two, in order that 
it might be possible to make a trial of them, and subsequently to select that one who 

gives^satofacUoUed & telegraphic reply from the head of the Mission, informing 

m ° *A^ they 8 wfS'be quite young men of whom I cannot hope to make very much use 
at the beginning, I propose to give them a very small salary, and to devote a part of 
the sum allowed—10/. per month-to completing them educatwn here. 

I trust that this plan will meet with your approval, ana that I may be allowea 10 
expend the money upon them as I think fit, provided that the gnant is not exceeded. 

. (Signed) T* B. HOHLER. 


[30160] No - 116 ‘ 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey— {Received September 9.) 

(^°- ^-) Adis Abeba, August 14, 1907. 

Sir ’ I HAVE the honour to report that an Italian came to visit me this morning who 

that^just r tefMe d he°left ^ure C th”"ltar™turned'thltlier^rom^an°expedition into 

Capt He Srfe/theeipedition all the horrors of the slave-trade 

of a century ago, and declared that he had seen people shot in cold blood, the weak 

Sto, th^Gh“iSU?°± to'lower -lope- of *»* mountains that form to 
, , i f xi p Xaffa nlateau on the west, used to be a rich and flourishing tribe. 
mh* 1 Lpnnw abandoned their villages and live in the forest like savages, letting all 

b,‘to ^ tooa^o! to Abyssuuana. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[30161] No - 117 - 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.— {Received September 9.) 

(No. 42.) Abeba, August 16, 1907. 

’ WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 11 and 25 of the 3rd June and the 
Xth Tulv last respectively, I have the honour to report that, within the last few days, 
I^liave received two messengers from the Southern Frontier Inspector. By the first, 

H^states that all fs oTthe'hn^tpeci^y^e 

an Abyssinian, while it seems impossible not to accede to Mr. Zaphno s request or 

fpmnorarv relief, in view of his present state ot health. A , , n 

I have accordingly authorized Mr. Zaphiro to come up to Adis Abeba, after 
establishing Mr. Boyes as his successor for the time being, and I have accepted 
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2 °^?? °? er °L^ 9 T S f r ^ Ces 83,1116 rS'te of remuneration as that granted to 

Mr. Zaphiro (see Sir John Harrington’s despatch No. 16 of the 30th November, 1906), 
f believe that this arrangement will not entail an expenditure exceeding the 
900Z. per annum authorized by your telegram No. 14 of the 22nd ultimo, but, should 
it do so, I have the honour to request, that in view of the exceptional circumstances, the 
excess cost may be authorized; and I trust that the arrangement may meet with 
your approval. * 

•LMv Ve instructed Mr. Boyes to use his best endeavours to ascertain what are the 
possibilities of trade and a trade route between the Abyssinian frontier and either 
Kismayii or m the Nairobi direction; also whether there are no places either on or 

J 1 .. 0 ? the ! m6 > 38 at present laid down, which would be suitable localities for the 
establishment of posts. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[30146] No. 11S. 

(No 161) ^^ * ^ ra ^ am Edward Grey.—(Received September 9.) 

^ wT^rtT e a . Ramleh , August 31, 1907. 

^^ IH reference to my despatch No. 139 of the 15th instant, I have the honour 
to transmit to you herewith copy of a Report received by the Director of Intelligence, 
Egyptian army, from Captain Jennings Brandy, on his recent visit to Adis Abeba and 
audience of the Emperor Menelek, previous to assuming his duties as Administrator of 
the Anuak country. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RONALD GRAHAM. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 118. 


Captain Jennings Bramly to Director of Intelligence , Cairo. 


x L J . B . EG ^ reporfc that 1 reached Adis Abeba on the 16th, and reported myself to 
the British Charge d* Affaires. 

On the 24th July I was presented to the Emperor Menelek. He greeted me with 
the words, “ This is my man,” and repeated the expression again when I took my 
leave. 


B [^ a f ree( ^ ^ s bould proceed straight home, take my leave, and return here to 
Adis Abeba at the end of it, on the way to the Anuak country. 

At my second audience the Emperor agreed to pay the sum of 1,000 dollars 
a-month, or 12,000 dollars a-year, for my pay and the upkeep of the province. He also 
promised that 1 should be directly under him and no one else, and said he would not 
expect any scheme of taxation, &c., until I had some months’ experience of the country 
and people, travelling round, &c. 

He appeared to be deeply interested in the success of the experiment. He further 
said that he would discuss the details, &c., when I returned from leave, and that I must 
return vi& Adis Abeba. 

He then said good-bye, and wished me a prosperous voyage home. 

I leave Adis Abeba on the 28th July, and hope to reach England by the end of 
August. 


(Signed) 
August (P July) 28, 1907. 


A. W. JENNINGS BRAMLY, Bimbashi , 

Soudan Civil Administration. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 118. 

Captain Jennings Bramly to Director of Intelligence , Cairo. 

I BEG to report that I arrived at Adis Abeba on the 16th July, after having been 
detained eight days at Gore in order to deliver the telegram re Jebel Bogaia to 
[1509] 2 C 
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B» Tesemma. It had, ho.em, *ato »• * «* ""> the B ° b “ *° 

which I reached on the 6th and left °? 4 . J the ra i ny season, no single twenty-four 
As was to be expected, considering it ]^ ting a couple of hours 

hours passed without some d ay and at others a Scotch mist only, which 

only, at others a steady rain lasting h th tw0 Luckily most of the ram 

soaked everything much more animals. All khors of 

took place at night, but ’ t .‘ b P T1 ^ bridges if in repair were sufficiently wide and 
any significance were hndged. ? n gin le file _ T h e state of repair depends 

strong to allow baggage am intends shortly to travel on that road. 

° n th Of E game e i tw absolutely nothing on the road, bar one oribi near Gambela and 

two madakwa (like duiker) I goJ * SSks. 

The Didessa is crossed by a dug-out y unfortunate difference of opinion 

The Anuak tad beea b,ou s h t here fro™ 
near Gambela for ferrying. _ i ■i ohont 40 miles east of Gore. This river 

* J/S” tfaTS.™ m A » F»f " y '“ h 

“ •arsi'tS! 

sssiStszrs 5Bf rsrs 

.h.. e h« restrains hi. soldier. f,o» 

excesses. , Tnnhoi has ffiven orders that all are free to 

However that may be, and although g +^ e \[f Q 0 f those gate- 

fe^t^rr.™ .“1eC“Tn ‘At J-l «F»* ** *>“ >» b « kiM 

satsr jet. sr& p' r . %£ air 1 to Te “”“ 

vJTSZX 25 is less ‘ b « 

"Tm: 

dow/S^EM^ Jts SS SS 

down 900 feet. From Balg. to Choba, about .lm.les^the roaa ^ ^ ig an 

plain, sparsely cultivated and co ered. • ftn abrupt descent to River 

Abyssinian custom-house, and from .there is H . between l 3 500 and 4,000 feet 
Tadechomaleha, where the Danakil am S', t the Tadecbomalcha Camp we 

£3, 

ZZf the'M missing 0 The mules were only found next morning. This storm was 


69 


99 


the cause of my typewriter’s collapse, and smashed up what remained intact of my kit, 
not to mention knocking me out of time for several days with fever. 

I reached Dire Doua late on the night of the 10th. I hope to furnish a map and 
roaa report of this part of the journey on my return. 

(Signed) A. W. JENNINGS BRAMLY, Bimbashi, 


Dire Doua , August 11, 1907. 


Soudan Civil Administration . 


[30088] No. 119. 

Sir F. Lascelles to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 9.) 

(No. 394.) 

- Berlin , September 6, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 375 of the 24th ultimo, I have the honour 
to report that the special Abyssinian Mission to His Majesty the German Emperor, 
which reached Hamburg on Friday last, arrived in Berlin on Sunday, the 1st instant,’ 
and took up their abode at the Hotel Bristol. Their arrival here has aroused a 
good deal of interest in the press, more especially in view of the rich field for 
German enterprise which may be afforded by the opening up of Abyssinia to the outer 
world. 

The present Mission is a return visit to the German Mission dispatched to 
Adis Abebatwo years ago, and is headed by one of Menelek’s chief officials, Dedjasmach 
Maschascha, Governor of Derrar, who is also the Negus* personal adviser and friend. 
According to the “ Kolnische Zeitung ** the Mission’s further object is to express a wish 
for a closer commercial and amicable relationship between Germany and Abyssinia in 
the future, and, moreover, to beg the Emperor to use his influence at Constantinople 
to obtain a settlement of the question of the disputed monasteries at Jeiusalem in 
accordance with the claims of the Abyssinians. Dr. Bosen’s Mission has already borne 
fruit in the German expedition and excavations at Axum, and the Cologne paper 
considers this return visit is a proof of Menelek’s conviction of the importance of 
establishing good relations with foreign Powers. The completion of the railway 
construction in his country and the introduction of a stable and sound Administration 
will contribute to advance Menelek’s Empire both commercially and politically, and 
in this new field German industry will find work to do which will he to the advantage 
both of herself and of Abyssinia. 

The “ Berliner Tageblatt ” welcomes the improvement in the general conditions 
of the w'orld which allows of this visit taking place without the sound of any alarm 
trumpets being blown against the schemes of Germany. It is in fact a sign that, 
Germany is no longer outside the charmed circle of friendly Powers, but has been 
admitted within their ring, and her actions are in consequence regarded with a more 
friendly eye. German interests in Abyssinia, though very considerable, are purely 
commercial, and even were the Negus to invite her to accept political influence in his 
Empire she would most certainly refuse to do so. The principle of the open door has 
been established by the Anglo-Franco-ltalian Agreement over Abyssinia, and Germany 
tacitly subscribed thereto when her ally Italy informed her secretly of the terms of 
the Agreement. Germany requires nothing more ; she has established a Legation at 
Adis Abeba, has signed a Treaty with the Negus for most-favoured-nation treatment, 
and has thus paved the way for the free enterprise of her trade and commerce in the 
country. 

The Mission was received at Hamburg by a member of the Imperial Foreign 
Office, and were fdted by the town and shown the various sights. On Monday, the 
2nd, after their arrival in Berlin, they attended the grand parade on the Tempelhofer 
Feld, and were received in special audience by the Emperor, to whom they presented 
a letter from the Negus. In the evening they were present at a banquet given by His 
Majesty, and at a gala performance at the Opera. Next day they visited the barracks 
of some of the Guard regiments, and afterwards inspected and sampled a collection of 
the latest types of German firearms at the shooting gallery at Halensee. Their hosts 
were much astonished at the technical knowledge displaced by them in handling 
the weapons, and at their announcement that they themselves were in possession of 
most of the models shown. In the evening they dined at the Zoological Gardens, and 
spent the morning of the 4th in a visit to the air-ship installation at Tegcl and the 
afternoon in an expedition to Potsdam. 
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Yesterday to visitor, svere to*. o.-er. to «»Semeto 

prevention, and to-day toy are to ^ 1)re , en t,, among them some line elephant 

S.r»dtrengKver some animoi. tor the Zoological Garfen here. 

(For Sir F. Lascelles), _ 

(Signed) GRaNVILLE. 


[300451 K »- ,20 ' 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Hohler. 

(No. 17.) ^ Foreign Office, September 9, 1907. 

'“TofilraiAN Railway. Your telegren, No. 27 of the 0th instant (see 

Abj ?r F S £££££ImveSreS-appmanhed nnniliciall, on behalf of T„s. 

communication to French 

Government. 


[30319] No ‘ 12L 

International Ethiopian Railway J^and 

34 Clement's Lane, London, September 9, 1907. > 

Slf ’ WE have the honour to acknowledge receipt the 26th June, 

which you inform us that you have brought e a a^ent from the railway 

relative to the expulsion by the Abyssinian authOTtaes ° Q f f °£ ^ unofficially to the 

s sws ~^p. sstsks 

S”£f oardhporef have'been otou.ted, and tot tore has been a de.nd 

of justice in our case. w£ » wnnlrl venture respectfully to point 

While thanking you for this con ]“ 1 ™^? h 26th j une was “to make such repre- 
out that the request contained in our letter o us the f u n enjoyment of our 

sentations to the Abyssinian aut ' lorl le ® ‘ ffi f His Majesty’s Government with the 
rights,” and that we asked for the good omces ot n J J obtaining recog- 

Emperor Menelik and to Abjeto™ ^“Sve acilreToto to .totionV Dirt 
nition by the Emperor Menelik of therigh » territory, by contracts into which 

in the exercise of these rights, by the Abyssinian °^*^ ce of His Majesty’s Govern- 

Our immediate object was not to ask for t . gecurin their recognition in 

within the jurisdiction of the 

at Eire Dawa by the Abyssinian au t ed property, and we were advised that 

with the consent of the morgagors, of the mortgaged TO h and that under auy 

we were therefore owners of the mortgag eauitable title could not be contested, 

recognized system of j^pmdene B forcibly deprived of 

We were therefore, by the act of the Abyssinian an ^ tQ which we sho uld have 

* ■ ,,tem0 ' i ” rUprul “ te 

deal with matters of this nature, the Emp ^ security given to us by the 

SSS& S2te« (?U e *TtoAb,»toto territory. We have ..e.rdingl, i»tr«cted 
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our agent at Adis. Abeba, Captain Brian England, to take the [necessary steps to obtain 
from the Emperor the formal recognition of our rights in Abyssinia, and the request made 
in our letter of the 26th June, which we venture now respectfully to renew, is that His 
Majesty’s Government will make such representations to the Emperor * Menelik in 
support of Captain Brian England’s application as will result in the recognition by the 
Emperor and the Abyssinian authorities of the rights which we, as a British Company, 
have acquired in His Majesty’s dominions, and freedom for the future from acts of force 
and violence by which we are deprived of our property. 

We have, &c. 

(Per pro . Ochs Brothers), 

(Signed) H. J. SMITH, 

Managing Director . 


[28316] No. 122. 

Foreign Office to Director of Military Operations. 

THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his compliments to 
the Director of Military Operations, and, in reply to his communication of the 23rd 
ultimo, on the subject of the proposed survey of the country around Harrar by twa 
British officers, begs to state that Sir E. Grey, who has consulted His Majesty’s 
Minister at Adis Abeba, is of opinion that permission to enter Abyssinia for this ’ 
purpose would not be readily granted by King Menelek, who could scarcely fail to 
take umbrage at a request of this nature, the real object of which he would doubtless 
perceive. 

It would also arouse the suspicions of the French and Italian Governments, and 
if in order to disarm such suspicions they were previously informed of the intended 
request, it is probable that they would wish to associate French and Italian officers in 
the survey. 

In these circumstances Sir E. Grey does not consider that any useful object, 
sufficient to justify a possible disturbance of the existing harmonious relations of His 
Majesty’s Government with King Menelek, would be attained by the survey in 
question, especially since the expedition contemplated in the communication under 
reply would necessarily be punitive as distinct from defensive, since, in the event of 
disturbances arising after the death of Menelek, it is clear that no force could reach 
Adis Abeba in time to save the foreign Legations, should a determined attack be 
made upon them. 

Foreign Office, September 11, 1907. 


[29874] No. 123. 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuiiano. 

SIR EDWARD GREY presents his compliments to the Italian Ambassador, and 
has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of his Excellency’s note of the 3rd instant, 
relative to the question of jurisdiction over Europeans in Ethiopia. 

Sir E. Grey has the honour to inform the Marquis di San Giuiiano, in reply, that 
a despatch from His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Adis Abeba dealing with the subject 
is now on its way to London, and that His Majesty’s Government prefer to postpone 
any expression of opinion on the matter until that communication has been received 
and considered. 

Foreign Office, September 13, 1907. 


[1509] 
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[30963] No ' 124 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.— {Received September 16.) 

(No. 4 j3.) Adi8 Abeba , August 19, 1907. ^ 

Sir, , , French Minister informs me that he is 

XL French Co~> T** wi.h 

Ab, M°K.obutew I ki states that he w ^^SoS'in'ifh- &2STK 

qui,e 

favourable to the proposal. j ^ye ^ 

/a T R HOHLER. 


[30951] No ‘ 125 ‘ 

Mr. d M Graz to Sir Edward Grey.— {Received September 16.) 

(No. 145.) Rome, September 12, 1907. 

Sir ' WITH reference t. Sir E. Eaton's ^C.«T°to rf”! 

SSte^elS jss*"** ,06 ' t “ r •“ * 

forwarded to his Excellency by theGoveHiQrofEothr®^ practice it is still 

jftSS,* th M.M897, nhich grants British snbject. full liber., 

*“• 
receiving permission from then Lega ion ,, , t ^ the p owerg whose 

Harrar, and suggests that some arrangement ^ rf 

territory is contiguous to Abyssinia, w , Abvssinia and to attain this object 

* «>™ •*'“» iu ot 

TsMl' gW tohSn what reply Hi. M.jcrt,'. Government no.ld de»r. me to 

address to M. Tittoni. j have> &c# 

O. DES GRAZ. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 125. 

Signor Tittoni to Mr. des Graz. 

. Ministry of Foreign Affairs , Rome , 

(Translation.) September 10, 1907. 

M. le Charge d Affaires, tt- i^ r j tann i c Majesty’s Embassy on 

of which I inclose an extract. VrvHirsea will take into account the desire 

mS K WiSaB the mtentiens e of the British government were not known, it 
:ii ^7S d I^hSJS: Treaty'of tSuth May, l^BriS 
permission of the Ethiopian authorities, such recognition as a right ( in lmea di ) 
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does not seem advisable in the face of the above-mentioned provision of the Treaty 
between England and Ethiopia, which is analogous to that contained in the Treaty 
between Italy and Ethiopia. 

Since foreigners normally enter Abyssinia by Harrar provided merely with the 
permission of the Legations at Adis Abeba or of the Consulates at Harrar, I should 
consider it advisable that a single arrangement should be agreed upon between the 
Powers conterminous to Ethiopia, which should be adopted in regard to persons wishing 
to enter the territory of the Negus. Such a step would have precisely the object of 
obtaining that the clauses of the Treaties should be fully and effectively put into force, 
which would not be the case if in practice the permission of the Abyssinian authorities 
were to be normally asked for. 

I should be grateful if you would inform me of the views of the Embassy on this 
point. 

Pray accept, &c. 

(Signed) TITTONI. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 125. 

The Governor of Erythrasa to the Minister for Foreign Affairs , Rome. 

(Translation.) July 22, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to reply to your Excellency’s despatch of the 23rd June, 
19 °7. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wigley arrived in the Colony in September 1905, and after a short 
stay—during which, although they gave insufficient information as to their intentions, 
they showed themselves to be persons worthy of respect—they proceeded to Agamd, by 
way of Senafd. News were then received from which it appeared that the Wigleys 
intended to settle in Adigrat, in order to establish a hospital and a school there. All this 
information was transmitted by Signor Martini to the Italian Minister at Adis Abeba. 

Towards the end of October, Dr. Wigley, alleging that he had unexpectedly 
inherited some property, announced his departure for Italy, but the Chief of Agamd made 
objections to his departure from Adigrat, declaring that he was unable to let him leave 
without the authorization of the Negus, whilst Dr. Wigley placed himself directly in 
communication with the English Representative. 

Dr. Wigley begged for the good offices of the Governor of the Colony with Degiac 
Desta, and Signor Martini sent a special messenger to this Chief, requesting him to 
allow Wigley to leave on his responsibility. 

Degiac, as usual, after some evasions, gave Dr. Wigley his liberty on the 12th 
November, and on the 15th November Dr. Wigley arrived at Senaf6. 

Dr. Wigley had protested against his arbitrary detention by telegraphing from 
Adigrat to the Governor of the Colony, to the British Minister at Adis Abeba, and the 
Britisli Consul at Milan ; all these telegrams, which were directed to our Resident at 
Senafd, were sent on to their destinations. 

On his return to the Colony Dr. Wigley expressed himself as very grateful for the 
efforts which had been made on his behalf. 

It is thus apparent that this Government, owing to its regard for a British subject, 
interested itself even more than was necessary in the case of Dr. Wigley. If he was 
not prevented from entering Abyssinian territory, being unprovided with a special 
permission from the Ethiopian Government, it was due to the consideration which might 
have been put forward by a British subject, viz., that, according to Article I of the 
Treaty of Commerce between England and Ethiopia of the 14th May, 1897, British 
subjects have full liberty to enter and to issue from Ethiopian territory. 

On the other hand, I read in the note of the British Embassy, communicated to me 
hy your Excellency, of a measure by which the British Government would admit the 
obligation for all who wish to visit Ethiopia to obtain a special permission from the 
Abyssinian authorities. Although I admit that practically it is at present necessary to 
obtain such a permission, it does not appear to me that this should be recognized as a 
right, in face of the above-mentioned provision of the Treaty between England and 
Ethiopia, which is analogous to that contained also in our Commercial Treaty with the 
Negus. 

I leave it to your Excellency to judge whether, in communicating to the British 
Embassy the news given above in regard to the Wigley case, and in taking note of the 
desire expressed by it respecting the attitude to be adopted by this Government in 
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similar cases in the future, it would not be well to draw the attention of the British- 
Government to the point now mentioned and to make arrangements a 

Honlincr with the Nesus so that the above-mentioned clauses of the treaties n ay 
irom now m.waS puffolly and effectively into force, as would be adv.sable for the 

benefit of our commerce and our prestige. 

Pray accept, &c. A 

(Signed) PTO. SALVAGO-RAGGI. 


[30855] Na 126 ' 

Sir F. Lascelles to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received September 16.) 

^Sfo. 405.) Berlin, September 13, 1907. 

’ ON receipt of your despatch No. 216 of the 2 tth July last on the subject of 
M Ydlibi’s iourney through Europe, Count de Salis showed Mr. Hohlers espa 
confidentially 0 to "the Imperial Secretary of State of the Eoreign Office. I have now 
received a note from th e P German Eoreign Office, thanking me for the communication 
of Mr. Hohler’s report, which entirely confirms a despatch received from the German 

Minister at Adis Abeba. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PRANK C. LASCELLES. 


[30161] No> 127 ‘ 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office • 

s . Foreign Office , September 16, 1907. 

’ with reference to my letter of the 23rd July last relative to the inspector 
stationed on the southern frontier of Abyssinia, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward 
Grev to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty s Chargd 
d’Affaires at Adis Abeba, reporting that he has authorized Mr. Zaphiro to proceed to 
that capital for the benefit of his health, and that he lias accepted ^ the offer made to 
him by 1 Mr. Boyes to discharge the duties of inspector during Mr. Zaphiro s absence at 

the same rate of remuneration as that granted to the latter. - 

Mr Hohler further requests that should the cost entailed by this arran D eme 
prove to exceed the sum contemplated, he may be authorized, in the exception^ 
circumstances of the case, to incur such additional expenditure as may be found 

necessary. ^ that _ sub j ect to the concurrence of the Earl of Elgin, Sir E. Grey 

proposes to approve the action taken by Mr. Hohler in this matter, and to autho 
hinf to incur P any necessary additional expenditure which the arrangement made may 

involve ' I am, &c. 

1 * (8igned) LOUIS MALLET. 


[31115] No - 128 ‘ 

Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 17.) 

a- 19, Hill Street, London, September 10, 1907. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 72 of the 31st October, 1906, and previous 
correspondence in connection with the measures considered necessary for the protection 
of the Legations and Europeans in the event of local disturbances on the occasion of 
the Emperor’s death, I have now had the opportunity of consulting Mr. Clerk. 

I am of the opinion that the fort which Mr. Clerk reported the Emperor proposes 
to build does not materially alter the situation. In fact, if built, it is more likely, m 
the event of local disturbance, to serve as a protection to the Legations rather than as 
a danger If the Legations do not trust the Commandant of the fort, there is every 
chance that they will be able to bribe him and obtain possession of it. 
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There has never been any idea of defence against an organized attack on the 
Legations, nor has this ever been contemplated. There is, however, always the 

““ Bmp "” r *“■ wbioh “““ fa 

The latest news from Abyssinia concerning the possible early nomination of a 
fintT’w- Some ? h . at ™ lnu pzes the risks that Europeans run, but the general opinion 

“dSX wh»r g Ei,?e™ “ ah ““ l * he Cer “ n ‘ J 0t 

I have given the question very serious consideration, and have no hesitation in 

thSm^ft™ 7 ? plmon lk at Governments interested in Abyssinia ought to put 

“il 10nS m t p0Slt T t0 / eslst a mob attack - The knowledge that the Legations 
fhp I ® h f position will act as a deterrent to the local populace, and may even be 

death * preventlng an y serlous local disturbance on the occasion of the Emperor’s 
The scheme I propose for defence against local disturbance is:— 

aiT«l;oSi^ to s a rfr<ii. to Al:eta. ul, ‘ in tbe ” orth ot ihe Kab *“ 

„<1 .mSioTeSh*" “ d be ™PP' M «>e following arm. 

Thirty rifles and 15,000 rounds of ammunition. 

One machine gun and 10,000 rounds of ammunition. 

Material for wire entanglement. 

Supply of sand-bags and powder for fougasses. 

f h Upply P ro J isi ° ns > as in case of local disturbance it may be impossible to 
obtain them until order has been re-established. Provision must be made to ration 
possible refugees in the Legations. 

4. The Head of each Legation should be given discretionary power to expend a 

wTi nf* 6 ?^ eed .V^ 5,000/ m the event of it being necessary to enlist the support of a 
local Chief for the protection of Europeans and the Legations. 

The above is the absolute minimum in the shape of precautionary measures. 

In the case of the British Legation, without technical advice it is difficult to 
give an exact estimate of the probable expenditure under headings 1, 2, and 3 but I 
am of opinion that the cost would not exceed 15,000/. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. L. HARRINGTON. 


{31385] No. 129. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received September 20.) 

. Downing Street , September 19, 1907. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 16th instant on the subject of the Inspector stationed on the southern frontier of 
Abyssinia, and to inform you that he concurs in Sir E. Grey’s proposal to approve 
Mr. Hohler’s action in appointing Mr. Boyes as Inspector during the absence of 
Mr. Zaphiro, and to authorize him to incur any necessary additional expenditure 
which the arrangement may involve. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. L. ANTROBUS. 


[31115] No. 130. 

Foreign Office to Treasury. 

Foreign Office, September 21, 1907. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 26th December, 1906, and previous 
correspondence respecting the construction of a new Legation house at Adis Abeba, I 
am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copv of a 
[1509] 2 E 
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despatch from Sir John Harrington, 9 who is at present on leave of absence frdrn hi? 
fcwwt, in which, in accordance with instructions given to hirii by arrangement with the 




from a possible attack by a mob. . 

You will observe that, in the absence of technical advice, Sir J. Harrington 
estimates the probable cost of these measures, so far as His Majesty’s Government 
are concerned, at 16,0001., exclusive of the sum of 5,0001. which, he considers, should 
be placed at the disposal of the Head of each foreign Mission in order to enlist the 
Services of a local Chief for the protection of foreigners should such a step be necessarv. 

Sir J. Harrington has expressed the opinion that the sum of 5,0001. which the 
Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, after consultation with the First 
Commissioner of His Majesty’s Works, &c., have privately intimated their willingness 
to assign to the construction of a new Legation house will scarcely suffice to provide 
for the accommodation of the Minister and his staff in an undefended mud building 
similar to the daub and wattle huts at present in use. 

He understands that the remaining Governments interested have already sanctioned 
the expenditure of the sums necessary for the construction of new defensible houses 

S . their Legations, but, as is evident, they cannot proceed with this work until they 
ve considered and approved the scheme of common defence to be submitted to them 
by His Majesty’s Government in accordance with the understanding which has been 
reached, while this scheme cannot be finally presented to them until Sir E. Grey 
possesses the assurance that the funds needed to enable His Majesty s Government to 
carry out their own part of it will be forthcoming. 

During the present year the Italian Government have repeatedly pressed His 
Majesty’s Government for a definite pronouncement on this subject, and it is, in Sir 
E. Grey’s opinion, imperative that a reply should be returned to their inquiries without 
delay. He has therefore communicated the scheme drawn up by Sir J. Harrington 
to the Italian Ambassador at this Court and to the Representatives of the other Powers 
interested 

It is considered that a popular outbreak, accompanied by an attack by a mob on 
all foreign residents at Adis Abeba, will almost inevitably follow the death of 
Menelek, the present state of whose health is such that a fatal seizure is possible at 
any moment. In the absence of adequate means of defence such an attack cannot 
but be followed by a massacre of foreigners, and Sir J. Harrington’s deliberate 
opinion, based on twelve years’ experience of Abyssinia, and strengthened by 
conversations with Menelek himself, with his consort, with the Abuna (Head of 
the Abyssinian Church), and with several Native Chiefs, is that the only possible 
safeguard against such an eventuality lies in the construction of defensible Legation 
houses. 

A refusal to provide, or a delay in providing, the sum representing the share of 
His Majesty’s Government in the expenses of this work would, in SirE. Grey’s opinion, 
lay upon them a heavy responsibility which they ought not to assume, not only towards 
the staff of their own Legation and subjects at Adis Abeba, but also towards all foreign 
Governments and subjects concerned. 

I nrn accordingly to express the hope that their Lordships may see their way to 
accord their early and favourable consideration to this question,. the urgency and 
importance of which it is, in Sir E. Grey’s view, difficult to over-estimate. 

I am to add that no expenditure whatever has as yet been incurred under this 

head. 

A copy of this letter has been forwarded to the Office of Works. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[ 30963 ] 


No. 131. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Hohler . 

(No. 18.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , September 23, 1907. 

JURISDICTION over foreigners in Abyssinia: refer to your telegram No. 26 of 
the 6th instant and despatch No. 43 of the 19th ultimo. 

We consider Sir J. Harrington’s plan to be preferable. 


i 
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T 31115 ] 


No. 132. 


Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di Sail GiulianO. 


Your Excellency. t? • r\** 

WITH reference to my note to Count Bosdari ofTe 2lh jSSST.? 190 7‘ 
correspondence respecting the defence of the foreign WatE at Adis lbefa T hZ 

2^23-ViES 

•““f t r b i snoh “ isbt fo!i ™ the aB ““ l " 

these recommendations *° • sub f it 

^‘L 1 jx’z&r* ia 

re.pecti™ Go™,.™,. „„ ™" °' 

jitssricsfiaaitej* 

Excellency’s ears is therefore witoXunLltl™*™* ^ reached ^ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


Inclosure in No. 132. 

Memorandum. 

1 .- 1 .. the Emperor Menelek has lately begun to build on the hill 

- * p '° i “ tion i ° “« 

fiSFA'Ui 2ZS5. °L EJiLE, Mr sss sss s 

As such disorders are, in the opinion of competent authorities almost certain + n 

know! ml, 18 4 *°+* , ™P° rtant . that sucJl measures should be taken, and, moreover the 
knowledge that the Legations are m a state of defence will act as a deterrent to 

the '™ n I " e ™* * ~ ™‘ b '“ k *** oa 

The measures which it is desirable to take are as follows 

KMasssS, 1 ' tte ““ *° *■» •< 


(a.) Thirty rifles with 16,000 rounds of ammunition. 

(6 ) One machine gun with 10,000 rounds of ammunition. 

/ /% i Hi -__i a 


(c.) Material for wire entanglements, 
(d.) A supply of sandbags. 

(e.) A supply of powder for fougasses. 


duis to * is ° r s 

Europe “” “J u! 

4. The Bead of each Mission should receive discretionary power to expend a sum 
not exceeding 5,0001. in enlisting the support of a local Chief fo? the protection of Th^ 
Legations and foreign residents, should such a step be necessary. P f ™ 
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These measures represent the minimum of the precautions which should Re taken. 
As regards the cost of putting these measures into execution, it is estimated that, 
so far as His Majesty’s Legation is concerned, 15,000!. would be required for this 
purpose, exclusive of the 5,000!. to be used to obtain the support of a Cluet. 

Foreign Office , September 23, 1907. 


[31115] No - 133 ' 

Sir Edward Grey to M. Camion* 

Y ""l E H?VE r ;te honour to inform ,ou that fn'S’ M ’StaSUSt it ‘Sian 

ax r-asar** r 

Adis Abeba against a possible anti-foreign outbreak following upon the death of t e 
Emperor Menelek, and inquired whether His Majesty’s Government would be prepared 
to draw up a scheme of defence for submission to the Governments concemed. 

His Majesty's Government expressed their willingness to undertake this d y„ 
and instructed Sir J. Harrington, their Minister at Adis Abeba, who possesses a 
military training and a thorough knowledge of the local conditions of Abyssinia based 

011 a I°lmvc n P ow < the C iiono P ur ^Transmit to you herewith a Memorandum showing the 
measures recommended by Sir ,T. Harrington for the defence of ^ Legtions.Und 
to request that you will he good enough to submit them to your Government, 
and that I may be favoured in due course with any observations which they may 

have to offer on the subject. . , f ih 

A similar Memorandum has been forwarded to the Representatives of the other 

Powers who maintain Legations at Adis Abeba. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[30382] No * 134 - 

. Sir Edward Grey to Sir F, Bertie • 

(No. 533.) Foreign Office , September 23, 1907. 

IN a conversation which recently took place between His Majesty s Cnarg^ 
d’Affaires at Adis Abeba and M. Klobukowski, the latter promised to acquaint 
Mr. Hohler with the lines laid down by his Government for him to follow m the 
matter of the pending Franco-Abyssinian Commercial lreaty, but stated that the 
other questions on which he was occupied, such as that of the French Itailw y 
Company were still under negotiation, and that he was therefore unable to give any 
deZrfnformation concerning them. M. Klobukowski added that his Government 
were kept fully informed of everything that passed, and that he presumed that they 
were in communication with His Majesty’s Government as to his proceedings 

It will be within vour Excellency’s recollection that, in the course of a conversa¬ 
tion which Sir J. Harrington had with M. Klobukowski in Paris last February, it was 
agreed that His Majesty’s and the French Representatives at Adis Abeba should keep 
each other thoroughly informed of their respective proceedings (see inclosure in your 
Excellency’s despatch No. 101, Confidential, of the 23rd February), and such a course 
is* more over, rendered obligatory on both by Article 10 of the Tripartite Agreement of 

ttl ° Z Klobukowski’s presumption that the French Government are in communica¬ 
tion with His Majesty’s Government as to the progress of the negotiations ^ which he 
is engaged is, as your Excellency is aware, erroneous, and I have aecsoidin ly to 
request vou to take ail opportunity of expressing to M Picbon, in the most frie y 
manner,*their hope that the French Representative at Adis A-beba will in future bear 
in mind, in his relations with His Majesty’s Cliargd d’Affaires, the obligations imposed 

* Also to Count Metternich and M. Poklewsi-Koziell t See No * 132 * 
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upon him by the above-quoted Article of the Tripartite Agreement and by his verbal 
understanding with Sir J. Harrington, which is a simpler and more coTvJnient 

«>« (wo Governments 

I am, &c. i 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[3H15] No. 135. 

6g ^ Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Hohler. 

Sir 

"WTTTT ToWvrm j , . -r Foreign Office , September 23, 1907. 

,, WITH reference to your despatch No. 31 and previous correspondence relative to 
the defence of the Foreign Legations at Adis Abebi, I transmTtoyou Te„Scop? 

5th thettiL^r 1 8lr J ' ^ a i mngt ° n ’* embodying the scheme winch, by agreement 
^ f nment ’ h . e 'T as instructed to prepare for their consideration 
I have forwarded a copy of this despatch to the Treasury, strongly urging that 
the sum necessary to enable His Majesty’s Government to carry out their 3 of this 
scheme should be provided without delay. * p 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) B. GREY. 


[31115] No. 136. 

Foreign Office to Office of Works. 

k’ wTmTT r I . Foreign Office, September 23, 1907. 

iT fere f Ce . j? correspondence relative to the construction of a new 

Legation house at Adis Abeba, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to 

1 ° r h T Wlth copy ° f a le 1 tter which he has caused to be addressed toZe 
Treasury,t forwarding copy of a despatch from Sir J. Harrington, relative to 

!pitl! C F°M h ' f ? F ® lg r Logatl0ns> and ur S in S the provision of the funds necessary 
in thifwoS Ma]eStjr 8 Government defray their share of the expenses involved 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[30951] No. 137. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

^ 1T ’ T A MJ* 1 11 o , Foreign Office, September 2 4,1907. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies 
of correspondence respecting the detention by Shum Agarne Desta, the Abyssinian 
Chief of Adigrar, of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wigley, British subjects, who had entered 
Abyssinian territory from Asmara without obtaining from the Abyssinian authorities 
the permission which all persons visiting that country are obliged to possess.! 

You will observe from Sir E. Egerton’s despatch No. 109 of the 20th June and 
Mr. des Graz’ No. 145 of the 12th September that the Italian Government, while thev 
^urnisned the authorities of Erythrsea with instructions in the sense desired by 
His Majesty s Government, have expressed the opinion that, in view of the rights 
which British subjects enjoy in Abyssinia by Treaty, it is inopportune officially to 
recognize an obligation on their part to obtain special permission from the Abyssinian 
authorities to enter that country, though in practice it is still necessary to do this. 

They accordingly propose that some arrangement should be come to by the 
Bowers whose territory is contiguous to Abyssinia with a view to lay down a uniform 

n -m? 0 ' 128 ' t N °- 13a t Nos. 52, 73, and 125. 

[l&uyj 2 JF 3 
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rule of procedure to be followed in such cases, and they consider that to attaini this 
obiect the Treaty rights of Great Britain in this matter should he rigorously enforced. 

3 ^MaeS’s Government have never, so far as Sir E. Grey is aware BUggestedor 
admitted that the Abyssinian Government have any right to demand that, before 
^nWinp- thmr territory British subjects should obtain special permission to do so, but 

of the right conferred on him by Treaty would lead to an incident such as the one 
which haf given rise to this correspondence. In present circumstances, therefore, the 
only practical course to pursue is to discourage British subjects, as far as possible, fr 

ol option th.IUuch. state of 

is bi-lily unsatisfactory, and that he would accordingly be glad to be to 
views of the Earl of Elgin as to whether His Majesty's Government would do well to 
adont the su^estion of the Italian Government by concerting with them, and with t e 
French and Soudanese Governments, with the object of reaching a satisfactory solution 

of this question. j am> &c . 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[32180] No - m 

International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company to Sir Edward Grey.- 

(Received September 26.) 

<a;_ 34, Clement’s Lane, London, September 25, 1907. 

' WE regret that statements of a grave character which have reached vdgnj the 
past few days leave us no alternative but again to addr y assistance of 

Ethiopian Railway, and to appeal to you respectfully u ur^ 7 interesta w hich are 
His Majesty’s Government in the protection of British commercial intere 
seriously imperilled by the action of the French Government and ^ we have ^a 
to believe, of the Abyssinian Government acting at the instigation ot 

G ° V WeTre credibly informed that M. Klobukowski, the Envoy ^ordmary^f the 

M ' A The d obji"’wUh which M. Klobukowski and the French- Government ^are 

endeavouring to obtain the cancellation of the Concession “ ® ” . ’ asgetg in w hi c h 
the Ethiopian Railway Company into bankruptcy, and thus to dest y ’ d ried 

the British shareholders whom we represent have acquired such important 

inte What are the means which M. Klobukowski has *Z°Tt*y rth 

proposal to the Emperor Menelek we are, ot course, not ™ A a ,.P°^X lLes us no 
absolute certainty, but information which has reached us from Adis Abeta, leaves us 
room to doubt that M. Klobukowski has made use of grave misrepresentations both as 
to our past actions and as to the objects we have sought to attain. 

Our agents further inform us-and to this we desire to direct C^neror Mene ek 
-that the British Representative at Adis Abeba has “/ or X m !t rP iX we need 
that his instructions are to support the French demands without re' • ® rftd 

not point out to you that a communication of this kind 7 ° uld P task of 

influence on the mind of the Emperor, and would greatly facilitate the task ot 

M ' K W?w°sh once to disclaim any desire or intention to challenge or criticize the 
general Dolicy of bis Majesty’s Government in relation to Abyssiuia, but we would 
venture very respectfully to invite you to consider whether instructions of the character 
SS to commit Hi, M.je.t,’, Gov„n„« to th e .pp, .™l 

Support of measures and methods which are not only objectionab e m themselves, 
but are seriously prejudicial to legitimately acquired British commercial interests. 

BeforeTroce P eding to a statement, as brief as the circumstances permit, of the 
grounds on which we base our appeal for the assistance and protection of is j y 
Government, we would venture to give a brief outline of the position of the railway 

enterprise, and of our relation to it* 
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, £ he Concession originally granted by the Emperor Menelek in 1894 was not granted 
to a French concessionaire but to M. Alfred Ug, a Swiss gentleman in the sefvTce of 

Frei^h 1 P Bnd r tb^ Tth^r stlpulated tbat _ the Company to be formed by M. Ilg should be 
Fiench and, though the Company was m fact registered in Paris, the Emperor has publicly 

!’ 8 m . tentl0 , n 1,1 granting the Concession was that it should be worked as a 
commercial enterprise and not as an instrument of political control. With this object a 
special source of income was provided in Articles 9 and 10 of the Concession to Si? 
tate the raising of the capital required for the construction and maintenance of the line 
Therev asnothing in the Concession to limit the enterprise to French capital, and, in 
fact, sufficient French capital was not forthcoming 1 . 

•ivr?- aS "f circul " stances that ’ after careful consideration of the commercial 
possibilities of the line as the future trunk line of the southern provinces of Abyssinia, 

and m reliance on Articles 9 and 10 of the Concession just referred to, we determined 
to lend our financial support to the enterprise. It is true that at an early stage political 
considerations began to make their influence felt, but, in pursuing a course based on tho 
essentially commercial character of the railway, we believed we were acting not only in 
accordance with the declared wishes of the Emperor Menelek, but in harmony with the 
pohey of His Majesty s Government as publicly declared as recently as April 1905 by the 
British Representative at Adis Abeba, and also in harmony With an important influential 

section of public opinion in France, including the great majority of French shareholders 
m the Company. 

In the various communications we have from time to time had the honour to 
address to your predecessors we have repeatedly stated that, while pursuing the legiti¬ 
mate commercial objects which were naturally our main concern, we entertained the 
hope that we might contribute in Abyssinia towards the harmony of British and 
French interests which both Governments were desirous of securing in their relations in 
all parts of the world. 

The first intimation we received that His Majesty’s Government was not disposed 
to object to the more direct intervention of the French Government in the affairs of 
the Ethiopian Railway Company was contained in the letter which we had the honour to 
receive from you dated the 12 th January, 1906, and we immediately adjusted our 
course of action to the declaration therein contained, and within a fortnight of that 
date intimated to the Ethiopian Railway Company that we were desirous of co-operating 
with the other shareholders of the Railway Compnny, and of “ placing our services at the 
disposal of the French Government in order to assist them to arrive at a solution 
which they may deem satisfactory to their interests, and which we naturally wish 
should be equally compatible with the interests of ourselves and all the other share- 
holders.” 

The above extract is from a letter we had the honour to communicate to you on 
the 30th January, 1906, and we venture to think that we could not have expressed in 
any more explicit manner our frank and loyal acceptance of the changed circumstances, 
the existence of which was intimated to us in your letter of the 12 th January already 
referred to, subject always, of course, to the safeguarding of the interests wc represent, 
which had been acquired on the basis of the commercial character of the Ethiopian 
Railway enterprise. 

We do not propose to recapitulate the events which have occurred since January 
1906, but beg to refer you to the letters which we have addressed to you from time to 
time, more particularly to that of the 22 nd June, 1907, in which we explained at 
some length how the present French Minister for the Colonies was seeking to destroy 
the value of the very securities which we had taken at the instance of his 
predecessor. 

We will now endeavour to state as succinctly as possible the grounds on which 
we respectfully claim that we are entitled to the assistance and protection of the commercial 
interests we represent. 

It has been said that we have invested our capital in an enterprise which has proved 
unsuccessful, and that we must bear the consequences without seeking relief through the 
good offices of His Majesty’s Government. 

It has further been said that we cannot legitimately claim the intervention of His 
Majesty’s Government unless it can be shown that we have been unfairly treated as 
compared with the French shareholders. With this latter point we have dealt in our 
letter of the 26th April last, to which we would beg to refer you. But we would further 
venture very respectfully to submit that His Majesty’s Government is not precluded from 
intervention on behalf of British subjects unjustly treated by a foreign Government 
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because subjects of that foreign Government are simultaneously subjected to similar 

unjust treatment against which they have protested. A ntAi*nrise which 

J As to the former contention that, having ventured our capital in an . 

has proved unsuccessful, we must accept the consequences, we would submit the follow g 

observation:— _ 

We are still of opinion that, as a commercial enterprise, the Ethiopian Railway 
Company possesses the elements of success, but if it has failed to 

i,.,L it has been deprived of its commercial character by the action ot the u re c 
Govemmen^ ImmeStely on our becoming aware that 

bv the French Government were supported bv His Majesty s Governme 7 

accepted The new situation with all S consequences, but we 

dealing with a civilized and friendly Government our claims to just and equitab e 

been realized, but^that on the contrary the French Government has no hesitated to 
take advantage of the situation created by its own action fJobTecTof ££ 

entirelyThe°intere^s^^ir'ed* by*firittah investors inThe Ethiopian Railway Company 

for doubt th.l the “ 

determined to prevent a scheme of reconstruction by secWording 
faillite ”) of the Company. Other means having failed, M. Klobukowski has, accoraing 

ST information^ bl/instructed by his Government to 

to cancel the Concession for the purpose of bringing about the bankruptcy 

C ° m A 8 n we have said, we do not in any way seek to challenge or criticize the policy of 
His Majesty’s Government in recognizing the French character o e me rom Ji 
to Adis Abeba, and as the interests acquired by a group of British capitalists 1 
Ethiopian Railway are regarded by the French Government as inconsistent with the 
maintenance of the French character of the line we have been and still are willing to 
cede those interests either to the French Government or to a financial 

&r.in G =r.”‘ stfiS -* 

Government Departments, is neither fair nor reasonable, and can, indeed, scarce y e 
d " 0 $?££Tt submit that, in .greeing th.t the line bet.een Jibuti! nnOlAdb 

aUemative^'buT to Jeg respectfully that you wilHreat « a pS 

which a large amount of British capital has been subsenbed 

® We have, <xc. 

The International Ethiopian Railway Trust and 
Construction Company (Limited), 

(Signed) OCHS BROTHERS, 
v Managing Directors . 
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[ 32291 ] 


No. 139. 


Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received September 26 ) 

(No. 28.) ’ 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

ETHIOPIAN Railway. Ad '* Abeba ’ 8e P tember 26 > 19 °7. 

No. SaftyM 7 * 6tter t0 Mr MaUet ° f the 20th ultimo and m y despatch 

tb°e“!3»&"of tKld*c’ del “ 7 TS »%mn < ou™menT 

M sk=u* 5 tM s^rsusr 

the^EmnTror^whfeh 116 T C “ m P an ^. hen formed, to negotiate its contract with 
Comply h Ch ’ h ^ modlficatiotls > resemble that of the old 

«rtiA^K^ a dl£2! a ‘ ^ Under8t °° d that the C °mpany ^d obtained 

at int6n ^ ed r tUniing . by the NUe almost ^mediately, but now means to be 

at Direwada, in order to supervise arrangements, towards the end of nexTZTth 


[ 32292 ] No. 140. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received September 27.) 

(No. 29.) 

JURISDICTION Ad ™ ^ebi, September 26, 1907. 

^ismoming I communicated to M. Klobukowski the sense of your telegram 

the lLn f oh th Onv 3rd mS T nt ’ * hS undertook to make a further communicatim to 
, e y re n °h .®o ve rnment, so that an understanding with the British Government 

. ? h b , e arrl J od at b y i-bem. He had communicated with them on the subject when 
he heardmy doubts as to the views of His Majesty’s Government. He, however Sd 
that, in his opinion, the affair was one that did not come into the range of subjects 

revfsTf C J ‘ th ° Trl , P! ?n tlte freemen t, since, if he obtained this Concession, in the 
revised Commercial Treaty, we could, if we chose, always take advantage of Hbv 

dause: 011 the other h “ d * * we did DOt mean ^ 


[ 32195 ] No. 141. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received September 26.) 

(No. 30.) 

Mt^No. 28. Ad ‘ S Abeb “’ September 26 ’ 19 ° 7 - 

■Pmr,^ lsht / n b - e i S for “ ed ° f - the terms of M Kiobukowski’s arrangement with the 

commit f E ^? U « nc 7 », correct in surmising that his Government have 

communicated it to His Majesty s Government. 
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[32195] No - 142 - 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Hohler. 

(No. 19.) Foreign Office, September 26, 1907. 

(M 1£lAskf» t. 7=ur but .h« 

No information has reached us [ r received instructions were sent to 

telegram to Mr. Mallet of the “ Government the hope that for the future 

SE ™ S— - *A- Prooeeti^. 


[30963] 


No. 143. 


Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 


SIB EDWARD GREY ^ U to ^It^ 

in continuation of his communication of the ^ inform his Exce llency that 

jurisdiction over Europeans in Abyssinia, has t h Governm6 nt no intimation 

His Majesty’s Government between them and 

that the Commercial Treaty, which 18 n °J , . P tion 80 f ar as French subjects are 

the Abyssinian Government wiil regulate this to^ ^ Qn behalf of the French 

concerned. M. Klobukowski, who g S , g ch 6 d’Affaires in conversation 

the right of Cons«l» jomdiotiou over treuch 

**£ t further 

Majesty’s Government share the view of the Government, to try cases in 

oi a European magistrate, to be paid by Abj < thi8ques tion which is preferable 

which Europeans are concerned, is a method otsmvmg 4 
to the introduction of Consular jurisdiction into Abyssm . 

Foreign Office, September 26, 1907. 


130319] No 144 ‘ 

Fmijn Ojfire u wr~ri.»l Bttfopta M~> l** 

Foreign Office , September 26, 1907. 

G “tS directed by Secret,,, Si, Edw.rel^*^55 

letter of the iitb in.taut rencmng^niu l0 ohtei „ f.om them » 

make representations to the Ab y 8 ® , , ilwav station of Dire Dawa and of the 

tion of your rights as mortgagees of the e ?J cted by tbe Abyssinian authorities. 

f tzftrs : tW”» 

25S “S.t a «.“‘on“r otherwise the. b, repre*,.ting the bet. of the 

ShSnheXmdS.S'lppeer., in A opinio, of Si, B. Grey, to be open to 

them. X am, &c. 

T.OTTT8 MALLET. 


77 


115 


[32204] No. 146. 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 

(No. 469.) 

Sir, Paris , September 25, 1907. 

THE Minister for Foreign Affairs being absent from Paris, I called to-day on the 
Political Director of the Quai d’Orsay, and spoke to him to the effect of your 
instructions to me of the 23rd instant, and I showed to him the Article 10 of the 
Tripartite Agreement of the 13th December, 1906, referred to in your despatch. 

M. Louis told me that down to the present there was nothing worth com¬ 
municating to His Majesty’s Government. M. Klobukowski was endeavouring to 
find out the basis on which the Emperor Menelek would be prepared to treat in 
regard to the railway; When this had been ascertained the French Government 
would consider whether the conditions were such as they could offer either to the 
existing Company, for which an official liquidator had been appointed, or to some 
other Syndicate to be formed for the purpose. M. Louis, however, undertook, at my 
request, to suggest to M. Pichon to remind M. Klobukowski of the terms of Article 10 
of the Tripartite Agreement, and to keep Mr. Hohler informed of his communications 
with the Emperor, and request the French Ambassador in London to give explana¬ 
tions to you of the French Agent’s pourparlers in regard to the railway question. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


[32377] No. 146. 

Treasury to Foreign Office.—(.Received September 28.) 

Sir, Treasury Chambers , September 27, 1907. 

THE Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury have had before them 
Sir F. Campbell’s letter of the 21st instant, transmitting a copy of a despatch of the 
10th instant from Sir John Harrington, His Majesty’s Minister in Abyssinia, recom¬ 
mending an expenditure of not more than 15,000/. by this country on a scheme whereby 
the European Legations at Adis Abeba would be built in the same quarter north of the 
Kabana River, with rifle-proof walls, and would be provided with arms, ammunition, 
provisions, &c., to resist mob attacks—the Head of each Legation to be given in addition 
discretionary power to spend 5,000/. in enlisting the support of a local Chief for the 
protection of Europeans and the Legations. 

As Secretary Sir Edward Grey has already communicated this scheme to the Italian 
Ambassador at this Court and to the Representatives of the other Powers interested, my 
Lords, who have already expressed—on the 4th and 26th December last—their general 
views on the principle of Sir J. Harrington’s proposals, will await a further communica¬ 
tion from the Secretary of State informing this Board of the replies received from the 
Powers and of the prospect of that concerted action which would be required to insura 
the aggregation of the Legations in the same quarter. 

Should such concerted action prove feasible, their Lordships do not contemplate 
any extra expenditure on rebuilding the British Legation beyond the sum of 5,000/., 
which (vide the inclosed copy of the Treasury letter of the 6th March last to the 
Office of Works, sanctioning the 1907-1903 Estimate for Diplomatic and Consular 
Buildings) is provided at p. 30 of the current Estimates for Civil Services in respect 
of the (total) cost of erecting a new Legation house at Adis Abeba. But the 
remaining services for arms and provisions, &c., would, if sanctioned, form a charge on 
the Vote for Diplomatic and Consular Services administered by the Foreign Office, with 
whom it would rest— 

1. To ascertain from the War Office the actual cost of the arms and ammunition, &c., 
suggested by Sir John Harrington; and 

2. To submit a detailed estimate of the provisions required, and of the period for 
which (subject to turn-over by current consumption) such provisions would keep in the 
Abyssinian climate without deterioration. 



As regards the discretionary power to pay 5,000/. on emergency in order to enlist 
the protection and support of a local Chief, my Lords need hardly add that any indica¬ 
tion of readiness to pay such a sum is calculated to insure the emergency arising. 

A copy of this letter is being sent to the Office of Works. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT CHALMERS. 


Inclosure in No. 146. 

Treasury to Office of Works. 

Sir, Treasury Chambers , March 6, 1907. 

I AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint 
you that they have approved, at a total of 101,480/. gross, and 100,700/. net, the Estimate 
for 1907-1908 for Diplomatic and Consular Buildings, which accompanied the letter 
from your Department of the 1st ultimo. 

My Lords have provided a sum of 5,000/. in the Estimate for the erection of a new 
Legation house at Adis Abeba, as arranged since the Estimate was submitted, on the 
understanding that this sum represents the full extent of the liability of His Majesty’s 
Government for this service, and that no further provision on account of it will be 
sought. 

The retention of the figure for the revised total Estimate for the new Embassy 
house at Madrid, which was included by you in the draft estimate, must not be regarded 
as committing their Lordships in any way to such revision, whose views on the subject 
have been expressed in the letter from this Department of the 27th ultimo. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER RUNCIMAN. 


[32778] No. 147. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 

(No. 31.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , September 29, 1907. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 18 of the 23rd instant: Railway. 

The French Minister told me he had received instructions from his Government 
not to communicate to me his negotiations until after their conclusion, otherwise he 
said modifications might subsequently be introduced, so that the information he had 
previously given me would be incorrect, and might thus cause misunderstandings. 

I suggested that he could inform me of the modifications also, and then asked for 
information about the Arrangement which he had told me had already been signed. 

The Minister then told me that although, as far as he or the Emperor Menelek 
were concerned, he considered it finished, yet this Arrangement also was not yet fully 
concluded, that he was awaiting the assent of his Government to it and that, according 
to his instructions, he was therefore unable to communicate its terms to me. Until 
the liquidation of the old Company was accomplished nothing in fact could be regarded 
as really concluded. In the event of the proceedings dragging on at great length, he 
had advised his Government to have recourse to a forced bankruptcy instead of judicial 
liquidation. I gathered that the Arrangement depends upon the possibility of finding 
a new financial combination ready to replace the old Company on the terms agreed 
upon by himself and the Emperor Menelek. 

Our conversation was extremely friendly, but I told him that I considered his 
instructions were by no means in accord with Article 10 of the Agreement of the 
13th December, 1906. 


[3278? I No. 148. 

(No. 22.) Mr ' “ Sir Or Octo i„ 1.) 

(Telegraphic.) p. 

t! Y J eleg f m , N P ; 31 ? f 29th instant. ^ 8e P tember 29, 1907. 

construction of t^raUwaV?remarked ° f , pr f °7 fiin g money for the further 

tho 1^^ December, 1.906, ^foods were notto besubruitted’t^"^ ° f of 

.here war neyertheleas nothing to prevent their £££££•' 
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(No. 33.) Mr ‘ Hohler t0 Sir Edward Grey-—{Received October 1.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

egotiations. ahonld be oo„„„, icattd either „ m , 
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(No. 34.) Mt ‘ HMer t0 8ir Edward Grey.-{ Received October 1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 
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mentioned this question to me and the German r ^ Utly m0 .hot he had only 
spoke about it to the latter, with theResult Yesterda 7 he again 

yesterday and informed him that he was* entirJvf^ the ItaIl .an Chargd d’Affaires 
French Minister, and said that only His mSv’n ft 00 " 1 Wlth the views of the 

° n —“ ” f 

iVteS 8 T , W ^ ether it ac cords with the ^riSe of" the® dis0rder * though I 

integnty, but I venture to think that the Vrenr& m - •* ?**J ntena noe of Abyssinian 
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[32913] 


No. 152. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 3.) 


gj r Downing Street , October 2, 1907. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Els^in. to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 24th ultimo, and to inform you that he concurs in Sir Edward Grey s proposal to 
act in concert with the French, Italian, and Soudanese Governments with a view 
to the solution of the question of the procedure to be adopted in the case of foreigners 


desiring to enter Abyssinia. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) C. P. LUCAS. 


[32987] No * 153 - 

Mr. Lister to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 4.) 

(No. 484.) Pam, October 2, 1907. 

WHEN I saw the Minister for Foreign Affairs this morning, I alluded to the 
question of jurisdiction over French citizens in Ethiopia, and mentioned the rumours 
which had reached the Italian Government to the effect that the matter was to be 
treated of and settled in the Commercial Treaty now being negotiated between 1 ranee 

and ^iop a^ gaid that ^ k a(i no t as far as he could remember seen anything to 

that effect in the recent correspondence. He admitted, however, that having been 
absent from Paris, he had not followed the matter very closely, and suggested my 
speaking to M. Soulange-Bodin. The latter did not prove to be much better acquainted 
with the subject than the Minister, but made inquiry of the Competent Department. 

My impression is that there may be some truth in the rumours which have 
reached the Italian Government. The question, M. Soulange-Bodin said on his return 
from the Abyssinian Department, was one which had been studied for years, and 
which would shortly become very much more urgent in view of the great influx into 
Ethiopia of Frenchmen, which would no doubt ensue upon the termination ol the 
railway line. M. Klobukowski had received general instructions to do all m his 
power to find a solution, and had latterly expressed the opinion that French citizens 
in Ethiopia should be placed under Consular jurisdiction. No precise instructions 
had been given to M. Klobukowski as to the form which the settlement of the question 
was to take, and M. Soulange-Bodin said that he certainly had no information to the 
effect that the matter formed part of the negotiations in connection with the 
Commercial Treaty. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) REGINALD LISTER. 


{33065] 


No. 154. 


Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 5.) 

j^°‘ Adis Abeba, September 7, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to you herewith copy of a note which has been 
addressed to me by the Italian Charg6 d’Affaires, on the subject of a gold-prospectmg 
Concession, obtained from the Emperor Menelek by an Italian subject named 


You will perceive that Signor Prasso gave an option on this Concession to one 
Ydlibi, whose name will not be unknown to you, who is believed to be a British 
subject, and handed him the original Concession for examination. . . , _ 

The period of the option expired on the 1st August, but Ydlibi is absent from 

this country, and has not yet returned the Concession. 
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I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 

srrt“h°rt. n E™ bem ji. su f' ow for *i“‘ - pr,,,r»nd£Lu? 

th him to Europe, where he is presumably endeavouring to dispose of it. 

_ T. B. H. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 154, 

^Translation.) C °“”' C ° Ui l ° Mr ' Hohler ’ 

Zl Lt h "r 1° brin * “ SSL 

SLSS'iSSr* ■*”"* Mr - H “ sib Tdbbb * ““ “ 

with ^ eC T be / , 1906 S i gnor Albert0 Prasso entered into a contract 

t f b for the delivery of a Concession the property of Signor Prasso 

of which 1 transmit a copy herewith. The time which had Len agreed upon in the 

ied° n S Ct M by v^- h tb t P arties a Sreed to be reciprocal bo3, hav£ 

witWnthe ir^rribe j 1 ? a*™* * ulfilled the conditions stipulated in the contract 
withm the prescribed time. Signor Prasso considers himself released from all obli^a 

fthSTTadvt^^ Ydlibi ’ and Cautions kimmMt itomhke any me" 

f d ° f tb £ contract concluded between them, or of the Concession 

^ Mr ° f r lg f,° r Fras l°>°! ^hich, also, I transmit a copy to you ’ 

contract r,fp lbl ba ^ furtbe _ r ' * n ^ ad carried away with him the original of the 
PrSrof whLhX'form^th betwcen thf ' Emperor Menelek II and Signor Alberto 

Serstandinl^bit hl Z m ^ COm f P° s ? essed > for P“poses of examination, upon the 
ZfTZ f retUra,t Sl S nor p rasso demands its immediate restitu- 

caused by tWelay! 11118 ^ ^ " S ° aim dama 8 es from Mr - Ydm for the loss 

^ would- be grateful if you would be kind enough to examine the present 
complamt, which I have the honour to represent to you. ^ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. COLLI, Charge'd'Affaires. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 154. 

Concession for Prospecting for Gold granted by the Emperor Menelek II to 

/riy . , Signor Alberto Prasso. 

(Translation.) . 

The Lion of the Tribe, &c., 

* ac t c °rdance with your request for a Concession, empowering you to prospect 

01 &. lve y? u a P er mit for the duration of three years. 

Ihe localities in which the prospecting may be pursued are the following : from 
tfle source of the Gongi as far as the River Juba and along the Juba to the Shankalla 
country, and along the left of the Gongi to the country of Yambo. 

0 n ^J°/ d A “ T h . ich N the prospecting must be carried out is three years from 
1 ® 9 J (Abyssinian); and if you find gold mines or mines of p-ecious stones 
within that time, another contract will be concluded. 

You must have no disputes with the inhabitants of the country, and vou must 
have recourse to the Chief of the country for justice. 7 

for Sta? ‘ be 1 Wffl n °‘ “ k * J0 “ >*» mo ™ th “ «“»» W 

Made in Adis Abeba, 5 Thar, 1897. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 154. 


Agreement between Mr. Ydlibi and Signor Prasso , dated December 3, 1906. 


PAR le present M. Alberto Prasso declare ceder tous droits k lui accordds par la 
Concession datde du 5 Thar, 1897, a Mr. Hassib Ydlibi, reprdsentant de 1 Eastern 
Development Syndicate (Limited) pour la somme de 50,000 fr., somme qui hu rera 
pay6e apr6s favorable rapport de l’expert ou des experts envoyfe par le Synd'cat pour 
constater Pexistence de l’or et s’il y a profit a l’exploiter. Tel rapport devra 5tre donn6 

dans un d61ai de sept mois a partir du l er Janvier, 1907. ... 

Apr5s ce delai, si aucun rapport n’est donne, alors les deux parties seront fibres 

de tout engagement. „ . , , ,, 

En outre M. Prasso s’engage moyennant un salaire de 300/. par an d accompagner 

les experts et leur faire visiter la locality ou les locality comprises dans sa Concession 
et d&ifmdes par lui sur une carte aujourd’hui remise k Mr. Ydlibi et aussi k toute 
autre locality que les experts desireraient visiter dans le but de ddcouvrir des mdtaux 

Pr6C Au X d6but des operations de l’exploitation, la Compagnie prendra M. Prasso k son 
service pour une p^riode de sept ans moyennant 500/. par an, la Compagme se r6servant 
le droit d’employer M. Prasso a tel service qu’elle jugerait propre. 

Mr. Hassib Ydlibi, reprSsentant l’Eastern Development Syndicate (Limited), 

accepte la dite cession aux conditions susmentionn^es. 


En foi de quoi le present a 6t6 fait en double, pour servir aux parties. 


Lu et signd aujourd’hui, 3 Ddcembre, 1906. 


Tdmoins: 

(Sign6) BALDAS8AR. 

Nicolas. 


(Signd) H. YDLIBI. 

A. PRASSO. 


[33066] No. 165 - 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received October 5.) 

(No. 46.) Abeba , September 9, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith a summary of an interesting 
Report which I have just received from Mr. Zaphiro, the Southern Frontier Inspector, tor 

transmission to the Government of British East Africa. 

I have telegraphed to Colonel Hayes-Sadler Mr. Zaphiro’s suggestion as to 
restricting the entry ot Europeans and other foreign traders into the frontier 
district pending the settlement of the boundary, as it appears to be founded on 

sound ^ a v ^® s r ‘ awn the attention 0 f the Italian Chargd d’Affaires to the matter of the 
cartridges brougl.t from Italian soldiers at Lugh, and he explained to me that although 
the authorities spare no pains to prevent such things, it is impossible to do so effectually. 
If some necessity compels ten cartridges to be fired, the men profess they have expended 
100; they will always find some excuse to evade the strict orders that exist on this 
subject. He promised, however, to bring the matter to the serious attention of the 

Benadir authorities. - 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 
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Inclosure in No. 155. 

Summary of Mr. Zaphiro 1 s Report , dated Waye Golbo, August 10, 1907. 

Desirability of Restricting Access to the Frontier District till the Frontier is settled. 

PENDING the settlement of the frontier between British East Africa and 
Abyssinia, it would be desirable to forbid nil traders, who come from Kismayu and 
Nairobi to trade in Borana, i.e. t north of the line, to be in possession of rifles, unless 
they have special permission from the Emperor Menelek; this would help to avoid 
unnecessary disputes with the Abyssinian authorities, who object to see people coming 
irom the south with rifles until the frontier is fixed. The Europeans, and Somalis from 
Nairobi, give me more trouble than the Abyssmians, while they arouse the suspicions ot the 
latter by coming with rifles in the intention of crossing to the north of the line. For 
my part, I believe that the Government should not alio " any one to come here until the 
frontier is settled, and then they can send as many traders as they like. 

Trade Routes to Nairobi and Kismayu. 

With regard to opening a new trade route from here (Golbo) to Nairobi, I have the 
honour to bring to your notice the following facts:— 

Nearly all the produce of Borana and the south, which consists of cattle, goats, 
camels, goatskins, ivory, rhinoceros horns, ostrich feathers, salt, salt mugad, and diglo 
(and a few horses and mules), is exported to Italian territory at Lugh and Bardera for 
the following reasons :— 

The traders buy in Southern Abyssinia (Liban, Arusiland, and Borana) cow ivory, 
ivory under 30 lb., rhinoceros horns, and ostrich feathers, and these objects are 
confiscated from them if they take them to Kismayu, whereas at Lugh and Bardera 
they find a good market for them. 

It is only a twenty days’ journey, without difficulties, from the centre ot the Borana 
country to Lugh or Bardera, whereas it takes thirty days to reach Kismayu, while the 
latter road is said to be infested with tsetse flies during the rainy season. 

The local traders object to go to Kismayu on account of the Ogaden tribes, but this 
seems to be an unfounded fear, as I have never heard of any one being killed by them. 
The real reason is that they cannot sell their cow ivory, &c. 

The country south of the boundary from Dolo (south of the junction of the Dawa 
and Ganale Rivers) southwards to Bardera, thence to El Wak and Wajheir (? Wojjerai, 
thence to Marsabit and on the shores of Lake Rudolph, and from there back, along the 
frontier line to Dolo, are inhabited by the following tribes:— 

1. Gahrri Marro; 

2. Shehash; 

3. Shirmoge; 

4. Gabawin; 

5. Merrihan; 

6. Bon Merrihan; 

7. Digodis; 

8. Y abeinas; 

Many of these tribes are powerful and very rich in cattle. They have, with the 
exception of the Moorihan and Rendille, paid tribute for the last five or eight years to 
the Abyssinians, by whom they were treated in a way which is terrible to relate. They 
were very glad to be delivered from the Abyssinians, and I have controlled them with a 
few soldiers for the last two years without difficulty, on account of the former cruelty of 
the Abyssinians. At first they had no confidence in me, believing I should never be 
able to induce the Abyssinians to leave their country, but now they obey orders most 
readily. 

All the tribes are hostile to one another, especially these, which are Mahommedan, 
for one reason or another, but they are all addicted to trade, and I find the more a tribe 
takes to trade the more friendly does it become towards the other tribes. A trader 
does not go with merely his personal property, but has animals and goods belonging to 
[1509] 2 I 


9. Gahrri, Kuran, and Tuff; 

10. Ajuran; 

11. Sakuye Migo; 

12. Gabras; 

13. Boranas; 

14. Rendille; and 
16. Wattas. 
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other members of his tribe with him, and thus the whole tribe [is concerned in his 
welfare, and in treating well strangers who arrive from the country to which he is gone. 
^Then, if Borana traders go to the Ogaden and vice versd , each party will be treated well 
for the sake of the other; and by thus encouraging trade, I have every hope of allaying 
the bloodshed which at present is so rife. I believe this method will be far more 
effectual than Government interference, which not improbably would further inflame 
their mutual enmity. 

Many of the tribes are anxious to start trade with Nairobi, but are in fear of the 
Sambur and other peoples to the south. On my informing them that His Majesty’s 
Government were trying to open a route from Golbo to Nairobi, they were much 
pleased, and said they would at once start if I could protect them against these tribes. 
I hope in about a month’s time to dispatch a caravan of some thirty Poran and Gahrri 
traders, to whom I shall probably give two of my soldiers as an escort, and I trust they 
will find a good market for their animals, &c., so as to encourage others to follow their 
example, and thus successfully initiate a trade route. 

It would be possible to establish postal communications to Marsabit by two roads, 
one vi& Hurri practicable for mules, on which water could be found every two days, 
taking four or five days; and the other across the waterless Gulgulo Plain, which riding 
camels could traverse in about three days. From Marsabit the post would go to 
Rumuruti, and thence to Nakuru or Nairobi. The whole journey should be done in 
about fifteen days. 

For trade purposes, gold and rupees are useless; Maria Theresa dollars and the 
varieties of cloth known as Mardouf and Amerikani are required. 

A white man has very little chance of trading successfully in these remote parts of 
Africa. He does not know the exact habits of each different tribe, as it is necessary to 
to do, and the natives fear him and are suspicious of him, and cannot believe he is not 
an official come probably to tax them. The time is past when a trader could kill twenty 
to thirty elephants unchecked, or buy a tusk for six cubits of cloth. The natives 
• kuow now the value of every article that is bought and sold in Kismayu, Barawa, or 
Mombasa. 

Companies that desire to do business in these parts should establish themselves in 
the towns, and send native agents into the interior. Indian merchants have been the 
most successful so far, being extremely skilful at bargaining, and having, further, 
remarkable talents for evading the customs, &c., and manage better than any other 
people to export or import articles of a forbidden nature. 

The Somali traders are most unreliable. So long as they are in the towns they 
appear respectable and law abiding, but as soon as they get into the interior they dress 
tnemselves in khaki suits, and pretend to be agents of the British Government, and in 
that capacity bully and oppress the natives. 

For these reasons I consider that neither Companies, nor Indian nor Somali 
traders, should be allowed in this region until a system of control is better established. 


Posts for Controlling the Frontier. 

Dolo, situated at the junction of the Dawa and Ganale, is a suitable place both for 
a fort and market. It is here that the frontiers of British, Italian, and Abyssinian 
territories meet, and *a post here could prevent either the Italian or the Abyssinian 
authorities from exercising influence over our tribes. 

All the tribes south of the Ganale River suffered much from the Abyssinians, who 
came from Borana and Arusiland claiming tribute, cattle-lifting, &c. 

The Sultan of the Gahrri tribe told me that until his people see the British flag 
flying at Dolo they will not believe they are really delivered from the Abyssinians. They 
are ready to pay any taxes so long as they can be sure of this; further, it will be 
suitable for purposes of commerce. 

I am of opinion that, in time, the trade of Ogaden, on the east of the Ganale, 
Arusiland, a part of Liban, and the country west of the Ganale, instead of going to Adis 
• Abeba, is destined to pass through Dolo and Bardera to Kismayu, while part of the 
Borana, Golbo, and Wojheir trade will go to Kismayu, vi& Wojheir, and the eastern 
districts of these countries, and the Rendiile will send their goods to Nairobi. 

At present the trade from the first-mentioned places passes through Dolo to Lugh, 
crossing the Ganale at Worab. A custom-house at Dolo would prevent this, and would 
turn the trade down to Kismayu. A small market has already sprung up there, which 
is attended by considerable numbers of Lugh merchants. 
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The banks of the Ganale and Dawa Rivers, on the British side, are covered with 
cultivation, and there would be no difficulty in getting supplies for the soldiers, who 
should be 100 in number for the first year or two. The Italians have 75 native soldiers at 
Lugh, who are paid 6 to 8 dollars a-month. 

Other two posts should be established, the one in Golbo and the other on the 
shores of Lake Rudolph. 

Golbo wifl be suitable,* as it is in the centre of the line, and well placed for control¬ 
ling the tribes, who come hither during the dry season to water their animals at the wells 
at the root of the Borana highlands. It is also a great elephant centre. At present the 
elephants are extraordinarily abundant (and very fierce) here, and they pass up this way 
in the dry season to the Abyssinian hills for water, where they all get massacred. From 
this post it might be possible to head them back, and so preserve them. For the past 
six or eight years parties of Abyssinian hunters have come down this way, penetrating 
even as far as Marsabit in search of them. They are now rare in Abyssinian territory 
and whenever found there, of whatever age or size, are sure to be killed. 

Practically the same reasons hold good for a post on the shores of Lake Rudolph. 
Here also the elephants need to be turned back to the south when they are migrating 
northwards, and the Abyssinians, especially the hunters, need to be controlled and 
watched. (Neither the Abyssinian nor the Italian authorities exercise any effectual 
control over the elephant killing; although orders are issued spasmodically, they are 
systematically evaded or disregarded.) 

This post also will be valuable for protecting and keeping order among the tribes. 
The Rendiile especially desire it, as until the Abyssinians began to establish themselves 
in that region, they used to take their camels and flocks thither, but now do not venture 
r to do so, both on account of the Abyssinians and also of the Turkhanas (here called 
Samaindiro). 

The shores of the lake are about 2,800 feet in altitude and fairly healthy. 

The shooting should be carefully controlled in British East Africa, so as not to 
drive the elephants northwards to certain destruction in Abyssinia. 

I have just confiscated eight rifles, mainly Gras, from the natives of the south, and 
I was surprised recently to find a man in whose belt were fifty-six Italian cartridges, 
which can be used in Gras rifles. I questioned the man, and he told me they were 
bought from the Italian soldiers of Lugh. I accordingly sent a native to Lugh to see if 
he could buy me some, which he did. 

There are very many rifles in the country east of the Ganale in the possession of 
the natives, who have seized them in the different raids made with the Abyssinians. 
They are reported to be in the habit of selling them to the Ogaden in our territory. 

The Bon Merrihans have some, and refuse to surrender them. They are the only 
tribe over whom I have, so far, been unable to get any control. 


333199] ’ No. 150. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 5.) 

<No. 35.) 

^Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , October 5, 1907. 

REFERRING to your telegram No. 20 of the 1st instant, received to-day, 
M. Klobukowski is pressing the home authorities for the liquidation of the Ethiopian 
Railway Company, in order that a new Company may be formed to replace it, as he 
says this was the first thing demanded by the Emperor Menelek, and that for any 
new arrangement His Majesty, in fact, made it a sine yud non. 

He told me that in the event of the proceedings in the judicial liquidation 
dragging on unduly, he had recommended his Government to pronounce a forced 
bankruptcy instead. On the disappearance of the old Company, it would be necessary 
for the new Company to enter into a fresh contract with the Emperor, but he said that 
this, with the exception of a few slight modifications, would be the same as. the old 
contract. (See my despatch, sent by last bag, No. 54 of the 26th ultimo.) I have no 
information to the effect that he is trying to get the whole Concession annulled. All 
British interests, including, I understand, those of the Trust Company, were, he 
assured me, safeguarded. 


• I understand it is the terminus of the trade route to Marsabit and Nairobi 
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The question of the railway has never been referred by me to King Menelek or 

any of his officials in any way whatsoever. , , . 

If the French Minister could be persuaded to observe more closely the December 

Agreement, I venture to think much trouble might be saved. 


[33262] No. l57 - 

Sir E. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey.—-(Received October 7.) 

Sir° Vienna , September 28, 1907. 

THE Special Abyssinian Mission, the arrival of which I had the honour to report 
in my despatch No. 124 of the 19tli instant, changed their plans, and instead of 
proceeding on to Constantinople stopped at Buda-Pesth, where it remained some da) 8. 
The Mission then returned to Vienna and only left yesterday for Bruck, where some 

industrial establishments will be inspected en route for r talv. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. E. GOSCHEN. 


[32913] No. 168 - 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Gorst. 

^ Foreign Office , October 10, 1907. 

’ I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of correspondence relative to the question 

of the entrance of foreigners into Abyssinia. n 

You will observe that the Italian Government have proposed that the Hovem- 
ments whose territories are contiguous to that country should come to an agreement 
with a view to lay down a uniform rule of procedure to be followed in all cases m 
which the rights of foreigners in this respect may be involved, and that His Majesty 8 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, whom I have consulted as to this suggestion, has 

pronounced himself in favour of its adoption. T 

Before returning a definite reply to the proposal of the Italian Government, I 
should be glad to receive any observations which you may have to offer on the subject 
after consultation with the Government of the Soudan, who are directly interested in 
the satisfactory solution of the question. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[32987] No. 159. 

Sir Edward Grey to M. Cambon. 

SIR EDWARD GREY presents his compliments to the French Ambassador, 
and has the honour to inform his Excellency that, according to reports received from 
His Majesty’s Charg6 d’Affaires at Adis Abeba, the French Special Envoy at the 
Abyssinian Court has stated that he is endeavouring to secure the insertion in the 
Commercial Treaty which he is now engaged in negotiating with the Emperor 
Menelek a clause introducing into that country a system of Consular jurisdiction in 

cases where French citizens are concerned. 

His Majesty’s Minister at Paris learnt, however, from M. Soulange-Bodin, at the 
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, on the 2nd instant, that M. Klobukowski lias 
merely received general instructions to find a solution of this urgent question, and that 
no precise directions have been given to him as to the form which the settlement shall 
take. M. Soulange-Bodin further informed Mr. Lister that he had no information to 
the effect that the matter formed part of the negotiations in connection with the 

Commercial'1 reaty. . 

Sir E. Grey infers from the statements of M. Soulange-Bodin that, so long as this 
question, which is one of equal importance to all Powers who have subjects or citizens 
resident in Abyssinia, is satisfactorily settled, the French Government have no 


i 


* Nos. 52, 78, 125, 187, and 152. 
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preference for its solution by the introduction of Consular jurisdiction rather than in 
any other manner. 

In these circumstances, he would submit to the favourable consideration of the 
French Government an alternative scheme, by which a competent Judge of some 
European nationality should be appointed for Abyssinia, who should be paid by the 
Emperor Menelek as an Abyssinian official, and should try all cases in which 
foreigners are interested. 

Sir E. Grey considers that this mode of solution, which lie has reason to believe 
would be favourably regarded by the Italian Government, has incontestable advantages 
of cheapness and simplicity over any system of Consular jurisdiction, and that it°is, 
moreover, far more likely to be acceptable to the Emperor Menelek. 

Sir E. Grey has the honour to add that the scheme is recommended bv Sir John 
Harrington, who has a long and intimate experience of the local conditions and of the 
character of His Imperial Majesty. 

Foreign Office , October 11, 1907. 


[33199] No. 160. 

Sir Edward Grey to M. Cambon. 

SIR EDWARD GBEY presents his compliments to the French Ambassador, 
and, with reference to his Memorandum of the 6th August, relative to the case of the 
Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company (Limited), has the honour to 
inform his Excellency that, according to reports which have been received from His 
Majesty’s Chargd d’Affaires at Adis Abeba, the French Special Envoy at the Abyssinian 
Court told him on the 26th ultimo that about six weeks previously he had signed with 
the Emperor Menelek an Arrangement on the subject of the Ethiopian Railway, the 
terms of which he was not at liberty to communicate to Mr. Hohler. He stated, 
however, that this arrangement was mainly based on the formation of a new Company, 
which could only be effected after the Tribunal at Paris had pronounced as to the 
liquidation of the original Ethiopian Railway Company. Money for further con¬ 
struction would be derived from an additional tax levied on railway-borne goods. 
M. Klobukowski added that he understood that all the claims of the Trust and 
Construction Company had been satisfactorily met. 

M. Klobukowski subsequently informed Mr. Hohler that he was pressing the 
French Government to expedite the liquidation of the Railway Company in order that 
it might be replaced by the proposed new Company, as the Emperor Menelek had 
made this an indispensable condition of any new contract. He had therefore recom¬ 
mended the French Government to substitute a forced bankruptcy of the Ethiopian 
Railway Company for a judicial liquidation in the event of the proceedings being 
unduly prolonged. M. Klobukowski once more assured Mr. Hohler that all British 
interests, including those represented by the Trust and Construction Company, had 
been safeguarded. 

Sir E. Grey would be grateful it 31. Cambon would be good enough to inform 
him how this matter now stands, and whether M. Klobukowski is right in supposing 
that all British interests connected with the railway, including those represented by 
the Trust and Construction Company, have been safeguarded. 

Foreign Office y October 11, 1907. 


[32987] No. 161. 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuixano. 

SIR EDWARD GREY presents his compliments to the Italian Ambassador, 
and, with reference to his Memorandum of the 26th ultimo, relative to jurisdiction 
over French citizens in Abyssinia, has the honour to inform his Excellency that the 
Acting Political Director at the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed His 
Majesty’s Minister at Paris on the 2nd instant, that though the French Special Envoy 
at Adis Abeba had received general instructions to find a solution of this urgent 
[1509] 2 K 
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question, no precise directions had been given to him as to the form which its 
settlement should take. 

M. Soulange-Bodin further stated to Mr. Lister that he had no information to 
the effect that the matter formed part of the negotiations in connection with the 
Commercial Treaty. 

Sir E. Grey has therefore addressed a Memorandum to the French Ambassador, 
informing his Excellency that he infers from the remarks of M. Soulange-Bodin that, 
so long as this question, which is one of equal importance to all Powers who have 
subjects or citizens resident in Abyssinia, is satisfactorily settled, the French Govern¬ 
ment have no preference for its solution by the introduction of Consular jurisdiction 
rather than in any other manner, and that he therefore submits to their favourable 
consideration the alternative scheme by which cases in which foreigners in Abyssinia 
are interested should be submitted to the judgment of a Magistrate of European 
nationality, paid by the Emperor Menelek. 

Sir E. Grey has pointed out to M. Cambon the incontestable advantages of 
cheapness and simplicity which this scheme offers over any system of Consular 
jurisdiction, and has expressed the opinion that it is far more likely to be acceptable 
to the Emperor Menelek. He has further stated that he has reason to believe that it 
would be favourably regarded by the Italian Government, and that it is recommended 
by Sir John Harrington, who has a long and intimate experience of the local 
conditions and of the character of the Emperor Menelek. 

Foreign Office, October 11, 1907. 


[33199] No. 162. 

Foreign Office to the InternationaI Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company. 



Gentlemen, Foreign Office , October 11, 1907. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 25th ultimo relative to the affairs of the Ethiopian Railway, and to inform 
you that he has again approached the French Government on behalf of the British 
interests involved. 

I am further to state that, on the receipt of your letter, a telegraphic inquiry was 
addressed to His Majesty’s Charge d’AfFaires at Adis Abeba as to the truth of the 
report which has reached you to the effect that the French Special Envoy at the 
Abyssinian Court is endeavouring to induce the Emperor Menelek to cancel the 
Concession granted to M. Ilg in 1894, and that Mr. Hohler has replied that he has no 
knowledge of any such attempt on the part of M. Klobukowski. 

With regard to the statement contained in your letter that His Majesty’s Charge 
d’Affaires had informed the Emperor Menelek that his instructions were to support 
the French demands without reserve, I am to inform you that no such instructions 
were ever issued to Mr. Hohler, who, moreover, denies that he has ever referred to 
the question of the railway in any way whatever either to His Imperial Majesty or to 
any Abyssinian official. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[33839] 


No. 163. \ 

* i 


Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 12.) 

(No. 48.) 

Sir, Adis Abeba , September 17, 1907. 

WITH reference to the concluding paragraph in my despatch No. 37 of the 
30th July, I have the honour to report that the expedition against the Ba Gheri 
started from Harrar on the 13th instant. It numbers 3,000 men. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[33945] 
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(No 36) * Ml ' H ° hlert0 Sir Edward Grey.—{Received October 13.) 

(lYJc^aphic ) P Adis Abeb(i ' 0ctober 9 1907 

Th/nJ ?f pt ce ' “,y N°s. 33 and 34 of the 30th ultimo. 


T33951] No. 165. 

(No 37 ) ^ ol '^ er to ® lr Edward Grey.—(Received October 13.) 

(Telegraphic.) P - ’* Adis Abeba, October 10, 1907. 

YOUR despatch No. oo, Confidential. 

five ^w Ul rL° U l * P 0rm me w I lethei ;> pending the appointment of a Greek llopresenta- 
immunity here. G ° Vernm "'° Uld at ]east officia % recognize the formation of 


[33946] No. 166. 

/xt oox Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received October 13) 

l-No. oo.) ' 

(ielegrapMc.)L P - .. Adis Abeba, October 11, 1907. 

•• KLOBUKOWSKI, the French Minister, to-day told the Italian Ohnrem 
d Affaires and myself that lie considered that he was not bound, according to the 
greement of the 13th December, to communicate any of his negotiations to & us until 

m7ghU e r rk C out 1Uded ' 0UlenV1Se they ralght never come t0 a conclusion, as their tenor 
He also said that if the three Representatives had to be in accord on each point in 

SSA e “uS c &,™™«, eTer le re ” h “'' “ th “ e,ot ■»“* "'“ id 

His Majesty’s Government or the Italian Government would doubtless obtain all 
information from Pans if they were desirous of becoming acquainted with his actions 

to d thls eK d Il f fP ^ fl ' 0m , al1 responsibility if we informed our Governments 
to tms ettect. Up to the present he had received no instructions contrary to these 
Mews, which his Government had approved. 

The Italian Charge d’Affaires then said that he had telegraphed to his Government 
asking for similar liberty of action. 

The I< rench Munster said he had received no further instructions from his Govern¬ 
ment with regard to the jurisdiction question, but that he would do nothing without 
informing us. He said that personally he was entirely opposed to any solution of the 
question other thau Consular jurisdiction. 

(Private.) 

It seems to me there will be nothing whatever left of the Agreement if all three 

Representatives here are given liberty to interpret that document in the same wav as 
tne r renen Minister. J 


[34139] No. 167. 

_ Sir F. Elliot to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 14.) 

(No. 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Athens , October 14, 1907. 

Abyssinia) refereUCe to your tele S ram No - 14 of to “ da 7 (representation of Greece in 

4 ' 1 Iie A 1>rime Minister having been absent, I did not act on your despatch No. 89 of 
the /tli August until the 30th ultimo. His Excellency asked for time to consider the 
matter before replying. 
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[33951] No. 168. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Elliot . 

(No. 14.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 14, 1907. 

MY despatch No. 89 respecting Greeks in Abyssinia. 

Did you take any action on my despatch, and, if so, what have the Greek 
Government replied to your representations ? 


[34139] No. 169. 

Sir Edward Greu to Mr. Holder . 

(No. 21.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , October 15, 1907. 

WITH regard to question of. Greeks in Abyssinia, Greek Government desire to 
have time to consider the matter mentioned in your telegram of 10th instant. 


[34413] No. 170. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 17.) 

(No. 39.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , October 16, 1907. 

MY telegram No. 31 of the 28th ultimo. 

I am informed by the agent of the Trust Company that Ilg has received a letter, 
dated the 7th ultimo, from King Menelek, stating that the railway negotiations are 
concluded. 

Ilg learns from other sources that Menelek has granted an impost of G per cent., of 
which he receives 2 per cent., the railway taking the remainder. 

The agent fears that the interests of his Company are irretrievably lost. 


[34501] No. 171. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 18.) 

(No. 40.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , October 17, 1907. 

AN expedition sent by the Abyssinian Government for the purpose of collecting 
tribute in the Ogaden was attacked by Somali tribe of the Hawiya, near the Webi, 
apparently near Imi, and defeated. No precise accounts have yet been received, b 
the leader of the Abyssinians was either killed or wounded, and a British Somali Chief, 
who had gone to procure the restoration of cattle looted from him, was reported killed. 
Above has been repeated to Commissioner, Somaliland. 


[34694] No. 172. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 

(No. 50.) 

Sir, Adis Abeba y September 23, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 42 of the 16th ultimo, a copy of which I 
forwarded to the Governor of the British East Africa Protectorate, I have the honour 
to inclose herewith copies of a telegraphic correspondence which I have recently had 
with his Excellency on the subject of the appointment of Mr. Boyes to replace 
temporarily Mr. Zaphiro as Frontier Inspector. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


84 


129 

Inclosure 1 in No. 172. 

Governor Sadler to Mr. Hohler. 

(Telegraphic.) 

YOUR despatch of the ICth .August. Nairobi, September 18, 1907. 

1901 he°had to°be d^bfr^fr^ntS^anv dl T P / 0y Frontier Ins Pector. In 
European supervision. g any dlstnct wherc lle would be away from 


Inclosure 2 in No. 172. 

Mr. Hohler to Governor Sadler. 

Sir, 

YOUR telegram of the 18th September *** ^ Sept * mber 22 ’ 1907 ‘ 

it i> «uS‘Jy‘£mXi plfS V i Ub pMe’c«on*&“ 0K f B„. 

not to recall Mr. Zaphiro in view of the renm-ts T £ f • tr j bea -. , Ifl "’as impossible 

and I do not consider it fitting to entrust the dm Jt ° ■ tlS Sta £ ° f health '• 

alternative whatsoever but to annoint Mr T* *■? arL Abyssinian. There was no 

If you can sendTn English officeimo *° b ° m ** *,&. 

, There is no doubt but that the inspector ounhtTn f ^ 6X ‘ r f mely pleasecL 
his position is one of great difficulty and responsibility b ^ * eXtre “ e Care ’ 38 

once brtele^aXof^Ts'n^eTnd h °¥’ 1 ^ y0UwU1 ™ at 

send instructions accordingly to Mr. B^yes, and 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[34697] No. 173. 

(No 53 Mr ' HMer l ° Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 

Sir 

WITH refercupA , i , T . ^?is Abeba , September 25, 1907. 

a.*™? rJt, h, h,d 

Sfr x d „.r ,£ sssa Hi 

of an international nature. It was to this feeling that M. Klobukowsk!attributed hh 

hard S to f show?h Ag r ment I 11 ® 13th December « 1906 ’ although he had laboured 
hard to show the Emperor that, not only did it contain nothing preiudicial to his 

but * 0n th . e contrary sshowed great solicitude to preserve them. His efforts 

to * h “ e ®“‘ “ th “ “ad h.d, ta 

I pointed out that Sir John Harrington's suggestion was in the direction of 
appointing a European as an Abyssinian official to judge European cases not of 
appointing an International Tribunal, and that it appeared to me by no means 
impossible with a little consideration to frame a workable scheme on such lines 
, r • K\ obukows ki stated that on hearing my doubts as to the views of His 
Majesty s Government on Consular jurisdiction, he had at once telegraphed to Paris 
for instructions, but, so far, had received no replv. He would now tpWmnh n„ 0 ; n 
so ‘hat the two Governments might come to an agreement as to the course which it 
d b ^ b est to follow. But whereas with the one he felt sure of success, with the 
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other he believed himself foredoomed to failure, and in this case he would prefer to 
leave the revision of the Commercial Treaty to his successor. 

The only other person to whom he had mentioned his proposal had been the 
German Representative, who had welcomed it with pleasure. He had mentioned it 
to me out of friendship, but did not conceive he was obliged to do so under the 
Agreement of the 13th December, as that only affected points where “ nos intents 
respectifs ” are to be safeguarded. If he were to succeed in obtaining the grant of 
Consular jurisdiction, His Majesty’s Government could always avail themselves 
thereof under their most-favoured-nation treatment clause. If they disapproved of 
it, or thought their interests would not be benefited by it, they were free to leave it in 
abeyance. 

His Excellency appeared to me to forget the previous words of the Agreement, 
which state that the Representatives of the three Powers " se tiendront rdciproquement 
et compl&tement inform6s.” 

My Italian colleague is very considerably incensed that M. Klobukowski has 
failed to communicate with him on this, or, indeed, on any other point, and has, he 
informs me, written to complain very strongly of his method of acting. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[34698] 


No. 174. 


Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 

(No. 54.) 

gjy • Adis Abeba , September 26, 1907. 

9 WITH reference to my telegram No. 28 of yesterday’s date, I have the honour to 
report that the French Minister, although on the 17th August he had told , rue that, 
while in agreement with the Emperor Menelek as to the railway question, nothing had 
yet been committed to writing, informed me yesterday that he had signed an Arrange¬ 
ment on the subject six weeks ago. 

The Arrangement was still secret, and therefore he regretted he could not show it 
to me, though he supposed Jhat his Government would have communicated its terms 

1° you. 

He said that all was now settled except the negotiation of a fresh contract between 
the new Company, which was now in process of formation, and the Abyssinian 
Government. 

This could not be done immediately, as the liquidation of the old Company by the 
Tribunal of Commerce in Paris was not yet completed. The new contract would be 
similar to that with the old Company with a few modifications. 

Although I infer from Article X of the Agreement of the 13th December last that 
his Excellency ought to have no objection to communicate to me his proceedings, in 
view of his unwillingness to do so, I did not think it advisable to press him. 

From the little he did let drop, and from his remarks in previous interviews, I 
gather that the main points of his Arrangement with the Abyssinian Government 
must be:— 

(1.) The formation of new French Company for the construction of the line from 
Dircdawa to Adis Abeba. I do not quite understand whether it will be this same 
Company which will take over the existing line between Jibuti and Diredawa when the 
present Company is finally liquidated. 

(2.) The right to levy certain dues on all railway-borne goods to provide a fund for 
the further construction. Whether the revenue thus obtained shall be used for raising 
a loan is to be left to the discretion of the new Company. 

(3.) The grant to the Emperor Menelek of 2,000,000 fr. of stock in the new 
Company to replace the similar sum alleged to have been handed to Mr. Chefneux for 
investment in its predecessor, but of which no trace now remains, as reported in my 
pespatch No. 17 of the 1st June last. 

(4.) The running of the existing line, and the preliminary works for the extension 
to be entrusted to the French Government until the new Company is formed, when the 
French Government will entirely disappear from the scene. 

I venture to think that M. Klobukowski deserves no less credit for the success of 
his mission than for the secrecy with which he has enveloped it. As the Agreement of 
the 13th December states that the three Representatives are to keep one another 
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completely informed I considered it would be ' improper for me to make special 
inquiries as to wliat his Excellency was doing, so long as he was unwilling to let me 
know, lest the Abyssinian Government should perceive any imperfection in the working 

hpW^ g t h ee M e - n r b ’ ir ° ne , P 7 SOn r ith wll0U11 Stably conversed on the subject 

reStfe? kS ^ UCy - had made an y material progress whatever, and that still 
remains the general impression. 

add that he informed me that British interests in the railway as it at 
present exists have been safeguarded, though in what way he did not precisely know. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER, 


[35105] No. 175. 

Sir F. Elliot to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 24 1 

(No. 144.) 

fill! 

’ ,, . . „ . , , r . . Athens, October 18, 1907. 

Vriv ^ ^yssinmn Special Mission, headed by “Dedjasmateh Meschescha Wdrke, 
Envoyd Extraordinaire de Sa Majeste l'Einpereur d’Ethiopie,” has arrived at Athens 

R nd er S TH ma i^ rTIu d y esterda y ], y Uis . Royal Highness the Crown Prince 
Re 0 ent. 1 he object of the Mission, as I was informed by M. Skous^s, the Minister 

tor foreign Affairs, was to present an autograph letter from the Emperor Menelek 
and a decoration to King George, and to confirm the bonds of sympathy already 
existing between Abyssmians and Greeks on account of community of religion He 
had taken the opportunity of asking the opinion of the Envoy upon the Greek colony 

m Abyssinia, and was told that they were a very desirablo element, hard-working, and 
good church-goers. ° 

I asked his Excellency whether he could give me a replv with regard to the 
appointment of a Greek Representative in Abyssinia, but he said he was not yet in a 
position to do so, and, in view of the last paragraph of your despatch No. 89 of the 
fth Augus t, I refrained from pressing him. At a previous interview with M. Skousds 
1 nad gathered that the Greek Government were somewhat preoccupied bv the 
question of Consular jurisdiction, in regard to which they would'expect to be on an 
equality with other countries. 

As stated in my telegram No. 17 of the 14th instant, I was prevented by the 
absence of the Prime Minister from delivering before the 30th September the 
-retition addressed to him by the newly-formed Greek community in favour of the 
appointment of a Greek Representative. I also handed to him a copy of Mr. Holder’s 
despatch No. 24 of the 28th June, with certain omissions, as shown in the paper 
annexed,* and a copy of his despatch No. 33 of the 24th July, which was inclosed in 
jour despatch to me No. 98 of the 27th August. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. • ELLIOT. 


[35323] No. 176. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 2G.) 

(No. 55.) 

Sir, t Adis Abeba , October 2, 1907. 

IN my despatch No. 53 of the 25tli ultimo I had the honour to report that the only 
other person to whom M. IOobukowski had mentioned the matter of Consular 
jurisdiction besides myself was the German Representative, who, he told me, had 
expressed himself entirely in favour of the idea. 

On Friday last, at the Feast of “Maskal,” M. Klobukowski had a little conversation 
with my Italian colleague on the subject. The Italian Government, lik^ His Majesty’s 
Government, is in favour of the appointment of a European as an Abyssinian official 
for the purpose of trying cases between Europeans, and on Count Colli expressing his 
preference for this solution of the question, M. Klobukowski said it was quite impossible. 
It was,an idea of Sir John Harrington’s, borrowed from Egypt, “mais l’Abyssinie n’est 
pas l’Egypte, ou, du moins, ne l’est pas encore.” 


* Not printed. 
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To myself, on this same occasion, lie promised to do nothing in the matter until 
we three had discussed it, or until the three Governments had come to some arrange¬ 
ment. 

On the following day there was a banquet at the Ghibbeh, at which his Excellency 
further discussed the matter with the German Representative, with the result that the 
latter went to see Count Colli later in the day to express the hope that he would adopt 
the system of Consular jurisdiction as suggested by M. Klobukowski, as it appeared to 
him far the best plan, and his Government was certainly in favour of it. He used 
practically the same language as M. Klobukowski, saying that it was only His Majesty's 
Government who could be opposed to this method, on account of the experience they 
had acquired in Egypt. 

The Italian Charge d’Affaires and myself are of opinion that, in thus consulting 
the German Representative and seeking to win his support on a question on which he 
has made no effort to concert with us two in accordance with the December Agreement, 
M. Klobukowski is introducing a new and very dubious element into affairs here, which 
is not at all desirable. Count Colli is also considerably annoyed that he was not at 
least taken into confidence before Herr von Mutius. 

With regard to the revision of the French Treaty of Commerce in general, when 
M. Klobukowski first mentioned the subject to me, as reported in my despatch No. 43 
of the 19th August, liis Excellency promised to communicate to me the bases of his 
proposals, though lie said he could not inform me of the present stage of affairs, as the 
matter was still under negotiation with the Emperor Menelek. 

However, a few days later, instead of these bases, I received from him a letter 
expressing his regret that he could not communicate them, as he found they were 
marked confidential. It was on this account that I thought it necessary to address 
to you my telegram No. 33 suggesting the desirability of the draft Treaty being 
communicated to His Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[35324] [No. 177. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 26.) 

(No. 56.) 

Sir, Adis Abeba, October 1, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I received your telegram No. 19 stating that the 
French Government had given you no information with regard to M. Klobukowski’s 
railway negotiations, as the latter presumed, on the afternoon of Saturday last, and 
as his Excellency was starting for a journey of some ten days’ or a fortnight’s duration 
on the following morning, I at once went to call upon him. 

I informed him that he was wrong in believing that his Government was in 
communication with His Majesty’s Government on the subject, and asked whether, 
under the-circumstances, in view of the Agreement of the 13th December, he was still 
unable to give me any news as to his arrangement with the Emperor Menelek. He 
replied that he was bound by his instructions not to do so, however willing he might 
personally be to accede to my request; but he had been directed to communicate 
nothing until it was quite concluded. I reminded him that he had, only three days 
earlier, told me he had signed the Arrangement a month and a-half ago. He proceeded 
then to explain that nothing had yet been signed or definitely arranged. It was true 
that so far as lie and the Emperor were concerned, he considered the matter entirely 
settled, but lie was still awaiting orders from his Government. This statement appears 
to me somewhat enigmatic, and also not fully in accord with his language which I 
had the honour to report to you in my despatch No. 54 of the 26th ultimo. 

He declared that there was nothing in the Arrangement which could in any way 
tend to the prejudice of the interests of His Majesty’s Govermnent, and he had 
endeavoured to frame it in such a way that it might form a useful and convenient 
precedent for other Powers who might later wish to conclude similar Agreements with 
His Ethiopian Majesty; that, if he communicated to me the negotiations as they were 
to-day, changes might be introduced to-morrow, so that my information wmdd no longer 
be correct, and I should be in error, whilst lie]would be open to a charge of ill-faith. 

I expressed my satisfaction at his declaration, but pointed out that in that case 
there could be r.o possible objection to His Majesty’s Government being acquainted 
with the facts, ar.d that, after all, they were the best judges of what was agreeable or 
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contrary to their interests. I said I saw no u • • <. 

any changes in the terms of the 'i passu , of 

wouid seem most in accord with the Decernhe*’A^Lmenf ^ C ° ndUCt ° f tLe busine83 

they have any reafrektion^ttt^ofhis A™ 11361 ' ° f sllppositions > fr °m which, if 
first condition is the formation of™ new ™ nld appear tbat 

existing, under slightly modified conditions Thi^G* 17, whlcl P will replace that now 

construction of the line up to Adis Abeba’ withf Company wili undertake the further 
railway-borne goods. While goods are not If , *”?** t0 be c, , erivecI a surtax on 
French Colony or Government, according to Art de"! M ta \ t0 tbe profi ‘ of tbe 
nothing therein to exempt them from otlieirtaxes 1 6 * ^ A ® reenlent there is 

which M. Klobukowski 1 had Tfsented^with^ fef^ P raet . ica lly formulated the terms to 
delay is due to the endeavour to find or found a ne f? 3 ’ thepr f® nt position of 
take over the whole concern on the terms thus fixed C ° mpauy ’ wblcb 13 Prepared to 

and M. nS5SSd3d 0 n X , Sg advised‘his'co^ ^ ^ • C °7 pauy is terminated, 
proceedings dragging on unduly loner to ™ ^ G °vernment, in the event of the legal 

and not to await the termination of the judfckl liSdadon UPt ° y ° f ^ C ° mpan * 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[ 35384 1 No. 178. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—{Received October 26.) 

(Confidential.) 

’ I AM directed by the Earl of Fl„in to t .^wning Street, October 25, 1907. 

from this Department of'the 2Zrd July thTl'Hn y °“’ mth reference to the letter 
relating to the future control of tho <s A /’ \ accom P an vmg copy of correspondence 

discussed at the Colonial Office with Sir J. HarringTon. patrollln ff the frontier was 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. L. ANTROBUS. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 178. 

T%e Earl of Ely in to Governor Sadler. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir 

r TTAvt? i. A . Downing Street, July 24, 1907. 

• f i ,, t-, . ^he honour to transmit to you the accompanying copy of correspondence 

he+t 116 ^? rei S n . 0ffice ° n the subject of the arrangements for the control of the frontier 
between Abyssinia and the East Africa and Uganda Protectorates. 6 

fuller“’control ^ t0 be lnf ° rmcd r h ? ther yon insider it advisable to establish an, 
mier control than is now exercised through the travelling inspector on the lineo 

arf!n 8 fe d by EUot in , his des l )atch No - 346 of the 17th July, 1903, and if you 
of cistf ° f the prop08a1 ' to be furnished with a scheme, and a detailed estimate 

I hare, &c. 

(Signed) ELGIN. 


[1509] 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 178. 

The Earl of Elgin to Governor Sadler. 

(’TpWranhic 'l Downing Street, August 26, 1907. 

' REFERRING to my Confidential despatch of the 24th July, Harrington considers 
that three British officers, one medical officer, and Zaphiro would be sufficient for control 
of frontier without native troops suggested by Eliot. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 178. 

The Earl of Elgin to Governor Sadler. 

M> Downing Street , October 25, 1907. 

’ I HAVE had under my consideration your telegram of the 18th September, 
relating to the scheme for the more effective policing of the northern frontier ot the 

Protectorate. ^ Margabit should be occup ied by one officer and twenty police 

as an advanced base from which two officers could establish themselves on and patrol th^ 
frontier, but I would ask you to consider whether some station nearer the frontier would 
not be more suitable. Captain Maud, R.E., who surveyed the boundary in 1902-3 
suggests Jara, which is practically on the frontier (m 40° east longitude and 4. north 
latitude), is a healthy spot, and was at the time of the survey the proper strategic 
centre. It is possible, however, that the position of affairs may have 
then, and, in this connection, I inclose a copy of a despatch from the British Chargd 
d’Affaires in Abyssinia transmitting a copy of a Report from Mr. Zaphuo who 
recommends the occupation of other posts on the frontier. Probably the safest plan 
for the East Africa Government will be not to commit itself to any base at once, 
but to let the officer in charge report on the matter after he lias studied the local 

3 I concur generally in your proposals regarding the composition of the patrol, but 
I understand that Mr. Ainsworth is a man of exceptional energy, and. it has occurred to 
me that it might be better policy to employ him in some more civilized part of the 
Protectorate where his work is likely to be more immediately remuneratne. In that 
case I would suggest that some other senior officer should be considered for the appoint¬ 
ment. Should no suitable officer be available in the Protectorate, I have no doubt that 

I could obtain the services of one from some other Colony. 

4 For two of the subordinate posts I propose to select two officers woo appear to 
me to possess special qualifications. The first of these is Dr Drake-Brockman, who was 
originally a member of the East African Medical Service, and who is now serving in Somali- 
land. He has a good knowledge of Swahili and Arabic, and is now taking steps to learn 
Abyssinian. He is tactful in his dealings with natives, is likely to do good work in 
studying the fauna and flora of the country, and is, I understand, quite fitted to under¬ 
take administrative work of this kind. Moreover, his medical knowledge will be of 
the greatest assistance to the patrol, and may render the employment of a medical officer 

unnecessary, except during his absence on leave. . -. T , 

5. The second officer is Captain Condon, Assistant Transport Officer m Northern 
Nigeria, who has had many years of experience in dealing with natives in differen. parts 
of Africa. He is a man ot great practical ability, and has. been successful m 
devising new forms of transport for Northern Nigeria, especially by the use ot 
camels Experience of this kind will be of use on the frontier, and, in addition he 
is more mature and self-reliant than the ordinary officer who would be aval able for 
the work, and is more likely to accommodate himself to what must be a somewhat hard 

aU(1 S 0^Yhere remains the present Frontier Inspector, Mr. Zaphiro. I consider that he 
ought certainly to. be retained, both on account of his extensive knowledge ot the 
country and the local languages and also because an additional officer will be required to 
fill vacancies caused by illness or absence on leave. He has also some medical 
knowledge, which will be useful. 

7. With regard fo salaries, there does not appear to me to be sufficient ground lor 
giving so large a sum as 200/. for travelling and subsistence allowance to the hemor 
Officer. I understand that a certain amount of food can be obtained locally, and 
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although this might have to be supplemented by European provisions, I assume that this 
is also the case at other out-stations in the Protectorate. Moreover, the living is 
generally cheapei at out-stations than at head-quarters, and there is less entertaining to 
be done. a 

8 At the same time I recognize that life on the frontier must be attended with a 
more than usual amount of discomfort, and I consider that the officers ought to cr e t 

fj^wance. I ' y ould suggest that the scale of pay and allowances 
tor the officers should be as follows:— 

Senior Officer .—Present pay and duty allowance of 100/. 

Dr. Drake-Brockman.— 550/. a-year and duty allowance of 50/. 

Captain Condon. —500/. a-year and duty allowance of 50/. 

Mr. Zaphiro. —400/. a-year. 

Duty allowances would be drawn by the officers actually discharging the duties of 
the appointments to which the allowances are attached. 

9. It appears to be clearly desirable that the officers should be os far as 
possible under the direct control of Sir J. Harrington, who, in his capacity of British 
Minister at Adis Abeba, will be in a position to induce the Emperor Menelck to recall 
raiding parties ot Abyssinians, to allay any suspicions which he may entertain as to the 
action of our officers, &c. there should, I think, be no difficulty in the way of placing 
the officers under the control of Sir J. Harrington, provided that arrangements are made 
to keep you constantly informed of all that is passing. If you are not in agreement with 
him on any point, you will probably in most cases be able to arrive at an understanding 
by direct communication, and, failing that, the matter can always be referred home for 
the decision of His Majesty’s Government. 

10. I consider it a matter of great importance that the officers of the patrol should 
be employed, so far as their other duties will permit, in the preparation of maps of the 
country showing the trade routes, the watering places, &c. Arrangements can be made 
in this country tor the instruction of Dr. Drake-Brockman and Captain Condon in survey 
work, and if the Senior Officer is selected from the staff of the Protectorate, I would 
suggest that he should be put through a course of instruction under the local Survey 
Department before he takes up his duties. 

11. If you concur in the views which I have expressed in this despatch, I request 
that you will insert provision for the service in the Estimates for 1908-9. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ELGIN. 


[35426] No. 179. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 2G.) 

(No. 41.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , October 25, 1907. 

IT is reported that a treacherous guide of the name of Ugliaz Hashig has led tho 
Abyssinian punitive expedition against llagheri (please refer to my despatch No. IS of 
the 17th ultimo) into a spot where water is lacking and where a superior number of the 
enemy surround them. 

Abanabo is leader of the expedition, which is distinct from that reported in my 
telegram of the 17th instant and which is under leadership of Gabri. 

(Repeated to Somaliland Protectorate.) 


[35571] No. 180. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28.) 

(No. 42.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , October 27, 190/. 

A LETTER from Emperor Menelek, in which he announced that a Ministry had 
been formed, reached me this morning. 





[35277] 


No-181. 


Foreign Office to Colonial Office, 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 28, 1907. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 15th August last, relative to the proposed 
Anglo-Abyssinian Treaty for the delimitation of the southern frontier of Abyssinia, I 
am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that telegrams have been 
received from His Majesty’s Charge d*Affaires at Adis Abeba, proposing certain 
modifications of the English text of Article II of that instrument, which he desires to 
introduce, in order to bring it into stricter conformity with the sense of the 
Amliaric text. 

I am to transmit to you herewith, for greater convenience of comparison, the 
text of the Article as already approved by His Majesty’s Government, and the text as 
now proposed by Mr. Hohler, in parallel columns, and I am to inquire whether there 
is, in the opinion of the Earl of Elgin, any objection to authorizing the signature of 
the Treaty in this new form, in spite of the fact that the second paragraph of the 
Article in its former shape is omitted from the version now suggested. 

Lord Elgin is already aware that Mr. Hohlcr has been authorized to omit 
Article III from the Treaty altogether (see Confidential print, Abyssinia, 16th August, 
section 2), and I am to inform you that ho now reports that lie has availed himself of 
this permission. 

I am to add that Mr. Holder is not hopeful of obtaining the consent of the 
Emperor Menelek to the signature of the Treaty in any form for the present, as on 
the 22nd instant he received a message to the effect that, before signing any 
instrument, His Majesty wished the Commissioners to proceed to the delimitation of 
the exact boundary. He is, however, unable to judge whether this obstacle now 
raised by His Majesty is seriously intended. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[35779] 


No. 182. 

M, Cambon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 29.) 


L’AMBASSADEUR de France presente ses compliments a Sir Edward Grey et a 
rhonneur de ltd fa ire savoir qu’il a donne connaissance a son Gouvernement des deux 
notes de son Excellence en date du 11 Octobre et relatives h l’etablissement d’une 
juridiction Consulaire en Abyssinie et a la question du chemin de fer. 

11 est charge de lui faire comiaitre en reponse que le Representant Frangais en 
Ethiopie a en effet pressenti le Negus, comme il en a d’ailleurs informe le Charge 
d 1 Affaires d’Angleterre, sur la question de la juridiction applicable en Ethiopie aux 
sujets etrangers. 11 lui en a parle a l’occasion de pourparlers preliminaires qu’il a 
ouverts avec lui en vue de la conclusion d’un Traite de Commerce. Actuellement. les 
residants Frangais en Ethiopie sont, en droit, uniquement justiciables des autorites 
Abyssines; en fait, ils ne sont sounds a aucune juridiction, le Negus renvoyant 
generalement les etrangers devant leurs Consuls respectifs, qui n’ont aucun pouvoir 
pour les juger. Cette situation a inspire a M. Klobukowski la pensee que les etrangers 
pourraient etre sounds en Abyssinie a une juridiction Consulaire analogue a celle qui 
fonctionne dans certains pays d’Orieut et d’Extreme-Orient. II a sounds cette idee an 
Gouvernement Frangais, qui l’etudie et n’a pas encore pris de decision sur le principe 
de la proposition. 

II resulte toutefois d’indications fournies par le Ministre de France en Abyssinie 
que Tetablissement d’une juridiction Consulaire paraitrait pouvoir etre aecepte par 
l’Empereur Menelik ; le Negus serait au contraire tout a fait oppose a l’institution 
d’une juridiction speciale pour les Europeens confiee a un Juge etranger au service du 
Gouvernement Ethiopien, qui lui semblerait une atteinte portee a son independance. 

M. Klobukowski estime qu’il serait impossible de lui faire accepter ce systeme, 
que Sir Edward Grey a bien voulu re commander a l’examen du Gouvernement 
Frangais. Jxirs meme ( qu’on pourrait esperer le lui faire accueillir, le Ministre 
Frangais des Affaires Etrangeres se e'emande si la mise en pratique du projet 
preconise par le Gouvernement Anglais n’entrainerait pas de nombreuses difficultes et 
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, C , om “ ent detei-miner en effet quelles lois seraient appliques 

^nlTcJb e 6 t F JUndlCtl ° n C ^aire serait au contraire facilement et rapSeS 
Consul™ iLl T? trouveraiellt des partout ou resideraient des Agents 
™ ™ ' 1 ’ 1 L n 6 eurs P ro ? r ! !S pays kur seraient naturellement applicables et 

1 Arnbo Sei H ait ce l le 5 ul est slllv . ie devant les Tribunaux Consulates. 

v 6111 de ? rance ? erait ™connaissant a Sir Edward Grey de voidoir bien 

Representants a Adis Abeba qui peuvent seuls prendre des decisions etCue les 

p.eZ„, jssFiE? 

dassurer le Gouvernement Anglais que les conditions prevries par lTrticle VlX la 
Convention du 13 Pecembre, 1906, seront scrupuleusement observes. 11 ne manquJj 

Itoliet dTs q^ii n ie^ e L\ G0UVe TT , - t Britauni( P ,e aiusi le Gouvernement 
itaiien des qu il sera en inesure de faire quelque communication precise Si le 

negoeiateur Iran^ais ne peut temr au jour le jour ses collegues dVuigteterre et 

d Italie a Adis Abeba au courant des menus incidents de la negociation, il a eu soin de 

Le Gouvernement Francis ne perd pas de vue les interets Anglais engages dans 
la Compagme Imperia e des Cbemins de Fer Etliiopiens. Toutefois, cett/Soeicte 
^ ? n; 1 ' q I Ulda ion f . J udici . airc - d lui est impossible actuellement, du fait de ce regime 

&STS. I ” or "‘ 6,re 

Albert Gate, le 28 Octobre, 1907. 


[36021] Np. 183. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Egerton 

(No. 134.) 

’ ri'TTr. x. .. , i , , . Foreign Office, October 29, 190.7. 

in Abyssinia 30 ^ mBassador brought up tceday the question of Consular jurisdiction 

He said that the British and Italian Representatives were agreed in preferring a 
r? p ™ Judge But he himself was aware that there was a good deal to be said on 
both sides, and he had evidently been impressed by M. Cambon’s argument that 
Consular jurisdiction would probably be the less disagreeable to Menelek and to the 
national feeling of the Abyssinians. 

VC 1 1 C0ldd on }y give ^ tlle sai «e answer as I gave to M. Cambon yesterday 
that 1 would consider the arguments on both sides before coming to a decision. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 

. . 

[36092] Na 184. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received November 1.) 

TXT 1 a 1 r , , Downing Sttriet, October 31, 1007. 

UN reply to your letter of the 28th instant, I am directed by the Earl of Elgin to 
request you to inform Secretary Sir Edward Grey that his Lordship does not flunk that 
there is any objection to authorizing the signature of the Anglo-Abyssiniau Treaty for 
Liofwj 2 N 
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the delimitation of the southern frontier of Abyssinia with the modifications in the 
English text of Article II which have been proposed by His Majesty s Charge d Affaires 
at Adis Abeba, and which were set out in the inclosure to your letter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. L. ANTROBUS. 


[36147] 


No. 185. 


;\/r. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 1.) 

^Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba >.October 30, 1907. 

ACCORDING to information received, Ydlibi is coming back as “ adviser ” to the 
Imperial Ethiopian Rubber Company. It means an immense amount of trouble for 
us, and, in my opinion, ruin for them, if he does. 


[35152] 


No. 186. 


Mr. llohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 2.) 

g* r ^ Adis Abeba , October 7, 1907. 

’ WITH reference to your telegram No. 20, which reached me on the 4th instant, in 
addition to my\ reply in my telegram No. 35 of the 4th instant and the information 
contained in my despatch No. 54 of the 26th ultimo, I have the honour to state that the 
local agent of the Trust Company has not heard that M. Klobukowski is endeavouring 
to secure the annulment of the 1894 Concession. He ascribes the statement wholly 
and entirely to M. Hg, who is now in Europe, and who is, he says, indicated as its 
author by several pieces of evidence. 

With regard to the statement that I had informed the Emperor Menelek that my 
instructions were to support French demands without reserve, I can only say that this 
is totally devoid both of truth and foundation. In reply to several of the requests of 
the agent of the Trust Company for help, I have informed him that I regretted I was 
unable te assist him, inasmuch as I was instructed not to intervene on behalf of his 
Company as against the French Government or the Railway Company. I have 
throughout refrained from making any reference whatsoever to the railway, either to 
the Emperor Menelek or to any of his officials, as this course appeared to me most in 
conformity with your instructions and with the Agreement of the 13th December, until 
such time as the French Minister might request my assistance under that Agreement. 

It is always possible from the manner, quite his own, in which M. Klobukowski 
interprets the Agreement, that his Excellency himself has stated, even to the Emperor 
Menelek, that I was unreservedly supporting his demands. Otherwise, I am at a loss 
to think whence the Trust Company have derived this idea. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[36558] 


No. 187. 


Memorandum addressed to Mr. Norman by Mr. T. L. Gilmour.—(Communicated 

November 5, 1907.) 

IN accordance with the request you made to me during our interview on the 31st 
October, I now place in writing the suggestion I then made. I stated that from infor¬ 
mation we had received we understood that the liquidator of the Imperial Ethiopian 
Railway Company had put forward a proposal for reconstruction on the usual lines, that 
is to say, he proposed to reconstruct the Company on a basis which would have pre¬ 
served, but in another form, the interests of the existing shareholders, bondholders, and 
creditors. To this proposal the French Government took exception, its objection being 
that it would still leave the British group with a large direct interest in the Ethiopian 
Railway Company, above all with the construction contract, and with the actual or 
potential control. 

Accordingly, acting on the instigation of the French Government, the liquidator 
had abandoned this scheme, and now intended to put forward another scheme of a quite 
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exceptional character, the primary object of which was to secure the elimination of the 
British group. Ihis result was to be secured by the formation of a new Company, 
which would purchase the whole of the assets of the old Company tor an agreed-on sum, 
which sum was to be paid in paper of the new Company, postponed to the new capital 
which the new Company would have to raise for the construction of the second section of 
the line. In this way the British interests would be eliminated so far as control was 
concerned, and the Trust Company would bj left with a certain amount of paper of no 
present value, and with a future value dependent entirely on the good management of 
the new Company. This, I pointed out, was quite unacceptable from our point of view, 
and, moreover, it would have this inconvenience from the point of view of the French 
Government, that it would involve the continued existence of the Trust. 

I pointed out that the only satisfactory arrangement would be one by which the 
interests of the Trust were acquired in exchange for a cash payment, and stated that 
we had already named a price on the basis of that I had named at our previous inter¬ 
view, namely, the payment in full of the indebtedness of the Trust plus 10s. per share. 
On this basis a cash distribution could be made to the shareholders, and the Trust 
dissolved, a new* Company with a small capital being formed to acquire the non-railway 
assets, and the shares distributed to the shareholders. 

The question was, How was this cash to be provided ? The French Government did 
not wish to provide the cash itself, but was willing to accept the assistance of any French 
group which would acquire the interests of the Trust. It was, however, obvious that 
no financial group would provide the cash for purchasing, at the price named, assets 
which had been artificially depreciated by the action of the French Government. 
The disposition of the French Government appeared to be to throw on the British 
group the responsibility of finding a French group willing to treat, but it was clear 
that this was a hopeless task unless some additional inducement was offered to the 
purchasing group, and this additional inducement the French Government was alone in 
a position to offer. 

It therefore became evident that the French Government must itself make arrange¬ 
ments with a purchasing group. I pointed out that the construction contract was 
regarded by the Trust Company as a valuable asset, which, under competent manage¬ 
ment, might become a source of considerable profit, and that one inducement which 
the French Government might offer to a purchasing group would be to confirm this 
contract. But I expressed a doubt whether this inducement would in itself be regarded 
as sufficient, and suggested that the French Government might very well make the 
granting of some other Concession conditional on the group to whom this other Conces¬ 
sion was being granted assisting it to escape from the difficult situation in which it now 
found itself in relation to the Ethiopian Railway Company. I asked whether, in view of 
the fact that it was the French Government alone which could secure a satisfactory 
arrangement on the basis of a cash purchase, the Secretary of State would be disposed 
to extend the assistance he had already rendered us by making unofficial representa¬ 
tions to the French Government in support of a solution on the lines suggested. You 
asked me to furnish you with a statement showing approximately how the figures would 
work out, and this I undertook to do. The following statement has been supplied to me 
hy the Managing Directors of the Trust Company :— 

The issued capital of the Trust Company amounts to 308,132 shares of 1/. each, and 
in order to enable the Board of the Trust Company to pay 10s. per share to ita 
shareholders ( i.e ., 50 per cent, loss), the sum required would amount to 239,671/. 

This sum is arrived at as follows:— 

£ 

1. Debentures, loans, and liabilities ,. •• .. •• •• 85,605 

2. 308,132 shares at 10s. .. .. .. •• •• •• 154,066 

Total •• •• •• •• •• 239,671 

Against payment of this sum in cash the Trust Company would cede the w! ole of 
its securities, loans, and contracts which it holds in the Compagnie Impdriale dcs 
Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens, viz.:— 

1. Secured loans amounting to 54,525/. 

2. 10,622 obligations. 

3. 10,224 shares (500 fr. each). 

4. Thirty-four fouuders’ shares (100 issued). 

5. Contract to construct the line to Adis Abeba and extensions, 

November 4, 1907. 
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[368841 No. 188. 

Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.-^(Received November 8.) 
(Translation.) 

Sir, London , November 6, 1907. 

THE Italian Charge d’Affaires at Aclis Abeba has telegraphed to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs at Rome that he thinks it fitting that he should be authorized to express 
to the Emperor Menelek his satisfaction at the constitution of the Ministry, and at the 
new proof which His Majesty has given of his aims of civilization and progress. 

He considers also that it would be better not to raise objections for the present to 
the appointment of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, although it has been made in the 
person of an individual of doubtful reputation. The Charge d’Affaires would, however, 
reserve to himself the right to treat directly with the Negus on any occasion that he 
may consider it necessary. 

My Government, having been informed that a similar communication has been 
made by the British Legation, would like to learn your views and intentions, as they 
desire to act in agreement with your Government. 

Accept, &c. 

• (Signed) A. DI SAN GIULIANO. 


"36147] No. 189. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Holder. 

(No. 23.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 8, 1907. 

YDLIBI’S return to Abyssinia. See your telegram No. 45. 

We cannot prevent it. Rainproof and rubber Companies have both been told by 
Sir J. Harrington his opinion of Ydlibi’s character. They have also been informed that 
no aid must be expected from the Legation so long as Ydlibi acts as their repre¬ 
sentative. 


[36127] No. 190. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Hohler. 

(No. 24.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 8, 1907. 

IF new Commercial Treaty between France and Abyssinia concedes 8 per cent, 
duty to goods of former country, you should request that a concession of alike nature be 
made for British goods, urging it on ground of most-favoured-nation treatment which the 
Anglo-Abyssinian Treaty of the 14th May, 1897, guarantees by Article IV. 


[36937] No. 191. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, • *• Foreign Office, November 8, 1907. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he learns that His 
Majesty’s Minister at Adis Abeba, who is at present on leave of absence in this country 
and about to return to his post, has been unofficially in correspondence with the 
Commander-in-chief of the Forces and with the Adjutant-General in India on the subject 
of the provision of a guard of Indian sowars to serve as an escort at His Majesty’s 
Legation, and that those authorities have signified their willingness to furnish the men 
required. 

1 am accordingly to request that, should Mr. Secretary Morley see no objection, 
instructions may be*sent by telegraph to the Government of India to provide a guard 
il six sowars for this purpose. 
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fi- T? 1611 - Bhould be at Aden on or about the 20th proximo in readiness tn inm 

£§S5ar&? won,d prefer iha * ** “ £ “>“«■ 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[36959] No. 192. 

/x’ v Mr ' H ° hler 10 S ' r Edward ^ey.—{Received November 9.) 

(No. 59.) ’ 

»n,l for appointing tempos in hi"fl„" iffc■ 0 '" herU 

over his work ,» Mr. 

-Jed me from Mr. Znphiro, d«rf 

It appears that during a brief absence of Mr. Zaphiro to visit another nart of the 
Mr e >^nhbXbe t0 T? h ‘ S Abyssmia " headman, but before life was extinct 

s c sir , Ai o ?ffi. him d ™- °" 

soldiers*. B ° yeS “ gUed WaS a * liberty t0 do wbat he liked with his own 

Accordingly Mr Zaphiro is procuring him transport for the ivory which is to 
S °l^T and i 18 r d , ing hi ?, on bis ™ y - Himself (he is corZgtplo thS 
i ? n charge of the fine headmen ’ Ad ^ and Ayle - twenty Abyssinian soldiers 

, , Under the circumstances this appears far the best course' to adopt, but I cannot 
help regarding it as a makeshift of an unsatisfactory character, and I venture to 

W e find h 't h ° Pe m ha ! 116 ^thorities of the British’East Africa Protectorate will before 
long find it possible to lend their assistance for the protection of the frontier. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLEB. 


[36960] No. 193. 

Mr. Hohltr to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 9.) 

(No. 61.) 

SlF ’ T uivv x , ,, , Mi* Abeba, October 16, 1907. 

-ic.k n? AV • , 1e . onom ' t0 acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 66 of the 
Ibth ultimo, informing me that you approve of the proposed course for endeavouring 

Legation"^ 8 ° me y0U " g men ' T ' th tIle ob J oct of tl,eir becoming interpreters to this 

1 regret to say that I am at present suffering to the full the inconvenience of the 
present small staff of two. 

Mr. Beru, the first interpreter, has now been confined to his bed for nearly a month 
with a severe attack of fever. Ft will be a fortnight yet, at least, the doctor informs 
me, before he will again be fit for work. ; 

During this time his place has been taken by the second interpreter, Mr. McKelvey 
who has fulfilled his duties with an efficiency which has altogether surprised me. But as 
you are aware, he is a man of considerable age and infirm health, and the heavy burden 

ot work which has fallen upon him has now rendered him also unwell, and he has to remain 
in bed. 

Meanwhile, I am in hourly expectation of an audience with the Emperor Menelek 
and, so far as I can see, I shall be obliged to request His Majesty to provide an 
interpreter, unless I can secure one in the town. The interpreter of the Bank of 
Abyssinia, who used to be employed in this Legation, is very incompetent, and is more¬ 
over, at the present moment absent. 

The two students promise fairly well; they speak Italian, but their knowledge of 
English is so far extremely meagre; also they are too young to UBe at preserit. 

L 1 ^ 09 ] 2 O 
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Under these circumstances I propose to engage any fairly respectable man, with a 
knowledge of English, that I can find, at as moderate a salary as possible, and I trust 
you will sanction the expenditure thus incurred, as it is absolutely inevitable. I find 
that not an inconsiderable number of the men who surround the Emperor belong to no 
very powerful or distinguished families, and, in view of the interest which His Majesty 
has in maintaining a close intercourse with this Legation, I am inclined to disbelieve the 
statement that the interpreters must be related to high officers. So long as they are 
discreet and well-behaved, and interpret faithfully, I am persuaded that the weight of 
Hi? Majesty’s Government will render them perfectly acceptable to the Negus, and they 
will, in a fairly short time, become sufficiently acquainted with such persons as are likely 
to prove useful sources of information. 

This morning His Majesty sent a messenger to me with whom I had to converse 
thiough the me lium of one of the Abyssinian soldiers in the escort, who is acquainted 
with Arabic; and, recently, when I had to pay a visit of condolence to a son of the late 
Rf.s Makonen, on the death of his brother, I used another, who speaks Italian. 

I have the honour to point out that, in addition to official work with the Abyssinian 
authorities, there is need for interpreters when dealing with Greek subjects, with 
British Indian subjects and with Egyptians, Armenians and persons of other races, who, 
for one reason or another, enjoy British protection. Arabic is extremely useful in these 
cases, but Mr. Consul Hervey, who is now for the first time in this part of fhe world, has 
no knowledge of that language. 

Interpreters of some sort, further, are indispensable for communicating with the 
servants and employes of the Legation, the workmen who come to do repairs, the 
messengers, &c. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[36961] * No. 194. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 9.) 

(No. 62.) 

Sir, Adis Abeba , October 16, 1907, 

I HAVE the honour to report that Dejaz lima, the son of the late Ras Makonen, 
who had succeeded his father as Governor of Harrar, died there on Thursday, the 
10th instant, of pneumonia. 

Mr. Vice-Consul Gerolimato telegraphs that order is maintained. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


36963] 


No. 195. 


(No. 64.) 
Sir, 


Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 9.) 


Adis Abeba , October 10, 1907 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 24 of the 28th June concerning the appoint¬ 
ment of a Greek Representative in this town, or, failing that, the recognition by the 
Hellenic Government of the Greek community which has recently been formed, 
I have the honour to report to you briefly a case which has occurred within the last 
few days. 

One of the most powerful of the Chiefs of Tigrc, named Dejaz Guksa, who has only 
quite recently acknowledged the suzerainty of the Emperor Menelek, arrived here a few 
weeks ago to tender his allegiance formally. 

Lately, several rifles were stolen from his camp, and finally one of considerable 
value, which had been given him by the Emperor. Ordinary efforts to discover the thief 
proving unsuccessful, resort was had to the “ Libasha.” The “ Libasha ” is a Shoan 
institution : it consists in mesmerizing a small boy who is attached by a rope to his master. 
He is taken to the spot where the theft was committed, where he begins to imitate the 
action of the thief, finally running off in the direction which the criminal took. No one, 
however exalted his position, may stop him in his course, but the innocent are exculpated 
by a pat on the back. Arriving at some house or other the boy lies down, and this is 
considered good legal evidence sufficient to convict the owner of the house. 
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- However remarkable the accuracy of the “ Libasha ” may be in some cases there 

side° fnd b on b the th th ° D ** " h ° le 11 'a ba, ? d 1 0n shar P ness and impudence on the one 
side, and on the other on ignorance and credulity. 

In the present instance I am told that the boy was hurryimr here and there 

the town, when a bystander expressed his wonder at his going so much astray^ savin° hi 

ThomT S The a bo > Y'f > a tn '° P reviou ^ a Greek, named George 

I nomas. The boy s leader it seems, overheard this, with the result that the bo vat 

once turned and made straight for the Greek’s house, where he at once lay down 
whereupon the Greek was arrested and put in chains. ^ * 

On the following day I received a vehement protest from Thomas, who, however 
did not appear on the register of Hellenic subjects. Subsequently he sent some Greek 
documents, which I forwarded to the Greek Community for translation and verifica- 

SLtZlSZSP “" "" de ”‘ ll “‘ » * IMfc ™ sub i ect ’ “■>»*«*» 

The chief interpreter of this Legation has been ill in bed nearly three weeks nast 
with a serious attack of fever, so that I have to rely on the only other interpreter who is 
far advanced in years and infirm in health. For the last three days lie has been 

who°mhf m„ h,S 8ParC r t0 . en , deav T t0 . fi " d i,n . v Proper Abyssinian authority from 
'. h ° m r h l 0 T{ P10C ! lre rh ° maS releaS , e ’ but without success, and it appears to me certain 

doneL the matte/ 0 1H '° CKre a " audlence Wlth the Emperor before I can get anything 

.. Jvli® formation of the Community has already relieved this Legation of a con¬ 
siderable amount of trouble in petty cases, such as disputes, winding-up the estates of 

SnS P p SOn u n C " bUt ]t be °f real "tiKtj until it has received the recogni¬ 

tion of the Greek Government. It is on this account that I have to-day addressed to you 

my telegram No. 30, inquiring whether such recognition was to be granted 

Even then I beg to submit that the protection of Greek subjects imposes on His 
Majesty s Legation a burden which is nothing short of intolerable. Apart from the verv 
large amount of work which it entails (there are several lengthy and complicated 
proceedings m hand at the present moment), there is also, as I have already had the 
honour to point out, the invidious task of presenting their claims and complaints to the 
Negus, which olten threaten to push out, through mere shortness of time and to 
endanger the real interests for the protection of which this Legation exists/ This is 
the greatest objection. Our protection of Greek subjects cannot but act adversely unon 
our own interests. J 1 

There is one further difficulty. An extraterritoriality does not exist in Abyssinia 
the Legation has no absolute hold over the Greek subjects, who are free to obey its 
sentences or not as they please. It is true that the Abyssinian authorities are Generally 
very good in enforcing any sentence that has been passed, but there is no guarantee that 
this will always be so. 

A temporary measure of great importance to remedy the existing situation would 
be the delegation by the Greek Government lo the Greek community of power to hear 
and decide all cases among Greek subjects and questions of personal status, or 
inheritance according to Greek law. Appeals could be heard by this Legation, which 
would be assisted by a member of the Community. 

I can see no reason why the President of the Community should not even represent 
the affairs of his fellow subjects to the Emperor, who has twice expressed his readiness 
to recognize it. 

A better plan would be the transfer of the protection of Greek subjects to some 
other Legation which has not already by far the largest number of subjects in 
Abyssinia, as well as the frontier affairs round three quarters of the country to attend to. 

The Russian Legation, for instance, have, I am informed, not more than three 
subjects in this country, and would no doubt he ready to undertake the task. 

But the proper solution of the question would he the appointment of a Greek 
Representative. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


136688] 


No. 196. 

Mr. Hokler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 9.) 

(No. 43.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , October 30, 1907. 

MY telegram No. 42. 

The new Ministry is in the main composed of quite unimportant people. Of 
course none of the Ministers have the vaguest idea of their duties. 

Considerable difficulty must be expected in connection with Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, who is a clever, unscrupulous, plausible, and corrupt [group undecypherable]. 
Hitherto he has been Nagadras, or head of the merchants. He is also appointed 
Minister of Commerce. 

My Italian colleague and myself fear that it will be next to impossible to conduct 
business with him. We think that if the three Representatives here protested against 
his appointment he would be removed, but from our previous experience we are 
convinced that it is idle to hope for loyal co-operation from the French Minister, who 
is at the present moment purposely absent from Adis Abeba. We know that he is in 
close and constant communication with the Nagadras, and there is good ground for 
suspecting that he is in his pay. If we propose to him to refuse collectively to 
recognize the Nagadras as Foreign Minister, lie will almost certainly act as in matter 
of the arms traffic, and assent to an identic but separate protest, which he himself will 
in fact never make, but rather the reverse. 

There seems to be no doubt that Menelek has formed Ministry in all sincerity, 
and hopes much from it. 

Under the circumstances the best course seems to be that we two should be 
authorized to express satisfaction of our Governments at formation of a Ministry as a 
step in the path of progress, and, despite his character, to make trial of the new 
Minister for Foreign Affairs for a month or two ; also, if we think necessary, to refuse, 
in concert with, I suppose, my Italian colleague, to deal with anybody except Menelek 
in person. 

Italian Charge d’Affaires is telegraphing in the same sense. 


[37303] No. 197. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 

(No. 46.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , November 9, 1907. 

RAILWAY. 

I hear on excellent authority that the French Minister yesterday informed 
the Emperor Menelek by -letter that the old Company had been definitely 
liquidated and a new Company formed. He therefore requested him to at once grant 
ti Concession to this new Company, in the name of Hr. Vitalien, to construct the 
second section of the line, and take over the assets of the old Company. 

Vitalien is a French subject from Mauritius, and Menelek’s doctor. 

The French Minister has of late mainly employed him instead of his ordinary 
interpreter in his negotiations. 


[36092] 


No. 198. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Hohler. 


(No. 26.) 

(I ‘^e^apliic.) P. # Foreign Office , November 11, 1907. 

SOUTHERN frontier Treaty. 

You are authorized to sign with the modifications proposed. 
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No. 199. 

Sir Edward Grey to ilfc. Hohler. 

Foreign Office, November 11, 1907. 


UU P. 

EW Abyssinian Ministry. 

r fe f t0 7 ° ur ¥ egram No - 43 of the 30th ultimo, 
be dSHt l “ * Pro ‘“ t of Nagadrab would no. 

" 

doulSt, and I con.ider^hSre^tTi.-lmMimtT^Ti' P ° W °"‘ “ " ”“‘ ,er °* 
proposed expression of satisfaction unnecessar ^ or a * least premature, to give the 

r Government have asked our ODinion and , • ? ■> 

mumcated to them. P mon ’ an these .views have been com- 


[36127] 


No. 200. 


Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 

Your Excellency, p . „ „ ,, 

si mmmmmms 

I have, &c. 

_ (Signed) E. GREY. 


£ 37432 3 No. 201. 

(No 47 ) ^ H ° hler l ° Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 12.) 

^MY^telegram No, 41. Mi * Abeba ’ November H> 1907. 

re P° rt ® ! lave been received by the Vice-Consul at Harrar about 
killed. 83 6n ' Gat>n Seems t0 tave lost most of bis troops, but not to have been 


. 1 . 


0hi * “ 

Ine reinforcements ordered are unwilling t.n a d va n no 


The reinforcements ordered are unwilling to advance. 


— *• Kf!r, 


[35779] No. 202. 

Sir Edward Grey to M. Cambon. 

stTasassr* of CmAt i ™ diii » 

re £ ard , t0 *be qiiestion of jurisdiction over foreigners, Sir E Grev is van- 

[1509] ^ ^ Government m opposing this mode of solving the 

2 P 


question has been the repeated declaration made by the Emperor Menelek to His 
Majesty’s Minister at Adis Abeba, that nothing would induce him to consent to an 
arrangement whereby he, a Christian Sovereign, would be placed on the same level 
as Mahommedan rulers. It was thought that His Majesty woidd be more favourably 
disposed towards the alternative scheme of a European Magistrate in Abyssinian pay, 
suggested by Sir John Harrington, which also received the support of the Italian 
Government. 

If, therefore, the French Government are able to induce the Emperor Menelek 
to p consent to the introduction of Consular jurisdiction into Abyssinia, which the 
French Minister at Adis Abeba believes to be possible, His Majesty’s Government, 
for their part, are willing to consent to the scheme, provided the Italian Government 
agree. 

With regard to the question of the Ethiopian Railway, Sir E. Grey takes note, 
with satisfaction, of M. Cambon’s declaration that the French Government have not 
lost sight of the British interests engaged in the railway Company. 

His Excellency is already aware of Sir E. Grey’s views with regard to the action 
of M. Klobukowski. 

Foreign Office , November 12, 1907. 


[37457] 


No. 203. 


The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 13.) 
(Translation.) 

THE Italian Ambassador presents his compliments to His Britannic Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to state that the Italian 
Government have carefully examined the Memorandum communicated by the Foreign 
Office in the note of the 23rd September last respecting the defence of the Legations 
at Adis Abeba. 

The Ambassador would be grateful if Sir E. Grey would inform him whether this 
Memorandum was communicated to the French Government, and if the latter have 
expressed their views thereon. 

Italian Embassy , November 9, 1907. 


[37517] 


No. 204. 


Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 13.) 

(No. 49.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , November 11, 1907. 

MR. ZAPHIRO, who arrived here yesterday, the 10th instant, reports that there 
are a considerable number of elephant hunters on the line, who are only awaiting for 
his departure to cross it. He met about 100 more going to join them, on his 
way up here. 

He turned back a third party, which had already crossed the frontier, bringing 
one of them up here in chains to give witness. 

I venture to urge the desirability of the measures mentioned in my despatch 
No. 11 of the 3rd June being adopted. 

By last mail I sent you a despatch, informing you of Captain Eckford’s readiness to 
undertake the inspectorship. 

As soon as his health allows, Mr. Zaphiro will return. 

(Repeated to Governor, Nairobi.) 
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[37611] 


No. 205. 


Adis Abeba , November 12, 1907. 


(No. 60.) Mr ' HMer l ° Sir EdWard ^-(Received November 14.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

RAILWAY. My telegram No. 28. 

been formed under the^us^^ the new Company had 

a friendly way treating wM the old - U ’ and that lt is aow in 

understand that ordinary shares in the nbl r P y> Wlt l ? Vlew to bu y in g it up. I 
shares in the new Company th ™^ be . transformed into deferred 
administration will be entirelychan^ed* A llffl . ex * stln » interests, but the present 
his ” 

Hi, departure 

delays in Paris over the lit)nidation J , lnd cflmte]y, on account of the 

negotiations wiu, Menelek, or had ooimejeed *ny°ra h " d °°‘ “ n “ hed hi ' 

a meeting, at which thev decide tW +1 ’ also that the Ministry recently had 

changed ^ a great show of His attitude*^ was entirely 


[37520] No. 206. 

(No. 61.) ^ H ° hler ‘° 8ir Eduard G ™y.—(Received November 13.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. ... ..... 

YOUR telegram of the 9th instant ’ November 12 . 1997 - 

fact, pay). P ^ whlch Irencl1 citizens at present, like all others in 


[33065] No. 207. 

/1SJ QO . Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Hohler. 

(No. 83.) 

n* ' 

lr ’ t XT a in? -a , _ _ T Foreign Office, November 13, 1907. 

of P ed y0Ur d f P? tch No - 45 of 7th September relative to the claim 

vour^tfp^i bert ° P n S f°’ an n allan sub i ect > against M. Ydlibi, which was brought to 
your notice by your Italian colleague. ® 

TT- A d .° u “ de rstand, from the terms of Count Collis’ note to you, that he desires 

Governmen t t° take any action in the matter, nor, indeed, am I aware 
tnat they have any grounds for so doing. 

M. Hassil Ydhbi is, I understand, by birth a Syrian and an Ottoman subject *and 
his assertion that he is a British subject is not, so far as I can learn, supported by any 

M ; ^ bl 18 belie T ed t0 be in Eur0 P e at this moment, but his movements and 
present address are unknown at this Office. 

? .^ 0ul , d appear that the proper course which Signor Prasso should follow in order 
to obtain satisfaction is to sue M. Ydlibi in the Abyssinian Law Courts. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[37610] 


So. 208. 

Mr. Hdhler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 14.) 

(No. 52.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , November 12, 1907. 

DR. VITALIEN (see my telegram No. 46 of the 9th instant) has solicited the 
support of the Italian Legation to his appointment as Minister of Public Health. He 
stated that he would in fact serve as Adviser in general to the Ministry . 

Prom the Minister for Foreign Affairs the Italian Charge d’Affaires learns that 
the appointment (which seems to me highly objectionable) is being urged by the 
French Minister, but that King Menelek is not well disposed towards it. 


[37517] 


No. 209. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Hohler. 


(No. 28.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 14, 1907, 

I HAVE received your telegram No. 49 of the 11th instant [Southern Frontier 
control]. 

We have concurred in the complete scheme which the Colonial Office recommended, 
arid which Sir J. Harrington approved. 


[37303] 


No. 210. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 629.) 

r • . Foreign Office , November 14, 1907. 

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith copy of a telegram from His Majesty’s 
Charge d’Affaires at Adis Abeba, 0 reporting that he learns that the French Special 
Envoy at that capital has informed the Emperor Menelek that the Ethiopian Railway 
Company has been liquidated and a new Company formed, and has requested His 
Majesty at once to grant a Concassion to the new Company. 

Your Excellency should take an early opportunity of inquiring ot the French 
Government whether the information which has reached Mr. Hohler is correct, and 
should it prove to be well-founded, you should point out to them how regrettable it is 
that M. Klobukowski does not take his British and Italian colleagues into his confidence 
as provided by Article X of the Tripartite Agreement. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[3i&feb] 


$ 


a, 29.) 

eieerradhic.) P. 


No. 211. 

■ i I , 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Hohler. 


4 Foreign Office , November 15, 1907. 

ENGAGEMENT of temporary interpreter is sanctioned. 

(See your despatch No. 61 and my tele 


my telegram No. 12.) 


• c4 ! 


No. 212. 

• V * • 

Count Metternich to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 16.) 
(Translation.) 

\ our Excellency, German Embassy , London , November 13, 1907. 

I DID not fail to communicate to the Imperial Government the contents of 
your Excellences note of the 23rd September last and of the Memorandum inclosed 
therein, respecting measures for the defence of the foreign Legations in Adis Aheba 


* No. 197. 
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iomuTfo transmit t herewith'a I Memorandi^ ea ^ °t - Em r cr,,r M«nelek. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Ambassador), 

(Signed) STUMM. 


Inclosure in No. %\2. 

Memorandum. 

SrgJr of ,ot tu. 

any outbreaks of hostility to foreigners on the death at Ad,S Abcba a S a ^st 

to the following observations on the part of the ^ 

aecor&Sh 1 ^^®“he feo°“ “ Adis Abeba will, in 

River Kabana, outsideVe^"not *"“.“** of the 

grounds. Building operations have already commenced “ RuSSlan Le S atioH 

outside walb/of the newLegation"Vulidin^'-'will 8 . ex P resse ®i m tbe Memorandum, the 
way that they .ill afford proCion^agaftfiTe art ° f ^ itt SUch a 

Ther^are^tT^ossession of^l^ImperiarLe^tio’n at the^Dr 1 ° ra ^ Um “ C< “ d 
rifles and four carbines Care will be tTon tn * the P resent moment twelve Gras 
up to thirty „d to Prtvido tho"«““™ ™ ““ 

n t!us way a homogeneous defence would be rendered possible. Thfsum\n hi 
pai o the Chief should be left to the discretionary decision of the Representatives. 
Berlin , November 6, 1907. 


[37770] No. 213. 

Mr. Gilmour to Mr. Norman.—(Received November 16.) 
““'ENCLOSE . Memorandum ot .. 

^STwE^Udd”””" 1 p ““ d b ”‘"“ ll “ Tr “ ,t " d “* **“' ** AiU Al “ b ». 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) T. L GILMOUR. 


2 Q 


[1509] 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 213. 

Memorandum for Mr. Norman. 

THE following is a summary of the statements which I made to you this 
afternoon:— 

I informed you that we had heard from Adis Abeba that M. Klobukowski had 
written to the Emperor Menelek stating on the authority of the French Government that 
a new Company had already been constituted, and asking Menelek to grant a new 
Concession to his (Klobukowski’s) nominee. T added that a representative of the Trust 
had had an interview with Mr. Vacher, the liquidator of the Railway Company, who had 
informed him that it was not true that a new Company had yet been constituted, but that 
the question was still being studied. Mr. Yacher added that he had not received any 
instructions from the French Government to negotiate with the Trust for the purchase of 
our position, and he further added that he had no proof that there were any English 
shareholders in the Ethiopian Railway Company, and that our “ quality d’Anglais ” was 
in no way taken into account by the French Government in the arrangements which they 
contemplated making. I informed you that before seeing Mr. Vacher we had received 
information that the proposals which were under consideration by the French Government 
were as follows :— 

That a new Company was to be constituted which was to construct the second 
section of the line under Concession from the Emperor Menelek, and was to acquire the 
whole of the assets of the old Company ; that the Emperor Menelek was to grant to the 
new Company a “ dime ” or customs charge of 4 per cent, on all merchandize passing 
over the railway; and that the French Government, on its part, was to put the new 
Company in a position to raise the necessary capital for the construction of the new 
second section of the line and to acquire the assets of the old Company by proposing to 
the Chambers an annual subvention of 2,700,000 fr. per annum for seventy-five years. 
Out of this sum it was proposed to assign to the liquidator of the old Company an 
amount which had not yet been definitely fixed. I added that the sum first mentioned 
as designated for this latter purpose was 350,000 fr., but that later a sum of 450,000 fr. 
had been named. 

I pointed out that on the supposition that the liquidator was permitted to capitalize 
the sum guaranteed by the French Government, cither of the amounts named would 
only produce a certain number of millions of francs, the exact amount of which it was 
impossible to fix, but which would roughly work out at a purchase price for the whole 
310 kilom. of the existing railway at from 30,000 fr. to 50,000 fr. per kilom. It was 
obvious on the face of it that any such price would be inadequate. 

The liquidator, when asked as to the accuracy of these statements, said that 
no figures had been fixed, but said that he still hoped to obtain for the assets of the old 
Company a sum equivalent to 25,000,000 fr., which would permit of a division among the 
bondholders and creditors, but would leave nothing for the shareholders. It is, however, 
understood that the proposal under discussion makes some sort of provision by which, if 
in the distant future the railway produces a surplus, the sums advanced by the French 
Government shall be paid off, and a proportion of any subsequent profits shall be assigned 
to the liquidator of the old Company for the benefit of the shareholders. Whether the 
scheme does or does not in fact contemplate such a provision it is obvious that the chance 
of the shareholders ever obtaining anything under such a plan is infinitesimal. 

I further informed you that our information was that the Banque dc nndo-Chinc 
made it a condition of its taking up the new Company, that the old Company should 
disappear, basing this condition on two grounds—(1) that it would not. have the British 
Trust Company as a shareholder, and (2) that recent events had so damaged the credit 
of the Ethiopian Railway Company that it did not care to assume any responsibility in 
connection with that Company. 

I told you that, while we could not of course guarantee the accuracy in detail of 
this information, it appeared certain that the French Government was bringing pressure 
to bear on the liquidator to approve a scheme for submission to the shareholders and 
creditors of the present Company, under which our interests should be in no way 
differentiated from the interests of the French bondholders and shareholders ; while as 
regards the large sum we had advanced in cash for the payment of the coupons, we 
should be treated as ordinary creditors, our mortgage on the line being treated as 
invalid, and our rights under the construction contract not being recognized. 
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I explained that our reading of the present situation was this: That the French 
Government did not wish to declare the decheance of the present Company until it had 
secured a new Concession from the Emperor Menelek ; that M. Klobukowski’s statement 
to the Emperor, that the new Company had been formed and the interests of the old 
Company safeguarded (which we knew to be untrue), was intended to induce the 
Emperor Menelek to grant the new Concession. With this Concession in its possession 
the French Government would then be in a position to go to the shareholders and 
creditors of the old Company and say: “ Here are the terms which we offer you ; if 
you do not accept them we shall declare the ddcheance of the Company, and its assets 
will be sold to the highest bidder.” But ns there is and only can be one bidder, i.e., 
the new Company (since the French Government will not recognize any other purchaser), 
the new Company will be able to buy the assets on its own terms. Until, however, 
this new Concession is obtained from the Emperor Menelek, the French Government 
could not declare the decheance of the existing Company without incurring the serious 
risk that the Emperor Menelek would declare the old Concession at an end and decline 
to grant a new one. 

M. Klobukowski was understood to be urging his Government to constitute the 
new Company, and to effect a settlement with the old Company without further delay. 
If the French Government or its financial nominee acquired our interests they would 
then be in a position to carry through any arrangement they liked, but it was obvious 
that we could not be expected to accept a solution which might result in our receiving a 
sum insufficient to enable us to pay off the moneys which the Trust had borrowed to 
enable it to make the advances it had made to the Ethiopian Railway Company, thus 
leaving absolutely nothing for the shareholders in the Trust. 

November 14, 1907. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 213. 

% 

Captain B. England io Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company. 

(Telegraphic.) * Adis Abeba , November 10, 1907. 

WE are informed that Klobukowski has written Menelek, stating on authority of 
French Government that new Company already completed, asking Menelek grant new 
Concession immediately to his (Klobukowski’s) nominee. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 213. 

Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company to Captain B. England. 

(Telegraphic.) November 13, 1907. 

IT is not true new Company lias been completed ; inacceptable proposals have 
been made (to) liquidator by French Government. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 213. 

Captain B. England to Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company • 

(Telegraphic.) November 15, 1907. 

REFER to my cable of the 9th. 

Have had private information that Menelek has offered to grant Concession to 
Klobukowski or his nominee to construct a line from Dire-Daouah to Hawash Valley. 
Menelek intends building section from Hawash Valley to Adis Abeba himself. It is 
possible Klobukowski will accept, notwithstanding terms are not stated. The whole of 
the arrangement rests on the assumption that new Company has been formed to protect 
all interests of the “Compagnic Imperiale des Chemins dc For Ethiopians.” 









137717] 


No. 214. 

Mr. Hahler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 16.) 


(No. 53.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , November 15, 1907. 

PLEASE refer to my telegram No. 52 of the 14th instant. 

The Italian Charge d’Affaires was informed by Emperor Menelek that, with regard 
to the demand made to him for the appointment of a European in the Ministry, he 
had determined to give a refusal. 


[37804] No. 215. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 16.) 

(No. 54.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , November 14, 1907. 

MY telegram No. 46. 

I am informed by the same authority that the Emperor Menelek has answered, 
offering to grant a Concession to the French Minister or his nominee for the 
construction of the further section of the railway up to the Hawash, reserving to 
himself the right of constructing the section to Adis Abeba from the Hawash. 


[37611] No. 216. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 131.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foieign Office , November 16, 1907. „ 

ETHIOPIAN Railway. 

Can you find out if formation of new Company has actually taken place ? 
Ethiopian Trust Company here deny this on authority of the official liquidator of the 
olel Company, but they confirm the information in Mr. Hohler’s telegram No. 46 of 
the 11th instant, as to a letter having been addressed to Menelek by the French 
Minister in the name of his Government, stating that old Company has been definitely 
liquidated and a new Company formed. 

It is supposed that this action has been taken lest the railway should be entirely 
lost to French enterprise, as Menelek, if he knew that new Company was not yet 
formed, would refuse new Concession when, through the dissolution of the old Company, 
their Concession lapses. 

See also Mr. Hohler’s telegram No. 50 of the 14th instant. 


[36884] No. 217. 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano 

Your Excellency, Foreign Office , November 16, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 6th instant, 
inquiring the views and intentions of His Majesty’s Government with reference to the 
recent appointment of a Ministry by the Emperor Menelek. 

It is impossible to say whether the step now taken by His Majesty is likely to 
facilitate the transaction of business by the Representatives of the Powers at Adis 
Abeba with the Abyssinian Government,-by interposing a fresh personality between 
the Emperor and the foreign Representatives, it may not render negotiations even more 
difficult and protracted than they are at present. 

In view of these considerations. His Majesty’s Government are of opinion that any 
expression of satisfaction at the policy adopted by the Emperor is undesirable, at any 
rate until an opportunity has been afforded of testing the merits of the new system. 

His Majesty’s Government fully share the opinion of the Italian Government that 
it is better not to raise objections to the appointment of the Nagadras, for the reason 
that in his capacity of Minister for Foreign Affairs he lias not yet given any cause for 
complaint, and they feel that they cannot lay claim, on behalf of His Majesty’s Repre¬ 
sentative, to the right to insist on transacting all business directly with the Emperor. 


■V 
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The foreign Representatives would, however, naturally retain the right which they 

» “ di "“ by Hi - >£» <■>* 

the above^ens?' 8 ° h " 8 * d ’^ ffaireS at Adis Abeba bas been instructed by telegraph in 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[32377] No. 218. 

(No 635 ) ^ Edward 0rey t0 8ir R forte* 

^ Vnm? u ■„ , , , Foreign Office, November 16, 1907. 

Excellency will have observed from a perusal of the Confidential Print 

iS’A f ber86Ctl0n r v and 2) that His Majesty’s Government com- 
L FrenCh ,’ , Ge “' ^ ahan - and R nssian Representatives at this Court 
i^r r r dU “ Pr t Ppared f' r J ‘ H ? rri ngton, showing the measures recommended by 
hnm for the protection of the foreign Legations at Adis Abeba against an attack by a 
mob such as might follow the death of the Emperor Menelek, and solicited an 
expression of the views of their respective Governments on the proposals contained 

The settlement of this question is a matter of urgency, not only on account of the 

° f thu E 1 mper 1 or ’ s b ® altb ! hut also because ihe Lords Commissioners of 
His Majesty s Treasury, by a letter dated the 27th September, have made the appro- 
pnation of a sum oi money for the reconstruction of His Majesty’s Legation dependent 

B . f f asiblbt y ° f concerted action between the Powers interested (see Confidential 
Print, Abyssinia, September 28, section 1). v 

.1 • * k* ve therefore to request your Excellency to take an early opportunity of recalling 
this matter to the attention of the Government to which you are accredited, and of 
expressing the hope that His Majesty’s Government may be favoured with an early 
expression of their views. J 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[36558] • No. 219. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 637.) 

Sir ’ WTTTT f . , Foreign Office , November 16, 1907. 

WliH reference to your Excellency’s despatch No. 431 of the 5th September and 
previous correspondence relative to the affairs of the Ethiopian Railway, I have to 
inform you that Mr. T. L. Gilmour, a gentleman interested in the Ethiopian Railway 

rust and Construction Company (Limited), recently called at this Office to inquire 

whether His Majesty s Government would be disposed unofficially to recommend to 
the favourable consideration of the French Government a scheme to provide for the 
due recognition of the Company’s interests in respect of the Ethiopian Railwav 
Company, at present in liquidation. 

. ^ r ; Gilmour was informed that before coming to a decision on this point His 
Majesty 8 Government must have an opportunity of studying his proposal to see 
whether it was a reasonable one, and was accordingly asked to commit his ideas to 
paper and to call again to discuss them. 

^ r * ^turned on the 5th instant and communicated the Memorandum 

copy of which is inclosed,! wherein particulars of his scheme are set forth. 

Your Excellency will perceive from a perusal of this paper that Mr. Gilmour’s 
plan consists in the payment in full of the indebtedness of the Trust Company with 
the addition of 10s. on each share for distribution among the shareholders to be 
followed by the dissolution of the Trust Company and the formation of a new Company 
for the acquisition of what he calls “ the non-railway assets ” of the Trust. 


• Also to Sir E. Egerton (No. 147) and Sir A. Nicolson (No. 391). 

[1509] 


t No. 187. 
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Mr. Gilmour explained that these consisted in (1) the “ loans and sundry 
shares,” and (2) the “lands and buildings at Adis Abeba” mentioned in the balance- 
sheet which accompanies the Memorandum. 

He further stated that since writing the Memorandum he had learnt that the 
Trust Company only owned rather more than a half-interest in the construction 
contract, and that a private arrangement would have to be made with a view to the 
acquisition of the remaining interest from its present possessors. This, however, was 
a detail with which His Majesty’s Government need have no concern. 

To provide the sum necessary to carry out his scheme Mr. Gilmour suggests that 
the French Government should make an arrangement with some other group who 
would be willing to find the money in return for some Concession of a different 
character. 

In this connection he stated that he had learnt on the 2nd instant some particulars 
of the Banque de lTndo-Chine which made him think that the required “ purchasing 
group ” might be found in that institution. The bank had undertaken the construc¬ 
tion of the Yunnan Railway on consideration of a guarantee by the French Government 
of the estimated cost of the enterprise. It had, however, been found that the line 
would actually cost double the guarantee, and the bank was anxious to obtain from the 
Government a further guarantee to make up the deficit. He thought, therefore, that an 
arrangement might be reached between the French Government and the bank whereby 
the former should guarantee the additional sum required, on condition that the latter 
satisfied the claims of the Trust Company in respect of the Ethiopian Railway. 

It was pointed out to Mr. Gilmour that, though the idea of thus utilizing the 
Banque de l’lndo-Chine might very likely occur to the French Government, such a 
step was not one which His Majesty’s Government could undertake to suggest to them. 
In this observation he entirely concurred. 

Mr. Gilmour further said that, according to the information in possession of the 
Trust Company, the French Cabinet were divided on the subject of the treatment 
which the Company should receive. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Finance 
were in favour of a fair settlement of their claims, while M. Milli&s-Lacroix, the 
Minister of the Colonies, was anxious to force the Railway Company into bankruptcy 
and thus eliminate the interests of the Trust Company without any compensation 
whatever. 

Your Excellency is authorized to inquire unofficially of the French Government 
whether a settlement of the question on those lines would be acceptable to them, and 
to express the hope of His Majesty’s Government that they will accord to this matter 
their early and favourable consideration. 

In any conversation which may take place on the subject your Excellency should 
of course make no definite suggestion of the nature indicated by Mr. Gilmour with 
reference to the Banque de l’lndo-Chine. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[36963] No. 220. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Elliot. 

(No. 120.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 16, 1907. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 17 of the 14th ultimo, relative to the 
protection of Hellenic subjects in Abyssinia by His Majesty’s Legation at Adis Abeba, 
I transmit to you herewith copy of a further despatch from His Majesty’s Charg6 
d’Affaires at that capital,* giving an account of a recent case in which this protection 
had to be exercised, and suggesting certain temporary measures to remedy the existing 
situation. 

As six weeks have now passed since yon requested the Hellenic Government to 
consider the question of appointing a permanent Representative in Abyssinia, it may, 
I think, be reasonably expected that they have by now arrived at some conclusion on 
the subject, and, if you see no objection, I should wish you to inquire whether this is 
the case. 

It would be undesirable, in discussing the question with the Hellenic Government, 


• No. 195. 
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Legation? 11 eM,CT ^ ^ HohIeT ’ s suggestions for the temporary relief of His Majesty’s 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[36959] 


No. 221. 


Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


Sir, 

of WITH reference to the letter from this Office of thrEg^ult^oTomardin^py 

appointment^ “T*" ^ d ' AffaireS at Adis AbefiJSSS VTe 

^ Bo -n, as ‘ e -P° ra 7 Ins P ector the southern frontier of Abyssinia 

c P ^i,r”„?dS»blf" Mr ' Boy “ "’ hich “ te “■ c “ ti ”“ d i» ">*i 

consid n er£l°^£ Cir r^ 8ta f Set f ° rth “ this despatch, I am to suggest, for the 
flnvl£f\ f n v of BI ? m > the advisability of calling the attention of the 
caTe ZJTtnl i E . aSt ^^Protectorate to the matter in order that he may 
possible t h 1 b kppt 0n Mr ' Boyes Proceedings in the future as far as may be 

t0 add that Sir E. Grey has authorized Mr. Hohler to convey to Mr. Zaphiro 

P ession of his approval of the temporary measures taken by him to meet the 
case. * 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


r 35384] No. 222. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

fill* 

’ t a tit j- x Foreign Office , November 16, 1907. 

. , ^ lreCBe d by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, in accordance 

wmi the request contained in your letter of the 25th ultimo, the correspondence 
inclosed therein relative to the future control of the southern frontier of Abyssinia 

was referred to His Majesty’s Minister at Adis Abeba, who is at present on leave of 
absence from his post. 

I am to inform you that Sir J. Harrington has now perused these papers, and has 
expressed his entire concurrence in the scheme therein set forth, which, he considers, 
will have most advantageous results, both commercial and political. 

He is further of opinion that the increased revenue which is likely to be derived 

from the adoption of the proposed arrangement will more than cover the cost of 
carrying it out. 

I am to state that Sir E. Grey fully shares the views of Sir J. Harrington on this 
question, and I am accordingly to suggest, for the consideration of the Earl of Elgin, 
that no time should be lost in putting the scheme into execution. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[37820] No. 223. 

Sir F, Bertie to Sir Edward Giey.—(Received November 17.) 

(No. 63.) En clair. Paris, November 16, 1907. 

ABYSSINIA. Your despatch No. 629 of the 14th instant. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, whom I have seen this afternoon, informs me 
that the French Special Envoy at Adis Abeba cannot have “informed the Emperor 
Menelek that the Ethiopian Railway Company has been liquidated and a new Company 

* So. 192. 
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formed,” nor can he have “ requested His Majesty at once to grant a Concession to a new 
Company,” for, though the Company is in liquidation, it has not yet been liquidated, 
and, though steps are being taken to form a new Company to take oyer the concern 
from the old one or to receive a fresh Concession with the same objects, such new 
Company has not yet been formed. The Special Envoy has probably told the Emperor 
what is in progress, but no demand has yet been made, nor will it be before a com¬ 
munication has been made to His Majesty’s Government on the subject of the railway, 
which, as provided in the Tripartite Agreement, is to remain a French concern. 

M. Pichon says that if the Representatives of the three Powers are to report to 
each other all their conversations with the Emperor Menelek business will be 
interminable. M. Klobukowski reports that Mr. Hohler constantly sees the Emperor, 
but he does not think it necessary to repeat to his French colleague what has passed 
about the Abyssinian Bank or other matters. 

M. Pichon suspects that the Empress Taitou causes false or misleading information 
to be conveyed to the British and Italian Charges d’Affaires, in order to make mischief 
(“ brouiller les cartes ”), and that they, being young and inexperienced, are needlessly 
suspicious. 

I reminded M. Pichon that M. Klobukowski had spoken to the Emperor Menelek 
respecting the question of Consular jurisdiction, and had consulted with the German 
Minister without previously taking the British and Italian Charges cTAffaires into his 
confidence on the subject. 

M. Pichon gave the same explanation of the circumstances as M. Cambon did to 
you (see your despatch No. 600, Secret, of the 28th October).. 

With reference to Article 10 of the Agreement, to which I called M. Pichon’s 
attention as enjoining communication between the Representatives of the Powers in 
Abyssinia and not only between the three Governments, M. Pichon said that the policy 
of France and England is identical, and that the French Minister will, without doubt, 
inform his British and Italian colleagues of anything worth communicating. 


[37912] No. 224. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 18.) 

(No. 65.) 

Sir, Adis Abeba , October 21, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to you herewith a copy of a despatch which 1 have 
received from His Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Harrar, reporting the death of Dejazmatch 
lima. 

I venture to express the opinion that Mr. Gerolimato, at whose suggestion the 
various measures were taken for the maintenance of order, has acted with great 
discretion. 

(Signed) 1 *™’ & T. B. HOHLER. 


Inclosure in No. 224. 

Vice-Consul Gerolimato to Mr. Hohler. 

Dear Sir, Harrar , October 11, 1907. 

AS I wired you yesterday, poor Dejazmatch lima passed away yesterday morning 
at 6, and was buried at noon in the tomb of his father, Ras Makonen, in the Church of 
St. Michael outside the town. 

The troops who came here for the Feasts of Maskal were sent away last Saturday 
and Sunday, and only a few Harrar troops were left here. This was done because 
Ilma’s troops are not accustomed to Harrar and the Europeans, so the greatest danger 
was from these troops; those of Makonen are accustomed and not so savage, so only 
Makonen’s troops were left here; and yesterday, when the death was announced, the 
Acting Governor prohibited anybody from going out of or coming into the town, 
which was a very good measure, and I am very glad to say that, owing to all these 
precautions, the town is quiet and not the smallest accident happened. 

The market is closed, and although I would like to have it opened to-morrow, in 
order to let the town recommence its usual life, I ordered the merchants to keep it 
closed to-morrow also as a compliment to the Abyssinians. 


98 


157 

, l Z l !f f t0 yesterday but the telegraph office refused to accept the telegram. 

1 al ” “ f ™ d 1110 

I hope that everything will pass off quietly 

. The Acting Governor listens to what I say, and he sends Atto Marcha, late Governor 
of Dxre-Dawa and Gildessa, every moment to me for advice. uoveinor 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Signed) J. GEROLIMATO. 


[37914] No. 225. 

/xt ^ x Mr * Hohler t0 Sir Edward Grey.—{Received November 18 ) 

(No. 67.) 7 

Sir 

* T tt a in? xx i , . _ _ Adis Abeba, October 23, 1907. 

,{ f r/Vn hfm ° ur t0 acknowledge receipt of your telegram No. 21, informing 
me that the Hellenic Government ask for time for consideration in the matter of the 
official recognition of the Greek community in Adis Abeba 

There seems room to apprehend that this answer foreshadows an unwillingness 
to grant such recognition, or at all events to postpone it indefinitely. 

I trust however, that the arguments put forward in my despatch No. 64 of the 
Wth instant which I am convinced will be indorsed by Sir John Harrington, will 
sufficiently have demonstrated to you the desirability of relieving this Legation of the 
task of protecting Greek subjects altogether. 

This morning I had an audience with King Menelek, when I had twenty-three 
different questions to endeavour to settle with him. Of these, we discussed fifteen in 
the space of one hour and three-quarters, and of the fifteen, five were Greek cases all 
of a particularly urgent and frictional character. 

"With regard to the case of George Thomas, related in my above-mentioned 
despatch, 1 had at my last audience mentioned the matter to the King, and procured 
his conditional release, whereupon the man at once himself applied for a “ Libaslia ” 
and the boy, on being put into a trance in his house, walked off to a neighbourin'”* 
house, where he stopped. The owner of this house in his turn applied for a “ Libasha ” 
whereupon the boy again returned to Thomas’ house, with the result that Thomas was 
again arrested and bound. 

To day I again procured bis release on giving bail for 25/., which, His Maiestv 
said, was the value of the stolen rifle. 

. Thomas’ action in himself invoking the " Libasha ” renders it very hard not only 
to interfere on his behalf, but also to press for the abolition of so ridiculous a custom. 

I do not believe His Majesty has any confidence in it, although he mentioned several 
cases this morning where it had been eminently successful. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. B. HOHLER. 


P.S.—I have the honour to report further that Thomas came to see me to-day, 
not to express his thanks for his release 1 , but to demand compensation, moral and* 
material, and further assistance with the Abyssinian officials. I informed him that 
as he was not registered I had already gone beyond my duties in helping him, and 
that for the further prosecution of the matter he must address himself to* the 
Abyssinian authorities alone. I trust that this course will meet with your approval. 

F B. H.’ 

October 24, 1907. 


[38224] 


No. 226. 


Adis Abeba , November 15, 1907. 


Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 19.) 

(No. 55.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

SOUTHERN frontier. 

After careful discussion with M. Zaphiro, it appears that the proposed line as it 
is at present drawn presents several grave disadvantages. I will report them by 
iespatch. 

[1509] t 2 S 



15S 


I hear meanwhile that the Abyssinian Government, who are supposed to be 
drawing up the Agreement for signature, either are desirous of introducing further 
changes into the wording, or actually are so doing. 

I suppose we are committed to accepting and signing it if they present it to me 

in the form agreed to. . 

I venture to suggest that, if they introduce any change whatever, I be authorized 
to formally acknowledge the line as described in the Emperor s letter sent to bis 
officers and given to M. Zaphiro (see Mr. Clerk’s despatch No. 7 of the 15th May), 
and again in draft Agreement recently handed to me, stating that, pending a 
satisfactory delimitation, we also recognize this as the frontier line temporarily, and 
that we shall protect it as such. 

This would, I think, provide us with a sufficient basis for present action, while 
leaving us entirely free for any further rectifications, which certainly seem desirable, 
although the present line would be workable if skilfully delimited. 

Next, I would further submit that it is equally necessary to provide adequate 
protection for the line whether the Agreement is signed or not. It is evident from 
M. Zaphiro’s reports that this necessity is very urgent. 

For outline of measures recommended see inclosure in my despatch No. 46 of the 

9th September. 

The revenue would about cover the cost. M. Zaphiro has within the last eight 
months confiscated over 2,000/. worth of illicit ivory, while the tribes would be glad to 
pay tribute in return for protection. Though it would probably be best to leave trade 
free for the first year or two, considerable customs returns may also be expected 
within a short time. 


[38247] No. 227 - 

Director of Military Operations to Foreign Office.—(Received November 20.) 

THE Director of Military Operations presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and would be glad if, subject to Sir E. Grey’s 
approval, he might be informed whether any decision has been arrived at regarding the 
defence of the British Legation at Adis Abeba, referred to in Lord Cromer’s telegram 
No. 290, dated Cairo, the 23rd November, 1906, to Sir Edward Grey, repeating the 
substance of a telegram received by the former from Sir John Harrington, His 
Majesty’s Minister at Adis Abeba. 

War Office , November 18, 1907. 


[37914] No. 228. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Hohler. 

(No. 86.) 

gj r> Foreign Office , November 21, 1907. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 67 of the 23rd ultimo, relative to the 
question of the recognition of the Hellenic community in Abyssinia, with special 
reference to the case of George Thomas. 

The language held by you to this individual, with regard to his claim for 
compensation and assistance, as reported in your despatch above mentioned, has my 
approval. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[36960] # No. 229. 

Foreign Office to Treasury. 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 21, 1907. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to request you to call the attention 
of the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury to the importance of having in 
readiness a supply of young men qualified to fill the post of Interpreter to His Majesty’s 
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fi* Saar MS 

unnt ror work for nearly a month, having been confined to his bed with a severe attack 

° f hi * d ° oto - he “* be * bk '» 

rendered him also unwell and compelled him to remain in bed ’ 

Mr. Hohler was consequently, at the time ol writing, deprived of the services of 

Maiestv^GlvernmenTin’ ° f “T"™ nMwt detrimental to the interests of His 

M jesty s Government in Abyssinia, and a matter of grave inconvenience in a country 

where such a person is m continual requisition, not only in dealing wkh the Government 

but also in settling the numerous questions affecting the interests of British Indian 

of hither “races wh° f If® nUn ^ er0U8 HelIenic subjects. Egyptians, Armenians, and persons 
of other races who, for various reasons, enjoy British protection Interpreters are 

w„ r rt er req r ed 1 fT Un,Cati "e with the servant * a " d employes of the Legation the 
workmen who come to do repairs, the messengers and others. ^ ’ 

, u 13 C 6ar I r ° m the ab , ov ? tacts that the services of the present interpreters cannot 
long be counted upon, and that the question of finding somebody to take their places 
even now when they are temporarily incapacitated, is an urgent one. P 

vonthsfmT^m 1S ’ mo , reover ’ one of considerable difficulty, as the number of Abyssinian 
youths fiom among whom prospective interpreters could be chosen is very limited and 

nP( , A* Ab yf lula ns are usually without any education whatever, it would be absolutely 
jiecessai y to impart to any youths selected some measure of general information, besides 
instruction in their own and foreign languages. 

The required course ot teaching could be begun at Adis Abeba under the 
supermion of His Majesty’s Representative, but, as educational facilities are practically 
nonexistent in Abyssinia, the young men would undoubtedly have to be sent elsewhere 
(e.g., to Cairo) to complete their instruction. 

After careful consideration of the question, Mr. Hohler has fixed on two young men 
who would be suitable as interpreters, and has requested authority to engage them at 
once and begin their education locally. ° 

exce^^O^a-month ^ CXpenSe involved wouId be smaI1 » and would, in any case, not 

t A* m to r f9 UC8t 7 0U to submit Mr. Hohler’s proposal to the consideration of their 
Lordships, and to express Sir E. Grey’s hope that they may see their way to authorize 
him to carry it into effect. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[38224] No. 230. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

(Confidential.) 

® ir » TrrTmTT , . Foreign Office , November 21, 1907. 

WITH reference to this Office letter of the 16th instant, relative to the question 
of the southern frontier of Abyssinia, I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to 
transmit to you, for the information of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, a copy 
of a telegram which has been received from Hi9 Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Adis 
Ababa on this subject,* together with a copy of the telegraphic reply which it is 
proposed to send to Mr. Hohler. | 

I am to inquire whether Lord Elgin concurs in the terms of this answer. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET 


• No. 226. 


T Draft telegram to Mr. Hohler. 




[38537] 


No. 231. 


Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Orey.—(Received November 23.) 


(No. 553.) 

gj r> Paris , November 22, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you with reference to the instructions contained iu 
your despatch No. 637 of the 16th instant, which I received on the evening of the 19th, 
that as I had an appointment to see the Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday 
afternoon, 1 sent to him, shortly before the time at which he was to receive me, a 
Memorandum, of which I inclose a copy, concerning the interests of the Ethiopian 


Railway Trust and Construction Company. 

When I saw M. Pichon he told me that he did not know any details on the subject 
of the negotiations about the railway. They had been conducted by the Ministry of 
Finance. His Excellency had read the Memorandum which 1 had communicated to 
him, and he would confer with the Minister of Finance on the subject of the suggestions 
made on behalf of the Trust. He knew that M. Caillaux was anxious to settle the 
question in a reasonable manner. I told M. Pichon that some of the persons interested 
in the Company believed his Excellency and M. Caillaux to be well disposed to come to 
a fair settlement, but thought that the Minister for the Colonies was inclined to take 
advantage of the state of liquidation in which the Railway Company was placed to make 
an arrangement unduly favourable tor his Department at the expense of the interests 
of the Trust Company. M. Pichon said that it was the maladministration of the 
railway which had led to its being put into liquidation, but he was sure that the Minister 
of Finance, under whose direction the negotiations with the Company were being 
conducted, would be ready to give favourable consideration to any reasonable sugges¬ 
tions for a settlement. Perhaps a group might be formed to take over the concern on 
some such terms as those indicated in the Memorandum. Whether the inducements 
held out would be sufficient he could not say, for he had not gone into the question of 
the railway at all. I observed to his Excellency that there had, I understood, been a 
question of a French Bank forming a group. M. Pichon replied that he believed that 
the “ Banque de Undo-Chine ” had been spoken of for the purpose. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure in No. 231. 

Memorandum. 

HIS Majesty’s Ambassador has received instructions from Sir Edward Grey to 
approach the Minister for Foreign Affairs unofficially on the subject of the interests of 
the Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company. It has been represented to 
the Foreign Office that the liquidator of the Ethiopian Railway Company proposed to 
reconstruct the Company on a basis which would have preserved, but in another form, 
the interests of the existing shareholders, bondholders, and creditors. The French 
Government are stated to have taken exception to this proposal, their objection being 
that it would still leave the British group with a large direct interest in the Ethiopian 
Railway Company, above all with the construction contract, and with the actual or 
potential control. The liquidator therefore abandoned this scheme, and put forward 
another which would eliminate the British group. This result was to be secured by the 
formation of a new Company which would purchase the whole of the assets of the 
old Company for a sum to be agreed on, which sum was to be paid in paper of the 
new Company, postponed to the new capital which the new Company would have to 
raise for the construction of the line. The Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction 
Company object to this scheme, and consider that the only satisfactory arrangement 
would be one by which the interests of the Trust would be acquired for a cash 
payment, viz., a payment in full of the indebtedness of the Trust plus 10s. per share. 
On this basis a cash distribution could be made to the shareholders, and the Trust be 
dissolved, a new Company with a small capital be formed to acquire the non-railway 
assets, and the shares be distributed to the shareholders. 

It is explained that the non-railway assets consist in (a) the loans and sundry 
shares, and (b) the lands and buildings at Adis Abeba mentioned in the balance-sheet 
herein inclosed. 
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With regard to the question of how the cash would be provided, it has been 
represented to the Foreign Office that the French Government do not desire to provide * 
the cash, but are willing to accept the assistance of any French group acquiring the 

vTaht t \ hC TrUSt Com P^ re S ard construction contracts a 

valuable asset, which under competent management might become a source of 

confirrn'this contract.*"^ induceraent to a French Phasing group to 

The f ° I,0 7 ,ng stateme nt» drawn up by the Managing Directors of the Trust 
Company, has been communicated to the Foreign Office:_ 

* ^ ^ SUe + caplt f! °* th ® Trust Company amounts to 308,132 shares of 1/. each, 

1° ^ er ^° enable the Board of the Trust Company to pay 10s. per share to its 
shareholders (i.e., 50 per cent, loss), the sum required would amount to 239,671 /. This 
sum is arrived at as follows :— 

£ 

1. Debentures, loans, and liabilities .. .. ok 

2. 308,132 shares at 10.... .. " " " " 

Total •• •• .. •. 239,671 

Against payment of this sum in cash the Trust Company might cede the whole of 
ite securities, loans, and contracts which it holds in the Ethiopian Railway Company, 

1. Secured loans amounting to 54,525/. 

2. 10,622 obligations. 

3. 10,224 shares (500 fr. each). 

4. 34 founders’ shares (100 issued). 

5. Contract to construct the line to Adis Abeba and extension. 

Sir Edward Grey has desired Sir Francis Bertie to express unofficially to his 
Excellency M. Pichon the hope of His Majesty’s Government that the French Govern¬ 
ment will accord to this matter their early and favourable consideration, and will in due 
course inform him whether a settlement of the question on the above-mentioned lines 
would be acceptable to them. 

Paiis , November 21, 1907. 


[37457] No. 232. 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 

SIR EDWARD GREY presents his compliments to the Italian Ambassador, 
and has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of his Excellency’s note of the 
9th instant, relative to the defence of the foreign Legations at Adis Abeba. 

Sir E. Grey has the honour, in reply, to refer the Marquis di San Giuliano to his 
note of the 23rd September, and to inform him that the Memorandum which was 
prepared on this subject was communicated to the French, German, and Russian 
Governments as well as to the Italian, but that no reply lias, up to the present, been 
received from any of them, except the German. 

A further communication has accordingly now been addressed to the other three 
Powers concerned, through the medium of His Majesty’s Representatives at the 
respective capitals, requesting an early expression of their views on this subject, and 
Sir E. Grey would be glad to be favoured with those of the Italian Government with 
as little delay as may be convenient. 

Foreign Office , November 23, 1907. 
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[38622] No. 233. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 24.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , November 21, 1907. 

BAI 17W AY : Your unnumbered telegram. 

King Menelek’s French interpreter, who is untruthful, but who I believe spoke 
the truth on this occasion, is responsible for the statement in my telegram No. 46. 

The French Minister himself stated that a new Company had been formed, as I 
mentioned in my telegram N o. 60. 

One of the Ministers has confirmed the statement that the Abyssinian Govern¬ 
ment themselves intend to construct at least a part of the railway. Labour is. to be 
provided by the Province of Shoa, and monetary contributions by the other provinces. 


[38778] No. 234 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received November 24.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba, November 23, 1907. 

YOUR telegram No. 18. . 

According to statement of French Minister, his Government have been informed 
by His Majesty’s Government that they agree to the principle of Consular jurisdiction. 


[38779] No. 235. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received November 25.) 

(No. 68.) Abeba, October 26, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith the translation of a document 
which I have this morning received from the Emperor Menelek, in which he informs 
me that he has formed a Ministry. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


Inclosure in No. 235. 

King Menelek to Mr. Hohler. 

(Translation.) 

SALUTATION be to you. . 

It is some time since we thought of introducing a European system into our 
country. You have always indicated (this), and said it would be good if we too 

would adopt some of the European systems. .... , , T *n 

I have now started to appoint a Ministry, and, if it is the will of God, 1 will 
complete it. I inform you that I have appointed the following persons: 

Affa negus Nasibu, Fitaurari Habta Giorgis, Privy Seal Gabra Selassi, Bejirond 
Mulugeta, Likamaquas Katama, Nagadras Haila Giorgis, Kantiba Walda Sadik. 

Adis Abeba , October 25, 1907. 


[38780] No. 236 * 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey— {Received November 25.) 

69-) Adis Abeba, October 28,1907. 

lr ’ IN my despatch No. 68 ot the 26th instant I had the honour to forward a Circular 
which had been addressed to the Foreign Representatives here, informing us of the 

formation of a Ministry. ., . . . 

The Affa Negus is appointed Minister of Justice. An account of him is given m 

Mr. Clerk’s Report on Abyssinia. There is nothing to add about him, except that he 
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frankly admits that he has not the least idea of his new duties, and caunot understand 
what the whole thing means. 

.. '*" h e Fitaurari Hapta Giorgis, with whose name you will be well acquainted as that 

ol the Governor of the Equatorial Provinces, is named Minister of War. He is an 
j>P n ght and just man, and one of the very few in the country who has the courage of 
h,s opinions. He recently prevented the nomination of Deja z Guksa, the grandson of 
King John as Ras of rigre, apprehending certain danger if all that turbulent province 
were united under one head. He » said to be afflicted with leprosy. These two men 
are the only men of weight m the new Ministry. 

Alaka ( abra Selassi is appointed to an office which I think can only be called Privy 
Seal. He has been the King’s Chief Secretary for some time past, and such he still 

... Bejirond Mulugeta has hitherto been His Majesty’s Treasurer. He is now dignified 
with the appeUatmn of Minister of Finance. An account of him is given by Mr. Clerk, 
and it will be seen that his influence is for bad. J 

Likamaquas Katama is one of the holders of that office described by Mr Clerk 
which consists m wearing in battle exactly the same arms and equipment as the 
King, so that the enemy may be deceived and devote their efforts to destroying 
him in place of the King He is also head of the King’s Rifle Brigade. He is 
appointed Minister of the Interior. He is a man of no weight or importance. 

I he Kantiba \\ aid a Sadik has hitherto held the position of Mayor of Adis Abeba. 
He is a respectable, intelligent, and honest man, and one who has had a considerable 
amount of intercourse with Europeans. But his standing and influence are small 
Me is appointed Minister of Agriculture. 

The Nagadras Hailo Giorgis has been described in sombre colours by Mr. Clerk 
but I venture to think he might have depicted him blacker still. This adroit schemer 
has been presented with the portfolio of Commerce and also of Foreign Affairs. He 
seems never to leave Menelek s side, and by dint of continual presents, great plausibility, 
and a perfect knowledge of how and when to approach the King on any subject he 
appears to stand pre-eminent at the present moment in His Majesty’s confidence. ’ 

It is difficult to see exactly how to take this Ministry. 

I sent round to-day to ascertain what progress its members were making with their 
various functions, and they were found to be engaged as follows 

The Minister of War was in bed, being unwell. The Privy Seal was busy gathering 
m hay. The Finance Minister was in attendance on the King. The Minister of 
Justice was seated under a tree administering justice. The Minister of Agriculture 
was engaged in quarrying and collecting stones for the construction of a new road, 
while his colleague of the Interior was supervising the laying down of those stones. The 
Minister for Foreign Affairs was weeding one of His Majesty’s cornfields. 

Rut I believe that King Menelek himself is quite serious in his scheme, and hopes 
to have achieved a piece of real progress. There is every reason to believe that he will 
very shortly appoint his heir and successor, and in fact all the Rases and Governors who 
can be spared from their provinces are reported to be now on their way to the capital. 

I think it is His Majesty’s idea that the appointment of a Ministry will tend to 
consolidate the Government and the rule of his successor, who will almost certainly be 
a minor. 

But, like most things in Abyssinia, excepting old customs, it will, L think, soon fall 
into disuse and decay, and so collapse of itself. 

The only serious question is that of the Foreign Minister. As Mr. Clerk reported, 
the Nagadras, in virtue of his position as head of the merchants, has necessarily constant 
dealings with the Europeans here, who are mainly petty traders of a remarkably low 
class and character. From these he picks up scraps of information and ideas, and poses 
as being an authority on European ways, manners, and systems. Tricked out with 
these peacocks’ feathers, he easily imposes himself on the King, who has no means of 
knowing better, as being the true bird. It is for these qualifications that he has been 
selected as Foreign Minister. He is directly concerned in every commercial transaction 
of the slightest importance which takes place, and draws profit impartially from all 
concerned. 

It seems certain that if the foreign Representatives accept him as such they will 
put themselves in the very position now occupied by the merchants, that is, they will 
not accomplish the slightest object except for value received. 

But I regret to have to say that the matter is more serious than this. 

If the Representatives of the three Signatory Powers of the Agreement of the 
13th December last presented a united front in refusing to recognize this man there 







would be little or no difficulty in procuring his removal. Unfortunately my Italian 
colleague and myself have learnt from experience that it is vain to look to the French 
Minister for loyal co-operation. 

If we propose to his Excellency (who is at preset absent from Adis Abeba) to 
protest jointly against this appointment, there are three courses he can pursue: the 
least likely is that he will assent, in which case he will send round his interpreter 
beforehand to say that, though appearing with us, he means nothing; the second is 
also little likely, namely, to refuse, saying he considers this appointment fit and proper; 
the most probable is that he will agree to make identic, but separate, protests. In this 
case he will act with the same duplicity as over the question of the arms traffic, and, 
while professing to lend his support, will in fact do diametrically the opposite. 

I should add that M. Klobukowski is in close and constant communication with the 
Nagadras, whose house he is at present inhabiting. 

There is ample ground for suspecting that this intercourse conduces to the personal 
advantage of the latter. 

(Signed) haV6 ’ & T. B. HOHLER. 


[ 38781 ] 


No. 237. 


Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 

(No. 70.) 

gi r> Adis Abeba , October 29, 1907. 

IN continuation of my immediately preceding despatch, I have the honour to 
report that M. Klobukowski had at first fixed his departure for the commencement of 
the present month, but he keeps deferring it, and I am uncertain as to his present 
intentions, but I believe he will now start off within a month. It will therefore be 
opportune to review briefly the operation of the Agreement of the 13th December 
during his stay here. 

I am able to affirm conscientiously that I have adhered most strictly both to the 
letter and the spirit of the Agreement, and to the instructions I have received from 
the Foreign Office to keep on friendly terms with my two colleagues and to support 
them loyally. I have informed both M. Klobukowski and Count Colli of any step I 
was taking which appeared to me to concern our general interests, and I am happy to 
say that, so far as the Italian Representative is concerned, I have met in return with 
the utmost frankness and loyalty. 

With regard to the French Minister, I regret to say that I cannot recall any one 
instance in which he has shown the slightest sign of endeavouring to act in accordance 
with the Agreement. He has maintained the closest secrecy as to all his proceedings, 
and when I have questioned him as to them he has invariably refused, on one pretext 
or another—as I have had the honour of informing you already on more than one 
occasion—to give me any information. 

After the first attempt to obtain by joint action the adoption of Count Colli’s 
proposals for checking the arms traffic, when he behaved with duplicity, pretending to 
support them with Menelek, whereas in fact he made objection to them, he has made 
no attempt to collaborate with us, nor has it appeared to us worth while to endeavour 
to obtain his assistance. 

It is my firm conviction that, so far from observing the Agreement, he has 
merely made use of it, by deriding it to the Abyssinian authorities, who before had 
been in very considerable anxiety as to its action, to further his own ends with what 
success I am at the present moment quite unable to say, for I have thus far carefully 
abstained from making any inquiries of Abyssinian sources as to his proceedings, lest 
I should thereby show that the Agreement was not working in full order. 

He has publicly spoken of the Italian Chargd d’Affaires in very slighting terms, 
and I have not the slightest doubt that he has done the same of myself, though it has 
not reached my ears. 

Shortly after his arrival he accused me, as you are aware, of ill-faith, a charge 
which he subsequently withdrew with apologies. I do not think that it is possible to 
produce a single Englishman living here against whom he has not made a charge, on 
one ground or another, during the five months which have since elapsed. 

His personal relations towards me have been marked by a great outward show of 
cordiality, but both this and the Italian Legation have been in quarantine for himself 
and his staff ever since the first fortnight of his stay. 
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I think his endeavour to draw the German Representative into the discussion 
of questions of general interest is highly to be deprecated, especially as be did so to 
the exclusion of the Italian Chargd d’Affaires. Herr von Mutius does not, however, 
appear to be a man who desires to raise trouble, and it is to be hoped that after 
M. Klobukowski’s departure this feature will not reappear. 

Ihe Agreement of the 13th December, 1906, was concluded, as I understand it 
with a view to prevent misunderstandings or disputes between the Representatives of 
the three Powers most closely interested in Abyssinia, to put an end to the unfortunate 
rivalries w ? hich from one cause or another had prevailed among them, and, in 
Sir John Harrington’s words, to pursue a “white policy,” presenting a united front 
to the Abyssinians. 

Nothing, in my opinion, could possibly have been more diametrically opposed to 
this purpose than M. Klobukowski’s behaviour throughout. He has unceasingly 
hunted for the favour of the Abyssinians and their King, and has resorted to intrigue 
in a measure greater, I should imagine, than it was ever employed here before—and 
possibly with greater success, as both myself and Count Colli considered we were 
precluded from having recourse to such methods, both by the Agreement and by our 
instructions, and thus left the field clear for him. But, personally, I still doubt 
whether he has gained any material results by his policy, or even whether he has made 
any real progress in his railway negotiations, which, according to his own account, 
form the sole object of his mission. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[ 38782 ] No. 238. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 

(No. 71.) y V ' 

® ir » Adis Abeba , October 30, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on Thursday last a messenger came with a 
letter from the Secretary, Alaka Gabro Selassi, of King Menelek, in which he stated 
that he was writing by order of His Majesty, who desired that I would send a telegram 
of which the draft was inclosed, to ask you that another person should be sent here to 
replace Sir John Harrington as Minister. 

I saw* His Majesty on Saturday, the 26th October, and asked him what reasons he 
had for so extraordinary a step, but he gave me none, and I accordingly refused to 
send the telegram. 

On the following morning I again saw the King, and reminded him that, if he 
persisted in his intention of refusing to receive the person whom His Majesty’s 
Government appointed as their Representative, and with whom he himself had passed 
many years of close and friendly intercourse, and who had conferred innumerable 
benefits both on him and his country without being able to give very good and valid 
reasons, he would be placing such a slight on them as they could not fail to 
resent. Personally I believed that the result would be that the Legation would be 
withdrawn altogether. 

The only reason of any kind which he vouchsafed was that Major Ciccodicola and 
M. Lagarde had gone, and it would be better that Sir John Harrington should be 
changed also. 

I replied that this appeared to me to be no reason at all, and if he had none 
better to offer, I must refuse to forward his telegram. He said that in that case 
he would send it himself. I urged him to reflect carefully upon what I had said 
before venturing on a course which was likely to lead him into great trouble. 1 
Yesterday afternoon the same messenger, named Lij Bayana, brought me a letter 
from the King himself desiring me to forward the telegram in his name. To this 
I have to-day replied, again refusing. I have the honour to forward to you herewith 
a translation of the letter of King Menelek and a copy of my reply. 

I have been quite unable up to the present to find out what the real reasons for 
this move are, and whence the inspiration comes. I do not believe it is the King 
himself, but I think it is a clique of the most undesirable, but perhaps, at the moment, 
the most influential clique at the Ghibbeh, composed of Nagadras Hailo Giorgis (now 
Minister for Foreign Affairs), the King’s Private Secretary, Affa Wark, Lij Bayana, 
who is head of the telegraphs, and possibly Beiirond Mulugeta, the Treasurer. 

[1509] 2 U 
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There are very good grounds for believing that they are supported and egged on 
by a certain foreign influence which has shown marked hostility during the last few 
tiionths to British interests and even to Sir John himself. I do not think the persons 
Mentioned would have had the courage to embark alone, unsupported and unencouraged, 
on this campaign. 

I need hardly dwell on the absolute necessity of refusing to pay any attention to 
King Menelek’s request, unless he has some very strong and good reasons, which 
appears in the highest degree improbable, and I venture to submit that, from a local 
point of view, it is hardly possible to take up too determined a stand on this 
question. 

Sir John Harrington’s return is indispensable, and the more circumstance with 
which it is attended the better. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 238. 

King Menelek to Mr. Hohler . 

(Translation.) 

YOU have told me that you will not communicate the telegram, regarding Sir 
John Harrington, sent to you by the Privy Seal on the 24th October, to the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs of Great Britain. 

But to-day I am obliged to tell you to inform your Government in my name that 
for some time now I have been looking for and desiring things which will unite us in 
friendship with Great Britain. 

As in all the words that Sir John speaks to us, civility is lacking, it is therefore 
our desire to have another Minister in his place. 

Please let us know by letter that you have communicated our message to your 
Government. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 238. 

Mr. Hohler to King Menelek. 

Your Majesty, British Legation , Adis Abeba, October 30, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday 
concerning Sir John Harrington. 

I heartily reciprocate your wishes for the strengthening of the old friendship 
between our two countries, and therefore I- must beg to be allowed to refuse to 
associate myself in any way with any step which is contrary to your Majesty’s 
interests. I sincerely believe that your present intention is of this nature, for reasons 
which I have had the honour to submit to you verbally, and I beg that you will most 
carefully consider it before acting on it. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


138746 ] No. 239. 

Sir E . Egerton to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 

No. 172. Confidential.) 

Sir, Rome t November 19, 1907. 

IN talking with me yesterday on the subject of Abyssinia, M. Barr&re told 
me two things which I venture to report. The first was that he had complained to 
Signor Tittoni of the tone in which the Italian Charged d’Affaires had addressed himself 
to M. Pichon, who could not accept the form in which the communication was made to 
him respecting M. Klobukowski’s attitude to his English and Italian colleagues ; and the 
second, that the French Government will not agree to the suggestion of the appointment 
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impossibility of dete^mnk^e*a>de 11 to'be S e^.loyedTnd^he ° bj ’® c . tion ®T th . e Poetical 
Emperor Menelek.who, on the other hand, would probably agree 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


[ 38777 ] No. 240. 

(No. 57 .) MV ' HMer t0 S ' r Edward G rey.-(Received November 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. ... .. _ 

MV telegram No. 54. Abeha > Novern ber 23, 1907. 

French Minister states that until the new flnmnomr L nn /» 

S S" ° ld Oo ”‘ p,, ‘ 5, ■ “ c ““°‘ ,om,llj be raid “»*• >>"* £; 


[ 38778 ] No. 241. 

3Q ^ Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Hohler. 

(Telegraphic.) P. « . 

. . ™ E ^ench Government appear confident thfSeSk^lUo?^o 2 V 9 ® 7 . 
jurisdiction, and they have been accordingly . U not ,°PP ose Consular 

xz d :Lti. Italia * 

jurisdiction, and^bjectedfeTit^nly fw tS reason f MeneIek would acce P t Consular 
See your telegram No. 58 of to-day’s date. 


[ 38939 ] IS'o. 242. 

(No. 669.) 8n F t0 8ir Edward Grey.—(Received November 26.) 

,, ’ ° N ^P*. 0 / y° ur despatch No. 635 of the 16th inftent’ to 

mYJtT C 5 Mlnl ® ter . f ° r Fore.gn Affairs, requesting that His Maiesty’s Government 

£ V °r d J lth an , ] early ex P ression of the views of the French Government 

in regard to the Memorandum prepared by Sir John Harrington describing thl 
measures recommended by him for the protection of the foreigf Legations at Adis 

, * ha ™ tFe honour to transmit to you herewith copy of M. Pichon’s reply in which 

he states that the question has been referred to the French Minister at Adis 
and that his Excellency will communicate the reply of the French Gov^nllf ’ 
soon as M. Klobukowski’s report has been received P ornment as 

. fl, M ' Plchon f dds ; however, that lie recognizes the utility of the proposals in regard 
to the armament and defence of the Legations. 1 1 ln re S aM 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure in No. 242, 
M. Pichon to Sir F. Bertie. 


M. l'Ambassadeur Pam, le 23 Novembre, 1907. 

PAR une lettre en date du 17 de ce mois, votre Excellence a bien voulu appeler 

Z n T^l7-i l ° n , 8U . r ^- I"®, P r6se t nte le .dement de la question de la defense 

des lAptions k Adis Abeba, r^glement au sujet duquel un Memorandum a 4t4 remis 
k 1 Ambassade de la Rdpubhque a Londres le 23 Septembre dernier par Sir E Grev 
Avant d arr 6 ter nos decisions, j’ai juge utile de prier notre Ministre a Adis Abeiri 
de me donner son avis sur la question et de me faire connaltre son sentiment sur les 
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propositions contenues dans la note du 23 8e ^“ b me *J re d . adress er au Memorandum 
part a votre Excellence de '^^^XuV^skririnXrmations que je Ini ai demanddes 
prteite dfes que j’aurai re S u de , f' 0 ; ( ^ tre a votre Excellence que je reconnais 

Lis je puis des et k la defense des Ldgatmns. 

Futility des propositions qui ont trai Agr6ez, &c. 

(Signd) 8. PICHON. 


[38247] N °- 243 ' 

Foreign Office to Director of Military Operations. 

THE Under-Secretary °f State for LTSer^f the 18th instant 

the Director of Military Operations, and m&referenc directed b Secretary 

g?l™ 0 nr.o" pS- for *• 

protection of the foreign Legations mAlj^uua. this scheme has been submitted to 
The Under-Secretary of State is toaMt Government8 for their comments and 
the Italian, French, Russian, ^ave been received except from the German 

»fot've P ™? OT ed in P aj the ”<*“*“> by S,r J ' 

A copy of the German reply » 'iaWreioed to the Italian, French, mid 

S U gg lor an early eapr«ion cl Ureir view, on Are aabyech 

Foreign Office, November 26, 1907.__ 


No. 244. 

[35779] 

Mr. Tyrrell to the Marquis di San Giulvmo. 

Foreign Office, November 28, 1907. 

My dear Ambassador, . , , , f orgo t to tell you yesterday that 

SIR EDWARD GREY desires me to s y ., d tbe p renc h Government are 

he has informed the French Ambassador^ d thfi introduct ion of Consular 

able to induce the Emperor Italian Government are willing to agree, 

jurisdiction into Abyssinia, and CO nSit toX scheme. 

His Majesty’s Govermnent aie r y Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) W. TYRRELL. 


[39368] No ' 245 ' 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.-(Received November 30.) _ 

(No. 72.) Adis Abeba , November 6, 1907. 

Sir, „ , . ■%*.. c\ork who was then His Majesty s Charge 

,A»iLt sw. teTssa rf -rsss 

Sr«f-=^SS^c,.r, naylor the 

h., ™-d satscs 

P-i^* SrVfrom taking «-er «. ».rk, and h. r.tnrned to 


• No. 128. 


t No. 212. 


169 


104 


nspect the line during Mr. Zaphiro’s enforced absence, but, as you are aware, these 
efforts have been unsuccessful. Mr. Zapbiro may be daily expected to arrive at 
Adis Abeba, and meanwhile I have been obliged to intrust the guardianship of the 
frontier of the British East Africa Protectorate to a party of Abyssinians. 

I have now received from Captain Eckford a communication in which he states his 
willingness to undertake the duties of Frontier Inspector, with a minimum salary of 
500/. per annum, in addition to all transport expenses. 

The Emperor Merelek has twice recently again expressed his readiness to sign the 
Frontier Agreement in the form which I have had the honour to telegraph to you, 
i.e., an Article defining the line, and a second Article stating that Commissioners shall 
be sent down by both parties to fix it with precision ; and at the last audience which f 
had with His Majesty he again gave orders that it should be written out. 

It will be no matter of surprise to me if, when l receive this document, l find that 
some change or other has been introduced, as His Majesty's reluctance to come to any 
definite agreement on this frontier is nothing less than extraordinary. 

But whether an agreement is come to or not, 1 venture to express the opinion that 
it is indispensable that the frontier, as at present accepted, should be efficiently protected 
on our side, and that this cannot be done by Abyssinians. 

I am not aware whether the Government of British East Africa have yet taken any 
steps for appointing officers, with suitable escorts, for guarding the frontier, but should 
they not have done so, I have the honour to suggest that it would be desirable to 
accept Captain Eckford's offer of his services, and to request the Indian Government 
that he may be seconded lor, say, a period of two years. 

I should add that Mr. Clerk is personally acquainted with Captain Eckford, and is 
therefore able to report to you on his qualifications for the post. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


i39632] 


No. 246. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 2.) 


(Confidential.) 

Sir, Downing Street , November 30, 1907. 

WITH reference to your Confidential letter of the 21st instant relative to the 
question of the southern frontier of Abyssinia, I am directed by the Earl of Elgin to 
state, for the information of Secretary Sir E. Grey, that, while the Governor of the 
East Africa Protectorate has expressed his general concurrence in the proposed 
system of frontier patrols, the consent of His Majesty’s Treasury has still to he 
obtained. 

2. Under the circumstances, therefore, I am to suggest that for the last three 
lines of the telegram which it is proposed to send to His Majesty's Charg6 d’Affaires 
at Adis Abeba should be substituted the following:— 

“ .... Assistants, including Mr. Zaphiro. The Colonial Office are proceeding 
with the matter as expeditiously as possible.” 


3. Subject to this alteration, Lord 
telegram in question. 


Elgin concurs in the terms of the draft 
I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. L. ANTROBUS. 


[39863] 


No. 247. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 4.) 


Adis Abeba , December 3, 1907.- 


(No. 60. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

MY despatch No. 26. # . 

I venture to suggest that it is desirable to obtain communication of railway 
proposals, as they at present stand, from the French Government. 

I suspect that there may possibly exist some conditions prejudicial to our interests 
—one, that the cost of the railway shall be guaranteed by some percentage of the 
[1509] 2 x 
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customs of Abyssinia, which would be equivalent to a corresponding increase of the 
customs all round the country, as it is not likely that the Emperor Menelek would 
forego any of his present revenue. With the exception of the French Treaty, which 
has never been published, but which is said to fix duties at 8 per cent., and is now 
being revised, all present Commercial Treaties have merely most-favoured-nation 
clauses. The other condition might be to the effect that all goods within a certain 
zone must be carried by the railway, which would destroy our Somaliland trade and 
Berbera. 

I cannot understand the French Minister’s invincible reluctance to communicate 
his negotiations to me unless there are some such conditions. 


[39842] No. 248. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 4.) 

(No. 61.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , December 3, 1907. 

MY despatch No. 70. 

I am informed by the French Minister that his Government have expressed entire 
approval of all his proceedings. 


[38224] No. 249. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Hohler. 

(No. 32.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Fcreiyn Office , December 4, 1907. 

SOUTHERN frontier. Your telegram No. 55. 

If the wording of the Treaty is changed in any way by King Menelek you should 
tell llis Majesty that the question will be submitted by you to His Majesty’s Government 
for their consideration, but that in the meantime the frontier pro tern, is to be the line 
laid down in the letter to Zaphiro (see Adis Abeba despatch No. 7 of the 15th May). 
You should add that measures will be taken to prevent raids by the Abyssinians south 
of that line, and that His Majesty’s Government are confident that this provisional 
arrangement, which has already been recognized by King Menelek, will be loyally 
adhered to by him, and that he will do his utmost to keep his subjects from hunting or 
raiding south of the line. 

Should the Treaty be presented by King Menelek in the form already agreed upon 
you should sign it. 

It is of more importance to secure a definite frontier, and thus put an end to raids 
by the Abyssinians, than to endeavour to obtain a more favourable line involving further 
undesirable delay. 

The Colonial Office are proceeding as expeditiously as possible with the scheme 
mentioned in my telegram No. 28, which comprises the appointment of a frontier 
Inspector and three assistants, including Mr. Zaphiro. 


[39983] No. 250. 

Sir F. Elliot to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 6.) 

(No. 163.) 

Sir, Athens , November 28, 1907. 

WITH reference to your despatches No. 120 of the 16th instant and No. 123 of the 
22nd instant, both of which I had the honour to receive by messenger the day before 
yesterday, I beg to report that I asked M. Skouses this morning whether the Greek 
Government had come to any conclusion in regard to the appointment of a Repre¬ 
sentative in Abyssinia. His Excellency said that his first idea had been, in order to 
relieve His Majesty’s Legation of the protection of Greeks without loss of time, to 
appoint a member of the Greek community as Honorary Consul, but he found on inquiry 
that none of them was at present of sufficient authority or social standing to be intrusted 
with those functions. There was, therefore, nothing for it but to appoint a regular 
Consular official; but that could not be done in a moment, for a Bill creating the new 
post would have to be carried through the Chamber. In the meantime, he hoped to be 
able to supply the deficiency, by an Honorary Consul, as there was a probability that some 
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Adis Ab°ab S a UffiCient ^ 38 dvil en S ineer9 ’ would be shortly proceeding to 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. ELLIOT. 


t 40068 l No. 251. 

Cotoniai Office to Foreign Office.-{Received December 6.) 

un Jr™ S,r.('Sr' pSi*" feftS mv", *> u. 

Downing Street , December 6, 1907. 


Inclosure in No. 251. 

The Officer administering the Government of Somaliland to the Earl of Elgin .' 
(Telegraphic.) 

™ V Rep ° rt 0a intell *S en ce, October, on subject™"Abyssinian 
north*of T a ™ us sources contradicts defeat of force 

much stock b Renni, ?n fi A by^in.ans inflicted heavy losses on enemy, capturing 

news’oTforce souB Webbe UP *° ** ^ Mk Abeba ' 


[40123] No. 252. 

/■\r -y a \ Mi. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.- (Received December 7.) 

(iNo. 74.) “ ' 

Sj r * 

* w rover r i. , . „ Adis Abeba, November 13, 1907. 

Y\ L1H reference to your telegram of the 17th ultimo, concerning the scheme 
drawn up by Sir John Harrington for the defence of the Legations in Adis Abeba I 
lave the honour to report that the French Minister yesterday asserted that lie had 
not vet received nor seen this document. He said that its existence explained an 
inqiury which had lately been addressed to him by his Government as to the situation 

i * gr ? u i ld he h®d chosen for his new Legation. But, in any case, he thought anv 
plan tor defence would prove unfeasible. 

There was a very marked change in M. Klobukowski’s demeanour on this 
occasion, showing clearly the effect which has been produced by the representations 
which you have made to the French Government. He developed his ideas as to the 
scope of the Agreement of the 13th December, and the manner in which it ought to 
operate, on lines identical with those which I have endeavoured to follow myseff • he 
considered, in fact, that not only the three Powers, but all Europeans even, should 
work m accord towards legitimate objects in concert, as far as possible, with the 
Abyssinians. There was nothing he desired more in all his dealings than the utmost 
openness, and, as far as his railway negotiations were concerned, he would like to 
discuss the question not only with the Emperor, hut in full conclave of all the Rases 
and high officers. 

These and other similar utterances of his Excellency were very satisfactory to 
listen to, as they give promise of a change from his methods of acting hitherto. 1 

0* 1 having M. Klobukowski’s house, I had occasion to visit the Italian Charg* 
-d Affaires, to thank him for his call of congratulation on the occasion of the King’s 
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birthday. Count Colli informed me that on the previous day (11th November), which 
is the anniversary of King Victor Emmanuel's birthday, he had received the visit of a 
certain Dr. Vitalien, who had told him he desired to consult with him on a matter of 
considerable importance. Before leaving he bad informed another member of the 
legation staff of the matter in hand. 

He had said that there was a question of appointing him Minister for Public 
Health, and while this would be his special attribution, he would, in fact, act as 
adviser in general to the whole Ministry, for, of course, the new Ministers were 
ignorant as yet of their duties, and needed the guidance of some European. He trusted 
that his appointment would be favourably viewed by the Italian Legation, as they 
might rely on his complete impartiality, and on his entire good-will. 

Shortly after learning this, Count Colli took advantage of the visit of the Foreign 
Minister to cause him to be interrogated by his interpreter on the matter. Hailo 
Giorgis stated that, in fact, there was a question of this appointment, which was being 
strongly urged by the French Minister, but that the Emperor Menelek was averse to 
it, although he felt the need of some European guidance for his Ministry. He added 
that the railway negotiations between the Emperor and M. Klobukowski had come to 
a complete check, which is the direct reverse of what the latter told me yesterday. 

This Dr. Vitalien is a coloured native of Mauritius, a French subject, and 
physician to the Emperor Menelek since the death of Ras Makonen, in whose service 
he had been previously. 

This man is not popular with the Abyssinians, as they believe he has the evil eye, 
and, by reason of his black skin, they opprobiously term him a nigger. He speaks 
Amharic fairly well, and, in virtue of his professional duties, is in constant attendance 
on His Majesty. He has been employed during the last six weeks or so by 
M. Klobukowski as his intermediary with the Emperor, for the reason, I am told, 
that he found his Abyssinian interpreter backward in advancing his plans. 

I do not consider Dr. Vitalien a trustworthy person, nor have I a high opinion of 
his mental calibre. It seems to me, therefore, that, while directing, he would be doing 
so under direction, and, while not impugning his professions of impartiality, nor 
M. Klobukowski's of respect for the Agreement, I do not believe it would be in 
accordance with the interests of His Majesty’s Government, nor of Abyssinia, that 
the newly-created body of Ministers should move at French inspiration. 

The Italian Charge d* Affaires has already sent an intimation to this effect to 
King Menelek, and I propose to do the same if I find a suitable opportunity. 

, I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 

P.S .—November 15. I have the honour to report that, since writing the above, 
Count Colli has seen the Emperor, and, without mentioning any names, warned 
him seriously against making the appointment. His Majesty assured him that 
he had definitely decided not. to make the appointment which ‘ had been asked of 
him.—T. B. H. 


[40124] No. 253. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 7.) 

(No. 75.) 

Sir, Adis Abeba, November 15, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 59 of the 14th ultimo, I have the honour to 
forward to you herewith a copy of an extract from a letter addressed to me by 
Mr. Zaphiro, giving the ultimate reasons for which he decided not to leave Mr. Boyes 
in charge of the line. 

Mr. Zaphiro, who, as you are aware, has now arrived here, has nothing to add to 
the allegations made by Adsra as reported in his letter. He does not at all believe that 
it was the intention of Mr. Boyes actually to hang his Headman, but he considered it 
was a sufficient example of his conduct to prevent him from leaving him in charge of the 
line. In this l believe you will fully concur. 

Meanwhile, as eye-witnesses of the incident had accompanied Mr. Zaphiro to Adis 
Abeba, I caused them to be examined by Mr. Vice-Consul Johnstone, and I have the 
honour to forward to you herewith the proces-verbal of the proceedings. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 253. 

Proces-verbal of Proceedings respecting the Allegations against Mr. Boyes. 


Statement of Boredet, late Headman to Mr. Boyes, November 13, 1907. 

Boredet, duly sworn by rifle and belt, states : 

Mr. Boyes had ordered me to look after his mules. I then told him I was his 
Headman, and that it was not my duty to look after mules. I said to him : “If you 
don t like me, dismiss me.” After his interpreter had told him that I had refused to 
look after the mules, he tied me up with a mule strap. He tied my elbows behind my 
back with the strap, which then was brought between my legs up to my neck, round 
which it was brought, and then the end tied to the “ kwot.”* Adga came and said • “ This 
is a Government station now, and such a thing must not be done here.” Then Ad<m 
said, In the name of the British Government.” but Mr. Boyes refused to release me. 
Adga ultimately had me released. He told Mr. Boyes that I would look after the mules 
on the next day, and begged him to release me then. I escaped the next day and went 
to Mr. Zaphiro, who said he would make peace between me and Mr. Boyes; but I 
refused, as I was afraid of my life. When Adga intervened, my feet were still on the 
ground, but Mr. Boyes was going to pull me up. One end of the mule-strap had been 
brought over the beam of the “ kwot,” and was lying on the ground beside me. The 
strap, which was double, was wound once round my neck. There was about 3 feet ot it 
over the beam, which was about 7 feet off the ground. Waldo Meden, Mr. Boyes’ cook, 
Idris, and Waldo Yes were present. Mr. Boyes’ other European companion was not 
there; he was with the ponies and mules. When Adga told Mr. Boyes to release me in 
the name of the Government the other spectators did nothing, but only looked on. 
Mr. Boyes then said to Adga : " What does it matter if I hang my own servant ?” He 
did not say to me that he would hang me. Adga had said : “ It is not right to hang a 
man without Government orders.’’ Mr. Boyes replied : “ He is my servant.” The strap 
'\as wound so tight round my neck that I coughed three times. After the strap was 
loosened I tell down and was unconscious, I am not sure tor how long. My elbows 
pained me, but the strap was wound so tight round my throat that I was perspiring. The 
strap between my legs did not hurt me. The height of the beam was about 7 feet from 
t lie ground, and after the strap had been brought over the beam the end was about 2 feet 
off the ground. My wrists were tied together by a rope, and the end of the rope was on 
the ground; that was what I meant by saying at first that the end of the strap was on 
the ground. My wrists were tied behind my back. 

(The following extract from a letter from Mr. Boyes to Mr. Vice-Consul Johustone 
was read out to Boredet):— 

“ I got on very well with the men this trip, except the Headman—he gave me a 
lot ot trouble. All the men lined up several times and complained against him on the 
journey here. When we arrived in the Boran country he compelled the natives to give 
him milk against my orders. I gave them all two months’ ration money in advance, so 
that they could not complain about food. One month’s money at Adis Abeba and 
the other at Sidamo to buy Hour. I arrived here in a month and a-half, so that they 
had a half-month’s rations in advance alter arriving here. After that they got one 
bullock for ten men every ten days. After that he got very impertinent, and refused 
to do any work, so I was obliged to make him prisoner and tie him up. He asked me 
to let him go, and he would work and behave himself. I let him go, now he has 
disappeared, and I expect he will be coming to the Legation; if so, I think he ought to 
be punished for his conduct.” 

Boredet .—We we^e given our rations for the road at Adis Abeba. Mr. Boyes gave 
4 dollars to me as Headman, and to the rest 2 dollars. When we reached Sidamo he 
gave us the same rations, but no pay. We, of course, got our rations for the second 
month before the first month was finished, because there was no Hour to be got below 
Sidamo. I don’t know how r many days Mr. Boyes was on the road. The men did 

• The form of bed in use in the Borana country as a protection against mosquitoes, raised on the top of * 
poles about 7 feet high. j 
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complain against me to Mr. Boyes. I bad ordered them to cut wood and grass and 
pitch tents, and they complained because I had not ordered them properly. I said I 
wanted my master’s work done, that was why I had ordered them. I do not know the 
Boran language, so it was impossible for me to order the natives to bring me milk. 
Mr. Boyes had an Arab* with him who could speak Boran. The men complained twice 
about me to Mr. Boyes. Both times it was about their work that they complained. At 
the time of my being tied up we had been three days in Mr. Zaphiro’s camp. Juma was 
with Mr. Boyes at the time. 

Waldo Yes , witness, duly sworn, states : 

Mr. Boyes had ordered Boredet to take the mules and horses to graze, and 
Boredet had said : “ It is not my business to take the animals out to graze, since I am 
Headman.” Then Mr. Boyes asked Adga what he should do with Boredet. Adga told 
him that it was for him to decide, as Boredet was his servant. The European thereupon 
bound Boredet with a long cord round the arms to a beam behind. Ato Adga then 
saw that Boredet was not humanely bound, and said: “ In the name of the Govern¬ 
ment you should not do this, you must bind him properly.” The European said Boredet 
must remain as he was. Ato Adga then went away, and the servants of the European 
came and begged for Boredet, and the European then released him. After he had 
been released Boredet went to Mr. Zaphiro. Boredet’s elbows were tied up, and he was 
tied round the throat to a beam. The beam was higher than Boredet, and the strap 
passed round Boredet’s throat and back to the beam. It was tied to the beam. The 
reason Adga went away was to call a witness to see this. The servants (“askars”) were in 
the room the whole time, and they and Juma helped to tie up Boredet. When the 
askars expostulated, they said : “ That is enough punishment, let him go.” The European 
immediately released Boredet. The European afterwards ordered Boredet to polish a 
strap. I don’t know whether he did it or not. While Boredet was bound, the strap was 
fastened round the neck low down, and passed round it again, just under the chin. 
When it was placed under the chin,. Boredet coughed once or twice. Adga said : “ You 
should not do this, the man may die,” but the European paid no attention. I saw the 
whole proceeding well. I was standing near Boredet, in front ot him. The light was 
good. Boredet complained that he was feeling sore between the legs, because the strap 
had passed between his legs. The Headman s wrists had first been bound with a rope. 
The strap passed round his elbows, between his legs, once round his chest, once below 
the throat, and once under his chin. After the strap had been taken off, Boredet sat 
down under the beam, and remained seated until the European gave him the order to 
work. 

Bellucho , witness, duly sworn, states: 

I was at my house when I heard that Boredet had been bound, and I went to see 
what had happened. I found Boredet bound with a rope and a strap. He was cruelly 
bound round the elbows with a strap, elbows behind his back, the strap passing between 
his legs, once across his chest, and again round the neck. The strap was attached to a 
beam of the “ kwot.” It passed round the beam, which was perpendicular to the floors 
The strap was tied to the beam above the man’s head. Adga came and begged for 
Boredet. Mr. Boyes did not pay much attention, but loosened the strap a little, 
although he would not unbind him. Adga then called Aba Liban to come. Aba Liban 
came back with Adga and the servants of the European, and begged him to unbind 
Boredet. When the ropes were taken off, Boredet got up and went to his house and 
massaged himselt with ghee. He did not fall down. He complained that his chest was 
sore. He was .tightly bound round the throat, and choked two or three times and opened 
his eyes very wide. Aba Liban did not say anything. He was only present at the 
time. The servants (“ askars ”) begged that Boredet should be released. Adga had told 
the European beforehand that he had no business to tie Boredet up like that in the 
country of the Government. I did not hear Adga say anything after Boredet had been 
unbound. Boredet was on guard next day. He remained one day on guard. The next 
day he went to Mr. Zaphiro. 

Boredet .—I ran away the day upon which I had been tied up. My witnesses do 
not speak well. I have no question to ask the witness. 

Bellacho.— l heard Boredet singing at night while on guard. He was on guard 
by night, not the next day. I don’t know how long he stayed in camp after he was 
untied. 


* Juma, a Swahili. 


WuhetOy witness, duly sworn, states: 

sr no ‘ “ c ™ imi iike ,i »<- 1 


Hapta Mihail, witness, duly sworn, states: 

Sta d C“r d r«s “"a» 

to a beam about 10 feet high, perpendicular to Hip Hn i 118 He waa tied 

Round the throat he was tied so ti^htlv tint ho h 1 i°-’ the !^ am ,)ehlnd him. 

hi., that Boredet .held not 5 JgK “ ! ” “«», •«“ 

my servants like this when they won’t obey ” Then ho i^ P wf aid : 1 .W tle U P 

the neck and put it round the chest The’ !?».• i ? 0seDed tJle stra P a little round 

Waldo Giorgis and Waldo Tarik to hold th» ’ a ' l )revi0llsl y told his servants, 

himself, without any one he W Ad^a heolW"!"’!* tha \ he could tie bil » "P 
that time, but the European refused. Then'the ^enant^of^! alto « ether at 

begged him to unbind Boredet, and he unbound him ’ W he n£ ame and 
said his hands were sore, and sat down Thnn hr* i de ^ was unbound he 

* saw nothing of him since ^Hecame^ack^ Up wenl to his room > and I 

strap l saw him ao-nin nn ih fi • a a aC ^ TT° m * lls 10U8e a companion to polish a 

Root ta M, h 'SrpTrir '' ,,d dV - H ' *“ After th.l 

Boredet. The witness has not spoken well. What should I do ? 

Bellacho, recalled, states: 

»ereS„J”r.l “ "■**»“• "-7 N. 

tatement was read over to theL^ver^ evidence the written 

■ . NB, ~ Tbe oath by rifle and cartridge-belt, according to which Boredet and his 
ltnesses were sworn, is the oath most respected in Abyssinia. The swearer stands over 
the rifle and expresses the wish that, should his evidence not be scrupulously true 
he may meet his death by the rifle and cartridges over which he then steps 7 


Inclosure 2 in No. 253. 

Mr. Zaphiro to Mr. Hohler. 

(Extract.) _ „ _ Chur re Moyalc, September 26, 1907. 

Ul j I:. ;,, turns out i to be a difficult man to deal with. When I come to Adis 

AWrf • 11 a J f- U e ™7 thin g- He quarrelled with everybody here, being against 

Abyesmians and natives alike. 6 s 

1 left Waye and went to Roka to see if I could find any place suitable for a fort 

when a message reached me to say that Mr. Boyes had quarrelled with Adga* I was 

obliged to return immediately, and on reaching Churre Moyale, 1 found Mr. Boyes and 

Adga. According to Adga, it seems that Mr. Boyes had tried to hang his Headman 

inside my camp. Adga interfered, and when the rope was taken from round his neck 

and ah n ’ ^ ieC0Vering consci °usness, ran away, I believe to Adis Abeba, leaving his pay 

I asked Mr. Boyes why he was not more careful in his dealings with the 
iwldfe 1II,anS ’ and he anSWered that he was free t0 do what he liked with his own 

After this, on receiving your letter of the 16th August, I decided to leave Adga and 
Ayale with twenty soldiers in charge of the line. 

^ At ° has * wo J ear s’ experience, and knows all the natives and the Abyssinian 
Chiefs and the red line, while Adga is clever. Together they will avoid controversies 
with the Abyssinian officials, and they have two Secretaries to report if any Abyssinian 
torce passes the red line described in the Emperor’s letter. I gave them full instructions 


* Mr. Zaphiro’s headman. 
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as to their duties, and I believe the line will be better guarded by Adga and Ayale than by 
Mr. Boyes, who is too nervous for the task, who knows nothing of the country nor of the 
local language and customs. I did all 1 could to induce Adga and Ayale to stay with 
Mr. Boyes, but both refused, and the soldiers likewise, so I was obliged to inform 
Mr. Boyes that I could not leave him in charge. I promised to give him any assistance 
he might require for transporting the ivory, which is over 8,000 lbs. in weight, and which 
I am anxious to remove from the line. 


L40129] • No. 254. 

Sir E. Egerton to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received December 7.) 

(No. 177.) 

Sir, Rome , December 2, 1907. 

AS instructed in your despatch No. 147 of the 16th ultimo, I recalled to the 
attention of the Italian Government the question of the protection of the Foreign 
Legations at Adis Abeba, and asked for an early expression of their views on the 
measures proposed by Sir J. Harrington. 

I have now the honour to transmit herewith translation of a note from the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, from which it will be observed that the Italian Govern¬ 
ment in principle have no objections to make to those proposals. 

I he Under-Secretary of State informs me that Sir J. Harrington is to have an 
interview with the Italian Ambassador in London, and will doubtless discuss the 
matter with his Excellency. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H, EGERTON. 



Inclosure in No. 25L 
Signor Tittoni to Sir E. Egerton. 

(Translation.) 

M. l’Ambassadeur, Ministry for Foreign Afairs, Rome , December 2, 1907. 

IN reply to your Excellency’s note of the 20th ultimo concerning the defence of 
the Legations in Adis Abeba, I have the honour to inform you that the Government 
of His Majesty has, in principle and on general lines, no exception to take to the 
jiroposals which Sir E. Grey communicated to the Marquis di San Giuliano in the 
Memorandum of the 23rd September, with the reserve, however, that, in their opinion, 
the details of the practical application of these proposals might conveniently be 
referred to a complete understanding between the three Representatives of England, 
Italy, and France in Abyssinia, with whom eventually those of Germany and Russia 
might join. 

(Signed) TITTONI. 


[40297] No. 255. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 9.) 

(No. 601.) 

Sir, St. Petersburg h, December 4, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, on receipt of your despatch No. 391 of the 
16th ultimo, I addressed a private letter to M. Isvolsky, asking for an early expression 
of the views of the Russian Government respecting the measures recommended by 
Sir J. Harrington for the protection of the foreign Legations at Adis Abeba against 
an attack by a mob. 

Not having received a reply, I wrote again on the 2nd instant, and have now 
received a letter, copy of which I have the honour to inclose, stating that the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs is continuing to study the question of the protection of 
the Legations, but that as certain supplementary information was necessary, the 
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Russian Charge d’Affaires at Adis Abeba has been asked by telegraph to sunnlv it 
M. Isvolsky assures me that, as soon as the Russian ^ u t0 su PPv 

decision on this matter, he will immediately inform me. ernment haye come to » 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 255. 

M. Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Mon oher Ambassadeur, Saint-Petersbourg le 20 Novembre 

ijd^tions 

u Ess 

, 1 '“" r0 ^ U ao “ r «PP°rt. C’est pourquoi, h man grand regret ii 

ne manquerai pas de vous en avertir aussitdt. J ^ We ’ -* e 

• Votre, &c. 

(Sign£) ISVOLSKY. 


[40434] No. 256. 

ne Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey— (Received December 9.) 
(Translation.) 

Y 0 U 1 Wrm7’ 4 • Italian Embassy , December 5, 1907 

note o/ the *5°nU.-^TT 18 co " es P ondenc e> and particularly to your Excellency’s 
note ot the 23rd ultimo, I have the honour to inform your Excellencv that mv 

Government have carefully examined the Memorandum transmitted to me in your 

h n ° Th° f the 23rd Se P tembel ', last > respecting the defence of the Legations 
nf fhe f Ab The measures proposed therein, both those relating to the concentration 

anv h isoSrl 8n Leg fj 10nS * n T e T, ua r ter . supplied with sufficient munitions to repel 
any isolated or sudden attack, and those regarding the advisabilitv of assuring the 

„ a T ra H ( fr e - r m0r ? ° f tbc , Chief8 for the P m P ose of defence, are substantially 
m accoid with the views ot the Italian authorities. *" 

I am therefore charged to inform your Excellency that my Government do not 

principle take exception to any of the proposals contained in the above-mentioned 

°ff n< T? S ° w raS li f S. eneral liaes are concerned, with the reserve, however, 
that the details relating to its practical application should be submitted to the 

examination and final decision of the three Ministers at Adis Abeba. The Ministers 
or Germany and Russia can adhere to these details if they think fit. 

., CoHi has already been authorized to undertake to secure, by means of 

the 30,000 dollars to he distributed, the help of one or more of the Chiefs for the 
purpose of defence, and to acquire materials for the construction of the Legation 
tor whieh my Government proposes to ask Parliament for a credit of 300,000 Italian 

_ * am however, to point out to your Excellency that the French Charge d’Affaires 

M. Klobukowski, dissents from the conclusions arrived at by his colleagues at their 
meeting at Adis Abeba on the 26th August, 1906, maintaining that the French 
Legation should not be constructed in the locality already chosen to the north of the 
River Kabana, and having, on the contrary, begun new works in another locality. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) SAN GIULIANO. 


2 Z 
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[38746] No. 257. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Egerton. 

gj r ^ Foreign Office , December 9, 1907. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 172, Confidential, ot the 
19tli ultimo, reporting a conversation with M. Barr&re relative to Abyssinian affairs. 

With reference to the question of Consular jurisdiction in Abyssinia, I transmit 
to your Excellency herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter which 1 have 

addressed to the Italian Ambassador at this Court on this subject."' 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[40477] No. 258 - 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received December 10.) 

(No. 745.) pcra , December 4, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 429 of the 24tli June, 1906, and previous 
correspondence, I have the honour to report that an Abyssinian Mission, which as 
visited Rome and Berlin, is now endeavouring to get the Sultan to reopen the question 
of Deir-es-Sultan (Chair of the Angels) at Jerusalem, of which they wish to obtain 
the keys and dispossess the Copts on the pretension of reverting to the status quo as 
claimed by them, of 1836, in accordance with which the Copts would have but one 
kev and access only with the permission of the Abyssinians. They declare that if 
their demands are not acceded to they will claim a site for a separate Abyssinian 
chapel. They have presented an autograph letter Irom the Emperor Menelek to the 
Sultan, and one of the objects of their mission is to induce the Sultan to send a 
Diplomatic Representative to Adis Abeba. They have memorialized the Italian and 
German Embassies, and asked for their support with the Turks. I have reminded the 
Grand Vizier that he assured me last year that he would not allow the question to be 
brought forward again, and that he considered the concession made by the Copts in 
arranging about the side door was a final settlement. . 

His Highness well knew that we are opposed to any interference with the existing 
rights and status of the Copts in the matter, and he assured me that the. Porte is 

determined not to have the question reopened. 

The Mission, which is being lodged and entertained at the Sultan s expense, say 
that they will make a stay of some ten days in Constantinople and afterwards piocced 

to Jerusalem. „ „ . , . _ _ , T , 

I have thought it well to telegraph to His Majesty s Consul at Jerusalem 

requesting him to see the Governor, who has been asked by the Grand Vizier for a 
telegraphic report on the points raised by the Abyssinians in a Memorandum presented 
to the Italian Ambassador and communicated by him to the Porte, and. to do what lie 
could to prevent his Excellency reporting in favour of the reopening of the question 
of the Deir-es-Sultan in any way or form. 

I have sent a copy of this despatch to Cairo. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


[40559] No. 259. 

Sir E. Egerton to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received December 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. ' Rome, December 10, 1907. 

SIR J. HARRINGTON requests mfe to send you following message 

“ I am told at the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs that, according to a telegram 
from their Representative at Adis Abeba, the latter believes that^ a considerable 
augmentation will be made of the existing customs duties in the new C ommercial Con- 

* No. 244. 
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“ <l ,h,t ,or ** - 

In r*;rn U S,i a p!! p wou , ld t c , ontrar y M - Klobukowski’s engagements with me, made 
Agreement ” 1 ’ a " d h<i rep 18 tnie ) 14 vlolilte8 Article x of the Tripartite 


[40737] No. 260, 

/XT x Mr - Hohler t0 Sir Edward Grey.—{Received December 12 ) 

(No. 62.) 7 

(lelegraplne.) R Adis Abeba, December 10,1907. 

Irilb morning the french Minister stated that his railway negotiations were 
really now making satisfactory progress, while both French and foreign interests 
involved m the old Company were being safeguarded as far as possible ; that Vitalien 
was being appointed agent of the new Company ; and that the linancial bases of the 
new arrangement remained as reported in my telegram No. 28. 

He also read me draft of revised Commercial Treaty, which contains a clause 
piovidmg for Consular jurisdiction and makes provision for 10 per cent, customs duty 
instead of 8 per cent, as in the old French Treaty. y 

The remaining clauses are similar to those in other Treaties. 


[40845] No. 201. 

The yiarquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 13.) 

TJIE Italian Ambassador presents his compliments to Sir Edward Grey, and, by 
oidoi of liis Government, has the honour to inform his Excellency that, according 
to new* which has reached the Italian Foreign Office, the French Minister at Adis 
Abidia has resumed his negotiations for a Franco-Ethiopian Treaty of Commerce. 
Ihe claims of it would be more or less the same as in the other Treaties of Commerce 
stipulated by Abyssinia. The customs duties would be established at 10 per cent’ 
and the Consular jurisdiction included in the provisions of the Treaty. It appears, 
however, that Emperor Menelek is not inclined to favourably consider this last clause. 

Italian Embassy , London , December 13, 1907. 


[40869] No. 262. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received December 14.) 

(No. 76.) 

^ ,r » ^ * Adis Abeba , November 19, 1907. 

T HAVE the honour to address you on the subject of the line of the southern 
frontier of Abyssinia as it has at present been drafted, and I shall first endeavour to 
explain its disadvantages according lo the information which Mr. Zaphiro, whose 
knowledge of the country is now of course intimate, has during the last ten days been 
giving me. 

The line, starting from Lake Rudolph, goes due east to the southern end of Lake 
Stefanie. By this, a triangle formed by this line, the eastern shore of Lake Rudolph 
and a line joining the northern end of Lake Rudolph with the southern end of Lake 
Stefanie has been conceded to the Abyssinians. This triangle, according to Mr. Zaphiro, 
is inhabited by the Arbore tribe and Wattas, or native elephant hunters, and by elephants! 
The former are unimportant; the latter all come travelling up from the south. Now, it is 
only a few years since the rich and numerous tribe of the Rcndille, who now inhabit 
Marsabit and the regions around that spot (roughly the part of Captain Maud’s map 
which is covered by the left half of the “ reference ” notes), used to live in the region 
starting from this line and going southward about to the point where “ Lokobb fishing 
village on Islands” is marked on the shore of Lake Rudolph. They were driven from 
this district, which they had inhabited from time immemorial, firstly, by Abyssinian 
raids from the north, and, secondly, by raids from the fierce tribes of the Turkhana, and 
the Samindero, who came from the western side of the lake round its southern extremity 
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Of the Turkhana, it is said that they are not content to kill the men, the women, and 

the children of the villages they loot, but they must kill even the , 

The Rendille are very anxious to go back to their ancestral habitat, and they 
declare that if the British Government would establish a post somewhere on the line 
which separates their district from that which falls under Abyssinian rule, they will 
have no fear of either of their enemies, and they will assist in turning back the elephants 
when they travel northwards, so that this very considerable source of wealth will be 
retained by the British Government. They declare that in return for protection they 
will be glad to pay tribute. There is no lack of places along the dividing line where 
plenty of water can be found and which will provide excellent sites tor a tort. It 
appears also that when the water communications of the British East Atrican Protec¬ 
torate are more developed, a considerable amount ot trade may be done \ia Lake 

Rudolph with the southern districts of Abyssinia. , _... , A , ~ 

From Lake Stefanie, the line strikes the summit of the hills named Afur, Burr- 
chuma, Duggakakulla, El Dimtu, and Burroli. On looking at the map, it will be seen 
that this line traverses the name Golbo. The Golbo is an immense plain, practically 
waterless in the drv season, covered with a thick forest of mimosa and other thorny 
trees. The western half is stony and rocky, with rocky hills rising here and there, 
while the eastern half is of a red or black earth soil and less broken. It would appear 
to be comparatively valueless, but it provides grazing for vast herds of cattle and camels 
which find ample nourishment throughout it during the rainy season, but during the dry 
weather, although the grazing is still abundant, they are under the necessity ot being 
pastured in the vicinity of water. The great wealth possessed in the shape ot flocks and 
herds by the tribes who inhabit all the Golbo is thus dependent on the free possession of 

the of camc | s a bound especiallv in the western half, as they are less dependent 

on the water and prefer the flat hot plains. They dislike the hilly country, and more¬ 
over the line of wells which exist along the foot of the escarp from the angle marked 
El Dimtu to Kuffole is frequented in the rainy season by the Gandi fly which is fatal to 
them. It is here consequently that the greatest herds of cattle are found. 

The first tribe met with on starting from Lake Stephanie is that of the Gubbra 
Algan. Their country begins at the foot of the Tertale hills (somewhat north of the 
“ G ” in Golbo) and goes as far as Gebel Burroli, extending far away to the south of 
the red line. Thus half the tribe falls under British and half under Abyssinian 
jurisdiction. The result is that they do not know with whom to side, whde the 
Abyssinians are making every endeavour to induce our portion of the tribe to move 
northwards. They are also endeavouring to claim them as being Borana, whose slaves they * 
have been in the past. One section of the tribe was actually seized by the Abyssinians 
on this plea, but Mr. Zaphiro succeeded in securing their release, and has assigned to 
them lor the present the district to the south of Hollali (almost on the 39th degree). 
It is to be apprehended that this division of the tribe into two will give rise to 
friction at the outset, but doubtlessly when they find that they enjoy safety and 
immunity south of the line, they will soon cease to frequent the wells on the north 

B1 C * The Gubbras declared to Mr. Zaphiro that if they were to be handed over to the 
Abyssinians, they would run away to the Rendille, preferring to run the chance of being 
destroyed by the tore, who live on the south of the Rendille country, rather than to 
support the intolerable treatment which they receive at the hands of the Abyssinians. 

It will next be noticed that at Gebel-el-Dimtu the line forms an angle, and runs on 
to past Gebel 'l orb to Gebel Burroli. As a matter of fact, the position of Gebel-el-Dimtu 
is altogether wrongly marked on the map. It really lies 20 to 30 miles to the south, so 
that it forms the apex of a triangle stretching into British territory. This would be 
immaterial were it not for the fact that half way between the hills Jorb (properly called 
Toroba) and Burroli there is a spot named Uran where there is a plentiful supply of 
water and a forest of a certain kind of tree to which elephants are specially addicted. 
No tribe uses this water lor watering their animals, firstly because the water is on the 
top of the hill, and secondly because the Gandi flies flourish here in enormous quantities. 
The consequence is that Bran is the very borne of all the elephants that traverse the 
Golbo plain. It should be explained that all the thousands of elephants found in the 
vicinity of the line are not indigenous to the locality. They all come up from British 
Ea&t Africa, and even from German territory, grazing their way northwards during the 
iains. When these cease, they know that they will find water at the foot of the hills, 
and they follow the water upwards on to the Borana highlands and so into Abyssinia 
proper. Here they are certain of indiscriminate slaughter at the hands of the 
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Abyssinians. On his way to Adis Abeba, Mr. Zaphiro saw the principal Chief of 
Gardnlla and Borana, Fitarauri Woldi, who admitted having killed fifty-eight elephants, 
of -which eight were males; all the rest were female or immature. It should have been 
mentioned that the same fate befalls the elephants that travel northwards through the 
angle forming the Arbore country. 

Mr. Zaphiro has so high an idea of the value of Uran that he states that so far as 
elephants are concerned, the loss of Uran is equivalent to the loss of the whole Golbo. At 
present, however, the local Abyssinians recognize it as British, and there is thus hope that 
if the frontier is fixed as at present marked, the delimiting Commissioners may with a 
little skill get it included in our territory. 

From Gebel Burroli tho line proceeds almost straight to Gebel Kuffole, along the 
foot of the escarp. In doing so, it absolutely coincides with the line of wells and 
springs which exist at the foot of the hills, and thus, exactly as in the difficult delimita¬ 
tion of the Sinai Peninsular in the summer of last year, it is essential to struggle for every 
water-hole, and to obtain it at the cost of any trouble, as upon the water depends the 
entire value of the vast districts to the south. 

At the foot of Gebel Burroli there is a fair supply of water, but it is apt to run dry 
in the dry season. 

Proceeding eastward, a mountain named Torbi will be perceived on the map; this 
is incorrect, no such mountain exists here. To the north of this spot is marked a 
mountain Yasurre, and this also is incorrect. Gebel Yasurre lies in fact about 10 miles 
south of Gebel Toroba (Torb). 

Half-way between the spot indicated by Gebel Torbi and the hill Churre Kilta, 
there is a very valuable permanent water called Ellagudda, which lies just on the line. 

The nexc point is one of very great importance. It is the hill of Churre Moyeli. 
On the south-west of this peninsula of high ground there are six wells with a large 
permanent supply of water called Mankatta, while on the south-east there is a sand 
river called Hoss where a plentiful supply of water can always be procured by making 
a hole in its bed. 

The hill rises to a height of about 5,000 feet above the sea, and on the top there is 
also water. 

The Abyssinians have the idea that all the high land is theirs while the low country 
alone remains to us, and consequently they do not at present recognize this mountain at 
being British. As, however, its true summit is situated exactly where the red line 
crosses it, and as the draft Agreement says that the line is to go to the summit of this 
mountain, the Commissioners should have little difficulty in convincing the Abyssinians 
that they are mistaken. 

Churre Moyeli is of the greatest value not only on account of its water, but because 
its altitude renders it an excellent sanitary station, and a spot admirably suited for a post. 
At the spot named Ela Nedon there is a well with a good perennial supply of water in a 
position where it could be inclosed within the fort. From here, with a force of about 
100 men, it will be possible to watch thoroughly the whole section of the frontier 
between Kuffoli and Burroli, which for many reasons is the most important section of 
the whole line. 

Firstly, it is here that water is most abundant, and it is this part which is most 
frequented by the elephants. Consequently it is to this part also that the elephant 
hnnters are mostly attracted, and these are the men who require to be strictly watched 
and turned back. They come from all parts of Abyssinia, but especially from Tigre, 
many of them being men who have emigrated from Erythraea being unable to support 
the rigour of the Italian rule. They are practically outlaws, owning no man’s authority, 
neither that of the Emperor nor of the Fitarauri Hapta Giorgis nor of his officers. Their 
main object is the elephants, but they are at every moment ready to turn their unwelcome 
attention upon the native of the country, and his wife, and his oxen, and everything that 
is his. Their cruelty and rapacity are unbounded. 

Next, it is near here that all the main routes of the country meet. The shortest, 
though least watered, route connecting Southern Abyssinia with Naivasha and Nairobi, 
viA, Marsabit and Rumuruti starls hence, though there is a better supply ol water on a 
longer road which runs north through the Hurri Mountains (just west of the 38th degree). 

It is the terminus of the well-watered road leading south-east through Wujjera to 
Afmadu and Kismayu, as well as of the road leading more westward viA El Wak to 
Lugh or Bardera. From the north the roads from Tertale, Arero, and Jumjum 
concentrate here. 

These facts appear to me to demonstrate clearly the value of Churre Moyeli, but 
they do not repsesent all there is to be said on the matter. There are also to be 
[1500] 3 A 
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considered the commercial prospects of the frontier district which also appear to 
centre at this spot, and I propose to have the honour of addressing you another 
despatch on this subject as soon as Mr. Zaphiro has had time to impart to me the 

the line .trike. Gebel R.I., On the .on.ken, of 

this hiU there is good permanent water at a spot called Butti. Next, to the north-ea 
of Roka will be noticed a line of wells marked at Kuddaduma. These wels a renot so 
far north of the line as shown on the map, hut only 2 miles out of ®" tl “^ er " t ° ry e 
They contain an unlimited supply of water, and they consequently form the g reat “ ntre 
for all the southern tribes during the dry season. At this per.od countless thousands of 
cattle belonging to the Gubbia, the Gahrri, the Sakayu, the Borana, the Ajuran, &c., 

are collected at this place. . , , f L. r . 

The draft Agreement permits them still to go there asm the past but when here 

they will be subject to Abyssinian jurisdiction, which is distinctly unfortunate for them, 
but as the line is clearly described as running from the summit of Gebel Kuffoli to th t 
of Gebel Roka, and as the wells undeniably lie to the north of this line, there seems to 
he no hope of securing them as British. But this grave inconvenience may probably 
be surmounted, in Mr. Zaphiro’s opinion, by sending one or two reliable men 10 watch 

over the interests of our tribes. . Tr jj i -n 

Among the tribes I have mentioned as frequenting Kaddaduma will be noticed 

Borana and Sakuyu. There are a certain number of scattered Borana whose habitat is 
the south of the line. The Abyssinians claim that all the Borana belong to them, and 
that therefore these people must he sent up north to them They make the same 
demand in respect of the Sakuyu, who they say are the slaves ot the Borana, and it will 
be within your recollection that they actually sent to the south ot the line to capture 
the Golbo Chief Gallarassa, and Mr. Zaphiro only succeeded in obtaining his release 
with the utmost difficulty. Mr. Zaphiro has steadily refused to pay the slightest 

attention to these pretensions of the Abyssinians. . . A 

From Kuffole to Ursulli the line follows an irregular arc, which is supposed to 

represent the tribal divisions of the Boran and the Gahrri. G. Kuffole is marked as 
situated due east of Roka, but Mr. Zaphiro states that in reality it lies considerably 
southwards of this position, while G. Gurar lies south and not north ot the line 
connecting the two. The country in question is a vast plain altogether similar in 
nature to the Golbo, but in going northwards it rises steadily, and thus in the districts 
marked as Gubes and Horrufi it attains an altitude almost equal to that ot the tforana 
highlands. As in the Golbo, the value of the country is entirely dependent on the 
water. At Takubba there is a small supply, sufficient for about 1,000 cattle. At 
Banissa and Derkale there is a still smaller amount. At Sankural there is a well which 
has been assigned to Ali Abdi, the Chief of the Gahrri Tuff, which affords water to 

about 600 cattle. , n „ « 

The great water centres of the region are situated at Chillako and Hurra Gullgullo. 

It will he noticed that Chillako lies directly on the red line. It will be incumbent on the 

Commissioners to secure this for the British tribes. , . 

Hurra Gullgullo appears to lie hopelessly outside the British sphere, but Mr. Zaphiro 
assures me that'this is not so, or at least ought not to be so. He asserts that the 
Gahrri country comprises all the country south of the Dawa River, and he 
that from G. Gundudd (just south of Chillako) the frontier ought to follow the dotted 
• red line which reaches the Dawa at Riderru. He bases his assertions on many grounds: 
First, he alleges the statements made to him by individuals of the Gahrri tribe, who say 
that their father was born, say, at Gullgullo, and their grandfather at Bodi. 
the existence of numerous tombs of the Gahrri over all the district as far as the Dawa. 
In more ancient times the Gahrri in fact extended all over the Borana highlands, but 
they were driven thence by the people of Jumjum, who continually raided them trom 
their mountain fastnesses, and finally by the Borana, who descended trom the north-east 

and finally dispossessed them. . , . 

Lastly, this region is at present actually inhabited not by Borana but by Gahrri, 
and also by the Gubbra Migo tribe. These latter, like the Gahrri, with whom they are 
identical, although their fortunes have been different, are Mussulmans, but they aie 
claimed by the Borana as being their “ wata ” or slaves, and it is on this ground that 
the Abyssinians base their pretensions to extend so far southward. 

In this connection I have the honour to call your attention to the “ Repoit by 
Mr. A. E. Butter on the Survey of the Frontier between British East Africa and 
Abyssin ; a,” in the Confidential Print dated the 28th September, 1903. ^ ro / n PP* ^ 
and 5 it is clear that the settlements of the Gahrri are found to the north of the Dawa 
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River. On p. 8, line 6, it is stated that El Durr is the most easterly Borana settlement. 
On p. 7 Captain Maud relates that at Guba Murri, at Muddo, at El Mole, and at Banissa 
he found “ recently constructed hut now deserted Abyssinian villages. These villages 
had been hastily made by the Abyssinians with Gahrri labour, with merely the object of* 
making us believe that the Abyssinians were in settled occupation of the Gurre (Gahrri) 
country.” 

In thus copying the example of Potemkin, they fairly show the weakness of their 

case. 

Next, on p. 19, § J, Hurra Gullgullo is described as being fixed as a boundary 
point between the two tribes, very justly, as Captain Maud thinks. 

At the risk ot being tedious, I have thought it necessary to draw your attention 
to these statements, my point being that according to Mr. Zaphiro’s information, it 
is very important that the line dividing the Borana from the Gahrri should at the 
very least be drawn as far north as Hurra Gullgullo on account of its water. 

The water of the Dawa River is useless for animals on account of the tsetse fly, 
and the only other valuable watering-places are the distant but plentiful wells at Muddo 

Gullgullo is furtner necessary tor the purposes of a post. In addition to its water 
supply it has the advantages ot being high and therefore healthy. Without a large 
number of soldiers, it will be possible to watch trom here the frontier south to Kuffolo 
and eastwards to Ursulli. 

From Ursulli eastwards the frontier should be protected by a force to be established 
at Dolo, which is not marked on the map, but which is situated at the junction of the 
Dawa and Ganale Rivers. 

This is the final point of real importance along the line. It marks the junction of 
Abyssinian, British, and Italian territory. Both from a military and commercial point 
of view, it appears that the necessity of a post here is vital. From the north, the 
unruly inhabitants of Arusiland, Somalis, and Gallas, who are under the Governorship 
of Dejaz Lul Segid, are constantly making raids, and at this very moment Mr. Zaphiro 
hears that an expedition is being planned by a party of the Rer Afkab who propose to 
descend upon the Gahrri and other tribes in the Worabissa district. Our tribes are 
warlike, and would not he particularly troubled by such attacks were it not for the fact 
that fhey have no fire-arms, but a great dread of them, whereas the nothern tribes, owing 
to various reasons, but especially to the slackness of the Abyssinian administration, are 
fairly well armed. Thus it is reported that the Afkab party are in possession of over 
150 rifles. 

Similarly, from Italian territory raids are frequent. The Italians have a garrison 
of sixty men in Lugli, but their control hardly extends outside the walls of their fort, 
and their tribes are free to pursue their own will unchecked. 

As regards commerce, the situation of a post at Dolo will enable our officials to 
check the illicit traffic in ivory (female and immature tusks) almost completely, 
as these goods are at present conveyed towards the coast across Italian territory, 
crossing the river between here and Bardera. 

More; with very little trouble it will be possible to divert legitimate trade down our 
bank of the river to such spot as may be practicable, on account of the rains, or other 
reasons, for boats. 

By these means it should be feasible to increase very materially the prosperity of 
Kismayu, but this is a matter which I propose to treat more fully when addressing you 
on the commercial prospects of the frontier district. 

To sum up Mr. Zaphiro’s recommendations concerning posts, there should be one on 
the line somewhere between Lake Stephani and Rudolph, which will be able to exercise 
supervision roughly as far as Gebel Furroli. The next will be at Gebel Churre Muyele, 
with an outpost near Uran and some kind of watcher at Kuddaduma. It will protect 
the line from Gebel Furroli to Gebel Kuffole. The third will be a small post at Hurra 
Gullgullo, its sphere of activity extending from Gebel Kuffole to Ursulli. From 
Ursulli to Bardera the frontier will be guarded by the important post situated at Dolo. 

Of the four, those at Dolo and Churre Moyele are by far the most important. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 
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140870] No - 263 ‘ 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received December 14.) 

(No. 77.) Afcg Abeba, November 19, 1907. 

A by ssi n itt rrom British East , f „ r ,|„ t 1 stored to «dta to you my 

aSH-r^ arras s 

"“'t u Mw oter , 1? woo*. .«» ^“^.“ed^d^rr^ 
SJd n foAt°tiS butThave'not pressed for it lest the Abyssinians should suspect 
undue eagerness to secure some ganr F i Affairs informed my interpreter 

t^Ssm&issm 

ASre S^far as the acquisition of a thoroughly satisfactory line is concerned, it appears 

what he has already accepted, I beheve there wiU be notai ^ introduce 
somt/form 0 “ worclhig^hich will not absolutely settle the boundary at the red line, 
Wt T^tn^tS^ suit us perfectly well, inasmuch as the 

ers itSW'ixr £f m Irsjs^ rzs-i 

time ?Xn£i3d Ht^je^^Xue to postpone, as heretofore, anything 

boundary, and would administer and protect all within it. ^ ^ 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[40872] No - 264 ‘ 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.— {Received December 14.) 

Adis Abeba, November 21, 1907. 

b,r ’ t HA VE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, to-day, of the repetition of 
telegram No 63 from His Majesty’s Representative at Pans on the subject of the 

railway French Government are wrong in believing that M. Klobukowski 

cannot have informed the Emperor Menelek that the Ethiopian Railway Company 
his been liquidated. Mv interpreter informs me that ever since the beginning o 
June, whence liquidation commenced, the whole Ghibbeh clearly had been given to 
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understand that the Company was at an end, though naturally the Abyssinians have 
no clear idea as to what liquidation is. The only fact which made them see that the 
Company had not definitely disappeared was that M. Chefneux, its President, still 
continued to reside here and to direct its affairs. 

The news that M. Klobukowski had addressed the letter to His Majesty informing 
him that a new Company had been formed to take over the assets of the old, and 
requesting him to grant it a new Concession, came from a person in Menelek’s 
immediate entourage under circumstances that point strongly to its truth. 

In any case, the Prench Minister told me most definitely on the 12th instant 
that the new Company had been formed under the auspices of the Banque de Plndo- 
Chine, which had formed a group possessing the necessary funds, and that this 
Company was treating with the old one for the acquisition of all their assets and 
rights. 

I have just heard from Fitaurari Hapta Giorgis, the Minister for War and the 
most prominent member ot the new Ministry, that the Abyssinian Government have 
decided to construct the line themselves (how far he did not say), and that Shoa will 
provide the labour, while the other provinces will be called upon for monetary 
contributions. 

T ha vp 

(Signed) * T. B. HOHLER. 


[41129] No. 265. 

Mr. Lister to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 16.) 

(No. 595.) 

Sir, . . Paris f December 13, 1907. 

WITH reference to Sir Francis Bertie’s despatch No. 553 of the 22nd ultimo, 
forwarding to you copy of a Memorandum sent to M. Pichon on the subject' of the 
interests of the Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company, I have the honour 
to transmit to you herewith copy of a Memorandum received from the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs in reply to his Excellency’s communication. 

It states that the Ethiopian Railway Company being in process of liquidation, and 
the matter being before the Courts, the English creditors are at liberty to put forward 
their claims in the same manner as the creditors of French or other nationality, and 
that there can be no question of differential treatment for them. 

In view of the present state of the legal proceedings, the French Government are 
unable to express an opinion as to the future position of either the English or the 
French shareholders. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) REGINALD LISTER. 


Inclosure in No. 265. 

Memorandum. 

EN remettant au Departement des Affaires Etrangeres a la date du 21 Novembre 
dernier une note exposant le resume des reclamations formulees par 1’ “ Ethiopian 
Railway Trust and Construction Company” contre la Societe en liquidation des 
Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens, l’Ambassade de Sa Majeste Britannique a bien voulu 
exprimer le desir de connaitre l’accueil qui pourrait etre reserve a ces reclamations. 

En r^ponse a cette communication, M. Stephen Pichon a l’honneur de faire savoir 
a Sir Francis Bertie que la Compagnie des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens etant en 
liquidation judiciaire et la procedure de cette liquidation 6tant actuellement en cours 
devant les Tribunaux, les creanciers Anglais pourront, conformement aux reglements 
de la dite procedure, produire, au ineme titre que les creanciers Frangais ou d’autre 
nationality, et sans qu’il y ait lieu d’envisager aucun traitement differentiel, soit en leur 
favour, soit a leur detriment. 

^tant donnee la phase judiciaire dans laquelle se trouve cette affaire, il est 
impossible actuellement au Gouvernement Frangais de prevoir la situation qui pourra 
dans l’avenir etre faite aux porteurs de titres, tant Anglais que Frangaig, de la 
Compagnie. 

Paris , le 12 Decembre , 1907. 

3 B 


[1509] 






186 


r41641] No - 266 - 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 

j^,°* ^^ Adis Abeba t November 29, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report that yesterday I visited the French Minister, who 
said that strong representations had been made at Paris regarding his conduct by the 
British and Italian Governments. The note verbale presented by the Italian Repre¬ 
sentative had been remarkably vehement, and he hoped I was giving him ‘ une 
meilleure note.” His own Government had informed him that his conduct met with 
their approval; and as far as unison between the three Representatives was concerned, 
he must be allowed to be free to think without first consulting us. 

I answered that while it was a great satisfaction to me to look back upon the 
cordial personal relations I had enjoyed with his Excellency, it could be no matter of 
surprise to him that I had complained of him to His Majesty s Government, as I had 
clearlv told him on more than one occasion that my interpretation of the Agreement 
was tot all v at variance with his, and that I still believed mine was right; and I 
reminded him that he had advised me, himself, to cover ray responsibility by 
informing you of this divergence of our views. I had not failed to do so, and it was 
for our Governments to decide which was correct. I by no means desired to check 
his freedom of thinking, but only desired that he should communicate to us his 

thoughts before converting them into acts. 

M. Klobukowski then said that I had never informed him of mv proceedings ; but 
I reminded him that I had begun to do so, but had met with little encouragement, 
which had been a matter of great disappointment to me, as 1 had looked forward to 
relying upon the guidance and aid which his superior age and experience so well 

calculated him to afford me. . , , ,, . - 

He answered that he presumed I referred to the incident of the payment of the 
May coupon by the Trust Company (which I had the honour to report to you in my 
telegram No. 8 of the 29th May). He had considered my action improper, but had 
reported most favourably upon the openness and loyalty of my conduct throughout, 
and even upon that occasion. I thanked him for his kindness, and observed he a 
treated me better than some of the French papers, such as the 1 Bulletin de 1 Afrique 
Francaise.” His Excellency hastily disavowed ail knowledge of this matter ; but in 
this 1 am inclined to disbelieve him, as it is one of the principal French periodicals on 
colonial affairs, and for Abyssinia its usual correspondent is the I rench Consul here, 
M. Roux. Also I do not think the incident was known to any one outside these two 

Le ° a i added that this was not the only cause I had for being discouraged, and lately 
there was a matter which had given me great cause for wonderment. Two days 
previouslv the Emperor Menelek had been closeted for close on three hours with 
certain Abyssinian advisers, with Ato Zogeh, the First Interpreter of the French 
Legation, and .with Dr. Vitalien, whose name is known to you from previous 
despatches. A messenger—in fact, the Minister for Foreign Affairs—came hot-foot 
from this Council to urge again that Sir John Harrington should not return here. 
Of course I did not allow myself to connect the two facts, but it was not easy to avoid 

IvT. Klobukowski answered that he had, in fact, heard that the Emperor did not 
desire Sir John’s return, and that His Majesty was averse to it because he considered 
he addressed him without that respect and reverence which is due to a crowned head; 
at all events His Majesty had the right of refusing or consenting to receive whom he 
would. I said that no valid reason had ever been given to me for so unusual and 
remarkable a step, and until such reason was given His Majesty s Government 
obviously could not regard it otherwise than as an affront which could not be 

His Excellency said that his interpreter and Dr. Vitalien were present at the 
Council merely to discuss the contract to be concluded between the new Railway 
Company and the Abyssinian Government, and he was certain that both of them were 
entirely ignorant of the machinations against His Majesty’s Minister. 

M. .'Klobukowski then made a flattering eulogy of my good qualities, which I 
warmly reiterated upon himself, and the conversation thus terminated very pleasantly. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 
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[41762] 


No. 267. 


Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 

(No. 63.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , December 16, 1907. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 50 and my despatch No. 56, 1 am informed 
by the agent of the Trust Company that the Law Officers of the French Government 
were applied to for a decision as to whether there were not sufficient grounds for the 
forced liquidation of the Railway Company ; that they, however, decided there were not 
sufficient grounds ; and that the French Minister has consequently received instructions 
to induce the Emperor Menelek to pronounce the dissolution of the Company. 


[41762] No. 268. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Hohler. 

(No. 33) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , December 23, 1907. 

ABYSSINIAN railway. 

With reference to your telegram No. 63 of the 16th December last, you should 
endeavour to ascertain on what grounds the dissolution of the Company, which your 
French colleague is to induce Menelek to pronounce, is to be based. 


[40737] No. 269. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 718.) 

Sir, ^ Foreign Office , December 23, 1907. 

WITH reference to your Excellency’s telegram No 63 of the 18th November last, 
relating to the negotiations for the continuation of the Abyssinian Railway, I transmit 
to you herewith a copy of a telegram which I have received from His Majesty’s Charge 
d’Affaires at Adis Abeba on the subject.* 

In view of the representations that His Majesty’s Government have been obliged to 
make as to the attitude of the French Minister in Adis Abeba towards his British 
colleague, I request that your Excellency will take an early opportunity of expressing 
to M. Pichon our satisfaction at learning from Mr. Hohler that M. Klobukowski has now 
found it possible to give him information as to the general lines of the Agreements 
which he is negotiating with the Abyssinian Government. 

From Mr. Hohler’s telegram it would seem that M. Klobukowski’s proposals for 
the settlement of the railway question have now assumed a definite form, and your 
Excellency should therefore remind M. Pichon of his assurance as to communication to 
His Majesty’s Government given to you and reported in your telegram referred to above, 
and at the same time inquire whether the negotiations in which M. Klobukowski is 
engaged in regard to the railway and other matters have not yet reached a stage when 
the details might with advantage be communicated to His Majesty’s Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[42285] No. 270. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward, Grey.—(Received December 25.) 

(No. 64.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , December 23, 1907. 

PLEASE refer to my telegram No. 58. 

As regards mixed cases, the Abyssinian Government propose that they shall be 
tried before an Abyssinian sitting with a European Judge, with appeal, in case of 
disagreement, to the Emperor. 

This proposal, which is merely a recognition of the existing system, is accepted 
by the French Minister. 
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[42286] No. 271. 

Mr. Holder to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received December 24.) 

(No. 65.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Ababa, December 24, 1907. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram No. 31. 

The Agreement on the southern frontier has been signed. 


[42166] No. 272. 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received December 27.) 

(No. 606.) 

Sir, Paris, December 25, 1907. 

AT my request Mr. Grahame went this morning to the Quai d’Orsay and informed 
the Political Director of the contents of your despatch No. 718 of the 23rd instant. 

M. Louis spoke at some length with regard to the difficulties of communicating 
information with regard to the negotiations connected with the Abyssinian Railway. 
These negotiations were largely dependent on others with financial groups in Paris. 
It was not possible for M. Klobukowski to supply constant details of these negotiations 
to His Majesty’s Charge d* Affaires at Adis Abeba ; the phases of the negotiations in 
in Paris were frequently altering, and no useful purpose would have been served by 
speaking to Mr. Holder of ’the outlines of arrangements, which were vague and 
incomplete. It was not even possible for the French Ministry for Foreign Affairs to 
do so at an intermediate stage of the pourparlers in question. He expected that an 
arrangement would be come to in the course of next month. 

M. Louis said that he hoped that His Majesty’s Government would not 
misunderstand the attitude of the French Government in this matter. The latter had 
no intention whatever of evading their engagements, and their attitude was simply the 
unavoidable result of the circumstances of the-case. He added: “ J’ai parld 
nettement,” and he said that it would be a great pity if any disagreement arose on a 
matter where there was really no cause for it. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


[40434] No. 273. 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 

Your Excellency, Foreign Office , December 27, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note of 
the 5th instant, relative to the question of the defence of the Legations at Adis 
Abeba, and in reply to inform your Excellency that His Majesty’s Government 
welcome the acceptance by the Italian Government of the general principle of the 
scheme proposed by Sir J. Harrington. 

His Majesty’s Government consider, however, that before any decision can be 
arrived at as to the details of the proposal, it is necessary to await the reply of the 
French Government on the general scheme. M. Klobukowski, the French Minister 
at Adis Abeba, is being consulted by his Government on the matter, and as it appears 
from the last paragraph of your Excellency’s note under reply that works for a new 
French Legation have already been begun in a quarter different from that selected by 
the other foreign Representatives in Abyssinia, it is clear that it may be necessary to 
recast the whole scheme. 

His Majesty’s Government are further of opinion that the whole question is one 
in which the Russian and German Governments are interested equally with the three 
limitrophe Powers, and that they should therefore be consulted from the beginning, 
more especially as their attitude appears to be in favour of Sir J. Harrington’s proposal. • 
The German Government have indeed practically accepted it as it stands. 

I have the honour to add finally that, once a general agreement is reached, His 
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Majesty’s Government entirely concur in leaving the details of the scheme to be 
worked out by the foreign Representatives in Adis Abeba. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[40869] No. 274. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office , December 27, 1907. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 30th ultimo, relative to the question of the 
southern frontier of Abyssinia, I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit 
to you herewith, for the information of the Earl of Elgin, a copy of a despatch from 
His Majesty’s Charg6 d’Affaires at Adis Abeba on this subject.* 

This despatch, which has been carefully considered in this Department, does not, 
in Sir E. Grey’s opinion, afford any reason for modifying the instructions sent to 
Mr. Hohler in the Foreign Office telegram No. 32, the terms of which were as 
suggested in your letter above referred to. I am, however, to inquire whether the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies shares Sir E. Grey’s view that the instructions 
already sent to Mr. Hohler should be allowed to stand, and in this connection I am 
to. point out that if—and Mr. Hohler has reported that it is highly probable—the 
Emperor Menelek alters the wording of the present draft Treaty, His Majesty’s 
Government can always avail themselves of the information in this despatch in order 
to amend the line. 

I am to inclose some notes on certain points in Mr. Hohler’s despatch. They 
have been drawn up by Mr. Clerk, who was His Majesty’s Charge d*Affaires at Adis 
Abeba until the 20th May last, and is therefore famiiiar with the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[42456] No. 275. 

The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 
(Translation.) 

Your Excellency, Italian Embassy , London , December 26, 1907, 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that Captain Colli lias 
telegraphed to my Government that M. Klobukowskv has communicated to him the 
general lines of the Treaty of Commerce which would appear to have been concluded 
between France and Ethiopia. 

The Customs Tariff has, according to Captain Colli, been established at 10 per 
cent., except for wine and beer, for which it is reduced to 8 per cent. 

In virtue of the most-favoured-nation clause, Italy and Great Britain have the 
right to benefit by the new Customs treatment in favour of France, and I should 
therefore be grateful if your Excellency would enable me to inform my Government 
what modus procedendi you propose to adopt in order to obtain the exercise of that right, 
which, indeed, can certainly not be contested either by France or the Negus. 

As regards the question of jurisdiction over Europeans, the solution given in 
Captain Colli’s telegram does not appear to be acceptable to my Government, who 
would like to be acquainted with the views of His Majesty’s Government on the 
subject. 

It appears, indeed, from Captain Colli’s telegram that the arrangement arrived at 
between the N egus and M. Klobukowsky is as follows:— 

The Consular authorities will assist the Ethiopian Judges in cases in which one 
of their nationals is involved, and the sentences will be pronounced in the name of the 
Negus, with the application of the native code to natives, and of the codes of their 
respective nations to Europeans. In the event of disagreement between the Judges 
the Negus will decide, and it is not clearly indicated whether, in cases where the 
Negus is to decide, he will apply only European laws, of which he is ignorant, or the 
Abyssinian law. 

* No. 262. 
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. In other words, the Negus will pass sentence on (literally, decide the fate of) 
Europeans, and the intervention of the Consular authority will be, practically speaking, 
merely advisory. 

As I have already mentioned above, this arrangement does not seem acceptable 
to my Government, and it is to be supposed that your Excellency and the French 
Government will share this point of view. 

I beg leave, moreover, to request that your Excellency will consider whether the 
moment is not opportune for a conversation between your Excellency, M. Cambon, 
and myself on the different Abyssinian questions now pending, with a view to 
arriving the more promptly and easily at an agreement which would be in harmony 
with the ties of cordial and mutual friendship which unite the three Signatory Powers 
of the Agreement of the 13th December, 1906. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) SAN GIULIANO. 


[42466] No. 276. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 29.) 

(No. 66.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , December 27, 1907. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 33. 

French Minister has unquestionably been endeavouring throughout to secure the 
dissolution of the Railway Company. He tells me that the Emperor Menelek desires 
this, especially on account of the 2,000,000 fr. which Chefneux, against whom a 
prosecution is to be made in France, is supposed to have invested in it for him ; that 
the Company is, in fact, insolvent, and so not in a position to continue construction, 
and that its administration has been extremely bad. Menelek is to be given shares 
in the new Company to replace his past losses, as well as increased profits and other 
advantages. 

Meanwhile it is reported that the French Minister, in order to meet the intention 
of the Abyssinian Government to construct part of the line themselves, proposes that 
their subscriptions in work and money shall be merged in the new Company, and 
that they shall receive a proportion of the shares, and certain privileges, such as free 
transport of troops, of Government goods, &c. I hear that the Emperor Menelek is 
claiming a preponderating voice in the management, and that his claim is disputed. 

This scheme does not seem to be one that any Company would be ready to take 
up, unless backed by a Government guarantee. 

The agent of the Trust Company informs me that pressure is again being brought 
to bear upon the Railway Company in every way to declare themselves bankrupt. 


[42601] No. 277. 

M. Gerolimato to Mr, Clerk.—(Received December 30.) 

My dear Clerk, Harrar , December 12, 1907. 

I HAVE just come back from Jigjiga, where I was to take delivery and distribute 
amongst the Habrawals tribes the animals brought from Webbi Schebeli by Fitaurari 
Gabri, who came back and is very well. 

According to the statement of Hajee Dooli, my agent with that expedition, Gabri 
was surrounded by the Ilawiya tribe on the Webbi Schebeli for eighteen days ; it seems 
that the Hawiya were expecting the Bagheri, who were coming to join them and then 
attack Gabri, who prevented this by having gone to meet the Bagheri; he attacked 
and defeated them—this saved the situation—and also the Adoni tribes, who refused to 
join the Hawiya and attack Gabri. 

The second expedition, under Fitaurari Abanabro, attacked the Bagheri (this is 
what Cordeaux asked) and defeated them also, but not the main body of Bagheri, but 
a secondary body, the main body being into the Italian territory on that moment; 
there Abanabro has killed sixty Bagheri, pursued them, and has taken a great number 
of cattle and camels. According to his own letter to me lie took more than 10,000 
camels and cattle ; he came back now, and I think he arrived already yesterday or the 
day before at Sassabani. 

The Bagheri, Hawiya, and all the Ogaden tribes are now well armed, and I doubt 
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that the Abyssinians will be able to go again into Ogaden as far as Webbi Schebeli or 
Galadi; and I think the Bagheri, who are the Mullah’s own tribe, will not be quiet 
now, after such a big raid by Abanabro, but soon they will come and raid and 
devastate the near Ogaden, so to take back what they lost, and am afraid that the 
Mullah himself will probably move now, pressed by his own tribe. 

I hear that the French Government at Jibuti is prohibiting the import of arms 
for Abyssinia, but as long as there are arms in Jibuti they will take the road of 
Abyssinia. It is stated thatT the Jibuti authorities are only allowing the export of 
arms fiom Jibuti for Arabia, but the Arabs, who buy those arms and ammunition 
from Jibuti, export them instead to take the road of Arabia. They are landed at 
Raheita and sold to Dankalis. So through them and Bo all these rifles will again enter 
into Ogaden. It is allowed only to the Abyssinian Chiefs to buy rifles, but who is 
importing these rifles into Ogaden? Are not the Abyssinians themselves? So all 
these measures are useless as long as there are imported arms into Jibuti. The only 
thing is to prohibit completely this import, if really there is the entente cordiale also 
for Abyssinia, for which I have some doubts, because in Abyssinia the Frenchmen 
want the whole for themselves and nothing for the others. 

They put forward always that if the import of arms into Jibuti is prohibited 
the Budget of this Colony will be nothing, and then the Metropole will pay all the 
expenses of Jibuti; but this is not a reason to arm all Ogaden, which is all the 
hinterland of the British Somaliland. Should it be in my power I would oblige the 
French Government to stop really the import of arms into Jibuti. I would give 
permission, not to a merchant, but to some officer of reserve, to sell in Malta or in 
Pantellessa of Sicily, arms and ammunitions, just opposite of Algeria and Tunisia, 
and then at once, after one or two months, the French Government would accept and 
prefer to p&y all the expenses of Jibuti than to have a market of arms in a point 
like that of Sicily or Malta, but this is not in our power. 

The news of Abanabro’s murder and Gabri’s defeat were all spread by the 
Abyssinians themselves here, and Menelek himself assured Hohler that my agent with 
Gabri was killed. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) J. GEROLIMATO. 


[42486] No. 278. 

Sir N. O' Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 30.) 

(No. 793.) 

Sir, Per a, December 24, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 764 of the 12th instant, I have the honour 
to report that upon my calling on the Grand Vizier yesterday with a view to further 
impressing upon him the objections to allowing the question of the rights of the 
Abyssinians in the Deir-es-Sultan at Jerusalem to be reopened, his Highness gave me 
the following account of the state of the question. 

Basing his claims on a “ Bull ” of Caliph Umr and a Firman of Sultan Selim, 
General Mashashia now demanded that the Abyssinians should now be placed in 
complete possession of Deir-es-Sultan. The Porte declared that there was no extant 
record of the alleged “ Bull ” of Caliph Umr, and that the Firman of Sultan Selim 
contains no specific mention of the Abyssinians and decided to reject the demands of 
the Abyssinian Mission on the grounds (1) that the Ottoman Government is bound by 
the Treaties of Paris and Berlin to maintain the status quo in the Holy Places; '(2) that 
the only official document mentioning the Abyssinians is a decree of the Sheri Court in 
the year of the Hejra 128 2 (some forty-two years ago) ruling that the Abyssinians have 
no rights in the Deir-es-Sultan; (3) that prescription is against the Abyssinians in the 
matter; (4) that the Abyssinian Church is subordinate to and merged in the Coptic 
Church, and any connection which the Abyssinians may have had with the Deir-es-Sultan 
has been only under the aegis of the Copts ; and, lastly, that the Governor of J rusalem 
and the Khedive of Egypt strongly uphold the rights of the Copts and as strongly 
deprecate any interference with them. This decision respecting the demands of the 
Abyssinians was come to at the Council of Ministers on Wednesday last and submitted 
to the Sultan who, however, refused to sanction it by Iradd and returned it to the Porte 
with an intimation that some minor concession might be made to the Abyssinians, such 
as a permit to build a church on some vacant land. To this the Abyssinians replied 
that they knew they could build a church elsewhere, but what they wanted was the 
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Deir-es-Sulton. The Grand Vizier afc the same time tried to get rid of General 
Mashashia and his suite by cutting off supplies in the shape of free entertainment in the 
Pern Palace Hotel at the Porte’s expense, but the Abyssinians have petitioned the 
Sultan against this, appealing to His Majesty’s traditional hospitality. At the Council 
of Ministers held on the 22nd instant, the Minister of the Interior was inclined to 
uphold some of the Abyssinian contentions, but the other Ministers, especially the 
Grand Vizier, were strongly opposed to such a course, anjl the Council will report to 
the Sultan on Wednesday next maintaining their objections to acceding to any of the 
Abyssinian demands. His Highness concluded by saying that he had no doubt 
they would find means of making the Abyssinian Mission understand that they had 
nothing to hope for from prolonging their stay in Constantinople. 

[ have &c. 

(Signed) ’ N. R. O’CONOR. 
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